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Editorial
O n c e  a g a in  th e  Newsletter beg ins w ith  a 
P lan n in g  R eport, a  re p o re t o f th e  A n n u a l 
G eneral M eeting an d  the  F inancial S ta tem en t 
for th e  year.

It also inc ludes a re p o rt o f th e  m ee tin g  he ld  
on  24 M arch, ju s t  too la te  for inc lu sion  in  the  
last N ew sletter. As prom ised , w e inc lude  a 
re p o rt by  A udrey  Kirk o f th e  ta lk  by  K en Scott 
on  u T he F u tu re  o f D over Castle". T his is 
su p p o rted  b y  a n  artic le  b y  Ivan  G reen, w h ich  
h e  h as  called “ A P ocket Book S tory o f D over 
Castle". Ivan  has w ritte n  th is sto ry  especially  
for th is  issue o f th e  N ew sle tte r, so w e a re  
fo rtuna te  to be able to inc lude th is valuab le 
su m m ary  o f th e  castle 's h isto ry , to rem in d  us o f 
th e  im p o rta n t ro le th e  castle h as  p layed  in  th e  
developm en t o f the  tow n th rough  th e  cen turies.

A regu la r fea tu re  o f th e  A ugust N ew sle tte r 
is coverage o f th e  D over Festival, w h ich  has 
now  b e e n  a fea tu re  o f the  M ay p ro g ram m e in  
th e  tow n  for six years. T his y ea r  th e  Festival 
w as entitled  “ N ew  Horizons" and  w e are grateful 
to Sheila Cope an d  to D onna Sow erby for 
con tribu ting  th e ir  exce llen t rep o rts  on  som e of 
the  even ts w h ich  took place in  Festival w eek.

H ugh Bax has w ritte n  a delightfu l acco u n t 
o f th e  first su m m er ou ting  o f 1997, to a Railway, 
a Castle an d  a G arden, an d  also co n trib u ted  the  
pho to g rap h s w h ich  acco m p an y  th e  rep o rt. 
O ther m ajo r su m m er outings, T he Silk Hall, Le 
T o u q u e t a n d  B uck in g h am  P alace , w ill be  
rep o rted  in  N ew sle tte r 30.

T he first m e e tin g  o f th e  A u tu m n  w ill be 
h e ld  a t St. M ary 's P arish  C en tre  on  M onday, 20 
O ctober. T he sp eak e r will n o t be  as advertised  
in  N ew sle tte r 28, as Ron C h a tb u rn  will be  aw ay 
in  October. In stead  th e  sp eak e r w ill be  R obert 
Bailey, D over’s new  T ow n Clerk. As Mr. Bailey 
will be  ta lk ing  ab o u t th e  new  T ow n C ouncil 
an d  its role, o u r C hairm an, Jack  W oolford, 
considered  th a t th is w ould  be  an  o p p o rtu n e  
tim e for m em b ers  to give th e ir  v iew s on th e  
m a tte rs  ra ised  du ring  the  talk  an d  to hav e  the



o p p o rtu n ity  to raise o th e r issues. O ne 
top ic of d iscussion  w ill be signposting  in  
an d  o u t o f th e  tow n a n d  a q u es tio n n a ire  
on  signposting  w hich  has b e e n  designed  
to co llect th e  view s o f visitors to the  tow n. 
As you  k now  w e h av e  o ften  h e ld  th is type 
o f d iscussion  session  a t th e  M em ber's 
M eeting  in  M arch  an d  found  it v ery  
valuable. We hope  m em b ers  w ill be able 
to a tte n d  th e  O ctober m eetin g  and, once 
again, con tribu te  in  a m ajor w ay  to the  
g roup  discussions. To rem in d  m em b ers  
o f th e  la s t session  o f th is kind, th e re  is a 
b r ie f  re p o r t h e re  of the  findings of the  
M arch d iscussion  groups.

Also a t th e  O ctober m eetin g  w e hope 
to m e e t m a n y  of ou r n ew  m em bers. As 
th e  M em bersh ip  S ecretary , Sheila Cope, 
m e n tio n s  in  h e r  re p o rt th e re  w ill be 
com m ittee  m em b ers  stand ing  a t th e  door 
an d  she asks n ew  m em b ers  to in troduce  
th em se lv es as th ey  arrive. I t h a s  b ee n  
suggested  th a t com m ittee  m em b ers  w ea r 
badges so tha t m em bers can easily identify  
them . W ith th e  m em b ersh ip  increasing  
each  y ea r  it b eco m es m ore d ifficult to 
m e e t an d  re m e m b e r everyone. So, new  
m em b ers  - an d  old - p lease  take  the 
o p p o rtu n ity  a t m eetings to cha t to o thers 
an d  m ake n ew  friends. T he in te rvals a t 
m eetings, d iscussion  group sessions an d  
m ore in fo rm al su m m er outings should  
prov ide opp o rtu n ities  for m em b ers  to 
m e e t an d  chat.

All ou r m eetings are, as usual, lis ted  
on  th e  back  cover p rogram m e w ith  details 
as far as D ecem ber an d  dates for th e  
beg in n in g  o f 1998.

As y o u  p icked  up  y o u r copy o f th e  
Newsletter th is tim e you  m ay  have no ticed  
th a t it feels th in n e r. This is b ecau se  it IS 
th inner! T his issue h as  44 pages in stead  
o f the  cus tom ary  ( u n til now!) 52 pages - 
som e p as t issues have ev en  ru n  to 56 
pages. T he in te n tio n  is, in  fu ture , to 
p roduce  a  s lim m er N ew sle tte r in  o rder to 
red u ce  costs.

T he first Newsletter ap p eared  in  Ju n e  
1988. E dited  by  P h ilom ena K ennedy, it 
com prised  five double-sided A4 sheets

an d  it co n tin u ed  in  th is fo rm at for seven  
issues. By issue 6 ad v e rtisem en ts  w ere  
inc luded  an d  by  issue 7 th e  size had  
in c re ase d  to 44 pages. In  S ep tem b er 
1990 th e  f irs t  n ew -lo o k  N e w s le tte r , 

n u m b e r 8, w as produced , 44 pages, 
ed itedby  Philom ena, w ith the page-setting 
arran g ed  by  " Budge" A dam s. T he early  
N e w s le t te r s  a lw a y s  h a d  p le n ty  o f  
illu s tra tio n s  b y  P h ilo m e n a  an d  th e se  
w ere  g rea tly  m issed  w h en  she gave up  
th e  ed ito rsh ip  a fte r issue 10.

F rom  N ew sle tte r 11 onw ards I h av e  
ed ited  the  N ew sle tte r, w ith  Budge doing 
th e  page-setting  and, I suppose, w e h av e  
dev e lo p ed  a ro u tin e  o f o u r ow n for 
p r o d u c in g  i t  w h ic h  h a s  w o rk e d  
rem ark ab ly  well. No one else w ill rea lise  
exactly  how  m a n y  h o u rs  Budge p u ts  in  
w h en  h e  arran g es th e  pages for each  
issue an d  w h a t is involved  in  th e  final 
p roduction . We have tw o exce llen t p ro o f 
readers, M ay Jo n es an d  P am  Taylor, on  
w hom  w e re ly  to spo t an y  m istakes.

At the  b eg in n in g  o f th is y e a r  Budge 
to ld  th e  com m ittee  that, regretfu lly , he  
h ad  decided  to give u p  h is  in v o lv em en t 
w ith  th e  p ro d u ctio n  a t th e  en d  o f th is 
year, w ith  issue 30. This w as a  g rea t b low  
to us all, b u t w e fully  ap p rec ia te  all h is 
reasons for resigning. H e has a lo t o f 
o th e r w riting  h e  w an ts  to do an d  h e  w an ts 
m ore  tim e to devote to it. W hen w e k n ew  
abou t th is w e s ta rted  th in k in g  abou t the  
fu ture . A ny p ro d u c tio n  w ith o u t Budge's 
in p u t will cost a lo t m o re  th a n  p as t issues. 
T herefo re  one w ay  o f red u c in g  costs w ill 
be  to reduce  th e  vo lum e to forty-four, or 
ev en  forty, pages.

We hope read ers  w ill find th e  s lim m er 
N ew sle tte r as good as p rev ious ones an d  
resign  th em se lv es  to th e  inev itab le. W ith 
each  issue I have tr ie d  to do m ore  o f the  
w ork  b y  subm itting  copy to Budge read y  
on  disc. T he n ex t issue, D ecem ber 1997, 
will be  th e  la s t one in  w hich  h e  w ill be 
actively  involved  b u t h e  h as p rom ised  his 
h e lp  in  the  fu tu re  in  an  adv iso ry  capacity, 
for w h ich  I am  su re  I w ill be  im m en se ly  
grateful. th e  Editor
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Reported by JEREMY COPE, Chairman

CYCLE ROUTES

In  A pril I r e p o r te d  on  o u r  id e a s  to 
p ro m o te  cyc le  ro u te s  an d  abou t o u r 
co n tac ts  w ith  D over D istric t C ouncil.
Since th e n  w e have p lo tted  a possible 

cycle rou te  from  River to th e  sea, a spine 
to w hich offshoots can be  added to provide 
a n e tw o rk  for th e  Town. T im  In g le to n  
cam e a second  tim e  and  discussed  our 
ideas an d  m ade it c lea r th a t DDC w el
com ed th e  in te rest and  p ressure for cy
cling. H ow ever th is  is no t a route for tow n 
travel. We will now  develop our ideas for 
su b m issio n  to DDC b u t h av e  you, o u r 
m em bers, any  contributions you will like 
added? We are always rem inded  in  th is 
m a tte r how  difficult it is to reconcile the  
conflicting  dem ands of th e  car and  th e  
cycle on  our congested roads. The prob
lem  is fu rth e r com pounded  b y  a lack of 
m oney  to im p lem en t any  changes. Kim 
told u s  th e re  is no Kent T ransport Strat
egy. W ithout a strategy DDC can only  re 
act to existing problem s; it does no t have 
the  au thority  to p lan  for changes, how ever 
desirable.

W ith each  passing day th e re  is new s of 
th e  increasing ly  u rg en t n ee d  for a new  
approach to tran sp o rt if  w e are to avoid 
seizing up  our roads w ith  traffic jam b  and  
are to h an d  on to our children  a w orld th a t 
is not irreparably dam aged w ith  car fumes, 
a m ajor e lem en t of global w arm ing. O ur 
in te rest is therefore very  opportune and 
w ith  th e  new  governm ent appearing keen  
to find alternatives w ith b e tte r  public trans
po rt and  a m ore extensive u se  of cycles 
w e h a v e  lo b b ie d  o u r  n ew  MP, G w yn 
Prosser, on th e  n eed  for a Kent Transport 
Strategy. H is response is awaited.

BENCH STREET
The Society is very concerned about the  

derelict and neglected  state o f th a t p a rt of 
Bench Street ad jacent to Townwall Street. 
It is an  area that, because of its location, 
advertises Dover to a visitor in  a no r very 
creditable way. Retail business m ust find 
it a difficult area w ith in  w hich to operate 
successfully. Jack Woolford rep resen ted  us 
at a recent m eeting  attended, am ongst o th
ers, by  DDC, Town C entre M anagem ent, 
p roperty  ow ners an d  shopkeepers. It is 
d ifficu lt to fee l o th e r  th a n  p essim is tic  
about a resolution. DDC appears to have 
n e ith e r th e  funds no r the  legal pow ers to 
e ither bring  about a co-operative redevel
opm ent, or, as a final resort, to take over 
properties to enforce a solution. The Town 
deserves b e tte r and your Society will lobby 
for change,

GENERAL PLANNING MATTERS
Kent County Council asked for our com 

m en ts on  th e  substantial ex tension pro
posed to th e  Police S tation in  Ladywell. 
A lterations include a change of the  neigh
bouring  SEEBOAKD site to an  enlarged po
lice parking area. We could find no th ing  
to criticise and  indeed, w elcom e th e  de
velopm ent in  Dover, The only point m ade 
was th e  n eed  for a p roper regard for th e  
residents w ith possible 24-hour car use.

T he old C astlem ount School site is pro
posed for housing developm ent and, w ith  
one exception, w elcom ed b y  the  com m it
tee SUBJECT ONLY TO THE LOOK OF THE SITE 
From th e  Town. The site is heavily  w ooded 
a t p resen t and p roper regard m u st be  paid 
to those  tree s  to  be  re ta in ed  and  th o se  
taken down.



M em bers m at be fam iliar w ith  the  old 
St. Jam es Hotel. Failure to rebuild  afler the 
fire som e years back  has left a sem i-der
elict and ra th e r sad site. C oncern  was ex
p ressed  to DDC th a t a risk  now  existed, 
particu larly  to children, w ith  th e  lack of 
p roper boarding-up.

FINALLY
H ave m em bers seen, in  recen t issues 

of th e  Dover Express and  KM Extra th e  re
m inder o f ideas of a cable car from  the  St.

Jam es Street area to the  C astle / It seem s 5 
good sense to t iy  a guide people into th e  
Castle via th e  Town and  in  th e  process 
galvanise tourism . English H eritage are 
right to be  sensitive about the  im pact on  
th e  Castle and  th e  cliffs b u t provided th e ir  
in tegrity  is m aintained, is it right to pickle 
in  aspic? The events laid  on at th e  Castle 
are artificial re-creations b u t no-one th inks 
th ey  are out o f place. A tim e for a re th ink  
on  a direct link  from  Town to Castle? H ave 
you  any  ideas, please?

PR<w m Tm
m m m a a

"OPERATION CONSERVATION 97" at ARCHCLIFFE FORT

T he eighth annual Dover Cadets Voluntary Community Project took place 
on Sunday 9th March w hen the cadets turned out to lend a hand at the fort 

where St . M a r t i n  E m m au s t r u s t  have been restoring the living accommoda
tion and the storage buildings.

A Christian organisation, EMMAUS 
proivides accom m odation and work for its 
'companions' who have fallen n  hard  tim es 
and  n eed  help  to get back  on th e ir  feet. 
T hey  re-cycle household  goods for sale at 
th e  fort and  in  th e ir  H igh Street shop.

ARCHCLIFFE FORT is an  im portan t local 
ancien t m o n u m en t on  th e  A20 overlook
ing th e  sea. As y e t little  or no restoration  
o f th e  basic H en ry  VIII fabric has b ee n  
a ttem pted  and  th e  site u n til now  has re
m ained  closed to th e  public

[cont

The working party -  and 
supporters -  at the entrance 
to the Fort



6 OPERATION CONSERVATION 97 was devised 
b y  the  Dover Society as an  opportun ity  for 
som e m inor conservation work, once again 
using volunteers from  Dover's cadet units. 
T he p lan  was to rem ove unsigh tly  litte r  
and  to p lan t a te n  m etre  beech  hedge to 
enhance th e  environm ent.

O n th e  day  it  w as d ec id ed  to s ta r t 
w ith  th e  hedge, w hich  w as fo rtunate  as 
owing to th e  n a tu re  of th e  ground m uch  
h a rd  w ork  was necessa ry  befo re  it was 
s u f f ic ie n tly  w e ll p re p a re d  to re c e iv e  
th e  bare -roo t saplings. Fed, staked  and  
w ate red  th e y  hav e  b e e n  given as good 
a s ta r t  as m ost. G row th  w ill b e  slow  
in itially  b u t th e  second y ea r should see 
th em  'take o ff and th e n  th e  shelters m ay 
b e  rem oved.

O verheard w hilst hard  at it: "What's th is 
w e are planting?" asked Em m a M arkham .

"A beech" w as th e  reply. "We already have 
a beach  dow n there" says Emma, pointing 
seaward. Such was the  good hum our of the  
cadets in  spite o f the  difficult going.

O f in te rest during a resp ite  w ere th e  
goats Bertie (Billie) D andelion (White) and 
Burdock (no H orns) and  H am ish  (a soay 
ram ) and of the  five cats, W ilbur is p e r
haps th e  m ost friendly.

EMMAUS prov ided  exce llen t re fre sh 
m en t in  the  form  of ho t soup and delicious 
b ak e d  po ta toes, a ll o f w h ich  w as w ell 
received.

354 Squadron ATC w ere clear w inners 
and  w ere p resen ted  w ith  a silver trophy  
b y  Terry Sutton, EMMAUS tru s te e  and  a 
Dover Society v ice-president and  w ith  a 
fram ed  ce rtif ica te  b y  K endall Beasley, 
r e s id e n t  c o -o rd in a to r  o f  EMMAUS at 
Archcliffe Fort



The 1997 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

REPORTED BY TERRY SUTTON

THERE w a s  an excellent attendance at the 9th Annual General Meeting of 
the Dover Society on 28 April at St. Mary's Parish Centre, w hen the guest 
speaker was Keith Parfitt, the "home-grown" Dover archaeologist.

No one found fault w ith  th e  m inu tes o f the  
previous AGM and  th e re  w ere no m atters 
arising.

C hairm an Jack  Woolford w elcom ed in 
creasing m em bership, up by  15 on last year 
to 440 - th a n k s  largely  to th e  efforts o f 
m em bersh ip  secretary, Sheila Cope. Jack  
reca lled  th e  successfu l la u n c h  o f Jo h n  
Peverley 's book, Dover's H idden Fortress, 
and  said th e  Society m ight order a rep rin t
- about 800 of th e  first p rin t o f 1,000 copies 
already having b ee n  sold.

The cha irm an  spoke h ighly  of th e  links 
forged w ith  the new  Dover Town council, 
thanked  Budge Adams for providing infor
m ation  about Dover boundary  stones, and 
referred  to th e  inpu t b y  Society m em bers 
in  assisting Dover Town C entre M anage
m e n t w ith  shopping  surveys. F inancial 
help  had  b ee n  given to the  conservation 
of D over Archives, to Crabble C om  Mill 
Trust and  to the  East Kent Hospice.

Looking to the  n ea r fu ture the  chairm an 
reported  th e  society's initiative in  install
ing a m em orial on  th e  Prince of Wales Pier 
to the  la te  Sir Clifford Ja rre tt and  also to 
placing a p laque at the  cruise lin e r te rm i
nal to m ark  th e  landing o f the  spot w here 
th e  U nknow n W arrior was landed  in  1920.

The chairm an  said th a t the possibility 
of going on th e  world-wide In te rn e t was 
being discussed.

T h a n k s  w ere  ex p re ssed  fo r v a rio u s  
projects to Jo h n  Owen, John  G errard and 
Jo a n  L iggett, a n d  esp ec ia lly  to Budge 
A dam s w ith o u t w hose help  th e  society  
w ould be  unable to produce th e  New slet
te r  so econom ically.

Presentations w ere m ade by  Mrs Wendi 
A therton, on b eh a lf  o f th e  Society, to Law
rence Gage for all h is hard  b u t abortive

w ork on the  M illennium  project for Do
ver, and to Ken W raight ( in  his absence) 
for h is long service as a com m ittee m em 
b e r

Officers ree lec ted  were: Jack  Woolford 
(cha irm an), Jo h n  G erra rd  an d  Je re m y  
Cope (vice-chairm en), Leo Wright ( secre
tary), Jenn ifer G errard ( treasurer), Sheila 
Cope (m em bersh ip ), M erril Lilley (News
le tte r  editor), Jo an  Liggett ( social secre
tary), Je rem y  Cope ( chairm an-planning)
, Jo h n  Owen ( chairm an- projects), Terry 
Sutton (m edia secretary), Sybil Standing ( 
archivist) and com m ittee m em bers, Budge 
Adams, A drian Galley, Mike M cFarnell, 
M argaret Robson, and  new  m em ber, Cap
ta in  M ichael Weston.

Paul Bennett, D irector of the  Canterbury 
A rchaeological Trust (CAT) w as to have 
given th e  talk  b u t h e  was engaged in  a dig 
in  France so Keith Parfitt adm irably took 
on th e  duty.The subject was the  Townwall 
Street Dig. Keith explained th a t the  exca
vations w ere at th e  BP petro l filling sta
tion  at Townwall stree t and  tha t BP con
tracted  CAT to to carry  out th e  archaeo
logical work. It cost BP about £250,000. The 
task proved to be  th e  biggest archaeologi
cal dig in  Dover for 20 years - th e  biggest 
since th e  York S treet task.

It was no t long before they  found, ju s t 
one foot below  th e  ta rm ac , th ir te e n th  
cen tu ry  rem ains. T hey  discovered m ulti
la y e rs  o f  c h a lk , f lo o rs  c o v e re d  w ith  
occupational levels w hich  proved ra th e r 
m ystifying. T hey  eventually  cam e to the 
conclusion th a t these w ere th e  floors of 
successive w ooden-fram ed houses, b u ilt 
b e tw e e n  1150 a n d  1250, w ith  e a c h  
generation  constructing  the  floor on top 
of the  previous one.



Mr. Parfitt suggested it w as possible these  
w ere th e  hovels occupied by  th e  arm y  of 
w o rk e rs  w ho , a b o u t th a t  t im e , w e re  
build ing th e  keep  o f Dover Castle on  th e  
hill above. T here was also evidence tha t 
fisher folk lived  in  th is  w ate rfro n t area 
of Dover.

CAT was now  busy  researching 40.000 
pieces of excavated po tte ry  (including im 
ported  pottery) and  4,500 sam ples taken  
from  th e  site. A nd Mr. Parfitt revealed

w hat m ay  h a v e 'b e e n  a dark  M ediaeval 
scandal -  th e  find ing  o f tw o ske le tons 
o f y o u n g  b a b ie s  (po ssib ly  p re m a tu re )  
concealed b en e a th  th e  chalk floors. This 
w as p a rticu la rly  strange  b ec au se  th e re  
w as a C h ris tia n  b u r ia l  g ro u n d  o n ly  a 
h u n d red  or so yards away.

T h e  m e e tin g  e n d e d  ju s t  b e fo re  te n  
o'clock w ith thanks to the  chairm an for the 
w ay h e  had  conducted  th e  m eeting  and  to 
Mr. Parfitt for a m ost in teresting  talk.

The audited Financial Statement is printed at pages 34 and 35

MARCH MEETING 
DISCUSSION GROUPS
After the interval members divided into four groups ,The four m ain subjects 
for discussion were as follows.

1. The Future of Dover Castle
2. The Proposed " Art TfraiT
3. Dover's Empty Shops
4. Suggestions for Future Meetings.

1. The Future of Dover Castle
The discussion of Dover Castle followed Ken Scott's talk in the first half of 

the evening. Members thought there should be improved links betw een town 
and castle. Regular bus services between Priory Station, Pencester Road and 
Dover Castle should be provided. “Park and ride" facilities were suggested and 
also shuttle buses from car parks.

One group put forward the idea of an Information Centre about Dover within 
the castle. Another group thought there should be advertising in the Pas de 
Calais area. Another suggested improvements in the castle, such as the restora
tion of arm our and furnishing of parts of the Keep, would be very popular with 
the public.
2. The Art Trail

Members in three groups voiced their rejection of this idea, saying they liked 
the cliffs as they were and that any attem pt to install statues would be unwel
come and subject to problems of vandalism. One group supported the idea, 
providing the trail harm onised with the surroundings and was made as resist
ant as possible to vandals.



3. Dover's Empty Shops
The following ideas were mooted tidy up first; encourage shopkeepers to 

take pride in their shop fronts; colourful murals; reduction of rents; reversion 
to housing; more factory shops in town centre; encourage " living over the 
shop"; provide more cheap parking; discourage further charity shops; use empty 
shops for other purposes, eg. information centre, teenager centre, art gallery.
4. Suggestions for meetings.

T&lks on Scottish Power, AVO, WCCP and its French equivalent, Dover Parish 
Council, Churches of Dover, French Chamber of Commerce, Cruising from 
Dover, future plans for railway, port and town.

PLAQUE TO TERY SUTTON

UNKNOWN WARRIOR 
UNVEILED AT CRUISE LINER TERMINAL

The Dover Society was praised for its initiative in providing the plaque that 
now m arks the spot where, in 1920, the body of World War One's Unknown 
Warrior was landed in his homeland.

T he praise cam e from  the  C hief o f th e  D efence Staff, G eneral Sir Charles G uthrie ( 
th e  m an  in  charge of the  Army, Royal Navy and  Royal Air Force), w h en  h e  unveiled  
th e  p laque in  a p leasan t cerem ony  at th e  old M arine Station in  May.

O ther senior A rm y officers jo in ed  w ith  th e  Mayor, Councillor Lyn Young, rep resen ta
tives of Dover H arbour Board and of th e  D over Society, to w atch  th e  unveiling  cer
em ony  in  th e  recep tion  cen tre o f th e  new  cruise lin e r term inal.

T he plaque will b e  seen  by  thousands of people board ing  th e  growing n u m b er of 
cru ise liners calling at th e  port.

O ur vice-chairman, John  Gerrard, opening the  proceedings, in troduced Alistair Lawton 
of Deal, the  deputy  cha irm an  of Dover H arbour Board. Mr. Law ton w elcom ed guests 
and  po in ted  out th a t two m em bers of th e  Society p resen t th a t day w ere alive in  Dover 
w h en  th e  U nknow n W arrior was landed  at Dover in  N ovem ber 1920 - Miss Lilian Kay 
a n d " Budge Adams".

O ur chairm an, Jack  Woolford, explained to th e  visitors th a t the  Dover Society aim ed 
to be  a constructive organisation and, am ong o ther duties, com m em orated historic events. 
Mr. Woolford said it was David Atwood, a Society m em ber, who cam e forward w ith  th e  
idea of th e  p laque for the  U nknow n W arrior and  th e  executive com m ittee gladly took it 
up. Mr. Woolford thanked  Dover H arbour Board for its assistance and generosity  in  
carrying th rough  th e  project to its fruition.

The plaque recorded a u n ique  occasion in  Dover's history, said Mr. Woolford.
Sir C harles G uthrie recalled  th a t 908,000 serv icem en from  th e  British E m pire w ere 

k illed  in  World War One. Wars continued, he  said, w ith  31 m ajor conflicts in  progress in  
th e  w orld at th e  p resen t tim e. M em ories o f those w ho died in  w ar should  m ake m e n  
redouble th e ir  efforts to b ring  about world w ide peace.



10 Sir Charles also thanked  th e  tow n of Dover for its continuing links w ith  the  m ilitary, 
links th a t w en t back  hund reds of years before th e  Crusaders, and  thanked  th e  Dover 
Society for its great efforts.

The Reverend G raham  Batten, vicar of St. M ary's and honorary  chaplain  to Dover 
H arbour Board, led  prayers at th e  cerem ony and  a represen tative of th e  Royal British 
Legion laid  a w reath  before th e  sounding of th e  Last Post and  Reveille b y  a m em ber of 
th e  Parachute Regim ent stationed at Dover.

It is understood  th a t a p laque is to be unveiled  at Victoria Station, London, to m ark  
th e  ann iversary  of th e  arrival th e re  of the  U nknow n Warrior, by  special tra in  from  
Dover, en  rou te to W estm inster Abbey.

Revels in Ramsgate
32nd K.F.A.S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

RECALLED BY JACK WOOLFORD

On Saturday 10 May 1997 the RAMSGATE SOCIETY handsomely hosted 
more than 100 participants at the 32nd AGM of the Kent Federation of 
Amenity Societies. The D over  So c iet y  was well represented, supplying 
as it does the KFAS Chairman, Treasurer and Membership Secretary and send

ing, in addition, three of its Committee and two of its members.
A fter w elcom e from  th e  M ayor o f  Ram sgate, th e  m e e tin g  stood in  tr ib u te  to 

fo rm e r P re s id e n t P ro fessor B ryan K eith-Lucas an d  fo rm e r M em b ersh ip  S ecre tary  
M rs Jo a n  H arvey . T h e  C h a irm an  gave exam ples o f th e  F ed era tio n 's  a ss is tan ce  to 
its  m e m b e r  soc ie ties  in c lu d in g  th e  DOVER SOCIETY in  co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  p ro 
posed  P ub lic  A rt Trail a long  th e  W hite Cliffs. H e also o u tlin ed  th e  F ed era tio n 's  
w o rk  on  th e  S urvey  o f th e  re su sc ita te d  K ent C oun ty  C ouncil's  Services, on  th e  
P e titio n s to C o m m o n s an d  Lords S elect C o m m ittees  on  th e  C h a n n e l H igh  S peed  
Rail Link, on  th e  p ro p o sed  L ym inge T h e m e  P ark  an d  on  th e  th re a t o f 87,000 n ew  
h o u se s  in  K en t...e tc ...e tc .

K.F.A.S. SPRING CONFERENCE

"PRIDE OF PLACE"
The Place of Heritage in Regeneration
T h e  DIRECTOR th e  CIVIC TRUST, MICHAEL GWILLIAM, w elco m ed  th e  re tu rn  o f civic 
pride, in s ta n c in g  exam ples from  P iccad illy  Circus, W indsor Castle, th e  M a n ch e s te r  
Ship C anal, B irm ingham  an d  Leeds. W hat w as essen tia l, h e  said, w as th e  in v o lv e
m e n t o f local p eo p le  in  “c o m m u n ity  m an ag e m en t"  o f th e  u rb a n  en v iro n m e n t. Re
g en e ra tio n  m u s tb e  su sta inab le , invo lv ing  b e t te r  u se  o f  reso u rces, le ss  travel, m o re  
recy clin g  an d  le ss  p o llu tion . T h e  ca r an d  th e  lo r ry  m u s tb e  u sed  m o re  sen sib ly  an d  
sensitive ly . T h e re  m u s tb e  in v e s tm e n t in  a l te rn a tiv es  th a t  felt an d  looked  good.



Q uality  o f  design  m u s t b e  im p ro v ed  as in  th e  Low ry C en tre  in  Salford, th e  u rb a n  
village o f  Saltaire an d  R ichard  Rogers' C h an n e l 4 H ea d q u arte rs . R esources m ig h t b e  
su p p le m e n te d  b y  a le v y  o n  g reen fie ld  s ites  to b e  recy cled  in to  u rb a n  areas. T h e  
CIVIC TRUST h a d  b e e n  d ee p ly  invo lved  in  IMPACT'S u rb a n  ren e w a l o f R am sgate (an d  
Dover, w ith  th e  h e lp  o f th e  RAMSGATE an d  DOVER SOCIETIES). A shford  In te rn a 
tio n a l P assen g er S tation  h a d  w on  a Civic T h ist aw ard . T h u s  w as its  fo rtie th  a n n iv e r
sa ry  ce leb ra ted . In  th e  n e x t te n  y ea rs  B ritain  could  se t n e w  s ta n d ard s  for civ ilised  
liv in g  in  E u ro p e  as a w hole.

T h e  DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL o f th e  NATIONAL TRUST, JULIAN PRIDEAUX, im 
p ressiv e ly  e n u m e ra te d  th e  N T 's in te re s ts  in  K ent in  K nole an d  S issinghurst, H e r it
age C oast (in c lu d in g  th e  W hite Cliffs), v illages (like C h idd ingstone), co u n try s id e  
lik e  Tbys Hill, in d u stria l archaeological (like S ou th  F ore land  L igh thouse) an d  co m 
m e m o ra tio n  (like C hartw ell). T h e  key  w as th e  T rust's  p o w er to d ec la re  p ro p e rtie s  
in a lien ab le , a lth o u g h  th e  L am b erh u rs t Bypass, th e  A20 ro u te  th ro u g h  D over an d  
th e  C h a n n e l TUnnel Rail L ink th ro u g h  C obham  Park an d  A sh en b a n k  W ood h ad , a t 
m ost, “m a d e  th e  b e s t o f  a b ad  job". N ev e rth e le ss  E xm oor p o n ie s  on  th e  L angdon 
Cliffs h a d  re-estab lished  ra re  p la n ts  an d  species.

In  th e  la s t th ir ty  y ea rs  tra n q u illity  h a d  b e e n  sh a tte re d  an d  a t c u r re n t  ra te s  w ou ld  
d isa p p ea r  u n le ss  d ev e lo p m e n t w ere  co n c en tra ted  in  u rb a n  areas. Yet p ro m o tin g  
pu b lic  access to its p ro p e rtie s  w as th e  T rust's  func tion . P ark -and-ride  facilities an d  
access b y  w alking, cyc ling  o r b u s  m u s t b e  en co u rag ed  an d  inc lu sive  g ree n  tra n s 
p o rt tick e ts  b y  tra in  (e.g. to K nole from  C haring  Cross) w ere  com ing . KCC's COM
FORT (C o u n try sid e  M a n ag e m en t for Rural Traffic) an d  th e  6,500 m ile  N ational Cy
cle N etw ork  w ould  h e lp . T h e re  w as a Schools P ro g ram m e lin k e d  to th e  N ational 
C u rricu lu m . In  p a r tn e rsh ip  w ith  b u sin ess , local g o v e rn m e n t an d  en v iro n m e n ta l 
agencies, in c lu d in g  am e n ity  societies, th e  N ational TVust could  succeed .

T h e  PRESIDENT o f th e  RAMSGATE SOCIETY, PROFESSOR BRIAN MAY describ ed  th e  
RAMSGATE SOCIETY'S R6LE IN PROTECTING THE LOCAL HERITAGE m o d e lle d  on  th e  
p rac tice s  o f  THE SID VALE ASSOCIATION in  S idm outh , th e  o ldest (1846!) am e n ity  
soc ie ty  in  E ngland , w h ich  ow ned  an d  co n v e rted  bu ild ings, m a n ag e d  a reas  o f  com 
m o n  la n d  an d  gu ided  visito rs a ro u n d  w ith  a “Blue P laque" sch em e. D ating  from  
1964, th e  RAMSGATE SOCIETY reso lved  to h a l t  a se q u e n c e  o f d em o litio n  o f  good 
b u ild in g s  b y  th e  Tbwn C ouncil. T h e  SOCIETY w as now  w o rk in g  on  H eritage  A w are
ness, M on ito ring  an d  A ccess an d  a V ision an d  Im age C am paign , co m b in in g  an d  
reco n c ilin g  th e  in te re s ts  o f res id en ts , v isitors, b u s in esses , local g o v e rn m e n t offic
ers an d  counc illo rs an d  ex te rn a l agencies, all s tak eh o ld ers  in  R am sgate 's fu ture . 
Five p ro jec ts  w ere  p la n n ed : EAST KENT HERITAGE, PUGIN CENTRE, PEGWELL BAY 
NATURE RESERVE AND HERITAGE CENTRE, EAST KENT SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL DE
VELOPMENT AND RAMSGATE TUNNELS.

T h e  RAMSGATE SOCIETY w as in sp ire d  to u n d e r ta k e  o rgan ising  th is  Sp ring  C o nfer
en c e  b y  th e  DOVER SOCIETY'S successfu l S p ring  C o n feren ce  on  “T h e  F u tu re  o f  East 
Kent" in  1996. T h e ir  frien d ly  riv a lry  w as successfu l in  te rm s  o f accom m odation , 
a tten d a n ce , re fre sh m e n t, p ro g ra m m e an d  speakers, a lth o u g h  w e p ro v id ed  b e t te r  
w e a th e r  for th e  tou rs. P erhaps we, in  tu rn , m ig h t p ro fit from  th e ir  an a ly sis  o f 
s tak eh o ld ers  in  o u r h e rita g e  an d  th e  tactics th e y  follow.

J. W OOLFORD



FESTIVAL 
OF DOVER

Launch_______ ____Introduction by  TERRY SUTTON
T h o u san d s  o f p o u n d s  o f sponsorsh ip  from  pub lic  an d  p riva te  sou rces 
en ab led  th e  o rgan isers  to stage m ore  th a n  100 special activ ities in  th is  
y e a r 's  Festival o f Dover, e n titled  N ew  H orizons.

T h e  F estival w as la u n c h e d  in  A pril a t th e  new ly -o p en ed , £400,000, D over A ngling  
C lub 's B luebirds b a n q u e tin g  su ite  in  S nargate  S tree t M ore th a n  a h u n d re d  in v ited  
g u es ts  - in c lu d in g  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  D over Socie ty  - a tte n d e d  th e  la u n c h , w h e n  
th e y  h e a rd  th a t a th re e -y e a r  p a r tn e rsh ip  b e tw e e n  D over D istric t C ouncil an d  th e  
F estival re su lte d  in  an  aw ard  from  th e  A ssociation  o f  B usiness S ponso rsh ip  o f  th e  
A rts. I t w as  re p o rte d  th a t th e  aw ard  p ro v id ed  a to tal in v e s tm e n t o f  £30,000 to th e  
F estival o f  D over ov er th e  n ex t th re e  years.

I t w as fu r th e r  rev ea led  t h a t , as th e  re su lt  o f  th e  e n th u s ia s tic  in v o lv e m e n t o f  th e  
b u s in e s s  co m m u n ity , b o th  fin an c ia lly  an d  in  k ind , m o re  th a n  £20,000 h a d  b e e n  
ra ised  tow ards th is  y e a r 's  N ew  H orizons festiv ities.

P rin c ip a l sp o n so r th is  y e a r  w as D e B radlei W harf, th e  D over fac to ry  sh o p p in g  
ou tle t, an d  th e  31 o th e rs  in c lu d ed  local b u s in esses , in d u strie s , fe rry  o p era to rs  an d  
D o v er Tbwn C e n tre  M an ag em en t.



Hooked!
A n  e v e n t  a lso  l a u n c h e d  a t  th e  

s a m e  t im e  a s  N ew  H o r iz o n s  w as  
the  W orld Shore A ngling C ham pionsh ips 
to  b e  h e ld  in  a n d  a r o u n d  D o v e r  
b e tw e e n  O c to b e r  11 a n d  O c to b e r  19, 
1997. C o m p e tito rs  a re  e x p e c te d  fro m  
tw e n ty - tw o  c o u n t r i e s  f ro m  as fa r  
aw ay as Brazil an d  South Africa.

T1le cham pionsh ip s are b e in g  hosted  
by  th e  N ational Federation o f Sea A ngling 
an d  D over Sea A ngling A ssociation.

At th e  la u n ch  th e  na tio n al federa tion  
revealed  special steps a re  to b e  taken  to 
h e lp  conserve stocks in  the  C hannel.

A nglers fishing from  th e  shore will h au l 
in  th e ir catches an d  place th e m  in  buckets 
o f  se a  w a te r  u n t i l  th e  f ish  h a s  b e e n  
m easu red  b y  ju d g es an d  th e n  re tu rn e d  to 
the  sea alive.

T he cham pionsh ips will b ring  h u n d red s 
o f v isito rs to W hite Cliffs C o u n try  th is  
a u tu m n .  C o m p e ti to r s  w ill  b e  
accom m odated  a t K ingsdown.

One Member Reports
SHEILA COPE GIVES HER VIEW OF FESTIVAL WEEK

T his ev en t now  form s such  an  im p o rtan t 
p a r t  o f  D o v e r 's  y e a r  th a t  w e a v o id  
a rran g in g  a  ho liday  aro u n d  th e  en d  o f 
M ay. W hy go aw ay  w h e n  so m u c h  is 
h a p p e n in g  h ere ?  T his tim e a  d iffe ren t 
p a r t o f the  w orld was ce leb ra ted  each  day 
u n d e r an  overall them e- N ew  Horizons.

M onday 19 M ay w as Italian  R enaissance 
a n d  D o v e r  Y ou th  T h e a t r e  g av e  a 
C o m m e d ia  D e ll 'A rte  p e r fo rm a n c e  a t  
London Road M ethodist Hall. D ating from  
aro u n d  1550, an d  o rig inating  in  Ita lian  
piazza, th is d ram atic  form  involves actors 
w earing  V enetian-type m asks sty lised  so 
t h a t  th e  c h a r a c t e r  p e r s o n i f ie d  is  
im m e d ia te ly  r e c o g n is a b le  to  th e  
audience. T hus a  long nose coloured gold 
sym bolises lech e ry  an d  avarice o f very  
h igh  status. Likewise each  character has 
a  m a n n e red  w alk  w hich  looks stiff an d  
aw kw ard bo th  to w atch  an d  to m ain ta in . 
T h e  play, im prov ised  on  a  p rese lec te d  
th e m e  of fo rtune-seek ing  an d  in trigue, 
w as excellen tly  perfo rm ed  an d  am u sed  
a n d  fa sc in a te d  its  au d ie n c e . C o n g ra t
u la tions to the  p layers for th e ir  courage 
in  tackling  an  unfam iliar a r t form  so well.

D uring the  second  h a lf  o f th e  evening  
the  Festival Trio, w ith  p ian ist Jo h n  H urd, 
gave a co n cert w h ich  ranged  from  G 6 ^S ( 
a  nod  to Italian  th e m e in  the  G ondoliers) 
th ro u g h  o p e ra  ( M im i's  a r ia  fro m  La 
B ohem e sung  in  Italian) to F landers and  
S w an n  a n d  W est S ide S to ry . I d o u b t 
w h e th e r  this p articu la r co n c ert a ttrac ted  
m a n y  o u ts id e  v is ito rs  as m o s t o f  th e  
audience, inc lud ing  the  M ayor an d  o th e r 
civic d ig n ita ries , w ere  k n o w n  to each  
other. It was a n  in fo rm al local occasion 
w ith Peter Booth, Ju n e  A rm ond an d  M arie 
K elly-T hom as a p p a re n tly  re la x ed  a n d  
en joying  them selves. T he ability  o f the 
p ian ist overcam e th e  shortcom ings o f the  
p iano  an d  the  songs, po p u la r for the  b es t 
reasons, w ere  p erfo rm ed  equally  well. A 
stage was su perfluous a n d  so w ere  th e  
m icrophones, y e t one could  h e a r  every  
word. T h an k  you  to all those  w ho gave 
th e ir  skills to create  such  a n  en joyable 
evening.

From  m idday  to 2pm  daily  in  the  M arket 
Square th e re  w as a n  o p e n  a ir  c o n c e r t 
fea tu rin g  d iffe ren t p a rts  o f th e  w orld , 
toge ther w ith  app rop ria te  food tasting  -



a lm o s t  a  f re e  lu n c h .  T h e  food  w as 
p ro v id e d  b y  Tfesco's. O n  W e d n esd ay  
n e a r ly  re p le te  w ith  p ep p e re d  sausage, 
I lis ten ed  for a  tim e to the  Peelsburgers, 
m e m b e r s  o f  K e n t P o lic e  B a n d  w h o  
p e r f o r m e d  t r a d i t io n a l  G e rm a n  
O o m p a h  m u s ic , in v o lv in g  la rg e  
w in d  in s t r u m e n t s  a n d  p e r c u s s io n .  
T h is  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a  s ta t ic  
p erfo rm an ce  b u t for the  a ttem p ts  of the 
le a d e r  to p e rsu a d e  th o se  w a tc h in g  to 
g e t  u p  a n d  d a n c e . S o m e c h i ld r e n  
accep ted  h is challenge b u t the  w ea th er 
w as cool an d  overcast an d  people w ere in  
a w orkaday  m ood.

D ance h ad  b e e n  p rom ised  on T hursday  
a f te rn o o n  b u t  in  D e B ra d le i g a le r ia  
A frica w as ce lebra ted  b y  two colourfully- 
d re s se d  s in g e rs  a c c o m p a n y in g  th e m 
selves on  cone-shaped  d rum s w hich  th ey  
b ea t w ith  th e ir  hands. P erhaps these m e n  
w ere  ju s t  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f th e  g roup  
Z uriya an d  such a perfo rm ance is b e tte r  
su ited  to outdoors; one w ould  n ee d  to be

a n  e x p e r t  in  th i s  ty p e  o f  m u s ic  to  
co m m en t on  its quality.

By F riday Tfesco's s ta ff h ad  sensib ly  
m oved  th e ir  stall nex t to th e  stage facing 
th e  f o u n ta in  a n d  t h e i r  c h e e s e  a n d  
w in e  a t t r a c t e d  a s te a d y  s t r e a m  o f  
r e c ip ie n t s  w h o  p ro v id e d  a c a p t iv e  
a u d ie n c e  fo r a F re n c h  a c c o r d io n is t  
an d  a p ie rro t-s ty le  m im e  a rtis te . T h is 
w as  n o t  M a rc e l M a rc e a u  n o r  d id  
sh e  h a v e  h is  a d v a n ta g e s  b u t  sh e  
engaged an d  am u sed  sm all groups a t a 
tim e.

O ur w ell-know n s tree t c lean er w en t 
a w a y  s m i l in g  a f t e r  s h e  p in n e d  a 
tr ico lo u r to h is  barrow . W arm  w e a th e r  
is c ruc ia l to such  op en -a ir  ev en ts  an d  
th ey  w ere  b rave a ttem p ts  to in tro d u ce  
life  a n d  co lo u r to th e  M ark e t Square.

I h o p e  th a t  n e i th e r  th e  o rg a n is e r s  
n o r  p a r ta k e r s  f e l t  d is c o u ra g e d  a s  
th e y  u n d o u b te d ly  p ro v id e d  e n t e r 
ta in m e n t for visitors w ith  ch ild ren  and  
o thers w ho h ad  tim e to linger.

Organiser's Review
DONNA SOWERBY, ARTS AND EVENTS MANAGER

Every y ea r I approach  th e  open ing  day 
o f theF estiva l o f D over w ith  th e  sam e 
t r e p id a t io n .  E v e n  a f te r  s ix  y e a r s  
th e f e e l in g s  a n d  q u e s t io n s  a re  n o  
d iffe ren t - Will the  p rogram m e be  w ell 
received  and  w ill people support it?

1997 b rough t its ow n challenges, firstly 
w ith  the  in troduc tion  o f a new  colleague 
in  th e  te a m  to le a rn  th e  general ru n n in g  
o f the  an n u a l ce lebra tion  and, secondly, 
the  everyday  p rob lem  of tigh ter budgets 
an d  tougher sponsorship! Lisa Webb took 
over from  Sarah Pascoe as the  Council's 
A rts D evelopm ent O fficer in  Ju ly  1996 
a n d  in troduced  h e r  ow n new  e lem en ts  
in to  th e  program m e.

T h e  th e m e ,  "N ew  H o riz o n s " , e n 
c o m p a s s e d  w o rld  c u l tu r e s ,  t r a v e l  
a n d  p a r tn e r s h ip s  a c ro s s  th e  s e a s , 
th e  p r o g ra m m e  in c lu d in g  a r t i s t e s  
r e p r e s e n t in g  m a n y  c o r n e r s  o f  th e  
globe, from  th e  open ing  C aribbean M ardi 
G ras  D ay  (w ith  a p p r o p r ia t e  s u n n y  
w e a th e r )  to E u ro p e a n  c o u n tr ie s  - a n  
a rm c h a ir  trave lle r's  deligh t an d  a lm ost 
all free!

We reduced  the  n u m b e r of days o f the 
even t and  m a n y  peop le ques tioned  th is 
decision an d  also asked w hy  the festival 
was n o t staged in  h a lf  te rm . T he m a in  
reason  was th a t the  festival has always 
provided a very  strong  educational pack



age for local schools, giving th e m  th e  op
po rtu n ity  to be a  p a rt o f the  festivities and  
ex perience  new  a r t form s in  th e  class
room . T his con tinued  in  1997 w ith  k een  
e n th u s ia sm  from  te a c h e rs  to h o s t th e  
events. However, w ith  th e  k ey  em phasis 
o n  th e  T bw n C e n tr e  M a n a g e m e n t  
initiative, it has a lready  b e e n  proposed  
to m ove th e  1998 Festival o f D over to 
th e  half-te rm  holiday  period, providing 
m ore tim e for fam ilies an d  ho liday  m ak
ers to jo in  in  th e  fun.

I h ad  a n u m b e r o f favourites for 1997. 
I 'm  su re  th a t anyone w ho popped  into the 
M ark e t S quare  d u rin g  th e  lu n c h tim e s  
w ould  agree th a t th e  Tfesco's food an d  
w ine tasting  w as a w elcom e add ition  to 
th e  p rogram m e. T he even ing  p erfo rm 
ance by  the  Italian  Festival Ensem ble pro
v ided  a p la tfo rm  for the  area 's ta len t to 
shine. T he n ew  W hite Cliffs th ea tre  was 
the  se tting  for a passionate perfo rm ance 
b y  "F lam enco Express", a n  ou tstand ing  
S panish th ea tre  and  dance com pany.

O n British Day the Page-Mason Com pany, 
b a s e d  in  B ro a d s ta irs ,  c r e a te d  a n d  
p e r fo rm e d  a b e a u tifu l  p ro g ra m m e  o f 
d a n c e , d r a m a  a n d  so n g  f ro m  
aro u n d  the British Isles in  a show  en ttled  
"Interw eave". T h e  sam e a f te rn o o n  th e  
D ea l-b ase d  F o o tlig h ts  Y outh T h e a tr e  
p resen ted  an  u p b ea t an d  co n tem p o rary  
version  of M acbeth, u n d e r  th e  d irec tion  
o f th e  ta len ted  M ichael Corbridge.

H ow ever, m y  firs t cho ice  for 1997 
c a n  o n ly  b e  th e  o p e n  a i r  s t r e e t  
t h e a t r e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  " P a p e rb o a t  
Journey", created, w ritten  an d  perform ed 
by  studen ts from  Astor Secondary School, 
toge ther w ith  y o u n g er pupils from  A stor 
an d  Tkmple Ewell P rim ary  Schools. T he 
Council's Schools A rt P roject was for th is 
y e a r  in c o rp o r a te d  in to  th e  F e s tiv a l, 
providing a  finale to the  festivities in  th e  
to w n . A lo c a l  p r o f e s s io n a l  t h e a t r e  
com pany  - S trange Cargo - in  associa tion  
w ith  jazz m usician , P eter Cook, staged a 
two w eek  resid en cy  on  com bined  arts,

PAPER BOAT JOURNEY, Pencester Gardens PHOTO: by courtesy of PETER SOWERBY



in c lu d in g  c ra ft, m u sic , d an c e , d ra m a  
a n d  th e a tr e  sk ills  tr a in in g . O ver 100 
ch ild ren  w ere involved, w orking closely 
w ith  staff, w ith  th e  su p p o rt o f p a ren ts  
an d  friends.

T h e re  w as so m e th in g  spec ia l in  th e  
a tm o sp h e re  on  th e  ev en in g  befo re  the  
big day, w h e n  partic ipan ts, bu sy  m aking  
final p repara tions to  costum es an d  sets, 
decided  spon taneously  to b reak  ou t in to  
so n g  a n d  p e r fo rm a n c e  in  o n e  o f  th e  
H a rb o u r  B oard 's w a re h o u se  sh ed s. I t 
w as o bv ious th a t  th e se  y o u n g  p e o p le  
h a d  r e a l ly  g a in e d  fro m  th e  p ro je c t ,  
le a r n e d  to w o rk  to g e th e r , d isc o v e red  
ta le n ts  p re v io u s ly  u n k n o w n , sh o w n  
ded ication  to an d  passion  for th e  p ro jec t 
a n d  still h ad  fun!

O n th e  n ig h t the  h eav y  w inds dropped  
an d  te m p era tu re s  nudged  a little  h igher 
as w e assem b led  in  th e  M arket square  
w ith  a flo tilla  o f  flickering  p a p e r  b o a t 
l a n t e r n s .  T h e  p r o c e s s io n  le d  u s  to  
P e n c e s te r  G ardens, tra n s fo rm e d  for a 
couple o f h ou rs  in to  a m agical k ingdom

of light, sound and  m ovem ent, as w e w ere 
ta k e n  on  a jo u rn e y  o f  d isco v ery  w ith  
m ag ica l c re a tu re s , m ig h ty  m a c h in e s , 
sh ip w rec k s  a n d  a  tre e  g lazed  shadow  
p u p p e t  sh o w . T h e  s p e l l  b in d in g  
p e r f o rm a n c e  w as  t h e n  to p p e d  b y  a 
m a g n if ic e n t F irew o rk s S p e c tac u la r  to 
k eep  everyone aw ake a little  longer! My 
ph ilosophy  has always b ee n  th a t u n less 
young  peop le are in troduced  to th e  A rts 
a t  a y o u n g  age th e y  w ill n e v e r  t ru ly  
u n d erstan d  the  rich n ess  th ey  can  b ring  
to o u r lives. It w as a  fitting  finale to th e  
Festival. It h ad  o pened  an d  closed on  a 
h ig h ,  w ith  e x c e l le n t  s u p p o r t  f ro m  
residen ts an d  visitors.

Tbm orrow  w e will beg in  all over again 
w ith  p lans for 1998. T he th e m e w ill be  
"C oastal L an d scap es" , lo o k in g  a t a n d  
addressing  env ironm en ta l issues th rough  
th e  a r ts  a n d  e v e n ts  p ro g ra m m e . It is 
p lan n ed  to ru n  the  Festival o f D over from  
Bank H oliday S atu rday  23rd M ay u n til 
S aturday 30th M ay — so m ake a no te  in  
y o u r diary!

Membership News -  Summer 1997
THANKS TO MEMBERS -  th e  m ajority  -  who have now  paid th e ir  subscriptions. To save
postage, cheques a n d /o r  cash p u t th rough  our door will no t norm ally  be  acknowledged,
though  I am  h ap p y  to provide new  m em bersh ip  cards at the  AGM or on  receip t o f a
stam ped  and  addressed  envelope. Also, for econom y reasons, w e try  to lim it b an k
transactions and  cheques m ay take som e w eeks to show  up  on a sta tem ent. P lease do
n o t hesita te  to te lephone  m e if  th e re  are any  queries.

We are becom ing  m ore and  m ore in te rnational and  have m em bers in  th e  USA, New
Zealand, Norway, Belgium and  Australia, one recru ited  as a resu lt of our advertisem en t
in  th e  Dover Town C entre Shopping Guide, w hich I hope w ill con tinue to be  published.
N evertheless, w ord of m ou th  is th e  m ost effective m eans of gaining new  m em bers, so
please m en tio n  our activities to your friends,

The C om m ittee is try ing  to show  tha t all members are w elcom e at our m eetings and
w e in ten d  to provide a positive greeting to anyone com ing along for th e  first tim e. Since
'Society' includes com panionship  we hope to live up to our nam e and  at our October
m eeting we especially w elcom e all new  m em bers who are able to attend  tha t first m eeting
o f the  w in te r season. O ne of the  com m ittee m em bers will be  standing at th e  door and
w e w ould ask new  m em bers to identify  them selves as th ey  arrive.

Since th e  last issue o f th e  Newsletter w e have w elcom ed: Mr A, Brooks, M r R. Kennett,
Mr & Mrs L. Wood, M r S' Mrs R. Evans, M r P. Waelput, Mrs T. Hirst, Mr M. Igglesden,
M r & Mrs H. G ordon and  Mrs P. Mayes. ,

SHEILA R. COPE, Membership Secretary



A Castle; a Railway and
a Garden Report and photographs by HUGH BAX

“Drifting banners tell their progress to the counties” .

W e start with the train. The m orning was sunny and bright, w ith a cool 
south-east wind blowing across the sky, as has been the climatic pattern 

of rcent weeks.
T he coach bore us first to T enterden  and 
dropped us at the  New Town station, w here 
we w ere to take th e  East Kent and Sussex 
Railway to N orthiam . We had  an  ho u r to 
stroll around  and  look at th e  sights. Some 
penetrated  Tenterden as far as St. M ichael's 
Church. O thers explored th e  delightfully 
p r e s e rv e d  a n d  r o m a n t ic  s ta t io n  a n d  
railway yard.

We exam ined th e  booking hall and ticket 
office, w alked along the  platform, visited 
th e  " u sua l offices" ( only two authentic) 
and  adm ired  th e  tan k  engines and  the  red 
coaches. T h e re  w as a P u llm an  an d  an  
L.M.S. and  an  eneigetic  p late-layer doing 
h is  s tu f f . We fo u n d  o u r  w ay  to  th e  
refreshm en t room, w here w e sat on hard  
w o o d en  cha irs  at lit tle  w o o d en  tables, 
taking tea  and biscuits. We enjoyed th e  old 
adver-tisem ents, w hich the  older m em bers 
o f th e  group rem em bered  so well; Coal T&r

Soap, Lyon's Tea and  one th a t m ust have 
m y s t if ie d  o u r  y o u n g e r  m e m b e rs , a 
handsom e h ead  of a zebra, inscribed  w ith 
th e  words " Zebra Blacking". I was sorry 
no t to see " Virol - Growing Girls N eed It". 
We fo und  ev e ry o n e 's  fav o u rite  seaside  
poster; " Skegness is so bracing".

The short jo u rn e y  across Rom ney M arsh 
to N orth iam  was cheering. T he coaches 
(I w as in  w as an  a n c ie n t L.M.S. one), 
a l th o u g h  w o rn  a n d  b a t te re d - lo o k in g  
w ere spacious and  felt com fortable. T he 
m arsh  , g reen  and  glowing, w as lovely in  
th e  late May sun.Stream s o f sm oke from  
our handsom e engine b lew  gently  away 
across th e  m eadow s, b rig h t w ith  spring 
flowers. The little stations w ere clean and  
tidy, except for T en terden . R olvenden 
s e e m e d  to  b e  th e  S w in d o n  o f  th is  
engineering  enterprise, exhibiting b its of 
locom otives, b ro k en  bo ile rs  an d  bogies

ONE OF THE WELL-PRESERVED ENGINES



18  tying upside down w ith  the ir w heels in  the 
air. T hen  too soon th e  jo u rn ey  cam e to an  
end  ju s t as we w ere enjoying ourselves in  
the  little tra in  on a rem arkably sm ooth line 
gliding betw een  th e  villages.

*I  do love these ancient ruins
We never tread upon them hut we set
Our feet upon some ancient history".

We rejo ined  our coach, w hich took us to 
Bodiam Castle. This castellated, fortified 
m ansion  is set on a g reen  hill overlooking 
th e  river delta. The castle is a jew el and  
its setting enchanting. G reen hillocks and  
m eadow s studded w ith  trees su rround  it

and  , seeing its pictures'queness, one is in  
d a n g e r  o f  fo rg e ttin g  th a t  its  o r ig in a l 
purpose w as no t prim arily  aesthetic b u t 
fiercely defensive, it was bu ilt as a defence 
a g a in s t  th e  F re n c h  b y  S ir E d w ard  
Dalyngrigge betw een  1385 and 1392. It has 
four sim ilar towers, one at each com er, 
th re e  rec tan g u la r and  th e  m ag n ificen t 
tw in  tow ers of th e  gatehouse. We w alk up  
to th e  N ational Trust office and  m useum , 
w h ich  co n ta in s  in te re s tin g  artifac ts  o f 
farm , k itc h en  an d  arm oury , recovered  
from  the  grounds at various tim es.

TUrning to look back  at th e  castle, w e 
see  a n  a rc h ite c tu ra l  w o n d e r  se t in  a 

b eau tifu l m oat, approached  
b y  a long, w o oden  b ridge. 
W hen we en te r  th e  castle we 
e n te r  a ru in , o p e n  to th e  
sky.The dom estic build ings 
w h ich  once ranged  aro u n d  
th e  g re a t c o u r ty a rd  h a v e  
n early  all b ee n  dism antled. 
Only doorways, windows and 
fireplaces on the  cu rta in  w all 
give an y  in d ic a tio n  o f th e  
original arrangem ents. But it 
has b ee n  possible for scholars 
to p lo t th e  o rdering  o f th e  
Great Hall, chapel, kitchen, 
re fec to ry  an d  o th e r  offices 
and  it is com paratively easy 
to le t the  im agination  w ork 
a n d  p e o p le  th e  c a s t le 's  
in terio r and to becom e aware 
that, as m uch as it was a place 
o f  fo rm id a b le  d e fe n c e , 
B odiam  C astle  w as also  a 
com fortable m anor house. Sir 
E d w ard  D a ly n g rig g e  h a d  
prospered  from  his activities 
during th e  French wars. After 
th e  W ar o f  th e  R oses th e  
castle seem s to have fallen 
into a long slum ber. After the 
C ivil W ar it  w as p a r t ia l ly  
d ism an tled  an d  d u ring  the  
e ig h tee n th  an d  n in e te e n th  
ce n t-u rie s  fell in to  p ic tu r 
esque, ivy-clad ru in . It was 
saved by Lord Curzon who,

A STRIKING VIEW OF ONE OF THETOWERSOF BODIAM CASTLE
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belew: BODIAM CASTLE



THE FLOWER GARDEN, DIXTER HOUSE

who, on  his re tu rn  from  the  vice-royalty 
o f Ind ia in  1905, saw it, fell in  love w ith  
it, b o u g h t it  a n d  re s to re d  it. We ow e 
h im  m uch.

H ow could such sweet and  
winsome hours 

Be reckoned hut with heaven's 
flowers*

It was tim e to m ove on  to Great Dixter, 
f ro m  m e d ia e v a l d e fe n s iv e  m a n o r  to  
TUdor h a lf- tim b e re d  house , b r ill ia n tly  
re s to re d  b y  L u ty e n s  in  1910. W hat a 
p le a s u r e  i t  w as to  h e a r  a g a in  th e  
ro m a n t ic  s to ry  o f  th e  d isc o v e ry  an d  
re s to ra tio n  o f th e  h o u se  b y  th e  L loyd 
fam ily, to adm ire  th e  w o n d erfu l w ood
w o rk  o f  th e  G re a t H a ll an d  th e  ea sy  
c o m fo r t  o f  th e  s a lo n . M an y  o f  o u r  
m em bers w ill know  th a t Mr. C hristopher 
Lloyd w rites a w eekly le tte r  on h is garden 
for "C ountry Life".

We w e re  s h o w n  th e  ro o m  w h e re  
th is  w ork is carried  out and  a com plete 
b o u n d  se t o f “C o u n try  Life", th e  on ly  
one in  existence, as th e  m agazine's ow n 
copy  w as d e s tro y e d  b y  b o m b s d u rin g  
th e  war.

It was to th e  garden  th a t we eagerly 
tu rn e d  a f te r  v iew in g  th e  h o u se . O ur

a p p e t i t e s  h a d  b e e n  w h e t t e d  b y  th e  
delightful m eadow  in  front o f th e  house, 
w here grasses and wild flowers are allowed 
to grow naturally , p resen ting  to th e  view 
a colourful tableau. Nowadays all around 
the  beds and bordersof the  garden th e  wild 
flowers are allowed to grow and th e  effect 
is very pleasing.There are m any  flowering 
sh ru b s  a n d  c lim b e rs  w h ic h  I c a n n o t 
n a m e  a n d  th e  s u n k e n  g a rd e n  is a 
ka le id o sco p e  o f colour, as m u c h  from  
foliage as flowers, grey, red and  green. The 
fam ous long b o rd er is filled w ith  p lan ts 
developing th e ir  s treng th  for th e ir  high 
sum m er glory, w ith  th e  last o f th e  tu lips 
and  bands of m any  striking lupins, blue, 
w h ite  an d  pu rp le , and  along th e  g rea t 
b o rd e r  fo rge t-m e-no ts, a llow ed  a lm ost 
com plete freedom , so th a t th e  w hole is 
seen  th rough  a b lue haze.

A fter surveying the  garden, we had  th e  
pleasurable task of resisting th e  tem ptation  
to b u y  som e o f th e  m any  delights on offer 
in  th e  nursery , w here Mr. Lloyd h im self 
appeared , acco m p an ied  b y  th e  la rg est 
dachshund I have ever seen.

A nother excellent Dover Society outing, 
sp le n d id ly  o rgan ised  an d  a rra n g e d  b y  
Joan  Liggett.



THE CASTLE, drawn c1792 for Hasted’s “History and Typographical Survey of the County of Kent”DOVER CASTLE
Wr  h e n  Mr . KEN Scott , the General Manager of Dover Castle, 

gave a talk  to the  Society in  March, he gave us the  good 
new s tha t, in  1998, English  H eritage, w h ich  has had  th e  
running of the castle since 1984, is to spend a large proportion 

of its allocation of funds in improving Dover Castle.

The m oney will be used to provide a new car park and to improve 
the Keep and the Wartime TUnnels. The Keep will have extensive repairs 
(already under way in 1997). It was suggested that some of the m oney will be 
spent in furnishing some of the halls of the keep in the styles of different 
periods of history of the castle and acquiring arm our and other suitable 
accoutrements to help to set the scene and give visitors a taste of past centuries 
when the castle was occupied. On occasions actors would be engaged to add to 
the credibility of the settings. As in the sum m er of 1997, there will be special 
events and exhibitions on every weekend in 1998.

With a prom ise of im proved links betw een tow n and castle, this is 
good news indeed for Dover. The castle is always our foremost attraction, 
dom inating the skyline by day and providing a spectacular background, 
illuminated at night.

Tb rem ind us of the importance of the castle to Dover, Ivan Green kindly 
agreed to write a " Pocket Book Story" of the castle, especially for this edition of 
the Newsletter.

This is followed by Audrey Kirk's report of Ken Scott's talk and by a 
wartime anecdote, submitted by Tferry Sutton. [ E d i t o r
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A Pocket-book Story
of Dover Castle b y  IVAN GREEN
M any volumes have been written about the long story of Dover castle 

and even more words have been spoken. This is an endeavour to put 
not a quart bu t m any galleons into a pint pot.

O u r s to ry  m u s t s ta rt w ith  th e  ea rly  
Iro n  Age fort on  th e  h ill n ow  occup ied  
b y  th e  m assive  sto n e  fortress. Like m a n y  
o th e r  Iro n  Age forts in  Kent, it  w ould  
h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  o f  e a r t h e n  b a n k s  
re in fo rced  w ith  w ood, in  abou t 100 BC, 
as an  u n su c ce ssfu l d e fen ce  ag a in st th e  
th re a t o f in v as io n  b y  co n tin en ta l Belgic 
tr ib es  and  s tre n g th e n e d  b y  th e m  against 
an  eq u a lly  fru itless  R om an invasion .

B esides th e ir  g rea t forts an d  h a rb o u r  
in  th e  valley , th e  R om ans e re c te d  two 
g rea t b e a c o n  to w ers  a t Dover, o n e  on 
ea ch  side  o f th e  h a rb o u r  en tra n ce , as 
th e y  did a t all th e ir  im p o rta n t h a rb o u rs . 
A few  re m a in s  o f th e  w estw ard  one, th e  
B redenstone , su rv iv es  on  th e  W estern  
H eights, b u t  th e  Pharos, said to b e  th e  
m o s t  c o m p le te  R o m a n  b u i ld in g  in  
E n g la n d , s u r v iv e s  a lm o s t  c o m p le te  
w ith in  th e  p re se n t castle  area. H ere  th e  
R o m a n s  m u s t  h a v e  e s ta b l i s h e d  a 
c o m m u n ity  a d d itio n a l to th a t  in  th e  
v a lley  b u t  little  o f it n o w  survives.

In  Saxon tim e s  th e re  w as ce rta in ly  
an  im p o r ta n t co m m u n ity  in  th e  valley, 
la rg e ly  b ased  on  th e  re m a in s  o f  th e  old 
R om an forts, h a rb o u r  an d  occupational 
a rea. T h is co m m u n ity , w h ich  b e c a m e  a 
fortified  bu rgh , grew  up  a ro u n d  th e  old 
P h a r o s .  O f  th i s  c o m m u n i ty ,  l i t t l e  
ev idence, excep t th e  fine  Saxon chu rch , 
su rv iv es  b u t  i t  m u s t h a v e  b e e n  q u ite  
co n s id erab le  in  size an d  p ro sp e r ity  to 
h a v e  b u ilt  th e  c h u rc h  there , p robab ly  in

th e  firs t tw o d ec ad e s  o f  th e  e le v e n th  
ce n tu ry . T h e  ch u rc h  su rv iv es as on e  o f 
th e  finest Saxon ch u rch es in  th e  c o u n try .

W hen  W illiam  o f N o rm an d y  defeated  
H aro ld  a t B attle in  1066 h e  m a rc h e d  h is  
m e n  s tra ig h t to Dover, p au s in g  on ly  to 
w reak  v engeance  on th e  folk o f R om ney. 
At D over h is  u n d isc ip lin ed  h o a rd  b u r n t  
th e  to w n  a n d  ro b b e d  a n d  m u rd e re d  
m a n y  o f th e  in h ab itan ts  befo re  a ttack ing  
th e  b u rg h  es tab lish ed  ro u n d  th e  R om an 
P haros. H e  o v erran  it in  a few  days an d  
ev ic ted  th e  in h ab itan ts , p au s in g  o n ly  to 
re p a ir  th e  dam ag e h is  a ttack  h a d  caused  
befo re  h e  co n tin u e d  h is  m a rc h  tow ards 
C an te rb u ry .

O do, W illia m 's  h a l f  b ro th e r ,  w as  
so rapacious th a t h e  provoked a rebe llion  
o f th e  p eo p le  o f  K ent an d  th e y  in v ited  
th e  Earl o f B oulogne to su p p o rt th e m . 
T h e y  a ttac k ed  th e  ca s tle  in  1067 b u t  
failed to take  it.

W ith  O do  d is g r a c e d ,  W ill ia m  
in tro d u c ed  th e  sy s tem  o f C astle G uard  
te n u re , g ra n tin g  m a n o rs  all o v e r  th e  
c o u n try  to h is  m o st tru s te d  fo llow ers in  
exchange for re g u la r  p e rio d s  o f guard  
a t th e  castle. T h is  p ro d u ce d  171 K nights 
fees w h ich  p rov ided  a guard  o f 5 k n ig h ts  
w ith  th e ir  m e n  a t all tim e s  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  year.

L ittle w as d o n e  to th e  d e fe n ces  u n til 
th e  re ign  o f  H e n ry  th e  Second, th e  g rea t 
castle  bu ilder. H is w ork  at D over s ta rte d  
w ith  p re lim in a ry  w o rk s b e tw e e n  1168



an d  1174. In  th e se  y ea rs  w ork  took p lace  
on  th e  g rea t keep , th e  la s t o f  th e  g rea t 
sq u a re  k ee p s  b u ilt in  England, an d  on 
th e  w alls o f  th e  in n e r  bailey , u n d e r  th e  
co n tro l o f M a u ric e  th e  E ng ineer, th e  
K in g 's  m a s te r  m a s o n .  M u c h  m a jo r  
b u ild in g  w as d o n e  b e tw e e n  1183 an d  
1185 and  w ork  co n tin u ed  on th e  bu ild ing  
o f th e  o u te r  w alls. T h ese  w orks a re  now  
re c o g n ise d  b y  th e  re c ta n g u la r  m u ra l 
tow ers. All th e se  w orks w ere  co m p le ted  
in  ab o u t 1190.

W hen  King Jo h n  lo s t N o rm an d y  in  
1204 h e  w as forced to im prove h is  coastal 
defences and  D over C astle w as in  special 
danger. H e  b u ilt th e  cu rta in  w all ro u n d  
its  w est an d  n o r th  sides, to g e th e r  w ith  
th e ir  m ura l towers, w h ich  are p rincipally  
D sh a p ed  in  p lan .

A nd  n o n e  too  soon , s in c e  in  1216 
th e  s o n  o f  th e  F re n c h  k in g , L o u is , 
invaded  K ent and  attacked  D over Castle, 
co n c e n tra tin g  o n  th e  N o rth  Gate, tak ing  
its d efen siv e  b a rb ican . U nab le  to e ith e r  
d e fea t th e  tin y  g arriso n  b y  a rm s o r b y  
s ta rv in g  th e m  out, th e  F re n c h  m in e d  
th e  g re a t N o rth  G ate, b r in g in g  dow n 
its  e a s te rn  tower, b u t  still th e  d e fe n d ers  
h e ld  out. K ing J o h n  died, th e  F re n c h  
w ith d rew  an d  th e  g rea t castle  defender, 
H u b e rt de Burgh, se t to w ork  to re p a ir  
th e  dam age an d  e lim ina te  shortcom ings. 
U n til  1256 th e  th e n  e n o rm o u s  s u m  
o f  £7 ,000  w as  s p e n t  in  p e r m a n e n tly  
c lo s in g  th e  d a m a g e d  N o r th  G a te , 
b u i ld in g  S t. J o h n 's  T o w e r  a n d  th e  
ou tw orks there , bu ild ing  th e  F itzW illiam  
Tbwers, ex tend ing  th e  cu rta in  w all to th e  
e d g e  o f  th e  c l i f f  a n d  b u i ld in g  th e  
C o n s ta b le 's  T o w er to  fo rm  th e  n e w  
e n tra n c e  gate, w h ich  w as co m p le ted  in  
1227.

K ing E dw ard th e  F ou rth  m o d e rn ised  
th e  g rea t k ee p  a t a cost o f  m o re  th a n  
£10,000, w h ic h  in c lu d e d  m u c h  d e ta il 
w ork. H e n ry  th e  F ifth  u sed  th e  castle  as 
h isbase  for h is  operations against France. 
H e n ry  th e  E ig h th  u se d  th e  c a s tle  to 
a ssem b le  h is  p a rty  for th e  g rea t F ield o f

C loth  o f Gold m e e tin g  an d  h e  also b u ilt 
th e  T tidor B ulw ark an d  M oat's B ulw ark 
in  th e  c liff below .

T h e  S tu a rt k in g s  w ere  re m a rk a b ly  
c a r e le s s  o f  th e  c a s t l e 's  d e f e n s iv e  
im p o rta n ce , so m u c h  so th a t in  1642, 
d u rin g  th e  civil war, a h an d fu l o f D over 
civ ilians w ere  ab le to ca p tu re  an d  ho ld  
it u n til P a r lia m e n ta r ia n  tro o p s took  it 
over an d  h e ld  it for th e  P a rlia m en ta rian  
cause  in  sp ite  o f abortive Royalist attacks 
in  1642 an d  1648.

In  C h arles  th e  S econd 's  re ig n  th e  
castle, its  a rm a m e n ts  an d  its g a rriso n  
tro o p s b e c a m e  ru n  dow n an d  useless, 
th e  k in g  s p e n d in g  h i s  m o n e y  o n  
p e r s o n a l  p l e a s u r e s  a n d  h i s  c o u r t  
favourites.

F rom  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  
c e n tu ry  o n w ard s, m u c h  d a m a g e  w as 
done  to th e  castle  to m ak e  it su itab le  for 
m o d e rn  w a rfa re  a g a in s t th e  F re n c h , 
p r in c ip a lly  to p rov ide gun  p la tform s, for 
w h ic h  m a n y  o f  th e  o ld  to w e rs  w e re  
m odified , p a rticu la rly  to p rov ide c lea r 
fields o f  fire for th e  guns. In  addition , 
w a lls  w e re  b a n k e d  u p  w ith  e a r th  to 
absorb  th e  im p a c t o f ball am m u n itio n  
th e n  in  u s e .  D u r in g  th i s  a n d  th e  
N a p o le o n ic  p e r io d s  e n o r m o u s  
a lte ra tions, b o th  to th e  castle  its e lf  an d  
to its ou tw orks, d es tro y ed  so v e ry  m u c h  
o f th e  o lder w ork, m u c h  o f w h ich  w e 
re g re t today. But, o f  course, th e  castle  
w as p r im a rily  an  im p o rta n t defen siv e  
w o rk  an d  it h a d  to b e  a l te re d  to su it 
n e w e r  m e th o d s  o f w arfare.

T h e  c a s t l e  s u r v iv e d  a lm o s t  
u n sc a th e d  th ro u g h  two g rea t w orld  w ars 
in  th e  h a n d s  o f th e  m ilita ry , b u t  a fte r 
1945 it w as la rg e ly  u n d e r  th e  M in istry  
o f P ub lic  B uild ings an d  W orks, w h o se  
h ig h ly  sk illed  an d  p ro fe ss io n a l w o rk  
force b ro u g h t it u p  to its p re s e n t  fine  
cond ition . N ow  in  th e  h a n d s  o f E nglish  
H eritage, it h a s  finally  passed  from  its 
t im e  o f  m ilita ry  im p o r ta n c e  a n d  is a 
le ad in g  a ttrac tio n  for v isito rs b o th  from  
h o m e  an d  abroad.
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A REPORT BY AUDREY KIRK

The Future 
of Dover Castle

A large and superb colour print of Dover Castle enhanced the stage of St. 
Mary's Hall at our March Meeting. This was a useful backdrop to the evening's 
address by Ken Scott, the General Manager of Dover Castle for English Herit
age. This fast-talking, enthusiastic Yorkshire man, now resident in the castle, 
has promised to bring Dover Castle into the first line of tourist attractions with 
the improvements planned for the castle by English Heritage in 1998.

Statistically Stonehenge has been the best revenue earner for English Herit
age, said Mr. Scott, with Dover Castle a close second. In 1998 Dover Castle will 
be in the forefront of their planning.

-Mr Scott outlined m any of the proposed improvements, some of which are 
already in progress.

THE KING HENRY II KEEP
T his ce n trep ie ce  o f th e  castle  is a lread y  
ge ttin g  p r io r i ty  w ith  extensive rep a irs  to  
th e  ro o f a n d  s to n e  w ork. It is expected  
th a t  th e  w ork  w ill be f in ish e d  in  1998. 
The Keep will be used for exhib itions an d  
specia l events every  w eekend.
.CAR PARKING AND ACCESS

The fu tu re  p lan  is m ost ingenious to 
p ro v id e  c a r  p a rk in g  o n  th e  n e w ly -  
purchased  land at Broadlees Bottom, w ith 
access to th e  castle via FitzW illiam Gate. 
It was also p lanned  to ru n  a 72ft land train, 
consisting  of a Land Rover pulling  two 
trailers, to provide a shuttle service w ith in  
th e  castle grounds.

SECRET WARTIME TUNNELS
T h is  is th e  n ew  m a rk e tin g  n am e  

for " H ellfire  Corner". T he tu n n e ls  and  
c a s tle  to g e th e r  a re  a n  im p o r ta n t  
package m a rk e ted  by  English H eritage 
a n d  h a s  b e c o m e  th e i r  s e c o n d

biggest attraction. A lready th e re  are over
300,000 visitors a year

The tu n n e ls  have already had  a great 
deal of m oney  spen t on them . Last year 
the  hospital level was m ade available to 
visitors.

QUESTION TIME
T here was som e discussion o f links 

betw een tow n and castle, w ith taxi services 
or shuttle buses.

Mr. Scott said th a t THE OFFICERS' 
MESS has had  £1,000,000 spen t on  repa ir 
and tha t it is hoped  it will b e  a ho te l and 
conference centre.

The audience w ere p leased  to lea rn  
tha t QUEEN ELIZABETH Fs POCKET 
PISTOL is back  at the  castle and  on view  
in  th e  N.A.F.F.I. block.

At the  end  of th e  talk  we felt th a t th e  
prospects for our castle, our heritage, are 
m ost encouraging for th e  future.



TERRY SUTTON

Raiders at the Castle
IT WAS DECEMBER 1943 and K en was on du ty  th a t n igh t H e 

h ad b e en  driven, w ith others, th rough the  cordon of sentries 
to get into the netw ork of grey-green, rough-hewn, chalk 
und erg ro u n d  tu n n e ls  lead ing  to C om bined H eadquarters 

b en ea th  th e  Castle.
Ken recalls: "Off th e  m ain  tu n n e ls  w ere th e  Signals C entre 

offices w ith  trim  W rens in  navy b lue skirts and  w hite b louses 
and  ATS and WAAF in  th e ir  sm art uniform s. All w ere b u sy  as 
bees carrying m essages, recording signals and  typing on te le 
p rin te r keyboards. T he ringing of te lephones and the  back
ground of p rin te r keys gave th e  im pression  of business-like 
efficiency. W ireless receivers w ere lined  u p  on e ith er side of 
th e  tunne l. All com m unication  w ith  d istan t stations -  usually  
at Portsm outh  -  w as b y  five-letter cipher in  m orse code. Small 
w onder th e n  th a t w hen  a door w as flung open  in  th e  m iddle of 
th e  night, and  a couple of m en  stepped  quickly inside and 
o rdered us to get away from  our keyboards, th a t we took som e 
tim e to react. The in truders  w ere arm ed  w ith  sub-m achine 
guns, had  darkened  faces and  had  th e  conventional w oollen 
caps of raiders."

Who w ere they? A nd w hat w ere th ey  doing in  such  a heavily  
defended com m unications cen tre? T hey  w ere Royal M arines 
from  Deal staging an exercise to te s t th e  castle's security .

Ken says it took som e tim e before the  raiders could persuade 
th e  operators to line up  in  a group. By then , he  says, th e y  had 
realised  th e  in truders w ere 'on  our side'. P erhaps they  w ould 
have m oved w ith  m ore alacrity  if  th e ir  un iform s had  b ee n  
G erm an arm y grey!

But how  did th e y  get in? K en says it is only recen tly  he  
discovered w hat happened. H e says a fo rm er Leading W ren, 
Sheila Jennings, nee  Leuty, was th e  key  to th e  success of th is 
am azing infiltration.

She had  b ee n  in struc ted  to c a n y  out an  unob trusive 'recce' 
of the  castle, w ell in  advance, and  she d iscovered a gap below  
a w ell-secured door th a t led into th e  castle. T he gap had, 
apparently , b ee n  w orn  aw ay by  generations ofboo ted  feet and 
th e  passage on th e  o ther side w as a sally port b u ilt so th a t 
defending troops could get out o f th e ir  defensive positions to 
surprise besiegers.

She inform ed th e  leader o f th e  Royal M arines at Deal and 
convinced h im  that, stripped of th e ir  packs and  equipm ent, 
slim M arines w ould be able to squeeze u n d e r th e  secure door. 
And th a t's  ju s t w hat th ey  did and  how  th ey  cam e to surprise 
Com bined H eadquarters at Dover Castle.

The Story 
of the day 
when a 
young Wren 
helped in 
the capture 
of heavily 
defended 
Dover Castle 
at the end 
of the
1939-45 War.

As told by 
an old soldier, 
Ken Fleet, 
of Deal, who 
was working 
in the
underground 
complex 
at the time.



MERRIL LILLEY

Ivan Green's 
Colour Guide to Dover

A welcome addition to the growing num ber of books about Dover is Ivan 
Green's Colour Guide, published at the end of 1996. Pocket-sized, priced at 
£2.95, it is excellent value, containing six guided tours around the Dover area, 
with route maps included and 102 colour plates all from Ivan's own transparen
cies. These are of very high quality with excellent reproduction and m ust be 
one of the best collections of photographs of Dover in one compact booklet.

Ivan Green, w ith  h is wife Margaret, be- last te n  of th e  books th ey  have produced, 
gan h is  collection o f photographs and data perhaps th e  b es t know n being  th e ir  "Book 
w h en  he arrived hom e to Dover from  mili- of th e  Cinque Ports." 
ta ry  service in  1945. H e now  has 45,000 This la tes t pub lication  is a m u st for 
colour slides and  over 50,000 black and  a D ovorian. It is w orth  b uy ing  ju s t  for
w hite  negatives and volum es of inform a- th e  pictures, quite apart from  th e  usefu l
tion  on every part of Kent, used  extensively in fo rm ation  on  guided walks. I t is also
over the  years in  h is talks and articles. Also to be recom m ended  for gifts for friends
th e  m ateria l on Kent has b ee n  u sed  in  the and visitors.

The Cover Picture: FROM IVAN GREEN'S COLLECTION

Ivan has kindly provided us with these explanatory notes.
This old p r in t shows the  Castle as it w as before th e  anti-N apoleon alterations. T hese 
b ru ta l m odifications, m ade to convert th e  an c ien t bu ild ing  in to  an  18th ce n tu ry  strong 
po in t housing  m a n y  guns, w ere p a rt o f the  extensive cam paign  to repe l th rea ten e d  
invasions by N apoleon 's F rench arm ies.

A ncien t crenella tions w ere d ism an tled  to p e rm it guns to be  m o u n ted  on th e  tops o f 
the  towers, the  old roof o f th e  Keep w as pu lled  dow n and  th e  p re se n t b rick  ceiling 
installed  in  its place, bo th  to safeguard the  in te rio r from  stray  shots an d  to p e rm it the  
top o f the  Keep to be  u sed  by  the defenders. E laborate defences w ere added  to the  
exterior, especially  in, n ea r  an d  u n d e r St. John 's  Tbwer an d  the old N orth  Gate. E xten
sive earthw orks w ere dug a round  the  exterio r o f the  castle w alls and  great e a rth en  
banks w ere piled  up  against the  stone walls. It had  b ee n  p roved  th a t the  ball a m m u n i
tio n  fired from  the  guns o f th e  tim e sp lin tered  stone, m aking  it fly off on all d irections 
in  the  form  of sh a rp en ed  flakes, thus providing a le thal form  of stone shrapnel. In 
stead  the  ea rth en  banks absorbed the ball am m un ition , progressively destroy ing  its 
velocity  an d  b ring ing  it h arm lessly  to rest, bu ried  deep  inside them .



THE DOVER TOUR BUS at Mount Pleasant, Durham Hill photo courtesy of Dover Express

Guide Friday The EDITOR

Gu i d e  F r id a y 's  green and cream buses started operating on May 24th on 
a route starting at the Market Square and including Western Heights, 
Eastern Docks, Langdon Heights, Dover Castle, the waterfront, parts of 

the town and the cruise terminal, when a ship is in port. The tour takes one 
hour, slightly longer when the cruise term inal is included. There is a taped 
comm entary to give information to passengers.

A spokesman for Guide Friday says, off at the castle and catching the bus
"Our tours are specially designed to 
help visors find their way round the 
historic sites of Dover" This is a good 
way to introduce friends and visitors 
to the delights of Dover. It eliminates 
parking problems and minimises the 
am ount of explanation you need give 
as you visit the various sites. Also you 
and your party can nip on and off the 
bus as you choose, for instance getting

two hours later to return to the town, 
or alighting at Western Heights for an 
hour to adm ire the view and walk 
around the gun batteries and the Drop 
Redoubt, then boarding the bus again.

EDITOR
T h e  o p e ra tio n  r u n s  fro m  2 4 th  M ay - 
31 st August. T ickets cost £5.50. C o n 
cessions £4.00. Children u n d er 12, £2.00. 
Family ticket from  £11.00.



WHITE CLIFFS COUNTRYSIDE p a u l h o l t
PRO J ECT Assistant Project Officer,

MEMBERS MAY HAVE NOTICED in  th e  local p ress and  a b r ie f  m e n tio n  in  las t D ecem b er’s 
N ew sletter th a t th e  W hite Cliffs C o u n try sid e  P ro ject h a s  a n ew  p e rso n  on  th e  te am . 
P au l H o lt jo in e d  th e  te a m  in  S e p te m b e r  1996. H e w e n t to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f 
H ertfo rd sh ire  an d  co m p le ted  a B.Sc H ons in  E n v iro n m en ta l S tudies. T h is  in c lu d ed  
a w o rk  p la c e m e n t y e a r  w h e re  Paul w orked  for th e  Y orkshire D ales N ational Park  
an d  th e  P arc N a tio n al D es C e v en n e s  in  F rance . A fte r f in ish in g  U n iv e rs ity  in  
H e r tfo rd sh ire  h e  w e n t to  w o rk  as a W arden  o f  a N a tio n a l N a tu re  R eserv e  in  
Ire lan d . A t th e  sa m e tim e  do ing  a re se a rch  M asters D egree w ith  U n iv ersity  C ollege 
C ork  on  h ed g e ro w  b irds. Before com ing  to D over h e  w o rk ed  for th e  L in co ln sh ire  
W ildlife T rust as an  ed u ca tio n a l o fficer a t G ibraltar po in t. T he m a in  a re a  th a t  Paul 
is w o rk in g  on  is th e  W estern  H eigh ts an d  W hin less D ow n in  Dover.

W ith  a n ew  ad d itio n  to th e  te a m  it h a s  b e e n  possib le  to s ta r t  a m o n ito rin g  
p ro g ra m m e for th e  b u tte rf lie s  on  th e  W estern  H eights. T h is  invo lves  w alk ing  a 
ro u te  o n ce  a w ee k  co u n tin g  th e  n u m b e r  o f  b u tte rf lie s  w ith in  a se t d istance. T h is 
w ill h e lp  show  h o w  successfu l th e  m a n a g e m e n t is. C e rta in  sp ec ie s  o f  b u tte rf ly  
n e e d  specific  p lan ts, for exam ple  th e  ra re  A donis Blue an d  C halk  H ill Blue n e e d  
H o rsesh o e  v e tch  for th e  ca te rp illa rs  to feed on. T h is p la n t on ly  occu rs in  sh o rt 
g rass so th e  grazing  h a s  to m a tch  th e  p la n ts  n eed s.

T h e  S pring  an d  ea rly  S u m m er on th e  W estern  H eigh ts  h a s  b e e n  im p re ss iv e  for 
th e  flow ers. T h e  cow slips on  a n u m b e r  o f th e  fields h a v e  in c re ase d  in  re c e n t y ea rs  
th a n k s  to th e  grazing. T h is  y e a r  w ith  no  su m m e r graz ing  on Rope W alk field  n e a r  
A yecliff it is a r io t o f  colour, w ith  K idney  v e tch  P y ram id a l o rch ids M ilkw ort an d  
m a n y  o thers.

W hin less D ow n is th e  on ly  site  in  K ent w h e re  th e  Scarce F o reste r M oth  occu rs it 
is a sh in y  m e ta llic  g ree n  an d  can  b e  se en  fly ing on  w arm  su n n y  days in  th e  m id d le  
o f Ju n e . It is c losely  re la ted  to th e  sp e c ta cu la r  red  an d  b la ck  six sp o t B u rn e t m o th  
w h ich  is fam ilia r  day  fly ing m o th .

T h e  n e w  W estern  H eigh ts le a fle t is go ing  lik e  h o t cakes an d  h a s  b e e n  a g rea t 
success. T h e  S u m m er G uided  W alks p ro g ra m m e is o u t now . It h a s  m o re  th a n  
th re e  h u n d re d  w alks to su it all ages an d  in te rests , an d  can  b e  found  in  T burist 
In fo rm a tio n  C en tres, lib ra rie s  an d  d irec tly  from  us.

We look  forw ard to see in g  you  soon.



Hands moss the ChannelCROSS CHANNEL 
WALKERS
A clue to the  following com prehension  t e s t ...
A request cam e from  a F rench ram blers group to th e  Dover and T hanet Rights of Way 
Society (President: Jo h n  Gerrard, Publicity Secretary: Keith Gawn) to organise a Kent 
C ountryside walk for about fiftey randonneurs. The event received publicity  in  a local 
Pas de Calais new spaper and, as a result, on  13th April, th ree  of u s  m et 200 French 
walkers. Luckily Jo h n  and  Keith had  looked out a choice of routes.
Now read  on  ...

“ Deux cents randonneurs 
frangais dans le Kento
Le dimanche 13 Avril deux cents marcheurrs se sont rassembles vers 7 hu du 
m atin pres de la salle polyvalents de Moulle pour participer a une direction au 
lycee Ribot de Saint-Omer.

A p re s  a v o ir  re g u  u n e  c o l la t io n  e t  
q u e lq u e s  d irec tives su rl 'o rg a n isa tio n  de 
la  jo u r n e e ,  le  g ro u p e  s 'e s t  r e n d u  e n  
v o i tu r e  p e r s o n n e l l e  a u  t e r m in a l  
m a ritim e  de C alais p o u r  la  trav e rsee  en  
fe rry  ju s q u e  D ouvres.

La, tro is  ra n d o n n e u rs  anglais, Keith, 
Leo e t Val, le s  a tten d a ie n t p o u r le s  gu ider 
su r  le s  se n tie rs  e t  c h e m in s  du  K ent. Les 
m a r c h e u r s  se  s e p a r e r e n t  e n  d e u x  
g ro u p es: u n  de 60 p e rs o n n e s  e n v iro n  
p o u r  u n  p arco u rs  p lu s  sp o r tif  de 20km , 
e t  u n  seco n d  p o u r  u n e  ra n d o n n e e  p lu s  
fam ilia le  de 13km , le  lo n g  d es  falaises 
e n  d irec tio n  de St. M argare t's  a t Cliffe.

Le so le il e t a n t  a u  re n d e z v o u s , le  
g roupe s'insta lla  au  coeur de ce ch a rm an t 
village anglais p o u r  u n  p iq u e -n iq u e  b ie n  
m e rite . L 'apres-m idi, ap re s  avo ir fait le  
to u r  de  St M argaret, la  lo n g u e  file de 
ra n d o n n e u rs  p r it  le  c h e m in  du  re to u r  
vers D ouvres p o u r rep re n d re  le  fe rry  qui 
deb a rq u a  le  g roupe  (au  g rand  com plet!) 
v e rs  20 h  au  p o r t  de  C ala is , c h a c u n  
c o n s e rv a n t u n  e x c e lle n t s o u v e n ir  de 
c e t t e  j o u r n e e  p a s s e e  d a n s  c e t t e  
m a g n i f iq u e  c a m p a g n e  a n g la is e .  
P lusieu rs p e rso n n e s  se p ro m iren t m e m e  
d e  r e n o u v e le r  p r o c h a in e m e n t  c e t te  
excursion .

r e c e i p t - i$$;ue:N& ’3DVii|be Monday, 3rd November,
."The Editor welppmeis Gontributjotis -drawings or photographs. Accurate fc-opŷ  on;
komputer discs; is: most welcome,:.-Paper.copy?. sftouUfie.typedat double-spacjtfg- if  It ba

JM?Hpfrtiori in tK£ does [ not imply the agrepntnt w &l any vteM &pre$sed not
does the Society accept responsibiHty fo r cing j&miewente Alt p^ti&usd material remains the 
copyright property o f the mttiors ' /jrtt&s or photographers



Wartime Dover
P erhaps p ro m p te d  b y  read in g  som e o f th e  w artim e m e m o ries  o f Budge Adams, 
p rin ted  in  issues 27 and  28 of th e  Newsletter, two m em bers, Mr M aurice W ilson and 
M r S.S.G. Hale, have sen t contributions relating som e of th e ir  experiences in  Dover 
during World War II. T hey  m ake in teresting  reading. Editor

Maurice Wilson
who lives in Weavering Street, Maidstone, writes:-

I was b o m  in  Dover in  1927 at a n u rs
ing hom e n ea r the  co rner o f Maison 
D ieu  Road an d  Taswell S treet, and  

lived  in  H ea th fie ld  A venue u n til I was 
evacuated  w ith  th e  Dover Boys' C ounty 

School to Ebbw Vale in  1940. Even th e n  I 
re tu rn e d  ho m e for th e  school ho lidays 
u n t i l  I le f t sch o o l in  1943, r e tu rn in g  
to D over to jo in  m y  p a re n ts  (Dad w as 
th e  M anager of the  M aypole D airy Co. at 
48 Biggin Street, next to th e  King's Hall, 
a c in e m a )  a t th e i r  n e w  a d d re s s  in  
M arkland Road.

My first school was Miss L indsey's, 
from  age five u n til eight, w hen  I jo ined  
M iss R ookw ood 's class at th e  C o u n ty  
School. In  those days it was norm al to walk 
to school if  th e re  w a sn 't a co n v e n ie n t 
b u s route, and  m y  norm al route, w hich it 
w as accepted  you did on your own, was 
dow n to Barton Path, along to Beaconsfield 
Road, across th e  L o ndon  Road to th e  
ra ised  p art (Buckland Terrace) th e n  up  
p as t th e  C hapel to th e  a llo tm en ts  th a t 
ran  above U nion  Road (Coom be Valley 
Road) and  beh in d  the  Isolation H ospital 
in  N oah's Ark Road to th e  top en trance 
of the  school - I  believe th is w alk will be 
r e m e m b e r e d  b y  a t le a s t  o n e  o f  o u r  
Vice-Presidents! But from  th e  age of te n  
I g rad u a ted  to a bike, w h ich  w as very  
m uch  easier.

Dover was always a garrison tow n and 
w e becam e very  used  to th e  Navy and  the  
A rm y -  and  each reg im ent in  those days 
had  its ow n band  so th e re  was always an 
opportun ity  to lis ten  to them , either play
ing for th e  hym ns at the  M orning Service

in  the  Castle C hurch or, on  any Sunday, 
on th e  parade ground at th e  G rand Shaft 
Barracks, apart from  th e  special treats, like 
"Beating the  Retreat" on th e  Sea Front or 
m arching th rough the  tow n in  cerem onial 
style on th e ir  arrival or departure. T hat's 
how  I saw m y first M ounted Band and m ay 
explain w hy to this day I am  still very  fond 
of brass bands.

Also there  w ere m any  th e n  unexplained  
happenings around us at th a t tim e -  for 
example, th e  erection  of th e  m assive steel 
tow ers b eh ind  th e  Castle. Not u n til m ush  
la te r did w e le a rn  th ey  w ere for Radio- 
Location (Radar).

After the  War started  and the  G erm ans 
n ea red  th e  C hannel Coast w e ch ild ren  
q u ic k ly  le a r n t  a b o u t w ar -  in  t ru th ,  
we q u ite  en joyed  it, p articu la rly  w h en  
th e  M e s s e r s c h m it ts  s h o t d o w n  th e  
barrage balloons th a t th e n  adorned  our 
tow n, k ee p in g  a score an d  ru sh in g  to 
pick up  the  shrapnel, although we soon 
le a rn t it w ould b e  very  h o t if  w e w ere  
too quick! Youngsters have no real sense 
of danger

O ne of m y  m ost vivid m em ories of 
tha t tim e was standing on th e  A dm iralty 
P ier w atch ing  all th e  d e s tro y e rs  an d  
o ther ships, th ree  or four deep, unloading 
our troops from  D unkirk to be taken  away 
by  tra in  after train . The following w eek 
all the  local schools jo in ed  th a t railway 
line as well, and  at m any  stations as we 
passed  th rough  Kent th e re  w ere vo lun
teers, W.V.S., M others' Union, etc., waiting 
to give b uns and  cups of te a  to th e  w eary  
troops as the  trains pulled  up  to w ait for a



free line  ahead. It m ust have b ee n  a night- 
m a re  fo r  th e  ra ilw a y  a u th o r i t ie s  to 
organise, although we didn 't th in k  of it as 
such at the  tim e.

A fter that, from  1941 onwards, w hen  I 
re tu rn ed  hom e for the  holidays I travelled 
b y  bus and always had  to show m y Regis
tra tion  details at th e  public house outside 
S w an ley , fo r n o n - re s id e n ts  w e re  n o t 
allowed into the  area.

I le f t  W ales fo r good in  1943, aged 
s ix tee n , a n d  f irs t jo in e d  th e  B orough 
T reasurer's office for about th ree  m onths 
u n til I started  in  th e  W estm inster Bank. 
This was in  th e  long building on th e  cor
n e r  o f th e  M arket Square and  King Street, 
a single storey som e sixteen feet w ide at 
th e  beginning, leading to a two-storey o f
fice block above the  M anager's Room. This 
design resulted in  a very  long underground 
area, partly  a safe w here custom ers' boxes 
w ere stored and  th ree  o ther areas for stor
age, etc. N orm ally all staff w orked in  the  
Banking H alib u t during shelling (to w hich 
D over w as sub jected  from  12th August 
1940 u n til th e  26th Septem ber 1944) we 
left the  front door open  and  w en t dow n to 
th e  m ain  safe w here we had  set up  a coun
te r  so th a t w ork could still carry  on for 
custom ers to a ttend  to th e ir  business and 
th e n  wait, if  they  wished, during long shell
ing sessions. W hen th is happened , they  
shared our lunch  of sandw iches (the new  
'Spam' w as very popular) p repared  by  th e  
ledger keeper. O ur typist and adding m a
ch in e  o p e ra to r  sh a re d  a n o th e r  cellar, 
shored u p  b y  bau lks of tim ber, w hile an
o ther storage room  was occupied outside 
business hours by  fire-watchers, w hom  I 
had  to jo in  from  tim e to tim e. A nother of 
m y  duties at tha t tim e w as to visit th e  two 
u p p e r storeys to check th e  sand and w ater 
buckets, th is  p a rt o f th e  bu ild ing  being  
unoccup ied  and  derelict, due to w ar dam 
age. T he b an k  build ing was dam aged at 
least six teen tim es during the  War and it 
was th e  b ank  itself tha t persevered to keep 
a service going.

In  o rd e r  to h e lp  in  th is , th e  m a in  
windows, som e te n  feet high and  five feet 
w ide, h ad  b e e n  rem oved  and  rep laced

by  a double brick  reinforced wall, except 31 
for a very  sm all w indow  h igh  up. The 
W estm inster w as no t th e  only b an k  tha t 
stayed open during raids and  shelling, for 
w hile Lloyds and  th e  N ational Provincial, 
also in  the  M arket Square, closed, Barclays 
in  C a n n o n  S tre e t an d  th e  M id land  in  
Pencester Road, kep t open. It m ay  seem  
s u r p r i s in g  th a t  so m a n y  b u s in e s s e s  
k e p t going, b u t  th e re  w a s n 't  a lo t o f 
choice, for un til 1944, at least, shelling and 
raids w ere qu ite  sporadic, w ith  som etim es 
days or even w eeks betw een  attacks. A nd 
you  still h a d  to get h o m e for lu n c h  or 
afte r w ork -  all you  did w as to cycle a 
little  faste r th ro u g h  th e  like ly  she lling  
areas! Shells ten d ed  to land  in  Dover in  
m ore or less set lines, and  it was w idely 
th o u g h t th a t  th is  w as b e c a u s e  m a n y  
of th e  guns w ere on curving railw ay tracks 
and  they  ten d ed  to stop in  the  sam e place 
before firing. This 'straight line of explo
sions' can  be  seen  by  a close check of a 
m ap published by  the  Dover Express m any  
y ea rs  ago, an d  th e  lin e  I alw ays sped  
th rough  was th e  one ru n n in g  from  th e  
w este rn  side o f th e  M arket Square, on 
b eh in d  th e  Post Office, on to De Burgh 
Street and  on further. It is no t correct to 
th ink  tha t all Dover inhabitants o f tha t tim e 
ru shed  to th e  caves at every  inc iden t -  
the re  w ere m any, including all th e  people 
I knew, who never saw th e  inside of any 
of them !

A ltogether 2226 shells, 464 bom bs and 
th re e  p a ra c h u te  m in e s  fe ll in  D over 
d u rin g  th e  War an d  in  th e  fou r y ea rs  
b e tw e e n  1940 and  1944, G erm an  guns 
opened fire, e ither on convoys in  the  Straits 
o r on  th e  to w n  its e lf , s o m e tim e s  in  
retaliation to our ow n guns on top of the  
cliffs towards St. M argaret's Bay opening 
fire or m ore  o ften  on  su sp e c te d  troop  
m o v e m e n ts  o r  j u s t  p la in  'b lo o d y -  
m in d e d n e s s '.  T h e  a le r t  ( th e  n o rm a l 
a ir  ra id  w a rn in g  so u n d e d  tw ic e )  w as 
sou n d ed  and  th e  a le rt co n tin u ed  u n til  
usually  one hou r after th e  last shell had  
fa llen . S o m etim es  th e  G erm a n s  fire d  
ano ther soon after the  h o u r was up, and 
everybody was very  annoyed! At th e  end,



h o w e v e r, as  o u r  tro o p s  (C a n a d ia n s , 
I seem  to rem em ber) n eared  th e  Calais 
area shelling becam e alm ost continuous, 
in  th e  last day starting  at two a.m. w ith  
seven in  th e  first hour. More shells w ere 
fired in  th e  sea around  te n  o’clock and  at 
m id d a y  th e  a ll c le a r  so u n d e d . B efore 
long ano ther shell hera lded  th e  beginning 
o f  th r e e  h o u rs  c o n t in u o u s  b o m b a rd 
m ent, the  very  last shell falling on th e  op
p o s ite  s id e  o f  th e  M arke t S q u are  (on  
H ubbard 's U m brella Shop, w here  th e  TSB 
is now ) a t q u a r te r  p a s t se v e n  in  th e  
e v e n in g  o f  T uesday , 26 th  S e p te m b e r  
1944. A nd w h e n  it w as a n n o u n c e d  b y  
th e  M ayor, th ro u g h  th e  lo u d sp e a k e rs  
th a t had  b ee n  pu t on lam pposts th rough
o u t th e  m a in  s tre e t, th a t  all th e  g u n  
s i te s  h a d  b e e n  c a p tu r e d  m u s ic  w as 
p layed  for the  rest of th e  day. O ne certain  
tu n e  -  'O nce aboard the  lugger, and the  
girl is m ine ' -  seem ed m ost popular, being 
p layed m any  tim es th roughou t the day!

Before then, however, the  doodlebug

raids had  started  and w hile no t m any  fell 
in  Dover, som e h itting  th e  cliffs as th ey  
cam e in  flying too low  to clear, o th e rs  
w ere shot dow n by  RAF fighters or b y  the  
ack-ack guns th a t h ad  b ee n  set up  around 
th e  coast, som e even on our Sea Front. I 
can  still rem em ber being w oken one night 
by  a loud  harsh  vibrating noise and  look
in g  th ro u g h  m y  b e d ro o m  w in d o w  in  
M arkland Road seeing th is strange light 
crossing the  sky ju s t above P lum  Pudding 
Hill. W hen daylight cam e and we could 
see these  little  p ilotless p lanes head ing  
in la n d  w e rea lise d  w h a t w as going on  
b u t it w as som e tim e  befo re  ea rly  one 
m orning we saw m any  o ther p lanes head 
ing in  th e  opposite d irection  above th e  
sa m e  h ill , p la n e  a f te r  p la n e , m o s tly  
Dakotas and o ther p lanes pulling gliders, 
on th e ir  way, we learned  later, for A rnhem  
and  N ijm egen.
® M. Wilson, Rose House, W eavering Street, 
Weavering, Maidstone, Kent M EM  5JR

Dover Boyhood Blitz
A contribution from S.S.G. Hale, who lives in Tfemple Ewell

I w as eight years o f age on the  15th of 
August 1940 and  m y  only b irthday  gift 
w as a w rist w atch . T he overw ound 

w atch w as re tu rn ed  w ith in  a w eek to the  
Biggin Street w atchm aker and  I was no t to 

see th a t w atch again for m any  years.
At th e  beg inn ing  o f Ju n e  th e  WVS m ade 

m ountains of sandw iches and  brew ed gal
lons of te a  w hich was d istributed in  huge 
b row n teapots by  Cubs and  Scouts to the 
carpet of soldiers lying on  the  M arine Sta
tion  platform s. Tea was poured into he l
mets, m ess tins, tobacco tins, any container 
because th e  Cubs w ere too sm all to carry 
cups and th e  soldiers seem ed to have left 
everything at Dunkirk. Southern  Railway 
cleared all the  soldiers and th e  following 
Sunday all th e  school ch ild ren  too. But 
th e re  w ere still p len ty  of people to w atch 
th e  skies.

In  Ju ly  th e  Stuka dive-bom bers concen
tra ted  on  th e  harbou r b u t th ey  w ere vul
nerable and  even  th e  anti-aircraft gunners 
m a n ag e d  to dow n a few  an d  th e  RAF 
fighters sorted  out th e  rest. But th e n  th e  
Navy scarpered to Portsm outh leaving only 
a few MTBs and  air-sea rescue launches 
w ith  Dutch and  N orw egian crews w hich 
sheltered  in  the  East Cliff subm arine pens.

In  August a BBC com m entator w as criti
cised for reporting  th e  dog-fights in  th e  
style of a sports engagem ent -  b u t th a t is 
exactly w hat it was like. Every dow ned 
p lane was one of theirs and  every  victor 
was one of ours. T he after-m atch scores in  
1945 in d ica ted  a draw  ra th e r  th a n  th e  
hom e w in originally claim ed. But a Je rry  
away w in  was necessary  for a successful 
invasion because th e  hom e team  still had



th e  Royal Navy in  th e  pavilion  at Port
sm outh  and  Scapa Flow. T here w ere play
ing cards w ith  b lack silhouettes of friend 
and  foe aircraft and  even sm aller cigarette 
cards w ith  coloured p ictures to tu rn  eve
ryone into p lane recognition experts. I f  it 
w as diving and  h ad  b e n t w ings w ith  its 
w heels dow n it w as probably a Stuka and 
if  it h ad  two engines it was a H einkel. At
20,000 fee t you  could see th e  contrails, 
h e a r  th e  ch a tte r  o f m ach in e  guns, th e  
crum p of th e  anti-aircraft shell explosions 
(at n igh t th e  ack-ack shells cracked evilly 
ra th e r th a n  the  day-tim e crum p -  som e
th ing  to do w ith  atm ospherics). But recog
nize p lanes -  never! W hen the H urricane 
m istakenly  shot dow n all th e  barrage bal
loons along th e  Folkestone Road it was 
generally  agreed  th a t it was probably a 
M esserschm itt 109 after all, since it had  
b lack crosses all over it. We soon learned  
to wait for the  ack-ack shrapnel w hich clat
te red  off th e  roofs to cool before adding it 
to WWII collection.

T he Royal Navy presence was m inim al 
b u t I suspect th e  sailors nev e r got past 
Snargate Street, w hich  provided  all th e  
necessary  com forts to w ar-w eary seam en. 
HMS Lynx, staffed by  WRENs w as located 
at Dover College b u t w isely m oved to the 
Dover County (now G ram m ar) School for 
Boys. The hillside b eh ind  th e  school is still 
honeycom bed w ith  th e ir  air-raid shelters. 
T here w ere lots of RAF and WAAF person
nel who ran  th e  radar station at Swingate. 
T here w ere surprisingly few soldiers who 
w ere scattered  in  p en n y  packets around 
th e  p erim ete r of Dover.

Canadian troops w ere living in  th e  eight 
u n fin ished  sem i-detached houses at the  
end  of M arkland Road. Field k itchens in  
th e  g a rd e n s  p ro v id e d  food. L a te r  th e  
Elms Vale Recreation G round's changing 
room s w ere  th e  so ld iers ' d in ing  room . 
T he sloping floor indicated tha t previously 
th e  shed  h ad  b e e n  a m ilking shed. The 
soldiers converted  the  dairy into a k itchen  
and  d ilapidated  buildings w ere repa ired  
a n d  c o n v e r te d  in to  s to re ro o m s . T h e  
catering  staff and service corps personnel 
rem ain ed  m ore or less perm anen t. The

in f a n t r y  l iv in g  in  c iv i l ia n  h o m e s  
changed constantly. The Green Howards 
w ere here. At the  end  of Bluebell Wood was 
a c o m p a n y  p o s it io n  o v e r lo o k in g  th e  
H ougham  road. A nti-tank  dragon  te e th  
covered by  gun positions on b o th  sides 
of th e  road w ere located  at the end  o f the 
rec re a tio n  ground  ( th en  th e  m u n ic ip a l 
dum p).

Halfw ay up  W hinless Down b eh in d  th e  
O ld  B arn  w e re  tw o a n t i - a ir c ra f t  g u n  
em placem ents -  b u t w h eth er th e re  w ere 
guns in  place depended  on w hat arm y  un it 
was in  residence. The concrete and  steel 
girder air-raid shelter beh ind  th e  Old Barn 
is still in  place. Behind Plum  Pudding Hill 
was an  em ergency  air strip com plete w ith  
a tiny  brick  control tow er and cam ouflaged 
p ark in g  spaces for airc raft. C ouncillo r 
Law's double garage in  Q ueens A venue 
was an  AFS fire station b u t since th e  fire
m en  w ere no t allowed to use th e  Law's 
telephone, com m unications to H Q  w ere 
via th e  Elms Vale public te lephone. Occa
sionally I passed vital m essages like "We're 
runn ing  out of sugar" or "W hen are the  
spare parts arriving?" But w ith  such com 
m unications the  station soon closed.

O n th e  22nd August 1940 every th ing  
changed -  th e  first cross-Channel shell ar
rived. Dover em ptied  -  b u t fast. T he p re
w ar population  w as 41,281. The m id-w ar 
official guestim ate was 14,000. In  Bull's 
descrip tio n  h e  suggests 7,000. A no ther 
suggested figure for la te  1940 was 2,000 
w hich is probably too low b u t I find it b e 
lievable. I walked stree t after stree t of va
can t h ouses seeing  nobody. In  Q ueens 
A venue on ly  th re e  fam ilies rem a in ed , 
headed  by  Mr Pelham, pow er station elec
trician, Royal Navy Seam an Fidler and coal 
m iner Richard Hale. Everyone w ith  any 
sense and not vital for defence w ent. Shops 
closed, streets w ere vacated, and  schools 
becam e Rest Shelters. The Battle of Brit
ain  was alm ost over -  th e  B om bardm ent 
of Dover had  ju s t begun. I d idn 't see m y 
w atch u n til 1945 w hen  th e  w atch repairer 
opened  again!

© 1997 S.S.G. Hale.



THE DOVER SOCIETY 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 1997

NOTE 1-PROJECT FUND

The Fund arises from grants and awards made in respect o f the Society's 
projects less costs incurred thereon. The principal projects involving these 
funds have been the planting o f Lousyberry Wood , restoring Lydden 
Pond and amenity improvement work.

Fund Movements for the year:
Balance at 1 st April 1996 416.43
Transfer from General Fund 700.00

Sundry expenses 131.93

Balance at 31 st March 1997 _______£984.50

NOTE 2-PEVERLEY PUBLICATION
The Society will be publishing John Peverley’s account o f the Western 
Heights fortifications. Grants have been received from Eurotunnel, 
Pfizer, National Westminster Bank, Hammonds, Dover Harbour Board 
and David Shaw MP.

Grants in hand at 1 st April 1996 1,354.00
Grants received during the year ________ 700.00
Total grants received £2.054.00

Costs o f production, launching and distribution. 2012.97
Proceeds o f sales to date ______ 1,203.78
Unrecovered costs _______£809.19

Grants less unrecovered costs £1,244.81

The unsold stock o f books in hand with Doug Welby, our distributor, is 369, 
valued at £729.



BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 31SI.MARCH 1991.

1997 1996

CURRENT .ASSETS
Society badges 102.76 112.76
Prepayments (Social Outings) 50.00
Building Society Account 8084.29 6198.04
Bank Current Account 69.83 737.34
Cash in hand 63.71 65.02

8,370.59 7,113.16

Subscriptions in advance 50.00 114.00
Other Creditors 150.00

Represented by:-
General Fund before transfer to Projects Fund 
Transfer to Projects Fund 
General Fund at 31st March 1997
Rolls Memorial Maintenance Fund 
Sir Clifford Jarrett Memorial Fund 
Projects Fund Note 1
Peverley Publication

NL

£8,170.59 £6,999.16

6,091.28 5,228.73
(700.00)
5391.28

50.00
500.00

L* 984.50 416.43
2 1.244.81 1.354.00

£8,170.59 £6,999.16

We have examined the above Balance Sheet and attatched Income 
and Expenditure Account and certify that they are in accordance 
with the books and records supplied to us.
Westgate House, SPAIN BROTHERS & CO
87, St. Dunstan's Street, O a d g B t^ Mguntails

f Canterbury,
'Kent.

NOTE: On the Income and Expenditure account only, bracketed ( )  items 
are debits or net costs, unbracketed items are credits or net income

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
FOR THE “STAR ENDED 31 ST M ARCH 1997

SUBSCRIPTIONS. &  DQNAUQMS 
Subscriptions 
Donations Received 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
. Christmas Gathering 
Wine & Wisdom 
Goodwin Sands 
Rochester 
Greenwich 
French Outing 
Museum Evening 
Port Control 
Vardon Organ Recital 
Chatham 
Kew 
Townhall 
KFAS Conference 
Guided Walks in Dover

1997

(22.89)
13.58

265.15
(5.71)

(17.00)
(67.04)
30.20

105.60
15.00
63.26

2,376.00 1,412.00
103.00 2,479.00 72.50 1,484.50

0.05
77.88
15.86
65.00

117.30
40.86 
71.42 •

398.37
AGM and Members meetings 
External Meetings
Net Surplus (deficit)

(168.91) (170.38)
(55.00) (223.91) (55.00) (225.38)
(43.89) (43.89) 44.39 44.39

Photocopying 
Millennium Project 
Postage, Telephone and Advertising 
Affiliation fees and Insurance 
Committee Room Hire 

OTHER ITEMS.
Dover Archive Rescue 
Bronze Age Boat Trust 
Cruise Line Brochure 
Plaque to Unknown Warrior 
Special Presentation
Building Society and other interest received 
Donations Made 

SURPLUS for the year 
SURPLUS brought forward 
SURPLUS carried forward

(248.02) (298.47)
(62.35)

(191.67) (132.52)
(182.50) (215.00)
(110.00) (732.19) (110.00) (818.34)
(250.00)
(250.00)
(250.00)
(368.25)

(63.24) (30.00)
289.88 257.31

(105.00) (996.61) (70.00) 157.31
862.55 1,040.85

5.228.73 4.187.88
_  £6 .091.28 £5.228.73



Cruise Welcome Group
MERRIL LILLEY

TWo m eetings of the Cruise Welcome Group have been  held since the last 
Newsletter, one on 18th April at the Churchill Hotel and another at Dover 
College on 27th June. Both meetings were chaired by Jam es Overton. In future 
they will be chaired by the new Tbwn Centre M anagement Co-ordinator.

K eith  S o u th ey  from  D over H arb o u r  
Board said  th e re  w ere 132 cru ise  ships 
calling into Dover th is y ear and  he h igh
lig h ted  p a rtic u la r  sh ip s  th a t m ay  b e  of 
in te rest. O ne o f th e se  was th e  A irtours 
vessel Sundream, in  Dover for the  first tim e 
on 21-22 April w hen  she was en tertain ing  
a n u m b e r  o f  to u r  o p e ra to rs , T.V. an d  
national and local press representatives. On 
16th May th e re  was to b e  a launch  o f the 
Saga Rose and on 4th Ju ly  Barbara Sturgeon 
of Radio Kent m ade a live broadcast from  
the  Crystal Harmony, th e  largest cruise ship 
ye t to be  accom m odated at Dover.

A ro ta  o f cru ise w elcom ers has b e e n  
draw n up.

It w as dec id ed  to p ro g ress  w ith  th e  
in it ia l in fo rm a tio n  b o a rd  a t th e  c ru ise  
te rm in al and  th is  w ill be  in  place b y  the

e n d  o f  J u n e .  F or n e x t s e a s o n  it is 
h o p e d  th a t  a v ideo  o f  D over w ill b e  
available to offer to th e  cru ise ships to 
show to passengers before th ey  arrive at 
th e  port.

C olin S aw yer's pub lica tion , a "New 
Guide to Dover", was discussed. The guide 
is free, is d istributed  over a w ide area and 
is updated  each m onth .

It w as ag reed  th a t coach  o p e ra to rs  
should be  m ade aw are of pick-up points. 
As w ell as at th e  M arket S quare th e re  
w ill b e  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  d ro p  
passengers at P encester Road, possibly a 
m ore suitable site.

A fte r  th e  m e e t in g  o n  2 7 th  J u n e  
m em bers had  an opportunity  to take a trip  
on th e  "Guide Friday' bus to observe the 
route and listen  to the  taped com m entary.

WHITE CLIFFS COUNTRYSIDE 
UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE
O n 21st May, 1997, the U3A held its sixth Annual General Meeting at 

St. George's Hall, Deal.
This local group had  215 m em bers in  

1996-97 b u t m em bersh ip  is increasing all 
th e  tim e. T here are six groups in  Kent, the  
o thers being Canterbury, Tlmbridge Wells, 
Sevenoaks, Dartford and Maidstone.

T h e  W hite Cliffs g roup  h as  ru n  23 
courses in  1996-97 and w ill be adding to 
these in  Septem ber 1997. In  addition there  
are m onth ly  talks and  social events.

At th e  AGM , after th e  reports from  the  
C hairm an and  Treasurer; th e re  w ere re 
p o rts  from  m a n y  o f th e  group le ad e rs  
present, including Shakespeare, Scrabble,

Viking Trail, M usic A ppreciation, W riting 
Workshop, A stronom y, A rt A ppreciation, 
Drawing, Bridge, Fun w ith French, F rench
- In term ediate and Advanced and Germ an, 
E le m e n ta ry  a n d  In te rm e d ia te , w h ich  
gave som e idea o f th e  range of courses 
available.
Note: I f  you are in te rested  in  jo in ing  th e  
W hite Cliffs U3A for courses starting in 
September 1997, write to the M embership  
Secretary, Olive Littlejohn, 26 Cross Road, 
Walmer, Kent CT14 9LB for programme and  
enrolment form.



Britannia 
Coaches

53  CASTLE STREET 
DOVER

Tel:
01304 228111

Fax:
01304 215350

8 - 1 6  seat 
Luxury M inicoaches  

W heelchair-accessible  
V eh icles available.

M o w ll &  M o w ll
SOLICITORS

DOVER AND CANTERBURY

i i T O !  a

BUYING AND SELLING 
HOUSES FOR CLIENTS FOR 

MORE THAN 100 YEARS

Free estimates given 
All legal services available
34 CASTLE STREET, DOVER 

Tel: 01304 240250 
68 CASTLE STREET, CANTERBURY 

Tel: 01227 767063

m l
WEA ADULT EDUCATION - SEPTEMBER

Starting September we are running 4 Adult Education classes. Introduction to Tai Chi and 
Solo Singing in the afternoon, Bridge That Gap and Archaeology of Prehistoric Britain
in the evening. Our tutors are experts and costs kept to a minimum due to voluntary 
involvement. All our courses are lively, challenging and excellent for personal development. 
Come and join us! The Dover Branch welcomes new committee members to decide future 
courses. For further information contact Ms Grace Jackson 01227-831314

NB The Bridge That Gap class gives parents an insight into secondary school topics 
covering Computing, Maths, French, English & Science over 25 weeks.

Workers' Educational Association Dover Branch

. h f r t t a g f  
S r  o  f T l 'T o  nJmmt V /

53 CASTLE STREET, DOVER 
for TAXIS -  phone 20-44-20 or 22-55-22
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f f e o r g o  L o c k

ROBIN QUARRELL FBCO FAAO
O P T O M E T R I S T

r

Tailors • Uniforms • School Outfitters
P e r s o n a l - E y e - C a r e |  
T h u r s d a y - E v e n i n g s !

60 &  61 Biggin Street, Dover, Kent CT161DD 
Telephone: (01304) 206337

i
B y A p p o in t m e n t : 0 1 3 04  8 2 1 18 2

“carin g  fo r  y o u r  e y e s "

at T he Abbey Practice- T emple Ewell

Exhibition
P H I L O M E N A  K E N N E D Y

Painting, calligraphy, prints, textiles
THE LIBRARY GALLERY, CECIL SQUARE, MARGATE 

6 - 2 7  SEPTEMBER
Mon.-Wed. 9.30-5.00, Fri. 9.30-7.00, Sat. 9.00-1.00

“ C E N T I Q U E ”
Sizes 8 - 2 6  Prices £ 2  -  £ 2 0

Ladies and Childrens 
Dress Agency

T R O S L E Y  '  

E Q U I P M E N T

PLASTIC VACUUM 
F O R M I N G

*  01304211411
Sharon Guest 1 1 ou.se 
100 Folkestone Road SUPPORTING THE DOVER SOCIETY

Dover 
Tel: 01304 204373

Open mornings 
9 - 1  o ’clock 

or by appointm ent

Also
Hats and Evening Dresses 

for Hire

Ffrc+l v '-  Specialists in 
High-Class 
Laundering, 

r  ? 7  Cleaning 
& Linen Hire

THE ELMS VALE 
CLEANERS

20 Pencesier Road, Dover
Telephone: Dover (01304) 201054

•n
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DOVER HARBOUR 
BOARD

Working for and with the
community

DOVER
H A R B O U R  B O A R D

Harbour House 
Dover, Kent CT17 9BU 

Telephone (01304) 240400 
Fax (01304) 241274

1994 Kent Company of the Year



E l h a m  
A n t iq u e s

Pine, Oak and Mahogany 
Furniture. 
Silver, Glass, Kitchenalia, 
Linens, etc., etc. 
from £2 -  £2000

HIGH STREET, ELHAM  
N ear CANTERBURY, K ent
Opening Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday^ Saturday 
9.30 -  4.30 
Sunday 12 — 4.30

c j j j g

'WAREHOUSE
ARCHITECTURAL 

ANTIQUES

, BATHS 
BRACKETS 
SINKS

; FIREPLACES ETC

O ld metal
TOYS S' MODELS

29-30 Queens Gardens, Worthington Street 
Dover Kent. CTl 7 9AH. Tel: 01304 242006

O5K\nfm&rtsStU(f.to
26 Castle Street, Dover, Kent CT161PW
01304206360

SPECIALISTS in the 
CONSERVATION and RESTORATION 

of FINE ART, PRINTS, DRAWINGS and 

WATERCOLOURS for MUSEUMS, 
GALLERIES, TRADE and 

PRIVATE CLIENTS

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE 
TRADITIONAL ENGLISH HANDMADE 

FRAMES TO ORDER 
HAND DECORATED MOUNTS

Proprietor: Deborah Colam

. C.C. Taylor a r  i.c s ,
Chartered Surveyor

□  Planning & D esign Scrvice  

□  Extensions & Conversions 

□  N ew Buildings 

□  Refurbishment 

□  Structural Surveys

Please Call:

(01304) 822217
91 Lewisham Road,
River, Dover,
Kent C T l7 OPA
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ANTIQUES WANTED
Three Castles Antiques

3a Victoria Road, Deal, Kent CTl 4 7AS

Established antique dealers and valuers 
wish to purchase antique furniture, silver, objets d' art. 

In strictest confidence.
Tel: 01304 380732

C - A - B
Dover & District Citizens Advice 

Bureau 
Maison Dieu Gardens, Dover

01304 202567

Advice: Free, 
Confidential 

and 
Impartial

Open on weekdays 1 0 -1 2  noon 
Mondays & Thursdays 2 - 4pm

D O W N L A N D

Dover care 
and repair

O u r staff is trained to  help you and will:

•  Visit your hom e and advise on  the repair
needed

•  Discuss paying for the w ork and arrange
for any grants or loans to  m eet the cost

•  H elp you em ploy a reliable builder to  do  it
•  Make sure the w ork is carried o u t quickly

and to  a good  standard
•  Give you any help needed until the w ork is

fin ished

Dover Care & Repair
1 Clean' House, 1 Maison Dieu Road 

Dover. CT16 3PQ 
Tel: 01034 211551



A.
S eco n d h an d

I
M We buy, sell 

and value

Jewellery. Watches, Clocks 
and Silverware

Trust our craftsmen with 
your repairs, re-mounting 
and commission work

OUR SERVICE IS LEGENDARY

53 Biggin Street, Dover 
(01304)203326

other branches at Deal, 
Hythe, Folkestone & 
Canterbury

PRIORY 
FRAMING

A. J. Mole

TEL: (0304) 204107

RIGDENNEWS
NEWSAGENT

14 Worthington Street 
Dover CTl 7 9AD

TOBACCO & GROCERY
I TELEPHONE (01304) 206095

icmUirdi ftmtaurutit
(Fully Licensed)

Proprietors: Roger & Pauline Marples

Traditional & Game Dishes 
Evening Meals, Tuesdays - Saturdays

Vegetarian Dishes 

Over 100 different wines 

Single vineyard brandies & vintage port

Open at 18.30 with last orders at 21.30 

91 High Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1EB 

Telephone: 01304 206118



Jim & Jean Davies

COASTAL AWARDS
Glass/Crystal Engraved on the Premises

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING
13 London Road, Dover

Phone: 01304 210586

M a tte r  o f  T a ste
3 W o r th in g to n  S tr e e t  

D o v e r , K e n t  C T l7 9AF 
T e l: 01304 201618

Quality Confectionery 
Pipes • Lighters 

Smokers' Sundries

BLAKES
52 CASTLE STREET 

DOVER 
01304 202194

Ale, Wine & Fine Eating House
Daily Chef Specials 
and Full a la Carte

Fish Specialities always available 
Real Ale Selection 
52 Malt Whiskys

BLAKES
of DOVER

“Caterers to Ladies and Gentlemen, 
their Sons and Daughters”

REGULAR OR TALL -  OUTSIZE OR SMALL 
WE FIT THEM ALL

WIDE SELECTION OF SUITS, JACKETS, TROUSERS, SHIRTS 
LEATHERS AND CASUALS, etc..

EVENING HIRE -  WEDDING HIRE
AT LOW, LOW PRICES

OVER 300 
SUITS ALWAYS 
IN STOCK

KING SIZE 
SMALL SIZE 
TALL SIZE 
ANY SIZE

ALL OUTFITS SUPPLIED FROM OUR OWN 
STOCKS

X X X X

GUARANTEED FIT

PAGE BOYS’ OUTFITS / HIGHLAND HIRE

ALTERATIONS TO GARMENTS PURCHASED FROM US ARE FREE OF CHARGE

ALLAN HUGHES — QUALITY MENSWEAR 
1 CANNON STREET, DOVER TEL: 01304 205715 

NEVER LESS THAN 250 SUITS IN STOCK



THIS AND THAT
-  DOVER CHAT

You m ay  have no ticed, w ith  each  successive re p o rt in  N ew sle tte rs from  ou r 
M em bersh ip  S ecretary , th a t th e  n u m b e r o f ou r m em b ers  in c reases  g radually  y e a r  b y  
year. T he n u m b e r  n e v e r  falls below  400 an d  stays a t a ro u n d  abou t 440.

W ith th is  n u m b e r o f m e m b ers  it becom es inc reasing ly  m o re  difficult to k ee p  in  
to u ch  an d  rem e m b er everyone. In  h e r  rep o rt th is  tim e , Sheila Cope expresses the  
h o p e  th a t w e can  do m ore to in tro d u ce  n ew  m em b ers  to each  o th e r a t m eetin g s an d  
all do a b it m ore  chatting!

In  every  issue o f th e  N ew sle tte r I inv ite  m em b ers  to get in  touch  if  th e y  can  offer 
h e lp  w ith  our various projects, subcom m ittees and, o f course, co n tribu tions to  th e  
N ew sle tte r. T he response  is a little  d isappoin ting . H ow ever, for those  w ho, in  th e  
fu tu re , find th ey  have m ore tim e do consider h e lp in g  in  som e way.

I o ften  m e e t m em b ers  a ro u n d  a n d  abou t the  tow n. R ecently  I've e n c o u n te re d  
several m em b ers  on th e  P rince of W ales P ier w here , like us, th ey  have rep a ire d  to 
w atch  th e  cru ise sh ip  o f th e  day leave the W estern  Docks. T h ere  is alw ays a sm all 
crow d a t th e  en d  o f th e  p ie r to w atch  th e  tugs, bedecked , m an o eu v re  th e  g rea t sh ip  
from  its b e r th  an d  send  h e r  on  h e r  way, o ften  w ith  a display  from  th e ir  fire hoses as 
she sounds h e r  h o rn  th ree  tim es an d  departs  for th e  Baltic, Scandinavia or th e  
M ed ite rranean , passengers crow ded on deck to say farew ell to the  W hite Cliffs of 
D over. D oes it m ake y ou  w a n t to sail w ith  her?

W ere you  lis ten ing  to Radio K ent on  th e  m orn in g  o f Ju ly  4 th? T he p ro g ram m e w as 
b ro ad cast from  the C rystal H arm ony , the longest cru ise sh ip  to p u t in to  D over th is 
su m m er. Barbara S turgeon  conducted  a w ide range  o f in terv iew s, w ith  th e  cru ise 
d irec to r , ca p ta in , r e s ta u r a n t  m a n ag e r, c h e f  de cu is in e , c h ie f  e n g in e e r , b a r  
s ta ff ,en te rta in e rs , m em b ers  o f the  crew  an d  w ith  Jo h n  T urgoose o f D over H arbou r 
Board say ing  how  m u c h  th e  te rm in al w as benefiting  th e  tow n. O ne in te rv iew  w as w ith  
a local p iano  tu n e r, w ork ing  on  a S teinw ay w orth  £54,000. H e said h e  h ad  w ork  on  six 
ships, tu n in g  th e  pianos!

Tw o m e m b ers  o f th e  D over Society w ere  am ong  those in te rv iew ed  by  B arbara 
S turgeon. T e rry  S utton  an d  D aphne Davis, b o th  m em b ers  of the  C ruise W elcom e 
G roup, m anaged  to get on board . D aphne h ad  o rd ered  450 rosebuds, w ith  m o n e y  
donated  by  local g roups an d  she d istribu ted  these  to lady  VIPs in  th e  m o rn in g  an d  to 
em bark ing  passengers in  th e  a fte rnoon . W ell done, D aphne!

W hat changes in  th e  tow n  since our last issue? H ave you  v isited  th e  n ew  h ea lth  food 
shop  or th e  "Eight Bells" in  C annon  S treet ? H ave you  no ticed  th a t w ork  h as  sta rted  on 
th e  second  phase  o f th e  factory  shops a t W ellington Dock, due to o p en  befo re  
C hristm as ? H ave you  se en  th e  tow n  guide p roduced  by  Colin Saw yer of" W hat, W here, 
W hen" ? It shou ld  be v e ry  u sefu l for visito rs to th e  tow n  w ith  a good m ap  an d  lots o f 
adverts, b y  local shops an d  ea ting  places. T he guide is availab le from  th e  to u ris t cen tre , 
th e  m u se u m  an d  m a n y  bu sin esses  in  th e  tow n hav e  a supply.

T h e  M useum  la u n ch e d  its n ew  data base on  4 th  Ju ly  an d  th is is available for the  
pub lic  to use. M ore abou t th is  in  the  n ex t issue.

O ne o f our m em bers, S nezana Law rence, has s ta rted  up  an  In te rn e t Service called  
D odeca Im ages a n d  I am  hop ing  she w ill w rite  an  artic le  abou t th e  In te rn e t for th e  n ex t 
copy o f th e  N ew sle tte r an d  give us h e r  ideas - so m o re  of th a t in  N ew sle tte r 30.

E d it o r



PRO GRAM M E
SEPTEMBER 20
Saturday

SEPTEMBER 27
Saturday

OCTOBER 11
Saturday

OCTOBER 15
Wednesday

OCTOBER 20
Monday 7.30 
Members and Guests

NOVEMBER 17
Monday 7.30 
Members and Guests

DECEMBER 13 
Saturday 7.30 
Members and Guests

SWALE BARGE TRIP: £35 

LONDON/BUCKINGHAM PALACE: £19 inclusive

SPABS -  VISIT TO FORDWICH £3.50
10 places only -  first come first served 
Contact Joan Liggett

TOUR OF BUCKLAND PAPER MILL
Contact Joan Liggett

MEMBERS1 MEETING
Speaker: ROBERT B a ile y ,  Town Clerk 

St. Mary's Parish Centre 
Parking at Stembrook

Speakers: D o r o t h y  and d i c k  B o l t o n  
"C h u r c h e s  o n  t h e  m a r s h "
NOEL TATT (to be confirmed) 
St. Mary’s Parish Centre 
Parking at Stembrook

CHRISTMAS FEAST
In the Refectory at Dover College 
Application forms in Autumn Newsletter

DATES for 1998

JANUARY 19
Monday

FEBRUARY 16
Monday

MARCH 16
Monday

APRIL 27 

OCTOBER 19 

NOVEMBER 16

MORE DETAILS IN DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
All meetings in St. Mary's Parish Centre

MEMBERS1 MEETING
Speaker: C h r i s t o p h e r  w a d e  on "S a x o n  w a y "  

WINE AND WISDOM with CLIVE TAYLOR

MEMBERS1 MEETING

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

MEMBERS1 MEETING 

MEMBERS1 MEETING



The Pines Garden  
& The Bay M useum

Beach Road, S l Margaret's B ay  
Tel: 01304 852764

MUSEUM:
Open Easter,
Bank Holidays, 
then  end of May 
to early September 
2.00 pm to 5.30 pm  
(last entrance 5.00 pm)

GARDENS:
Open Daily and Weekends 
throughout the year.

Closed on Christmas Day

chartered architect 
and art services

9 Castle Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1PT 
tel: 01304 242749 fax: 01304 213072

Piano
Tuning
ROBIN BASFORD
207886
(evenings)

iv

DOVER COUNSELLING CENTRE
Offers You & Your Company in Kent
General Counselling, Dcc Support Line 
Employee Counselling, Relate Marriage 

Guidance. Cruse BereavementCare, 
K.C.A. Alcohol Counselling

9 St James's St., Dover 01304 204123
• Charily Number 800988

Field's Secretarial Services
13 Castle Street, Dover CT16 1 PW 

Tel: 215761/213072

I THE COPV SHOP THAT CARES I
TYPING/WORD PROCESSING 

<& DESK TOP PUBLISHING
/% We are tlie specialists for: /%

C T V s  (a ll p r o f e s s i o n s )  
Company Overspill/Confidential Reports 
Manuscripts, Theses & General Typing

We guarantee continuity and reliability with all 
projects confidentially, speedily and accurately completed.

Registered under the Data. Protection A.ct -  your information is safe in our hands.

PHOTOCOPYING
CANON I AS IK COLOUR
FOR SUPERB COPIES OF PHOTOS, SLIDES, PRINTS ETC. 

G L O S S Y  COLOUR COPIES ALSO AVAILABLE

AO PLANS/DRAWINGS
| DAYGLO POSTERS TO DOUBLE CROWN I

LAMINATING UP TO AT

Designed and produced by a member of the Society and printed by A. R. Adams & Sons (Printers) Ltd, Dour Street, Dover.


