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The Objectives of 
the Dover Society

founded in 1988.

• to prom ote high standards of 
p lann ing  and architecture

• to in terest and inform  the 
public in  the geography, 
h is to ry  archaeology, natural 
h istory and architecture of 
the area

• to secure the preservation, 
protection, development and 
im provem ent of features of 
historic or public in terest

• and com m itm ent to the belief 
that a good env ironm ent is a 
good investm ent.

The area we cover com prises the 
parishes or wards of Barton, 
Buckland, Castle, Lydden,
Tfemple Ewell, Maxton, Pineham , 
Priory, River, St. Radigund's,
Tbwn & P ier and Ibwer Hamlets.

All m em bers receive three 
Newsletters a year and in  each 
year the Com m ittee organises 
about ten  interesting  events -  
talks, tours, visits, Members' 
M eetings and  usually a 
C hristm as Feast.

The Society gives Awards for 
im provem ents to the area, 
m onitors p lann ing  proposals 
and  supports, jo in s  in  or 
in itia tes civic projects and arts 

. events. .
j

Editorial
SEASO NAL GREETINGS  
TO A L L  OUR MEMBERS.

Ou r  n ex t m e e tin g  is th e  C hristm as 
Feast a t Dover College R efectory on  
Saturday, 18th D ecem ber, o u r last 

event o f th e  p re se n t cen tury . If  you have n o t 
booked  yo u r p laces it  is n o t too la te  to 
te lep h o n e  Jo a n  Liggett a n d  send  h e r  yo u r 
cheques for th is  p o p u la r  evening. We h ope  
th e  a tten d a n ce  a n d  th e  buffe t w ill b e  as 
good as ever.

T he p ro g ra m m e for th e  y ear 2000 is 
included , as usual, on  th e  b ack  in sid e  cover 
o f th is  issue a n d  a n  ap p lica tio n  fo rm  for 
th e  W ine a n d  W isdom  evening  in  F ebruary  
(£4.00 p e r  person , in c lu d in g  re fre sh m en ts  
a n d  w ine) shou ld  be in sid e  you r D ecem ber 
Newsletter. It is a little  ea rly  to fin a lise  
som e of th e  su m m er outings. For in s tan ce  
th e  p ro g ram m e for th e  M arlowe T hea tre  
p e rfo rm an ces is n o t available as far ah ead  
as Ju n e . D eta ils  o f even ts fro m  M ay 
onw ards w ill b e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  A pril 
Newsletter.

S uccessful su m m e r  o u tin g s  in  1999 
in c lu d ed  a tr ip  to  D ungeness, a to u r o f T he 
C itadel a n d  a v is it to  th e  la st p e rfo rm an ce  
o f th e  Royal T b u rn am en t a t Earls Court, a ll 
rep o rted  in  th is  issue. Jo h n  Owen, th e  
C h a irm a n  o f  o u r  P ro jec ts  C o m m ittee , 
r e p o r ts  in  fu ll o n  th e  successfu l 
p a r tic ip a tio n  o f Society m em b ers  o n  th e  
two days o f th e  Dover Pageant, A ugust 29th 
a n d  30th, in  th e  g rounds o f Dover College.

We are  p leased  to re p o rt th a t th e  firs t o f 
o u r m ille n n iu m  p laques, to  m a rk  th e  site o f 
th e  discovery o f th e  Bronze Age Boat, has  
b ee n  received  from  th e  fo u n d ry  a n d  it  is 
p roposed  th a t th is  w ill be  fixed o n  th e  
B ench S treet side o f th e  u n d erp ass  po rta l. It 
is h o p ed  th a t th e  official u n v e ilin g  w ill take 
p lace  soon  afte r th e  o p en in g  o f th e  new  
g allery  in  th e  M useum  o n  22 November. 
Sheila Cope h as w ritte n  a re p o rt o n  th e  
progress o f th e  Society 's p la n s  for th e  n ex t 
th ree  p laques to  be  p o sitio n ed  o n  bu ild in g s



in  Dover in  th e  y ear 2000. O thers are  
p la n n e d  for th e  future.

C ong ra tu la tio n s to L illian  Kay an d  
to  D erek  Leach o n  th e  occasion  o f th e  
la u n c h  o f th e ir  book, 'T h e  Life an d  
T im es o f a Dovorian". By th e  tim e  th is  
N ew sletter is p r in te d  m a n y  o f you  w ill 
have b o u g h t a copy  a t th e  Socie ty  
m e e tin g  on  22 November, w h en  L illian  
w ill b e  sp e a k in g  o n  th e  th e m e  o f 
"C hristm ases R em em bered" - a n d  s ign
in g  copies o f h e r  bo o k  in  th e  in terval.

O nce ag a in  we have a n u m b e r  of 
a r tic le s  o f h is to r ic a l in te re s t.  Ivan  
G reen 's  la te s t a rtic le  o n  "H enry  th e  
E ig h th  a n d  Dover" c o n v e n ie n tly  co
inc ides w ith  th e  c u rre n t ex h ib itio n  in  
th e  Castle Keep, d ep ic tin g  th e  p re p 
a ra tio n s  for H en ry 's  v isit to  Dover in  
M arch 1539. Jo n  Iveson co n tin u es  h is  
series o n  Dover's fo rtifica tio n s w ith  an  
a rtic le  on  one o f th e  less w ell know n  
fo rtifica tio n s on  th e  W estern H eights, 
th e  D rop Battery, to th e  seaw ard side o f 
th e  D rop Redoubt. A lan  B rooks h as 
w r i t te n  a n  a c c o u n t o f H u g h  P rice  
H ughes an d  M ethodism  in  Dover an d

G lyn Hale, o n e  o f o u r new est co m m ittee  
m em bers, h as  w ritte n  a n  a r tic le  o n  
Dover Schools.

T he ed ito r w ould like to th a n k  all reg
u la r  co n trib u to rs  to th e  N ew sletter a n d  
also those  m em bers, like  A lan  Brooks, 
w ho o c c a s io n a lly  se n d  u n so lic ite d  
articles. R eaders m ay  rem e m b er th a t 
A lan  h ad  a n  artic le  in  N ew sletter 30 on  
"S tained Glass a t th e  M aison Dieu". Also 
th a n k s  to  A lan  for h is  lin e  draw ing  of 
B uckland  C hapel, w h ich  we have used  
for th e  cover o f th is  issue.

We also ex tend  th a n k s  to Pfizer Ltd. 
o f S an d w ich  fo r th e ir  g en e ro u s  
sponsorsh ip , for th e  second  year, for 
h a lf  th e  cost o f th is  Newsletter, a n d  to 
o u r  re g u la r  ad v e rtise rs  fo r th e ir  
c o n tin u ed  support.

A H appy  M illen n iu m  Year to  all o u r 
readers. If  you live in  Dover en joy  th e  
m ille n n iu m  p ro jec t ce leb ra tions on  31st 
D ecem ber a n d  1st January , p la n n e d  by  
Dover D istric t C ouncil, con sis tin g  of 
la n te r n  p ro ce ss io n s , b o n f ire  a n d  
firew orks. See page 37 for details.

Editor

DEADLINE for contributions
The last date for the receipt of copy for issue 37 will be Monday 14th February 2000.
The Editor welcomes contributions and interesting drawings or photographs. "Paper copy" should 
be typed at double spacing. Handwritten copy should be clear with wide line spacing. Accurate 
fully proof-read copy on computer discs is acceptable; please ring 01304 205254 to discuss details.
Publication in the Newsletter does not imply the Society's agreement with any views expressed, 
nor does the Society accept responsibility for any statements made. All published material 
remains the copyright of its authors, artists or photographers.

EDITORIAL a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  t e a m
Editor:Mrs. Merril Lilley 
Assistant Editor:Miss May Jones 
Proof Readers:Miss May Jones and Mrs Pam T&ylor 
Advertising Manager:Mr. B.J. Lilley 
D istribution Organiser:Mr. A.E ( Budge) Adams 
Envelopes and Labels:Mr. A.E ( Budge) Adams
Area Distributors: A.EAdams, E.J.Baker, J.Cope, E.B.Dudley, J. Francis,
M. Goulding, J. Harman,B. Hollingsbee, M.Jones, H.Larsen, M.Lilley, A.Mole,
B. Newton,L.O'Connor, J.Owen, K.J.Palmer, M. Robson, E. Senyard, S. Standing, C.Taylor, 
J. Woolford, K.Wraight, L. Wright.

THE EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION TEAM WOULD LIKE TO THANK PFIZER LTD. 
FOR THEIR SPONSORSHIP OF HALF THE COST OF THIS ISSUE.



The work of the

PLANNING
Sub-Committee
Reported by JACK WOOLFORD, Chairman

We con tinue to regret Ken W raight's 
resignation  b u t are p leased by Tbny 

H o lm an 's  p e rs is ten ce  in  trac in g  the  
po llu tion  of the Dour by diesel fuel a t 
Bridge Street. A p ro secu tio n  by  th e  
E nv ironm ent Agency m ay be im pending. 
At our request the Co-op has cleared the 
strip  of land  bordering  on  the B&Q site of 
vegetation an d  we are app ra ising  the  
result.

We congratu late Dover D istrict and  
Ibw n Councils' launch  of the Heritage 
Econom ic R egenera tion  Schem e on  
Conservation Areas on  London Road. The 
Civic Trust suggested th a t we should do 
the sam e for Buckland Village b u t th is 
was c lea rly  beyond  o u r p ro fessional, 
financia l an d  m anpow er resources. Dover 
Town C ouncil however, approves 
suggestions such  as shop fro n t an d  
build ing  im provem ents in  w hat used to 
be "Buckland Village", the im provem ent 
o f shopp ing  facilities in  C herry  Tree 
Avenue an d  im proved  access to th e  
church, etc. It is hoped to extend the 
heritage project to th a t area in  two or 
th ree years tim e. The Civic Trust asks the 
Dover Society to act as "catalyst" in  th is 
process an d  we shall do our best.

Dover D istrict Council is also to be 
congratu lated  for being  rebuked by the 
Inspector who held  the public inqu iry  on 
the Local P lan  for giving too m uch  w eight 
to env ironm enta l concerns at the expense 
of ru ra l developm ent, tourism  in  Areas of 
O utstanding N atural Beauty an d  village 
expansion. We, the  only  am en ity  society 
in  th e  d is tric t to p a rtic ip a te , were 
successful in  stiffening the  requ irem en t 
for m andato ry  archaeological surveys on

sites for d em o litio n  an d  on  th e  
con tinued  publication  of sources of 
g ran t aid  for the countryside. Our 
suggestions about the location  of the 
ra il-fre igh t exchange away from  
Shakespeare Beach, the safeguarding 
of th e  old  slipway u n d e r th e  De 
Bradelei car park, the  strengthening  

restric tions on  coastal developm ent and  
th e  sh a rin g  of m asts for te le 
com m unication  aerials fell on deaf ears. 
We are the  m ore pleased th a t the D istrict 
C ouncil has req u ired  m ast-sharing  a t 
H obart Crescent. We are also pleased th a t 
the Council is responding to the Fourth 
Review of th e  C ounty  S tructure P lan  
ra th e r  th a n  to SERPLAN's South East 
Regional g overnm en t p roposal. We 
acknow -ledge Dover Town C ouncil's  
generous con tribu tion  to the cost of our 
m ille n n iu m  p laques an d  n o te  th e  
suggestion th a t W illiam  Burgess, arch itect 
of C onnaught H all who was b o rn  in  Castle 
Street m igh t be included. We look forward 
to the bu ild ing  of the Perform ing Arts 
Paviliori in  Pencester Gardens w hen its 
precise location  is sorted out.

T here are  two reasons for ou r 
cham pion ing  of the Aldi Cherry Tree 
Avenue ag a in s t th e  Lidl Castle 
Street/W oolcom ber Street shop proposals. 
One is th a t Cherry Tree Avenue is p a rt 
an d  parce l o f th e  B uckland V illage 
project. The o ther is th a t the W oolcomber 
store w ould be in  or n ea r a conservation 
area, ugly  an d  out o f charac ter w ith  
ad jacent Dover Castle an d  Street Jam es 
Church w hich are A ncient M onum ents. It 
violates the  draft AS12 policy in  the  Local 
Plan.

We are to view King's H all (form er 
Wesleyan C hurch on  London Road) w hich 
Brian Ward is a ttem pting  to refurbish, 
and  will app ly  for the listing  of the facade 
an d  clock tower of Buckland Paper Mill. 
We regard the  proposed w hitew ashing of 
th e  W hite Cliffs w ith  th e  r id icu le  it 
m erits.



Philomena 
Kennedy
Artist extraordinaire 

Founder of the Dover Society

T
HERE can  be few m em b ers  w ho do 
n o t know  th a t P h ilo m e n a  d ied  in  
th e  e a r ly  h o u rs  o f th e  11 th  o f 
O ctober b u t I am  sure all m em b ers  w ill 

jo in  m e  in  a la s t sa lu te  to  a qu ite  
rem ark ab le  lady  w hose b ra in  ch ild  was, 
an d  is, th e  Dover Society.

For m a n y  years  she was th e  A rt 
M istress a t th e  Dover G irls' G ram m ar 
School a n d  h u n d red s  o f h e r  p u p ils  w ill 
re m e m b e r  w ith  g ra ti tu d e  th a t  
P h ilo m e n a  o p e n e d  th e ir  eyes a n d  
sp u rred  on  th e ir  abilities, n o t o n ly  in  
draw ing  a n d  p a in tin g  b u t in  a wide- 
sw eeping a p p re c ia tio n  o f th e  a rts  in  
g en era l -  in  p a in tin g , yes, b u t also in  
arch itec tu re , d ram a, c ra ftsm an sh ip  an d  
calligraphy. A nd w ho could  ever forget 
h e r  "Noye's Fludd", w h ich  she p roduced  
w ith  th e  ex tra o rd in ary  flair she h a d  of 
b e in g  able to see bey o n d  m ere  words.

T he b ir th  o f th e  Dover Society cam e 
abou t because she was in d ig n a n t a t th e  
lack  o f co n s id era tio n  o f th e  effect on  
p ro p o sa ls  b e in g  p u t fo rw ard  for th e  
deve lopm en t areas. She was m u c h  m ore 
th a n  p la in ly  in d ig n a n t; she  was 
furiously  in d ig n a n t a n d  she used  th a t 
in d ig n a tio n  to g a th er a ro u n d  h e rse lf  a 
g ro u p  o f e n th u s ia s tic  l ik e -m in d e d  
peop le  a n d  caused  th e m  to m e e t in  th e  
M enzies Hall.

In  h e r  Editorial in  th e  firs t issue of 
th e  Newsletter in  Ju n e  1988 she says:

"As a result of considerable concern 
over recent events in and around 
Dover a number of people met on 18 
March to discuss the possibility of 
forming a civic society. The futures of 
Connaught Park, Brook House,

Pencester Gardens and River 
Recreation Ground, combined with 
anxieties produced by the building of 
the Channel TUnnel and a desire to be 
involved in  the development of 
tourism, were among the issues that 
brought us together".
The firs t m e e tin g  o f th e  Dover Society 

took  p lace  o n  25 A pril w ith  abou t a 
h u n d re d  peop le  p re se n t ... M r Peter 
Jo h n so n  ... p roposed  "That th e  Dover 
Society b e  in s titu te d  a n d  th e  Civic Trust 
C o n stitu tio n  be  adopted". The reso lu tio n  
was passed  u n a n im o u s ly  a n d  a t th e  en d  
of a n  artic le  in  th e  first Newsletter Mr 
Jo h n so n  w rote:

"I think it appropriate to record here 
that... I did not make the first move in 
bringing together the group of people 
who formed the steering committee. 
The initiative was taken by Miss 
Philomena Kennedy... and we are 
indebted to her for her concern for 
Dover, her enterprise and her powers 
of persuasion".

T he ea rly  issues o f th e  Newsletter 
d e m o n s tra te  h e r  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  
inven tiveness a n d  h e r  ca llig raphy  an d  
deligh tfu l draw ings set th e  tone. She 
designed  th e  "logo" th a t has  h ad  its 
p re se n t fo rm  since May 1989 a n d  it has 
becom e th e  Society 's "trade-mark".

P h ilo m e n a 's  in sp ire d  p ro d u c tio n  o f 
th e  N ew sletter was overtaken  by  events 
in  S ep tem ber 1990 an d  th e  size a n d  
fo rm a t h a d  to  change. I b ecam e res
pon sib le  for design  a n d  p ro d u c tio n  an d  
it h as  b ee n  m y c o n s tan t reg re t th a t I was 
u n ab le  to  c o n tin u e  th e  sp o n ta n e ity  an d  
"wackiness" th a t P h ilo m en a, w ith  h e r  
superb  abilities, was able to  in fu se  in to  
every th ing  she did.

She, h as  le ft h e r  stam p o n  th e  Society, 
an d  m y  life, as well as th a t o f m a n y  
o thers, h a s  b e e n  m u c h  e n r ic h e d  by 
know ing  her.

Budge A dam s

Footnote: Philom ena left to the Society two 
boxes o f her notes, quizzes and a fu ll set o f  
Newsletters.



Historic Plaques... “the Latest"
...— =  Sheila R. Cope =

"Latest" seem s th e  m o st a p p ro p ria te  
w ord to  use abou t th is  top ic  since  Tferry 
Sutton firs t w rote ab o u t it  in  th e  A pril 
Newsletter. He m e n tio n e d  a n  in su ran c e  
m inefie ld ; for exam ple n o t o n ly  does a 
p la q u e  re q u ire  in s u ra n c e  b u t its  
in s ta lle r  does as well. No m ere  DIY this! 
A v o lu n ta ry  society  like  ours c a n n o t 
c o m m it i ts e lf  to  lo n g - te rm  
re sp o n sib ility  an d  m u st h a n d  over a 
p laque  to th e  ow ner o f th e  b u ild in g  on  
w h ich  i t  is sited . Large f in a n c ia l  
o rg a n isa tio n s  a p p a re n tly  have n o  
recogn ised  p rocedu re  for accep tin g  such 
a g ift so th a t delays seem  inevitable. 
A ccording to its lo c a tio n  each  p laque  
m u s t c o n fo rm  to  p a r t ic u la r  c r i te r ia  
before it  m ay  be erected. T he Zeebrugge 
p laque  for th e  o ld  M arket H all, now  th e  
M useum , re q u ire s  L isted  B u ild in g  
consen t, w hereas for th e  B ronze Age 
b o a t p laq u e  a m e th o d  s ta te m en t m u st 
satisfy  th e  agen ts for th e  M in istry  of 
T ransport.

We w ere a lm ost ready  to  o rd er th e  
firs t p laque  a t th e  en d  o f Ju ly  a n d  I 
p h o n ed  th e  m anufactu rer, o n ly  to be 
to ld  th a t they  h a d  ceased trad ing! We 
have fo u n d  a n o th e r  f irm , however, 
w h ich  is able to w ork  to o u r o rig in a l 
sp e c if ic a tio n :-  ca s t a lu m in iu m , oval 
shape, 15" by  12" across w ith  w h ite  
le tte r in g  o n  a m id-b lue b ackg round . 
T he cost to  th e  Society for each  plaque, 
in c lu d in g  VAT an d  m o u n tin g , is like ly  
to b e  abou t £225 a n d  we are  g ratefu l to 
Dover Tbwn C ouncil w ho have already  
o ffe red  f in a n c ia l  su p p o rt. We also  
in te n d  to  a p p ly  to  D over D is tr ic t 
C o u n c il fo r fu n d in g  u n d e r  th e ir  
M illen n iu m  G rants Schem e.

O f th e  p laques illu s tra te d  here, we 
h o p e  to have two erected  by  th e  en d  of 
th e  year, b u t a t th e  tim e  o f w ritin g  (m id

O ctober) n o th in g  is ce rta in . O nce th e re  
is a n  exam ple to  be  seen  we sha ll g a in  
fu rth e r  co-operation . We are  g ratefu l to 
all those  in c lu d in g  C hristine  W aterm an  
an d  staff a t th e  M useum  a n d  officers o f 
b o th  C ouncils w ho have h e lp ed  to  steer 
us th ro u g h  b u reau cracy  b u t th e re  is yet 
m ore  to  com e.

Plaque 1 B ronze Age B oat is ac tua lly  
o rdered  a n d  it is p roposed  th a t th is  be 
fixed on  th e  B ench S treet side o f th e  
un d erp ass  p o rta lto  th e  le ft o f th e  ce n tra l 
n o tice  "Tb th e  sea fro n t a n d  shops", 
sub ject to cover m e te r  survey. O fficial 
u n v e ilin g  shou ld  take p lace  soon  afte r 
th e  o p en in g  o f th e  new  gallery  in  th e  
M useum  o n  22 November.

Plaque 2 E n em y  Shell to be p laced  on  
th e  TSB Bank, Castle Street, th e  p o sitio n  
agreed, b u t f in a l p e rm iss io n  n o t yet 
given. A p p lica tio n  was firs t m ade in  
O ctober 1998 a n d  we have 11 le tte rs  on  
file and , in  add ition , have m ade several 
p h o n e  calls. T he s itu a tio n  is s im ila r  
w ith  resp ec t to  o u r a ttem p t to p lace  a 
p laq u e  o n  Barclays B ank in  th e  M arket 
Square.

Plaque 3 O ld M ark e t H all is aw aiting  
Listed B uild ing  consen t.

Plaque 4 1 s t A e ria l B om b aw aits 
p e rm is s io n  fro m  th e  m e m b e rs  o f 
Taswell C lose M a n a g e m e n t Co. Ltd. 
R esearch  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  o u r  vice- 
p re s id e n t P eter Jo h n so n  an d  th e  la te  
George Youden in  1989 in d ica tes  th a t 
th e  lo c a tio n  was th e  garden  o f N o .l.

As w ith  th e  re lo ca tio n  o f th e  sta tue  o f 
Rolls we h o p e  to succeed eventually , b u t 
su ch  p ro je c ts  re q u ire  e n th u s ia s tic  
persistence.
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Now th a t all subscrip tions have b een  p a id  for the  cu rren t year we find  th a t num bers 
have declined  to 388. O ur presence a t the  F ilm  Festival an d  th e  Pageant in troduced  
us to a few people b u t persona l in tro d u c tio n  rem a in s th e  m ost effective m eans of 
ex tending  our m em bersh ip . The Newsletter is an  excellent am bassador an d  is, I 
know, read  by m any  who do n o t pay  a subscrip tion . If you are a passive frien d  of th e  
Society, we would welcom e your active support b o th  a t m eetings an d  financially .

T here have b een  two w eddings w ith in  th e  society recently . In  Ju n e  our form er 
social secretary, Lyn Clackett, m a rrie d  Ju lian  C ham bers an d  in  Ju ly  Mrs. M ary 
Stevens an d  Mr. David P opm an  were m arried . We offer congra tu la tions an d  best 
w ishes to these four m em bers.

A rem in d e r about p rizes for raffles, from  w hich  the  proceeds con tribu te  to the  hall 
h ire  for m eetings - T here are several attractive 2 for the  p rice  of 1 offers available in  
shops a t th e  m om ent. P lease th in k  of us if  one item  is sufficien t for your needs an d  
give th e  o ther one as a raffle prize!

Since Ju ly  we have welcomed:- Mr. R.Ikylor, Mrs. M. Baker an d  Mrs. A. Thom pson.
SHEILA R. COPE, M embership Secretary



AWARDS CEREMONY AT VICTORIA CRESCENT
Comments from Tferry Sutton and Jeremy Cope — —

IN OCTOBER, residents and property owners 
in  Victoria Crescent received a big pat-on-the- 
back from local authorities as a result of an 
initiative by the Dover Society. The public 
congratulations came from Dover's mayor, 
Margaret Samsum; Jim  Rees, Chairm an of 
Dover District Council's p lanning committee, 
and from the Dover Society. We also read, 
w ith pleasure, in  the Dover Express, John 
Moir's com m endation of the refurbishment.

Victoria Crescent was built around 1838 
by a wealthy Dover paper maker, the crescent 
relieving the straight line of High Street 
properties by an attractive sweep of terraced 
houses. Once the terrace, still fronted by a 
garden, was even more of a crescent but later 
the horns were demolished to allow for road 
widening.

Resident, John Shanahan persuaded the 
owners to get together to refurbish  the 
exterior of the ir properties. IMPACT had 
already completed work on the garden and 
th e ir  work was com plem ented by the 
repainting of most of the house fronts in  a 
style that has lent the crescent a pleasing 
un ity  of appearance.

Tb m ark the success of the project the 
Dover Society decided th a t the residents 
deserved the award. D uring an  interval 
between showers on Saturday 23rd at 11am, in 
front of the Crescent, the m ayor presented 
the certificate to Mrs. Shanahan of Number 8 
who represented the residents. The citation

congratulates the residents "on the 
refu rb ishm ent of the exterior of th e ir  
houses in  a harm onised and integrated 
style which displays the coherent character 
of the Crescent. The work of renovation of 
the facades is a fine example of self-help 
and co-operation".

Two shrubs, donated by the Society, were 
p lan ted  in  the Crescent garden by 
Councillor Rees. Both the Mayor and 
Councillor Rees com mended the residents 
for their achievement and for the example 
they had set, in  particular for the new 
Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme 
(HERS). The Mayor rem arked that a HERS 
scheme was to be carried out further up the 
m ain  street and said tha t the Victoria 
Crescent refurbishm ent dem onstrated how 
a local com m unity  could achieve im 
provements on their own initiative, adding. 
"Community effort and participation are 
essential if we are to improve the quality of 
the town's environment". Councillor Rees, 
talking of the HERS project, said he feared 
it would fail w ithout the partnership aspect; 
there had been great progress in  parts of 
Dover but tha t High Street and London 
Road end of the m ain  street needed more 
work to bring  the area up to standard.

Our thanks to Budge Adams for produc
ing the certificates and to the Rev. Norm an 
Setchell who m ade the U nited Reform 
Church available to us had we needed it.

Photos for the Future - a n  e x h ib i t io n  a t  d o v e r  m useum
An exhibition of w inning photographs from The History Channel's m illennium  project, 
"Photos for the Future", was held at Dover Museum from 6th  September to 21st September. 
Dover was chosen as the first of twelve regional venues for the exhibition, runn ing  from 
autum n 1999 to March 2000.

Entrants to the project were asked to send in personal photographs that capture a 
significant aspect of life in  the 20th  century, for any of the six categories as follows: 
family, play, work, war. technology and your town.

Entries were received from all age groups, including a num ber from schools which 
were able to enter under a special initiative. The best entries have been displayed on the 
History channel website (at www.thehistorychannel.co.uk) and m any have been made 
into short television program m es to be shown on the channel.

http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk
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VISIT TO DUNGENESS ON 14 JULY 1999
TWO MEMBERS DESCRIBE THEIR DAY

REPORT FROM STEVE PETERS

Dungeness N uclear Power S tation is set 
on  the  tip  of a rem ote, triangular-shaped 

p rom onto ry  of 12,000 acres of shingle - the 
largest such area in  Europe an d  possibly 
the world. The sea has taken  a t least 5000 
years to bu ild  up the shingle ridges w hich 
form  it an d  the  waves still wash m ore th a n  
100,000 cubic m etres each year round  the 
p o in t to the  eastern  shore, from  w here it is 
transpo rted  daily  back  to the  sou thern  
shore by a fleet of lo rries so th a t the  Power 
Station is p rotected  from  the sea.

Rainwater falling on  D ungeness filters 
th rough  the top layers of shingle to be 
conserved a t dep th  allow ing a un ique  
wildlife hab ita t to develop, w hich hosts a 
variety  of p la n t an d  insect life. Sea kale, 
lichen  heath , broom , N ottingham  catchfly, 
sea cam pion  and  other grasses a ttract rare 
invertebrates and  insects an d  depend on 
the la tte r for th e ir  po llination . English

Nature has designated the area as a site of 
Special Scientific In terest (SSSI) w hich 
also inc ludes la n d  w ith in  th e  Power 
Station perim eter.

2000 acres form  a RSPB reserve m uch  
used by m igrating  birds as well as the 
resident b ird  popu la tion  and  visitors to 
the centre and  hides can watch great 
variety  of swans, geese, gulls, te rn s and  
waders. The pow er s ta tio n  b u ild ings 
provide substitute sea cliffs w ith roosting 
areas for gulls an d  breeding  sites for 
kestrels and  b lack redstarts.

Since the fifteenth  cen tury  there have 
been  wooden fisherm an 's hu ts w ith n e t 
stores above on  th e  m ore p ro tec ted  
eastern  shore . These are now  over a m ile 
from  the sea because of the  shingle bu ild 
up, and  since the late eighties fisherm en 
have tended  to live away from  the  area 
an d  drive in  to work.

In  1986 D erek Jarm an , an  artis t and



1 0  film-maker, bought one of the  cottages 
an d  lived there u n til 1994. He m ade a 
m odern  hom e of the in te rio r an d  created 
an  eccentric garden from  flotsam  and  
je tsam  an d  from  p lan ts growing on the 
shingle.

Visitors to the ness stop outside the 
cottage, as we did, an d  th is m ust irrita te  
the residen t occupant as he has stuck the 
following notice on the door.

Prospect Cottage 
DEREK JARMAN used to live here, he 
doesn't any longer.
Prospect Cottage is a private residence, 
Please don't look through the windows- 
as there is only an irate fisherman to see. 

The notice also states th a t consen t m ust 
be obtained for com m ercial photography 
or video. Some m em bers of our p arty  said 
they had  recen tly  seen a film  on T. V. 
abou t th e  cottage an d  th e  area. 
A pparently  Ja rm a n  set a trend, for m ost 
of the cottages are now  owned as second 
hom es, or owned by retired  people, or 
those of an  artistic natu re  requ iring  peace 
an d  solitude.

In  1961 a new  
ligh thouse  was bu ilt, 
closer to th e  ea ste rn  
shore at the  end  of the 
ness, to prevent it being 
obscured by the  power 
s ta tio n  w hen  th a t was 
b u ilt nearby. Some 
m em bers clim bed to the 
top an d  were rewarded 
w ith  w onderful views.

As an  added bonus we 
were able to see, a t th is 
sou thern  te rm in u s of the 
Rom ney, H ythe an d  
D ym church Railway, the 
arrival of a tra in  w hich 
h ad  travelled  th ir te e n  
an d  a h a lf  m iles by steam  
from  Hythe. The lin e  is 
said to be the  world's sm allest public 
railway.

Then  it was tim e for the  power station  
w hich we had  seen from  m iles away.

There are, in  fact, two nuclear power 
stations on th is site. The first, Dungeness
A, was opened  in  1965 and  is cooled by 
w ater d raw n from  th e  sea, w h ich  is 
re tu rned , ju s t offshore, twelve degrees 
warmer. The areas w here it re-enters the 
sea channel are visible and  are called 
patches. The w ater does n o t com e in to  
contact w ith  nuclear m ateria l so it is 
com pletely safe. F requent sam ples are 
taken  of the  w ater and  the ad jo in ing  
beach  to te s t for rad ia tio n  levels. 
Incidentally, these patches of w arm  w ater 
occasionally  a ttract m igrating  b irds and  
beaches are used as roosts for nesting  
birds. The RSPB has erected hides for 
observing them .

The second power station, Dungeness
B, is gas cooled an d  began  production  in  
1983, providing 30 m illion  K.W. hours of 
electricity, enough for the whole of south
east England. Like all nuclear reactors 
b o th  are fuelled by u ran ium , a na tu ra l 
resource for w hich there is no o ther day- 
to-day use. A pparently, n uc lea r power 
contributes n e ith e r to global w arm ing

n o r acid ra in  an d  is the largest source of 
c lean  e lec tric ity  th a t we have an d  
provides the  U.K. w ith 30% of its power. 

We were issued w ith yellow helm ets

The Society members welcome the arrival of the miniature steam train to the 
Dungeness terminal. In the background can be seen some of the rows of 
fishermen's shacks and the new lighthouse.



an d  ear m ufflers to visit the p lan t. Most of 
the tim e inside the generating  room s we 
saw no one; the m ach inery  appeared  to be 
opera ting  w ithou t visible superv ision . 
Occasionally som e one walked th rough  
an d  clocked th e ir  p e rso n a l rad ia tio n  
cards in to  a reg is te r on  th e  wall. 
A pparently  th is is linked  to a com puter 
w hich keeps an  individual ta lly  on  each 
person 's rad ia tion  absorption.

REPORT BY SHEILA COPE
"It was a day for m agic", sa id  the  
C hairm an  at the end  of the day and  the 
firs t spell was th e  tra n sfo rm a tio n  of 
th irte en  Dover Society m em bers in to  sea 
cadets as we fitted ourselves in to  the 
S.Lynx m in ibus ably driven by M alcolm 
Liggett who had  sacrificed h is day off for 
the purpose.

We experienced a gradual change in  
landscape from  fam iliar cliff and  down 
la n d  to the  g reen  yet holiday-coastal 
aspect o f Rom ney M arsh w hich  
im perceptib ly  becom es shingle and  pond  
as one reaches Dungeness. This area is 
b o th  o u tlan d ish  an d  ex traord inary . 
A lthough  fo rm er converted  railw ay 
carriages have now  gone, p e rh ap s  
absorbed in to  m ore p e rm a n en t dwellings, 
m an y  ch a rac te ris tic  f ish e rm a n 's  hu ts  
rem ain , linked  by overhead w ires and  
w ith boats beached nearby

As we drove we talked of the late Derek 
Ja rm an , film  producer, and  of w atching a 
TV p ro g ram m e fea tu rin g  h is  garden, 
w hen, ano ther piece of magic, there  it 
was! Prospect Cottage, m ade from  b lack 
w eather board ing  w ith yellow door and  
w indow  frames, is surrounded  by shingle 
w ith  open access to visitors provided they 
respec t its new  ow ner's privacy. 
B eautifully  m ain ta ined , the  garden  is 
un ique , fash ioned  from  flo tsam  an d  
je tsam  w hich includes railway sleepers, 
sections of groyne, floats, rusted  barbed  
w ire suppo rts  an d  p a rts  from  farm  
im plem ents. M any of these have been  
d riven  vertica lly  in to  th e  pebbles 
p roviding contrast and  fram ew ork for the

plants, m ost of w hich grow straight out of \  \  
apparen tly  hostile te rra in . The effect of 
gold, g reen  an d  grey a t first appears 
random  b u t is actually  careful designed 
an d  inc ludes d rough t-to leran t species 
such as dw arf broom , sea- kale, poppies, 
santolina, yucca, small-leaved roses, sage, 
rue, acanthus an d  even a fig in  the shelter 
of the house,. This strange place exceeded 
m y expectations and  I was re luc tan t to 
leave.

Next, to the lighthouse, the fourth  in  
th e  area  an d  now  p riv a te ly  owned. 
Erected in  1904 w hen its predecessors had  
becom e redundan t as the receding sea 
had  left them  too far in land, th is oil- 
pow ered ligh thouse  h ad  itse lf  b een  
m asked  by th e  pow er s ta tio n  and  
succeeded by the latest fully-autom ated 
one in  1960.

We clim bed 169 steps, eased by  4 
landings on the way and  by the  need  to 
wait for a p a rty  of p rim ary  ch ild ren  using 
th e ir  voices to dem onstrate echo effect. 
Looking in lan d  from  the top balcony it 
was possible to see how the shingle had  
accum ulated  in  ridges ra th e r like sm all 
fields w ith  straight furrows in  one section 
and  curved in  another. After the descent 
we enjoyed a cup of tea in  the cafe w hich 
ad jo ins the  te rm in u s  of the  Romney, 
H ythe an d  D ym church Light Railway.
H alf our p arty  were already walking 2 
m iles to ou r lu n c h  stop b u t before 
boarding the m in ibus we watched a tra in  
arrive. As passengers stretched th e ir  legs I 
rem em bered  m aking  th a t m onotonous 
jo u rn ey  across the  m arsh  as a child, 
cram ped inside a carriage.

Fish an d  chips are the speciality  of 
The Pilot and  the quality  excellent. The 
m agic there was th a t we m anaged to eat 
th e  generous q u an titie s  provided. 
Battered skate p resen ted  a challenge b u t 
fo rtu n a te ly  th e re  was p le n ty  of tim e  
before our final venue at 3 pm ..

First we w atched an  in troductory  film  
at the power station  visitor centre and  
learned  th a t all power stations produce 
electricity  by the sam e basic m ethod; th a t



is they create steam  w hich u n d er h igh  
p ressu re  drives tu rb in e s  w hich  move 
electrom agnets inside hundreds of tonnes 
of coiled w ire However, nuclear power 
stations are fuelled by u ran iu m  instead  of 
fossil fuels. W hen an  atom  of u ran iu m  is 
sp lit two th in g s h ap p en : it  creates 
trem endous am ounts of h ea t ( w hich 
enables the production  of steam ) and  it 
releases neutrons. These neu trons collide 
in to  o th e r atom s sp littin g  th e m  an d  
releasing m ore neutrons. H ence the te rm  
'c h a in  reaction '. Thus far, n u c lea r  
generated  fuel is clean and  green.

It is radioactive waste produced 
by th e  n u c lea r  p rocess w hich  is 
harm fu l and  th is is classified at th ree 
levels :- 1) low level - equivalent to 3 
footballs in  a person 's lifetim e if 
on ly  n u clea r produced elec tricity  
were used. This is inc inerated  and  
the ash sealed in  drum s at Drigg in  
Cum bria.
2) intermediate level - equivalent to 

h a lf  a football in  a person 's lifetim e 
housed at power stations in  concrete 
vaults and
3) high level - a cupful in  a person 's 

lifetim e, sent in  special flasks by 
road  an d  ra il for reprocessing at 
Sellafield.

Reassured maybe, we chose our 
hard  hats, gave up our bags and  were 
conducted by our two w om an guides 
th rough  the security  tu rn stile  in to  
D ungeness B, ru n  by British Energy.

A lthough  it was carefu lly  
explained to us I did n o t understand  
th e  process tak in g  p lace  in  the  
cathedral-sized build ing  we entered. 
W earing a h a rd  h a t w ith  ea r 
protectors an d  clim bing m etal stairs 
w hich vibrated  w ith the  m ach inery  was a 
novel experience. We were surrounded  by 
huge silver pipes, valves, wheels an d  vast 
cy lin d rica l shapes. It was 
im personal,.noisy  an d  overw helm ing as 
one im agines a space-station m igh t be, 
b u t safety  an d  secu rity  seem ed 
p a ra m o u n t. Later, we looked  a t th e

massive gan try  w hich can be moved in to  
p osition  to facilita te  the  exchange of 
u ran iu m  rods housed in  graphite sleeves 
w ith in  the  pressure vessel of pre-stressed 
concrete lin ed  w ith  steel. We observed 
in take an d  outflow po in ts of seawater 
used as a coolant for the pure w ater 
w ith in  the bo ile r system. It would require 
ano ther visit before I could begin  to fully 
com prehend  the  production  sequence b u t 
our use of electricity  proves that, however 
com plex, it  works. A no ther p iece  of 
magic!

We re tu rn e d  ho m e v ia th e  
com paratively  peaceful A lkham  Valley 
afte r a full an d  fasc inating  day. O ur 
th a n k s  go to  M uriel G oulding for 
suggesting th e  venue and  especially to 
Joan  our Social Secretary and  h e r  son 
M alcolm for organising and  leading the 
visit.

The fully kitted-out Society party in the generating room.



VISIT TO THE CITADEL... a n d  i t s  s e q u e l 13

DEREK LEACH

On  19 Ju n e  1999 a group of eleven 
assem bled outside the Young Offenders' 

In stitu tion  on  Dover's W estern H eights 
aw aiting  a to u r of th e  N apoleonic 
fo rtifica tio n s n o rm a lly  h id d e n  from  
pub lic  view  - un less deta ined  a t H er 
M ajesty's pleasure! We were escorted in  
across th e  deep m oat, th ro u g h  the  
form idable gateway and  security  checks 
by Jo h n  Head, our en thusiastic 'm inder'. 
We expected h im  to be our guide but, alas, 
he was o n ly  th e  k eeper of th e  keys 
constan tly  un lock ing  an d  lock ing  the  
m any  doors we w ent through. He told us 
w hat he knew  about the fortifications bu t 
we were forced to pool our knowledge 
and , w hen  th a t failed, to use our 
im ag in a tio n  about the possible layout 
a n d  uses o f som e of th e  fasc in a tin g  
structures. Needless to say, we all regretted 
no t having reread John  Peverley's book, 
'Dover's H idden Fortress' before com ing.

The YOI occupies the form er Citadel 
o f th e  W estern H eights fo rtifica tio n s

w hich was the  'Keep' - the strongest and  
h ig h est p o in t. It com prised  m asked  
ba tte ries , a large p arad e  g round  
surrounded  by storehouses and  barracks 
w ith  w ater provided by a 420 foot well. All 
th is was surrounded  by a deep brick-lined 
dry m oat. It was b u ilt a t the end  of the 
e ig h tee n th  cen tury , w hen  N apoleon 
th rea tened  invasion, as p a rt of the largest 
and  strongest fortification  in  the country  
providing a base to attack  N apoleon from  
th e  rea r  should  he  la n d  on  R om ney 
Marsh. In  the second phase of bu ild ing  on 
the H eights in  the 1860's, w hen N apoleon 
III th reatened, the Citadel's west flank  was 
protected  by new  W estern Outworks. After 
spending a fortune on these defences they 
were abandoned  after the first World War 
an d  allowed to decay. In  the 1950's the 
Citadel was taken  over by the p rison  
au thorities as a ready-m ade prison, since 
the old casem ates provided excellent cells 
and  the m oats were im passable. However, 
over the years the old parade ground has

Officers' Mess



been  covered w ith  new  prison  build ings - 
b o th  w orkshops an d  liv ing  
accom m odation - and  little  use is now 
m ade of the old fortifications.

F irst we were taken  to the form er 
Officers' Mess bu ilt in  1861, the south face 
of w hich  is still an  im pressive sight 
ju ttin g  out from  the  cliff w hen viewed 
from  seaward - a long red-brick bu ild ing  
w ith stone dressings in  m ock TUdor style. 
W hilst the approach  to the en trance and  
the facade is still impressive, we were 
d isappoin ted  to find  that, inside, any  
traces of V ictorian m ilita ry  splendour 
had  long since given way to partitio n in g  
in to  adm inistrative offices. The 
basem ent did prove interesting.
U ntil recen tly  it had  been  used by 
the YOI as p u n ish m en t cells or for 
segregating  p riso n ers  for th e ir  
own p ro tec tio n . O ne of our 
nu m ber told us th a t m ules had  
been  stabled there previously.

We tu rn e d  down th e  
o p p o rtu n ity  to w alk th e  m oa t 
(com plete w ith adders) in  order to 
co n cen tra te  on  exp lo ring  th e  
in te r io rs  of th e  re m a in in g  
fo rtifications. A rm ed w ith  ju s t 
two to rches betw een  us, we 
descended  a c ircu la r sta ircase 
com plete  w ith  ce n tra l shaft, 
s im ila r to the  G rand Shaft, to 
en ter an  underground  com plex 
th a t also houses the well, w hich 
could still provide drinkable w ater 
if  a n  ab s trac tio n  licence  were 
obtained.

Next we v isited  som e 
casem ates looking on to the  m oat 
th a t had  been  used form erly  for 
inm ate  accom m odation an d  th en  
we crossed over the m oat to the 
W estern Outworks. Here we found 
p erh a p s  th e  m ost im pressive 
structure of the visit w hich was a 
com plete barracks hang ing  on to 
the side of a m oat. Access was via 
w ide sta ircases to four barre l- 
vaulted two-storey barrack  room s

th a t doubled  as casem ates. W ith th e  
wooden floors long since rem oved and  
w ith long narrow  w indow  apertures they 
were cathedral-like. Off the  staircases 
were sm all caponnieres com plete w ith 
em brasures w hich had  been  adapted as 
toilets. This efficient a rrangem ent would 
allow soldiers to keep firing  th rough the 
em brasures w ithout absenting  th e ir  posts 
to relieve themselves!

This h igh ligh t brought the tour to an  
end. As we left th rough  the  o rig in a l 
fo rm idab le  gateway, we felt th a t th e  
Citadel is still im pregnable b u t dedicated 
now  to keeping people in, ra th e r th a n  out!

Western Outworks



One of the small caponnieres

A SEQUEL
There is a personal sequel to th is  visit, 
since it revived for m e the desire to see the 
m assive fo rtifica tions on the  W estern 
Heights opened to the public. Knowing 
th a t Fort A m herst a t Chatham , ano ther 
fo rtifica tio n  da ting  from  N apoleonic 
tim es, w hich was bu ilt to defend Chatham  
Dockyard, had  been  restored an d  opened 
as a heritage park, I decided to visit it w ith  
m y wife and  son. We toured the  com plex 
c o m p ris in g  extensive an d  im pressive 
u n d e rg ro u n d  works, gun  ba tte ries , 
m agazines, guard houses an d  revetted 
ditches. Lunchtim e arrived an d  m y wife 
an d  son decided to re tu rn  to the  p icn ic 
area w hilst I w ent th rough a brick-built 
archway leading in to  a honeycom b of 
revetted ditches and  a caponnier. W hen I 
re tu rn e d  to the  archway, th e  w ooden 
gates, w h ich  filled  th e  archw ay 
com pletely , h ad  b ee n  well a n d  tru ly  
padlocked! My calls for help  b rought no 
response.There was nobody on  m y side of 
the  gates and  nobody on  the  other! I 
inspected  the  brick-lined ditches looking 
for a p lace to clim b up  b u t w ithou t 
success an d  re tu rned  to the  archway. I 
called again  - no thing. My choice was to 
sit tigh t an d  wait for m y wife to com e 
looking for m e or, could I possibly wriggle 
u n d ern ea th  the gates w here there  was a

six inch  or so gap. I decided to 
give it a go. I thought of taking 
off m y T-shirt and  shorts to 
save them  from  dam age and  
th e  m u d  an d  gravel b u t 
decided  they  w ould offer 
p ro tec tion  to m y skin. I m a
naged to get p a rt way through 
on  m y back  and  head-first b u t 
got stuck. Rather th a n  retrea t I 
m a n ip u la te d  m y ribs an d  
stom ach u n til I succeeded!

U pon seeing me, m y wife 
an d  son did n o t realise tha t 
any th ing  was am iss u n til I 
showed them  m y rear view - 
m y sh irt was to rn  and  it, m y 
shorts and  m y elbows were 

m uddied an d  m y skin  grazed (no t to 
m en tio n  m y bru ised  stom ach and  ribs 
th a t lasted for a couple of weeks). The 
staff w ere apologetic. A p p aren tly  a 
w orkm an had  unlocked the gates w hilst 
he did som ething in  a p a rt of the Fort no t 
yet open to the  public (although there was 
no sign to th a t effect) and  relocked the 
gates w hen  he cam e ou t - w ithou t 
checking w hether he had  locked anybody 
inside. Obviously, he should have locked 
the gates b eh in d  h im  w hen he first w ent 
in! Subsequently, I received a le tte r of 
apology from  a director of the Tiust and  
the offer of a private guided tour. This was 
an  opportun ity  to find  out how  the Fort 
had  been  acquired  and  opened to the 
public successfully.

Since the end  of the last cen tu ry  the 
Fort had  been  standing neglected except 
for b rie f revivals during  the two World 
Wars and  for storage use. The m ilita ry  
finally  left in  the  late 50's dem olishing 
the m a in  barrack  block first (echoes of 
th e  W estern H eights). By 1980 the  
M inistry  of Defence w ished to sell it for 
housing developm ent b u t local h isto rians 
an d  conservationists prevented  this. A 
tru st was form ed an d  the seventeen acre 
site was bought for a no m in a l sum  of 
£ 12,000 w ith  m oney  provided by the local 
councils. The Fort was in  a sorry state



1 6  having been  used as a dum ping  ground 
for roadw ork spoil. Site clearance was the 
first m ajo r task.

There is a sixteen-m em ber tru st w ith 
representatives from  the  u n ita ry  au th 
ority, local h istorical and  conservation 
groups plus som e independen t and  co
opted m em bers. By including  in  the Trust 
rep resen ta tives  from  o th e r Medway 
attractions such as Rochester Museum, the 
H istoric Dockyard and  the Royal E ngin
eers' M useum  - w ith Fort Trustees serving 
on  th e ir  m anagem ent bodies - there is a 
good sp irit of cooperation ra th e r th an  
rivalry. As an  example, the  Kingswear 
Castle paddle steam er takes visitors from  
the Rochester attractions to the Dockyard 
w hich  he lp s to su p p o rt th e  paddle 
steam er; also there is a com bined gift shop 
in  Rochester H igh Street for the Medway 
attractions. There is also cooperation  in  
educational displays and  events.

The day to day m an ag e m en t is 
hand led  by a lim ited  com pany. Four of 
the (unpaid) directors provide the m a in  
driving force for the project w ith  each 
pu tting  in  one or two days p e r week out of 
season and  up to four days p e r week in  
season! One m anages the v isitor centre 
(gift shop and  restauran t), one acts as 
com pany  secreta ry  an d  coo rd ina tes 
events, ano ther is the Education Officer 
organising displays and  interactive events 
for school parties; the  C hairm an is the 
h is to rica l expert an d  'm ucks in ' as 
required! T here is an  em ployed work 
force of n in e  - m ain ly  skilled carpenters, 
e lectricians etc. who supervise the w ork 
of abou t th ir ty  volun teers, New Deal 
youngsters an d  young  offenders. 
Volunteers include a group of re-enactors 
who perform  every w eekend during  the 
season.

The day to day operation  is financed  
from  revenue arising  from  20,000 visitors 
each year p lus a variety  of prom otions 
w hich exploit the site w ithout destroying 
its integrity. These include ren tin g  a large 
p o rtion  of its car p a rk  to a local business 
from  M onday to Friday w hen visitors are

fewer; w edding cerem on ies an d  
receptions in  the  underground  works - 
includ ing  un ifo rm ed  guards of hon o u r 
a n d  salu tes fired; ch ild ren 's  b ir th d a y  
parties - dressing them  up in  uniform s, 
d rilling  them  and  p laying chase in  the 
tunnels; use as a film  location; an n u a l 
Halloween an d  Christm as events w hen 
the  tunne ls  are decorated and  specially 
illu m in a ted . T hese events are all 
organised by volunteers supported  by the 
site m ain ten an ce  force.

F urther restoration  and  developm ent 
projects - the  area open to the public is 
gradually  being  extended - have to be 
funded  from  a co m b in a tio n  of 
sponsorship, donations from  businesses 
w hich are quite often in  the form  of 
m aterials, an d  g rants from  the lottery, the 
local au tho rity  etc.

Needless to say, there are problem s! 
Safety p recau tions bo th  for w orkm en and  
visitors are a m ajo r item  w ith the need  
always to e rr  on  the side of caution. The 
Fire Service inspects th ree m onth ly  and  
the local un iversity  carries out occasional 
seism ological surveys to check  th e  
stability o f the  tunnels. Unofficial young 
visitors out o f hours have been  a headache 
- setting fire to 'period ' tim ber from  the 
D ockyard an d  setting  fire to the  site 
m ain ten an ce  portakabins w ith the loss of 
valuable tools as well as buildings.

The co n tin u in g  efforts of the  Fort 
A m herst Tfrist have to be adm ired  an d  I 
w onder w hether there is a challenge here 
for the people of Dover w ith the neglected 
W estern H eights fo rtifica tio n s hav ing  
b ee n  saved from  developm ent b u t 
need ing  repairs an d  m aking  safe before 
any  (official) access to the public. At least 
we have the  advantage of English Heritage 
already ow ning the site (except for the 
YOI) b u t lack  of funds m eans th a t the 
fo rtifica tio n s are  'm o thba lled '; on ly  
essen tia l rep a irs  an d  m easu res to 
m in im ise  vandalism  are undertaken . Any 
in itiative by a local group m ight well be 
w elcom ed by  E nglish  H eritage b u t it 
would be a form idable challenge!
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A group of m em bers went 
on the coach trip  to this 

event a t E arl's Court on 
Friday 30 July and  enjoyed a 
thoroughly good day out.

Leaving Dover early in  
the  afte rnoon , we settled 
down to a com fortable 
jo u rn ey  arriv ing  a t Earl's 
Court in  good tim e to allow 
am ple opp o rtu n ity  for 
refreshm ent and viewing of 
the m any interesting static 
displays and  shops which were available in  
the considerable area outside the actual 
aud ito rium . My personal choice for 
refreshm ent and relaxation was in  the 
convivial atm osphere of the Devonport 
Field Gun Crew Bar whose team , I was 
enthusiastically inform ed, had  broken the 
world record tim e in  the ir ru n  on the 
previous day.

On tak ing  
our seats at the 
co m m en c em en t 
of the  arena 
perform ance, we 
had a grandstand 
view of the  
a rriv a l of HRH 
The Duke of York 
CVO ADC who as 
a serving Royal 
Navy officer, took 
the salute on this 
occasion. For the 
last one hundred  and  tw enty years the 
Royal T ournam ent has provided 
m agn ificen t en te r ta in m e n t in  
dem onstrating the character and  skills of 
our arm ed services.

All participants paraded accom panied 
by a tri-service M assed Band an d  a 
sensational fanfare for the  overture, 
followed by the very popular m usical ride 
by the Household Cavalry accom panied by

The M ounted 
Band of The 
Blues and  Royals. 
Following the 
d isbandm ent of 
the  RAF Police 
Dogs o rgan isa
tion  in  1994, it 
was a p leasan t 
surprise to enjoy 
once again the ir 
ever p opu la r 
p e r f o r m a n c e  

provided by the volunteer RAF handlers 
who were determ ined no t to let sleeping 
dogs lie! T here followed the  keen ly  
contested  RN Field Gun C om petition  
between Fleet Air Arm and  Devonport, but 
alas no fu rther breaking  of the world 
record, for us to witness.

The m usical drive by The King's Troop 
Royal Horse Artillery gave 
the ir usual exciting display 
of precision horsem anship  
which had the audience on 
the  edge of th e ir  seats. 
Faultless to a 'T' the Queen's 
Colour Squadron RAF then  
perform ed the ir arm s drill 
sequence w ith panache. The 
finale developed into what 
was m ore ak in  to the" last 
n igh t of the proms" w ith the 
'g i-norm ous' u n io n  flag , 
w hich I suspect, m ost had 
ever seen and  why not? - for 

this is, after all, a V ery special year w hen  
The Royal T ou rnam en t, as we have 
know n and  loved it, passes in to  history '.

Perhaps there was a touch of sadness 
w ith the exhilaration as we were carried 
along by the enorm ous crowd back to our 
w aiting bus bu t it was undoubtedly  a 
highly-successful outing, for w hich we 
thank  once again, our Social Secretary, 
Joan  Liggett.

REPORT BY JOHN OWEN

Overture - massed band entry

Finale - gi-normous Union Flag "last night of the 
proms" atmosphere



Millennium Essay Competition
IN NEWSLETTER 35 we included the 

details of an essay competition open 
to the six Dover secondary schools.

The w inner of the com petition  was 
Amy Packm an from  Dover G ram m ar 
School for Girls. Amy will receive a book 
token  for £50.00 an d  the  school w ins 
£100.00 w orth of books. The presentation  of 
the prizes will be m ade at the G ram m ar 
School by our President, Brigadier Maurice 
Atherton, som etim e early in  December. 
Am y's essay:

DISCUSS WAYS IN WHICH THE 
TOWN OF DOVER COULD BUILD 

UPON ITS HISTORIC PAST TO BENEFIT
THE TOWN IN THE NEXT CENTURY 

From the m om ent you arrive in  this 
spectacular comer of Kent, you will want to 
discover why Dover's h istory  proves so 
enchanting to m illions of visitors every year 
? The historic background of Dover is not in  
question, indeed, the landscape overflows 
with evidence of its illustrious past. Instead 
one m ust consider ways in  which such a 
glorious town can be prom oted and 
preserved for future generations.

For the past m illennium '. Dover Castle 
has guarded and overlooked the old Roman 
town', ensuring its protection from attack', 
earlier this century acting as a valuable 
com m unications link  in  the war effort, and 
more recently as a tourist destination. Now a 
m agnificen t symbol of English history, 
epitom e sing a golden age of medieval 
architecture as well as a host for num erous 
exciting events including baffle re
enactm ents and festive banquets, Dover 
Castle is undoubtedly at the heart of the 
historic charm  of the town.

Dover is often seen as a key figure in  this 
'Garden of England'. The natural gateway to 
Britain from the continent, Dover provides a 
m ultitude of sightseeing opportunities', 
money from which can be ploughed back 
into the com m unity in  order to re-establish 
the town as a reflection of an  area of 
outstanding natural beauty. Dover Castle

and Shakespeare Cliff provide the very 
symbol on which 'White Cliffs Country' is 
founded. A recen t com m ent from  a 
Canadian who is a regular visitor to England 
encapsulated what we often take for granted; 
'Absolutely breathtaking - the White Cliffs of 
Dover are m ore am azing each tim e I see 
them'. As the visitor is not unaccustomed to 
awe inspiring scenery', living only m inutes 
away from Niagra Falls', such a statem ent 
should make every resident and regular 
visitor to Dover proud of being part of such 
a m agnificent scene.

As a Cinque Port', Dover relies heavily 
on tourism  as one of its m ain  sources of 
income; steeped in  history', however, it is not 
difficult to see why so m any people both 
from hom e and abroad choose to visit the 
town. There is p len ty  to do w hen one 
considers the historically related aspects of 
Dover can be viewed and explored in  
exhibitions and museums. On this basis it 
could be argued that Dover cannot build 
upon its already extensive visitors facilities 
in  order to benefit the town in  the next 
century. Recent renovation work to the 
P rom enade have produced a clean and 
attractive environm ent from which to cast a 
gaze over the harbour'. Channel', Castle and 
Cliffs. The 'White Cliffs Experience' has also 
undergone recent reorganising, opening up 
new exhibits to the public, providing a 
comprehensive insight into the history of 
Dover's progression and also its involvement 
in  the Second World War. Increased 
prom otion of the 'White Cliffs Experience", 
the 'Old Tbwn Gaol' and 'Dover Museum', 
would easily boost revenue', attracting more 
visitors whose localised consum er spending 
would increase the profitability of business 
and  over tim e improve standards of 
appearance and cleanliness. Arguably Dover 
is hom e to the richest ten  acres of buried 
archaeology anywhere in  Britain hidden 
beneath its streets - an archaeological feat 
which could be promoted to a greater extent 
than  it is today. Opened to the public in  May



1977, the Roman Painted House is a marvel 
both as a m onum ent to the architectural 
period of its original inhabitants', but also as 
a showpiece to satisfy the curiosity  of 
visitors in  the present day. I do not feel that 
such an  im portan t discovery should be 
erased from m em ory through lack of being 
publicised am ong the local press or 
advertising on television', radio', and 
Internet. Even sporadic prom otion would 
establish quality  links w ith the target 
market', w ith prospective visitors in  tu rn  
spending in  local business, benefiting the 
town indirectly. It would be a travesty to 
allow valuable h istoric attribu tes go 
unnoticed', when sim ple steps could be 
taken to prevent such an occurrence.

Similarly'. Dover would benefit from 
increased revenue by introducing special 
events at the Castle', such as seasonal 
concerts', festivals and firework displays 
w hich have proved both  successful and 
profitable at Leeds Castle. Admittedly', 
location is a significant factor, with Dover 
Castle being so close to the town itself, 
d isturbances could no t be avoided and 
extensive perm ission would have to be 
attained before any such events could go 
ahead. However, is it not advantageous to 
build upon the town's current historical 
reputation by hosting occasional', popular 
festivities which would encourage consum er 
spending and prom ote Dover as the centre 
of historical discovery well into the next 
m illennium ?

In addition, aerial development would 
be beneficial to town business, as well as 
providing a unique experience for people of 
all ages. The prospect of viewing the area by 
glider', balloon or helicopter would enable 
both tourists and locals alike to view the 
spectacular h istory  of Dover form  an 
alternative angle. Visitors would have the 
opportunity to see the Castle', its church and 
Roman Lighthouse', the Cliffs, town and 
possibly a chalk feature (for instance a 
castle) carved in to  the landscape. 
Undoubtedly this would be an  am azing 
venture', from  w hich sponsorship and 
investm ent could be obtained, w ith a 
proportion of the proceeds being used to

improve the town; preserving m uch of its 
V ictorian architecture and  harbour', 
cleaning m ajor routes and even
pedestrianising specific areas in  order to 
reduce noise and air pollution. This would 
consequently make the town more attractive 
for its inhabitants, and more appealing to 
visitors. Chalk features and viewing schemes 
such as th a t previously suggested have 
proved successful in  num erous picturesque 
locations around the country', including the 
White Horse at York, popular as a backdrop 
for picnics in  the summer. Although a 
dram atic alteration to the countryside, such 
a feature may depict an im portant scene or 
instance in  tim e', adding historic character 
to the landscape and providing a welcoming 
sight for travellers coming through the port.

Dover already has com m unity events 
which benefit the town, such as the Carnival 
which encourages group activities and raises 
m oney for charitable organisations 
throughout the district. Deal's regatta could 
be m irrored in  Dover', ensuring competitive 
spirit and teamwork am ong groups and 
organisations in terested  in  sailing and 
racing. Investm ent from industries would 
help prom ote and finance such occasions. 
The open-top bus touring the town and 
im portant historical landm arks is a valuable 
service particularly to tourists, whose first 
p riority  is to experience famous features. 
Similar tour services have been extremely 
successful in  Cambridge, Bath and Dublin, 
where additional stops at hotels and 
restauran ts have encouraged increased 
consum er spending. Improved signposting 
at both the Eastern and Western Docks could 
also invite more visitors from the continent 
to spend tim e in  the town and neighbouring 
areas - such as Crabble, River and Kearsney 
Abbey, rather than  drive straight through, 
without viewing some of the most im portant 
historical sights in  the country. Improved 
parking facilities opposite the Castle would 
alleviate congestion and reduce parking 
w ithin Dover town centre.

One only has to look up in  Dover's High 
Street to see previously unnoticed stylish 
architecture', although bare walls', clouded 
with traffic pollution and dirt are visible



20 everywhere. Why not envisage these spaces 
as b lank canvases? Find ways in  which such 
areas that lower the tone and image of the 
town could be refreshed. M urals have 
livened up the subways connecting  the 
prom enade and High Street in  Dover, and 
such an  example could be m irrored  
elsewhere in  the town, perhaps through 
com petitions for w hat scene should be 
depicted - incorporating  histo ry  and 
brightening previously unused blank wall 
space. M urals will last for m any years 
benefiting future generations as well as our 
own. Similarly, as in  Deal and elsewhere 
along Kent's coast', com petitions could be 
run  to introduce m odern art and sculpture 
with a historic or sea-related them e to add to 
the visual appeal of the town.

A Dover 2000 project could ensure a 
better understanding of the town through 
the introduction of a mobile interactional 
exhibition, sim ilar to that of the 'Jorvik 
Viking Centre' in  York and T h e  Oxford 
Story'. Such a different m ethod of exploring 
Dover's history could include the them e of 
looking back two-thousand years into the 
past - visiting specific events in  history -

moving to the present day and beyond, 
reaching into the future to speculate of what 
form Dover will take two-thousand years on. 
Dramatic displays of this form would be 
invaluable in  explain ing Dover in  its 
historical context in  an exciting way, which 
would be valuable both now and into the 
next century.

Essentially, Dover has the foundations 
on which to build and update its reputation 
and image into the new m illennium . With 
greater industria l investm ent thus 
regenerating m oney into the com munity; 
the creating  of new job opportun ities 
through the bu ild ing  of new galleries', 
museums and exhibitions', coupled with the 
introduction of sculpture and art designed 
by locals for locals', will all be im m ensely 
beneficial to Dover residents and visitors in  
the next century. Prom otion of its positive 
aspects would instill confidence am ong 
visitors and residents that Dover is and will 
continue to be a vital part of English history.

The potential use of Dover's historic past 
rem ains extensive, why let it go to waste 
when so m uch could become of it and so 
m any would benefit.

EMMAUS...
...now fully open REPORT BY TERRY SUTTON

St. Martin's Emmaus, at Archcliffe Fort, supported by the Dover Society, is now fully open 
with the number of resident Companions increased to 21. The Companions, with the help 
of local craftsmen, completed the restoration on the Victorian barrack block in the summer, 
thus finishing the major work at this Henry VIII fort.

In the year ending June 1999 St. Martin's Emmaus provided nearly 4,500 nights of 
accommodation at the fort for 84 individuals, with two of the Companions remaining with 
us for around three years. A major step has been the appointm ent of a co-ordinator for the 
workshop at the centre. This has been made possible with the aid of a grant from the South 
East Development Agency and products for sale are now being made in  the workshops and 
include rocking deck chairs, garden stools, tables and coffee tables, made mainly out of 
recycled materials. Takings in  the shop have increased to over £1000 a week but more 
customers would be welcome.

Chairman Francis Watts says, "We still rely on public generosity to help pay our way on 
a day-to-day basis and we are grateful to the many individuals and organisations which 
continue to help us financially."

Any offers of unwanted items, for repair if necessary, for sale at the shop at the fort, are 
gratefully received. Just ring 01304 204550 and they will collect.



DROP BATTERY
--------------------------------- ♦ ---------------------------------

/o n  Iveson

ONE OF TH E  LESS W E LL KNOW N  
fortifications built on the Western 
Heights was Drop Battery, to the 
seaward side of the Drop Redoubt. None of the 

gun positions survive, but its magazines still 
rem ain hidden in  the hillside.

Drop Battery seems to have been built to 
protect the area between the Drop Redoubt 
and the cliff edge, and to prevent assaulting 
troops using this gap in the ditch defences to 
work their way along the Western Heights. 
Like the earlier fortifications it was intended 
for use against attack from the landward side, 
in  this instance along the track up Cowgate 
Hill from the town. The date of construction 
is difficult to determine, but it appears to 
predate the Royal Commission work on the 
Heights.

The battery does not appear on the 1844 
survey of the town and port made by Small 
and Son and published by Batcheller, but by 
the 1850s this battery m ounted three 24 
pounder guns and appears from a plan of the 
period to have had two small magazines.

A report of 5th October 1868 transcribes 
the evidence of Captain Charles Elwin 
Harvey, R.E., who was Commanding Royal 
Engineer when the Royal Commission work 
was inspected. His evidence to the committee 
states that a magazine was added near the 
Drop Battery, and that the battery existed 
already. He goes on to say that there had been 
no rem odelling of the battery to accept 
heavier guns for use against ships. He added 
that the new magazine was protected from 
direct fire from ships, but that the entrances 
to the expense magazines required more 
protection. Money had been asked for under 
the annual estimates to add more protection 
to these entrance doors. It seems that these 
expense magazines were the original two 
magazines which appear on the 1850s plan.

The report of the committee to enquire 
into the construction, condition and cost of 
the fortifications erected or in  course of

erection published in  1869, notes a 
ditch and lines connecting the 
Redoubt with Drop Battery, and a 
magazine for the latter. It continues 
tha t they were com m enced in  
October 1859, and com pleted in  

February 1862.
By 1876 the battery m ounted three 

smooth bore 42 pounder guns and three 
experimental 7 inch Rifled Breech Loading 
guns. All of these were proposed to be 
removed and replaced with five 64 pounder 
Rifled Muzzle Loading guns.

The Royal Artillery and Royal Engineers 
Works Committee, Revision of Armaments at 
Dover, published in May 1886, states that 
Drop Battery may be disarmed. The schedule 
at the end of the report lists five 64 pounder 8 
inch Rifled Muzzle Loading guns as approved 
and mounted, but notes that these are to be 
reduced by five.

The 1894 report makes no m ention of the 
battery, and a rifle range was built on the site. 
This range has now been demolished and 
there is no trace of the gun positions.

One of the original magazines is situated 
behind the battery. The 1859 Royal 
commission regarded this as inadequate and 
a new magazine was built as part of the work 
to extend the ditch to the cliff edge. This 
magazine survives, and in  its entrance 
passage is a small ready use magazine, which 
may well be the other early magazine.

Grand Shaft Barracks
This engraving shows the Drop Redoubt on the horizon 
above the barracks and, between the Drop redoubt and the 
cliff edge, Drop Battery. It was drawn after the completion of 
the Royal Commission work on the Drop Redoubt.
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Th e  Dover Society p ro jec t to 
su p p o r t th is  v e ry  D over 
occasion, in c lu d ed  a Society 

te n t  as a focal p o in t for m em bers  
a n d  th e ir  fr ie n d s  a t te n d in g  th e  
P ageant to en joy  som e refre sh m en t, 
try  th e ir  h a n d  a t lucky-dip  tom bola. 
T hey  co u ld  v iew  th e  la te s t 
p h o to g ra p h ic  d isp lay  o f S ocie ty  
ac tiv itie s an d  fo rth co m in g  social 
p ro g ra m m e  a t th e  a d ja c e n t 
m em b ersh ip  table, w h ich  was also 
available to  w elcom e new  m em bers  

A dd itiona lly  we fielded  a strong  
a n d  very  flam boyan t te am  of m em bers 
in  th e  D uke o f W elling ton 's entourage, 
rep rese n tin g  th e  im p o rta n t peop le  of 
th is  p a r t  o f K ent . A g rea t deal o f effort 
(a n d  c o n s id e ra b le  in g e n u ity )  w ith  
respect to costum es, resu lted  in  a m ost 
effective rep rese n ta tio n  o f th e  period . 
T he 'g e n tle m a n  w ith o u t th e  g o ld en

Society costumed participants pose at Society hospitality tent

TDS Hospitality Tent - the workers: Ann Owen, Audrey Thorn, 
Muriel Goulding and Sybil Standing

tro u sers ' n ee d  n o t have w orried . H e 
looked  good a n d  coped sp lend id ly

O ur p a rad e  was item  n u m b e r  19b of 
a sp le n d id  p ro g ra m m e  o f 24 ite m s  
dep icting , on  th e  eve o f th e  M illenn ium , 
th ro u g h  n a r ra tio n , m usic, dance a n d  
co lourfu l costum es, th e  h is to ry  o f Dover 
from  th e  ea rlie s t tim es to th e  p re se n t 

day.
The very  h a rd  

w ork  p u t in  by  
th e  m e m b e r  
v o lu n tee rs  w ho 
re sp o n d e d  to  
ou r call for h e lp  
in  th e  la s t 
N ew sletter, w as 
v ery  m u c h  
a p p re c ia te d  by  
th e  c o m m itte e  
a n d  i t  was 
p leasin g  to  n o te  
th a t th e  Society 
fu n d s  h a d



b en e fited  to th e  tu n e  o f £95.96, 
b e in g  th e  p ro f it  m a d e  o n  
to m b o la  a n d  re fre sh m e n ts , 
w h ich  gives som e idea o f th e  
en o rm o u s effort m ade by  ou r 
m e m b e r  v o lu n te e rs . A b ig  
thank -you  is due to  th e  3rd 
B a tta lio n  o f th e  P a rac h u te  
R eg im en t fo r p ro v id in g  a n d  
rigg ing  th e  tentage.

H ow ever you  h e lp e d  by  
b r in g in g  h o m e m a d e  cakes,

TDS costumed characters - Wellington Tableaux 
c o n tr ib u tin g  in  lieu , d ressing -up , 
s tew ard in g  th e  te n t,  m a n n in g  th e  
m em b ersh ip  tab le o r g en era lly  rigg ing  
a n d  u n r ig g in g  a n d  h e lp in g  w ith  
tra n s p o r ta tio n , m a n y  th a n k s  fo r a n  
excellen t te am  effort.

Member Volunteers
H om em ade cakes a n d  Tbm bola Prizes: 
M urielG oulding, Audrey T horn , D orothy 
Weston, Moya Large, Peter Hargreave,
H ugh Gordon, Jo a n  Liggett, A nn  Owen, 
Sheila Cope, M arjorie & Leo W right,
Sybil S tanding.
O ther C on tribu tions:
Je n n ife r  & J o h n  G errard, L illian  Kay, 
H elen  Grocock, Je a n  lU ckwell, George
& P enny  M atthews, J a n e t Young, Joyce 
W hibley, A nne  M arie & Ignais  deJaeger.

Sheila Cope's membership table

H elp ers:
B a rry  Late, M urie l
G oulding, A udrey T horn , 
S heila  Cope, M e rril & 
B ruce Lilley, Sybil
S tanding, A nn  & J o h n  
O w en, H ugh  G ordon, 
Jo a n  & D ick Liggett. 
C ostum ed C harac ters: 
B a rry  Late, S heila  & 
Je rem y  Cope, G lyn Hale, 
Leslie W ard, T erry
S u tton , D erek  L each,
Jo h n  O w en, Ja c k
Woolford, Joe H arm an , 
N o reen  T h o m a s a n d  

M ike M cFarnell, b o th  key figures in  
staging th e  Pageant, are  m em b ers  o f 
The Dover Society.

Chairman and Vice President with Mayor of Dover 
Town Council



Ivan Green, BA., FCCEd.

King Henry the Eighth was fond of 
Dover and he spent a great deal of time 
in the town. He has been hated by 

centuries of churchm en, and was 
undoubtedly a vain and cruel man, a lover of 
display and exhibitionism and of women and 
the consumer of large quantities of food and 
wine. He is still much reviled today by many 
people, even though we all carry a memorial 
of him  in our loose change.

In 1521, before his break with Rome he 
published a defence of the seven sacraments 
in  his rebuttal of Luther and the new 
religious reformers, and the pope granted 
him  the title of FIDEI DEFENSOR (Defender 
of the Faith). He still used it after his break 
with Rome and even today, more than four 
centuries later, our royal titles still use an 
abbreviation of it. Our modern £2 coins bear 
the abbreviation FID DEF, and the smaller 
ones just F.D.

In spite of all his defects he was a great 
patriot, and he strutted across our island 
story in  a way few other men ever achieved, 
changing England, a little island in the mists 
off the north-west of Europe, into a premier 
world power, a position the country holds 
even today. Much of his womanising was the 
result of his obsession with producing a male 
heir to succeed him  and it is a great irony 
that, after his disappointment at the birth of 
his female child whom he nam ed Elizabeth 
she should have grown up to exceed him  in 
many ways.

He was a m an of his time and, 
being a second son, he was 
originally well educated for the 
church until his older brother 
Arthur, who was from birth groomed 
for statesmanship, died early. Henry 
was not really a revolutionary but 
was swept along by the challenge of 
the new thinking and the new ways 
which were flooding through the 
intellectual world and replacing 
many of the beliefs and concepts of 
the medieval traditions. His quarrels 
were not with the church, but with 
popes.

Dover was already one of the progressive 
communities since, being a Cinque Port, it 
had always been free from the suffocating 
trammels of the old medieval church and 
aristocratic hierarchies, owing allegiance 
directly to the King. An increasingly 
important new middle class was emerging in 
the town, more and more influential in local 
government and business. Dover was by then 
a working, outgoing, adventurous commun
ity exploiting the newer larger ships such as 
early examples of the cog. They had two or 
three masts, rudders, cabins and cargo holds, 
and were being increasingly used by Dover 
businessmen who were not interested in 
sailing the ships, as were old master 
mariners, but in chartering them to use as a 
means of transport for their increasing trade 
with the Baltic, the coasts of Spain and north
west Africa, and the Eastern Mediterranean.

But it is Henry's impact on Dover, which 
is our task today. Dover, in which Henry 
spent much time, was well known to him  
from the reign of his father, Henry the 
Seventh, who appointed him  Lord Warden of 
the Cinque Ports in 1493 when he was still a 
young prince. The town was becoming, in 
effect, the principal Cinque Port, many of the 
other ports being in decay, largely caused by 
problems with their harbours and their 
inability to provide the larger ships then 
coming into use.

Land transport, handling the traders' 
goods into and out of Dover, consisting of two

A continental artist's view of Dover in Henry's time. It appeared to 
him to be almost impregnable.



and four wheeled carts pulled by bullocks, 
was developing apace, and small coasting 
vessels linking up with other ports, 
principally London, was providing much 
new employment for local men. Business

Part of a 1595 map. At top left, marked 30, is Archcliffe Fort as 
Henry left it. At the extreme right are two smoking lime kilns. 
There are seven shown on the whole map. They were in Lime 

Kiln Lane, later Limekiln Street.
men were beginning to build warehouses 
near the harbour and some of them were 
recruiting small perm anent staffs of workers, 
though most of the labour remained on a 
casual basis.

The old religious institutions, in the 
Dover area principally Dover Priory, the 
Leper Hospital, St Radigund's Abbey and 
West Langdon Abbey, were all decaying 
and with fewer and fewer members, no 
longer of much relevance. They were 
little more than comfortable homes for 
privileged ageing members, increasingly 
bypassed by a more modern world. At 
Dover Priory, though it was still catering 
in a lim ited way for travellers, even the 
famous Passage Mass for travellers was no 
longer sung, but the Maison Dieu 
continued to function a few years more.

The parish churches, long since 
denuded by the larger religious institutions 
of their greater tithes and most of their 
property, struggled against financial 
difficulties and rising tide of unbelief, though 
St Mary the Virgin and St James seem to have 
continued successfully without much 
external interference. St Martin le Grande, on 
the other hand, was almost ruinous and the 
Priory, which had long since taken the lion's

share of its earlier considerable possessions 
and was responsible for its spiritual welfare, 
often failed to provide a priest for even the 
most basic services.

The town's social state was also changing 
rapidly. There were increasing 
num bers of citizens who were 
sufficiently educated to carry on 
business without the need for priests in 
holy orders who until then had been 
some of the very few in the community 
who were educated and literate.

Businessmen increasingly became 
members of the town's ruling class. 
There were no members of the old 
aristocratic ruling families and few if 
any who lived without engaging in 
productive work. It was an active, 
democratic and increasingly pros
perous working community centred on 
the running  of the ships of the 
Crossing, on fishing and on a growing 
import and export trade with foreign 
ports.

In Dover Henry the Eighth was very 
much at home, and the town's bells were 
always rung when he arrived, often in some 
state. When he became king he often used the 
town's ships, both for warlike purposes and

The famous view of Henry boarding ship on his way to meet 
the French king. The two towers in the foreground were 

important features of the harbour at that time.

also for conveying him, his court and his 
soldiers across the continent. In 1513 he 
stayed at Dover to assemble his officers and 
his army and a fleet of Cinque Port ships to 
carry them to the Continent where he won a 
great victory over the French in the Battle of 
the Spurs. During his absence English forces 
defeated the Scots at the Battle of Flodden 
Field in which James the Fourth was killed.



Cinque Port ships, in which of course those at 
Dover always figured prominently, were used 
to patrol the North Sea to prevent continental 
forces from landing in Scotland to support 
the Scots during that campaign.

In 1513 it was ordered that 'Every man 
that goeth in the Navy of the Portes shal have 
a cote of white cotten with a red cross and the 
armes of the Ports undernethe that is to 
say the halfe lion and the halfe shippe'.
(The spelling is original). No doubt the 
Dover mariners were proud of their new 
uniform.

The harbour was always causing 
concern. The old harbour by St James's 
church was silted too badly to be used, 
and was partly blocked by a fall of cliff, 
and the one at the western end of the 
bay was frequently blocked by shingle 
brought eastward on the tide. The 
townsfolk decided to petition the king, 
and an account of the m atter was 
recorded in Hollingshed Chronicle, and 
part of it copied by Bavington Jones in 
his Annals of Dover. Yes, they did copy 
other peoples' work even in those days!
Four Dover jurats, being seamen and not 

clerics, asked the Rev. John Thompson, rector 
of St James's church, to produce a petition to 
the king, but the priest, being very poor, 
could not afford to go to London to present 
the petition so the townsfolk subscribed to 
his expenses. Henry received him, but sent 
for the four jurats to come to court to see him  
personally.

He apparently enjoyed their company 
and they stayed there at court for upwards of 
a fortnight. Some writers have disparaged 
him  for finding their company attractive, 
calling them ignorant common fishermen, 
but he obviously found them better company 
than those more socially elevated people who 
usually surrounded him. In any case they 
were jurats, leading members of the Dover 
community, and every one of them served as 
mayor of the town during his lifetime.

The outcome was Henry's decision to 
fund the building of a sea wall out from the 
western side of the harbour to deflect the 
shingle, which was carried eastward on the 
tide, out into the m ain tidal flow, and so away 
form the harbour mouth. Part of this wall was 
eventually completed, as was shown on a mid

sixteenth century map, but the king, 
overburdened with more urgent national 
defence, eventually lost interest and the wall 
was never completed.

Henry became increasingly concerned 
however at the growing strength of the 
French fleet, and at the increasing 
proficiency of the French in  the use of

gunpowder and he determined to rectify both 
deficiencies. Realising that the Portsmen 
were no longer able to provide the big ships 
and large crews then becoming usual, he 
determ ined to reinforce them  with a 
perm anent navy, building larger ships and 
establishing a perm anent naval force with an 
admiralty and naval office organisation. He 
laid down rates of pay for admirals, captains 
and sailors, and arranged that skilled Cinque 
Port captains should be added to his new 
naval crews from time to time, as their 
detailed knowledge of the treacherous tides 
and currents of the English Channel would 
be valuable.

He also built a new royal warship, the 
'Grace A Dieu', to rival that of Francis II of 
France which carried 100 guns. The 'Grace A 
Dieu', built in 1514 and often at anchor at 
Dover was said to be the last great old type of 
warship with towering sides and mounting 21 
large and 130 smaller guns of different sizes 
and types. Some other experts give slightly 
different numbers. She cost £ 15,00 a vast sum 
then, She was accidentally burnt in 1553.

Tb deal with Henry's determination to 
become expert in his mastery of gunnery we 
must rely upon the account of Brigadier

Archcliffe Fort as it was when the army abandoned it.



Oliver Frederick Hogg, CBE, FSA, FRHist, 
FRGS, who served in the Royal Artillery from 
1907 to 1946 AD, and was Assistant General of 
the Ordinance. He was a great expert in the 
use of medieval and later guns and gunnery 
in  warfare, and much of his work is still used 
today. He pointed out that Henry needed to 
know four things about the use of a gun: the 
length of the gun barrel, the size of the ball, 
and clearance between the bore of the barrel 
and the ball, and weight of the gunpowder 
needed for various applications, and he could 
only decide these by experiment.

Dover Bay was the perfect experimental 
site. Guns were installed on a protruding 
height at the west of the bay at the spot where 
Henry later built Archcliffe Fort, and were 
fired across the bay while being observed 
from the cliff top at the castle. The balls struck 
the water at different distances from the guns 
according to the various combinations of 
barrels and balls and the quantity of 
gunpowder used. This, Hogg pointed out, was 
an early example of gun proofing.

In 1520 Dover was treated to two scenes of 
royal grandeur, the first when Henry rode 
into town at the head of a great torchlight 
procession, a splendid array to welcome the 
Emperor Charles when he landed at Dover. 
The two men rode to Canterbury together. 
The second occasion was when Henry was 
staying at the castle to muster the Cinque 
Ports Fleet, and a great assembly of 
personnel, to sail to the continent for the 
Field of the Cloth of Gold. Readers will be 
familiar with the famous picture, published 
hundreds of times, which shows the great 
assembly of ships in  the western harbour and 
Henry himself embarking.

Long before that tim e the old little 
harbour by St James's church had of course 
choked up, caused by the silting up of the 
East Brook which had originally supplied it, 
and by a cliff fall which happened at a point 
somewhere between St James's church and 
the modern swimming pool.

During Henry's stay at Dover Castle Sir 
Edward Guleford was ordered to provide 
sustenance for the royal party for one month. 
The details were recorded: '700 quarters of 
wine, 150 tuns of French and Gaston wine, six 
butts of sweet wine, 560 tuns of beer, 340 
beeves at forty shillings, 4200 muttons at five

shillings, 800 veals at five shillings, eighty 
hogsheads of grease, salt and fresh fish £300, 
spices £440, diapers £300, 4000 pounds of wax 
white lights £26 13s 4d, poultry £1,300, 
pewter vessels £300, pans and spits £200, 
5.600 quarters of coal, tallwood and billets 
£200, sables £200'. It must have been quite a 
party.

In 1521 Sir Richard was ordered to make 
similar provisions for the visit to Dover 
Castle of the Emperor Charles V.

It was the time of new scholarship, when 
scholars everywhere were questioning old 
medieval thought and belief. Men like 
Copernicus the astronomer and Cabot the 
great ocean explorer were opening new fields 
of knowledge. Thinkers like Colet, Linacre 
and Erasmus were landing at Dover, and 
walking to England's centres of learning to 
stay and teach as honoured guests, all 
encouraged by the great Archbishop 
Warham, one of the very few churchmen who 
had the vision to welcome the new learning. 
Erasmus in  particular had cause to regret his 
encounter with Dover, since on his return to 
the continent he was stopped and searched 
here, and forced to hand over his £200 worth 
of gold, then the only international currency, 
which was a gift to take back with him  for his 
work here. For several centuries nobody was 
allowed to take out from England more than 
they brought in. The great Erasmus left 
Dover, as he had arrived, penniless.

In 1521 Dover was again to welcome an 
im portant traveller, Campegio, the papal 
emissary who landed here and travelled to 
Sevenoaks accompanied by a substantial 
posse of important papal officers. He stayed 
at Knole before proceeding to London to try 
the king's divorce case, which proved to be a 
failure for Henry.

In 1539 Henry was in grave danger of 
being invaded by French and Spanish forces 
acting under the urging of the Pope and he 
put in hand a great programme of defence 
building all round the east and south coasts, 
the castles at Deal, Walmer and Sandgate 
being included in  this enormous 
undertaking.

He already had the great castle at Dover, 
but the guns stationed on the cliff top were 
unable to be depressed sufficiently to enable 
them to defend the sea shore. In consequence



2 8  he built three gun positions to deter any 
enemy landing in  Dover bay. The 
westernmost was Archcliffe Fort, which still 
survives. The Black Battery (sometimes called 
by other names in  old documents) stood near 
the present site of the landward end of the 
present Admiralty Pier but is long since gone, 
and Moats Bulwark, much altered later was 
built half way up the cliff below the castle and 
still survives. All were arm ed with an 
assortment of guns and an establishment of 
soldiers.

In 1544 Henry mustered army and the 
Cinque Port ships at Dover to carry them 
across to the continent. Little perm anent 
success followed, but Henry's force did 
capture Boulogne, bringing back to 
Dover the gates of the town. Henry pre
sented the gates to Sir Thomas Hardres as 
a trophy of war and Sir Thomas erected 
them at the gates of his estate at Upper 
Hardres. In the 19th century, the gates 
having become rotten, the local 
blacksmith there bought them and burnt 
them to salvage the iron hinges and 
nails. Henry had no special contact with 
Dover from the end of his Boulogne 
campaign until he died in 1547.

After the destruction of Dover's 
religious institutions, which will be dealt 
with later, there were several problems 
which were not resolved. One of these 
was the church of St Mary the Virgin, 
which was ordered to be closed, but the 
people of Dover petitioned Henry that 
they should continue to be allowed to use

it as their parish church. Henry, after 
discovering that it had no connection with the 
old monastic foundations, presented it to the 
people as their parish church.

Since it had no assets of any kind, they 
ran it, with financial difficulties at times, for 
more than three hundred years They voted for, 
and elected, their own priest for more than 
three centuries, each aspirant taking services 
for one Sunday, the people then voting for the 
priest they preferred. It was a rare right in  the 
Church of England, a right they lost in the 
1 9 ^  century through the machinations of the 
priest at that time, the ambitious and devious 
Canon Puckle.

The Gate of Boulogne, brought back to Dover as a prize of war, 
and given by Henry to Sir Thomas Mardres who used them, as 
shown here, as the gates to his estate at Upper Hardes. In the late 
18th centrury they were sold to the local blacksmith, who 
unfortunately burnt them to extract the usable iron from them.

Hugh Price Hughes 
etttcl Methodism in Dover

" Alan Brooks
Introduction

The history of Methodism in Dover has 
been one of steady and faithful ministry, 

characterised more by honest endeavour than 
by spectacular tidal flows. In the course of its 
250 year history, one of its high points was 
undoubtedly the three year ministry of the 
young Hugh Price Hughes between 1869 and 
1872, for whom Dover was his first circuit of 
appointm ent and which provided the

practical grounding for his meteoric ministry.
Hugh Price Hughes is remembered as one 

of the towering figures of Victorian 
Methodism. He revolutionised the perspective 
of the traditional Methodism of the time. His 
theology was practical, thoroughly based on 
observations of society, social issues and 
political situations that he found firstly in 
Dover, then in  other places. He founded the 
'Forward Movement' in Methodism, a new



social gospel where the church would address 
both the contemporary social as well as 
spiritual needs of people. He founded and 
edited the Methodist Times, which carried his 
message, and he founded the West London 
Mission in  1886 which was its practical 
expression, pioneering an innovative 
programme of social work which continued

Hugh Price Hughes

later under Donald (Lord) Soper. Hughes 
became President of the Methodist 
Conference in 1898-9, and was President of 
the Free Church Council before his untim ely 
death in  1902.

This year has seen the publication of an 
excellent and well researched biography of 
Hughes by an American, Christopher 
Oldstone-Moore (1) which covers his Dover 
m inistry  in  some detail. The following 
account is inspired by this book.
Methodism In Dover
John Wesley first preached in  Dover in  
January 1756, 'to a very serious but small 
congregation' as he records in his Journal. He

continues 'We afterwards walked up to the 
castle, on the top of a mountain. It is an 
amazingly fine situation...'. Methodists first 
met in  rooms, but as they grew in strength 
they built a chapel in Elizabeth Square in 
1790, which Wesley visited at the grand age of 
87 (3). This was sold in 1834 and replaced by 
a new chapel in Snargate St adjacent to the 
Grand Shaft which opened in that same year. 
This was one of the two chapels that Hughes 
preached in: a commemorative pam phlet 
from there from 1934 described Hughes as the 
'second Wesley', such was the depth of feeling 
for him. The other chapel in which he served 
was the 1839 Wesleyan Chapel in  Buckland, 
on the west side of London Rd (in Buckland 
Tferrace) and which happily remains today, 
still with its splendid galleried interior, 
though not now in  Methodist use. This 
building superseded another which dated 
from 1810 and which was opposite on the east 
side of London Rd.

Hughes was said to have revived a flagging 
congregation. Although true, he was helped 
by the general religious revival of the 40 year 
period up to the First World War during which 
time both Wesleyan and Primitive Methodist 
congregations grew. The Dover News reported 
the Primitives at a low ebb even in 1872, but 
under Rev Thomas Russell they turned the 
corner and added to their Peter St chapel by 
building a new on in Round Tbwer St in  1874, 
succeeded by Belgrave Rd in  1882. The 
culm ination of their prosperity saw the 
impressive London Road premises opened at 
the end of 1901, replacing Peter St. It was here 
that Wesleyan and Primitive congregations 
united in  1938, and this is the sole remaining 
Methodist church in the town today. For the 
Wesleyans, their growth had seen the opening 
in 1910 of Wesley Hall nearer the centre of 
town, again a building that still remains 
(though not the original).
Hughes' Ministry in Dover 
Hugh Price Hughes was stationed in Dover in 
1869 as assistant minister and lived at 1 
Buckland Tferrace next to Buckland Chapel in 
a house that is no longer there. This, in  the 
words of his daughter (2), was 'in  the centre of 
the poor quarter of the town'. From his study 
window 'the dwellings of the working classes 
formed.... a vista to the eye'.

Hughes, aged 22, pale and bespectacled



3 0  and just out of college, made his m ark in his 
first service. He audaciously declared that his 
m ain purpose was to convert the whole town, 
no less. In the prayer meeting after his 
sermon, 18 people came forward to dedicate 
themselves to Christ. My copy of his 
daughter's biography belonged to W.D Atkins, 
later a church stalwart, and he writes in the 
margin 'I was present- I can well remember 
it!'. This in a town where another remarked T 
had been dissatisfied for many years at the 
lack of manifestation of Divine power in our 
services'.

The local YMCA provided an unexpected 
vehicle for Hughes to promote his views on 
social as well as religious issues. Founded in 
1856, the Dover branch was flourishing by the 
1870s. The Bible Class on Sunday afternoons 
was led by the Mayor no less, Edward Knocker. 
In fact Hughes, who became one of the vice 
presidents, was keen to expand the 
educational functions of the organisation and 
move the emphasis away from prayer 
meetings, and he complained that local town 
councillors did not attend as they did in Leeds 
(Dover News 4.3.71).

Through their mid-week meetings, the 
YMCA provided a regular platform for lively 
public debates on important issues. Hughes 
used these as a m edium for delivering 
addresses and taking part in debates, and his 
abilities combined with the fact that both 
major local newspapers, the Dover Express and 
the Dover News, were liberal journals which 
both reported the debates fully and generally 
concurred with his views, m eant that his 
influence spread well beyond his local 
congregations.

At a YMCA debate in  January  1870, 
Hughes delivered a lecture in the Union Hall 
on "Ibtal Abstinence and its Social, Medical 
and Religious Aspects', which the Express 
described as 'a masterly exposition'. He had 
become a total abstainer in  Dover when he 
witnessed the disastrous effect of excessive 
drink on local communities (there were at the 
time around 220 pubs in Dover) and he 
developed and projected the practical case for 
temperance. The Temperance Movement was 
in its infancy in  Dover: Hughes propelled it 
forward by several addresses from the public 
platform (even returning to Dover in 1873 to 
repeat it) and by helping (with W.D Atkins) to

found the local Band of Hope which 
instructed children in temperance, but also 
provided other educational and recreational 
opportunities. Atkins says that at the YMCA 
meetings in the Wellington Hall the local 
publicans would occupy the front rows of 
chairs with their solicitor, Mr Mowll. This was 
at the time that the 'Permissive Bill' was being 
re-introduced to Parliament, which would give 
Boroughs and parishes the right to prohibit 
the retail trade of alcohol within their areas. 
Hughes thrived on the controversy and earned 
a reputation by sharp debate and witty retorts 
at hecklers. In the Wellington Hall in 
February 1972 (Dover News 16.2.72) Hughes 
complained at how much money was being 
spent on drink, and that everyone knew that 
the public house bill must be paid, whether 
the butcher and baker were paid or not ; an 
indignant voice at the back cried 'No, no!'. 
Hughes said he much regretted it and hoped 
the gentlem an's customers would pay 
forthwith.

Reading the local newspapers of the time, 
one cannot help but be struck by the 
inordinate am ount of space devoted to 
another controversial and more lurid issue 
that Hughes threw himself into, namely the 
debate about the Contagious Diseases Act 
(CDA). As a garrison town containing several 
thousand troops, Dover was especially 
affected. The first of the CD Acts was passed in 
1866, the second in 1869. These established 
m andatory medical exam ination of 
prostitutes in places like Dover to prevent the 
spread of venereal disease among the troops.

The first problem was that the Acts had 
been passed in an air of secrecy. This issue 
was raised by Alderman Rees in January 1870 
who complained that the Tbwn Council had 
never been consulted. The cause was taken up 
by both liberal newspapers who exposed 
serious problems in the execution of the Acts. 
An examination of a woman at a house in 
Seven Star Street caused the gathering of 500 
people in the street. The wider issue was that, 
as an editorial in  the News explained 
(29.1.70), in towns like Dover the Acts placed 
all women under police surveillance: the onus 
was on the woman to prove she wasn't of the 
'prostitute class'. It was this victimisation of 
women that caused Florence Nightingale to 
lead national protests, and for Josephine



Butler to come to Dover to speak at the Union 
Hall in March 1870. Debate raged between 
those defending the rights of women and 
those who thought the Acts prevented the 
spread of disease. This included the Mayor 
who was of the opinion that 'with the 
exception of Manchester, Dover was the 
foulest town of any from which statistics had 
been obtained' (Express, 28.1.70).

The liberal clergy arraigned themselves 
on public platforms with others, and a strong 
local movement grew in favour of the repeal 
of the Acts. Among them  were Hughes' 
Superintendent, Dr Knowles, Rev Dobson, and 
Hugh Price Hughes. Hughes spoke at a public 
meeting at the Wellington Hall in May 1870 
and 'addressed the meeting in a racy, forcible 
and highly talented speech' (Express, 28.5.70). 
Hughes analysed the defects of the Acts in 
detail. He went so far as to describe the Acts as 
unconstitutional, setting the military over 
civil power: and said that those engaged in 
enforcing them  were nothing short of 
Government 'spies'. Morally, they were 
defective in  giving official recognition to 
prostitution, and they penalised 'the betrayed' 
(women) while allowing the betrayer (men) 
to escape. Prostitutes, he insisted, weren't 
'sewers to be treated' but were equally 
children of the Father just as well as anyone 
else. Hughes' eloquence crystallised moral 
outrage against the Acts and made the local 
anti-CDA movement a force to be reckoned 
with.

One reason for Hughes' success was the 
support he received from his Superintendent, 
the Rev Dr John Knowles, an able and 
experienced m inister in his final stationing 
before retirement, and a prom inent and very 
active local Alderman, Rowland Rees JP, a 
surveyor by profession and also a staunch 
Methodist who later became Mayor in  1883. 
Other allies on the public platform included 
Rev S. Dobson of the Zion Congregationalist 
Chapel, Queen St, who exhibited a similar 
sharpness of wit to Hughes.

The final and most extraordinary series of 
events to refer to were ones which put Dover, 
and Hughes, on to the pages of the national 
press.

The YMCA had a reading room stocked 
with edifying and educational material. Its 
contents were under the scrutiny of the

Management Committee, who on 6th March 
1871 voted to ban Punch from its shelves. The 
motion was led by the Mayor, who believed 
Punch 'to be a publication contemptuous of 
religious influences, if not absolutely hostile 
to them ' (Express, 10.3.71). Hughes spoke 
against, and later made an impressive case 
explaining the use of God's gifts of humour 
and satire. Almost overnight the issue hit the 
streets of the nation. Punch of course reported 
the vote, but so did The Daily News, Echo, 
Daily Telegraph, even Figaro. The Ttelegraph 
applauded Hughes as 'true to the good old 
cause of common sense'. Punch ridiculed the 
decision and suggested that Dover 'must be a 
place of Dolts' and that special efforts should 
be made in the journal to explain its contents 
in simple language to educate the Dover Dolt. 
The YMCA Committee was taken aback by 
their sudden elevation to fame, and the 
unfortunate Mayor 'did not care for the abuse 
which had been heaped upon him  throughout 
England'. Another meeting was soon held and 
the vote reversed.

Hughes moved from Dover to his next 
Circuit in August 1872 a much loved and 
respected Minister. Dover had taught him  a 
lot. He hadn't converted the town- 100 extra 
members added to the Circuit roll was the 
figure quoted at his packed farewell service- 
but he had set an inspiring example of 
evangelical fervour and moral leadership. 
New practical ventures had been started: the 
Wesleyan Band of Hope and the Dover 
Working Men's Coffee and Recreation Rooms, 
set up in 1872, a precursor of similar projects 
later established for the West London Mission.

When Hughes died prematurely at the age 
of 55 thirty years later in 1902, memorial 
services were held at Buckland and Snargate 
St and were both packed with those who 
recognised his greatness and the fact that 
Dover had been his testing-ground. 
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Tlac Schools of Dover
S S  G  H a l e

WHILE CANTERBURY has the King's School, 
founded in the eighth century and Folkestone 
has the Harvey Grammar School, founded in 
1674, Dover has no school of similar antiquity.

However, Dover did have schools as early as 
the seventh century but they were hidden inside 
other institutions. The Dover Priory had a choir 
master responsible for teaching six local boys 
how to sing, read and write. There was also a 
monk responsible for teaching six probationers. 
There was an excellent library of some 500 
books which were, unusually, both classified and 
catalogued by John of Whitfield. The majority 
of the books were religious in content, but there 
were romans and books on mathematics, 
philosophy and other secular subjects. 
Remnants of this library can be found in some 
of Britain's famous libraries today.

So at least a dozen local boys were being 
educated, which is comparable with the number 
of boys educated in TUdor grammar schools. 
Although there is no record, I suspect that the 22 
secular canons of St. Martin le Grande 
performed a similar function as educationalists 
or teachers in the seventh century.

Mediaeval papal directives required parish 
priests to educate the children of the parish and 
post-reformation churches continued the 
tradition but we have no record of the extent of 
this in Dover.

The first public education, as far as I can 
determine, was offered in an upstairs room of 
the Old Court Hall in 1616 for six poor children. 
The teacher, Robert Udney, a local curate, was 
paid £8 a year. It did not last long, as the 
Reverend Udney sublet the room when he was 
offered the living of Hawkinge. The Dover 
burghers were aghast at this perfidy and 
threatened legal action unless the room was 
returned to them. The school continued for 
another four years when the hall was sold.

The next school, opened by Henry Furnesse 
M.P. in 1721, was free for the sons of freemen. It 
was located in the Market Square area, probably 
in Queen Street. In 1736 the other M.P. for Dover, 
John Trevanion, not to be outdone, financed a 
free school for 50 boys in the Pier District, where 
most people lived.

By 1789 these schools were too small and a 
Dover Charity School for 400 children was built 
in Queen Street. This school became a National 
School, and therefore a Church of England 
School, in 1870, and is now St. Mary's.

Dover's population grew from 1432 in 1080 to 
7084 in 1801, then, in only 50 years, to 20,929 by 
1851. In 1833 government grants were made 
available for voluntary education. Elementary 
education for 7 to 14 year-olds did not become 
compulsory until 1870.

The churches, once more, began to show an 
interest in education. There was a boys' "Ragged 
School" in Ladywell from 1850-1870, a non 
sectarian institution. In 1833 the densely 
populated Pier District had neither churches nor 
schools. Here the Non-Conformist, Baptist and 
Methodist were the first to establish schools. The 
Dover British School for 500 pupils at Finnis Hall, 
built in 1833 and financed by the Finnis family, 
lasted until 1884, when it was sold having become 
redundant. St. Mary's opened a sister church, 
Holy Trinity, on Strond Street in 1835 and a 
school on the adjoining site in 1846. This school 
moved to a new site in 1847, to create room for 
railway lines and finally closed in 1935.

The first school in the village of Buckland was 
built by Wesleyan Methodists in 1839 but it 
closed in 1842 when the new Church of England 
Parish School opened. This was rebuilt in 1858 
and survived as a school until 1955.

Charlton's first school was built in the 
churchyard in 1841 and in 1875 expanded to the 
Boy's Granville Street School and an infants and 
girls school in Barton Road.

Christ Church, built in 1844 to accommodate 
sectarian differences, started its first school in 
1847 and then in 1865 the boys' school on 
Military Hill, which closed in 1947. Also in 1865 
it opened an infants' school in Belgrave Road. 
That building is still in existence and is now a 
community centre. St. James's Church opened its 
school in 1848 and then a new church was built 
in 1860, both church and school being destroyed 
by enemy action during World War II, but 
neither closed officially until 1947.

So the needs of most of Dover's children were 
being met by the church schools, but for non



believers there was a boy's "Ragged School" in 
Ladywell from 1850 to 1870 and a similar school 
for girls was located to the south of the Market 
Square. These schools were free, whereas the 
church schools charged about a penny a week.

The growing town needed new houses and 
when many were built, from 1850 onwards, on 
the Tower Hamlets brick works and farms, 
missions were built in the area. St. 
Bartholomew's provided a boys school in Widred 
Road and a girls' school in Tbwer Street, which 
later became an extension for the Astor 
Secondary Modem School in 1945.

The first train from Folkestone arrived in 
Dover on 7 February 1844 and the first from 
Tfemple Ewell on 22 July 1861. Stations and 
marshalling yards were needed as close to the 
harbour as possible and as the people in these 
areas moved out to the Winchelsea and 
Clarendon estates from 1860 onwards, the 
schools were provided by Christ Church.

Other schools built at this time were Tfemple 
Ewell, 1871, and St, Paul's RC School, 1872. The 
latter was continually enlarged until it closed in 
1967, its pupils transferring to St. Richard's 
Primary and St. Edmund's Secondary Schools.

After the 1870 Education Act a Schools 
Managers' Association was formed in Dover, its 
members satisfied that private schools provided 
adequate secondary education. There were some
20 private schools at the time, but of these, only 
Dover College, founded in 1871, survives. The 
others, it seems, could not compete with state 
schools such as the Dover Grammar schools, 
founded in 1905 in the basement of the technical 
school built in 1884.

A successful private Girls' High school 
existed in Maison Dieu Road from 1888 until 
1910, when it was taken over by the Girls' 
Grammar School, when it separated from the 
boys' school. The boys' Grammar School 
remained in the technical school basement, 
moved to Frith Road in 1916 and eventually to its 
present building in 1931, with the girls taking 
over the vacated Frith Road site. The former 
Girls' High School became the Art School.

The Dover Church of England Company built 
the Barton Road schools in 1902. Then St. 
Martin's School in Elms Vale opened to cater for 
the growing population in Maxton and Elms 
Vale. In 1912, a new player on the scene, the 
Dover Corporation, opened the Pier infants' 
school.

The next civic venture was the building of 3 3  
Astor School, in 1923, first an infants' school, 
then a girls' school and, later, in 1948, a 
secondary school, which grew and grew along 
the road, up the hill, taking in farms and 
allotments, jumping the road, gobbling up a 
brewer's playing fields and more allotments 
with a voracious appetite.

Robert Chignell had opened his private 
school at Westmount in 1870. Then, in 1874, he 
built a new red brick Gothic pile just below the 
castle, Castlemount. In pre-war years 
Castlemount was a seminary. In 1945 the 
buildings were taken over by the KCC and 
became Castlemount Secondary Modem School, 
which closed in 1991, victim of a declining 
birthrate and a population move from town 
centre to suburbia.

Archers Court Secondary School, built in 1956, 
took children from the Powell School (1949) and 
Melbourne Primary (1954). Whitfield, enlarged 
in the 1950s with more council development, 
had its own primary school in 1967, also a feeder 
school for Archers Court.

The girls' school in Park Avenue, opened by 
the Ursuline nuns in 1962, became St. Richard's 
RC Primary School, when the girls moved to St. 
Edmund's.

The Christ Church schools closed as a result 
of the reorganisation after the 1944 Education 
Act and Christ Church itself was eventually 
demolished. Later, in 1976 Vale View opened to 
fill the gap.

Post war planning advocated the closure of 16 
schools altogether, assuming that as the new 
secondary schools opened they would absorb the 
children from the elementary schools over 11 
years of age, leaving schools half empty. 
Population moves and slum clearance would 
have closed some of the schools anyway and 
wartime devastation, damaging many schools 
and churches, had completed what the council 
had started.

Schools were, and are, people. Buildings come 
later. Both reflect the society in which they exist. 
School buildings in old Dover acknowledged this 
fact. The Dover Charity School was a simple 
rectangular building, opening straight out on to 
the street, but it had enough Georgian features to 
justify a second glance. All the schools 
constructed between 1833 and 1870 reflected 
their patronage and were built in Victorian 
Gothic, in materials which were inexpensive and



3 4  did not weather well. They looked like churches, 
only the asphalt surround of the playgrounds 
revealing their function. Survivors of this era are 
St. Bartholomew's Girls' school in Tbwer Street, 
St. Paul's and Christ Church Infants' School. 
Modern embellishments have added nothing, 
but the structures are sound.

Post-1870 school construction moved away 
from the Gothic. Architectural embellishments 
created interest, ornamental gates were 
attractive, construction solid, and schools were 
recognisable as buildings for children. 
Interesting survivors are St. Martin's, Astor 
Primary and the two grammar schools. A Gothic 
survivor, River School, has recently added 
another wing. The Gothic motive is continued 
and the new red brick harmonises with the 
original. Time will complete the joining of old 
and new. and is a worthy example of taste 
combined with functionalism.

Local schools were originally built of local 
materials, brick and flint, and, even though 
unique in structure, schools like Dover Technical 
College, Dover Art School and the new parts of 
Dover College harmonised with the surrounding 
neighbourhood.

Post-1944 schools reflected a radical change 
in philosophy. It seemed that the focus had 
moved from the original purpose of schools, 
which was to promote learning, to a new 
function, of educating workers for the future. 
Many new schools were merely concrete blocks, 
interchangeable with factories, barracks or 
prisons, where the occupants were to stay until 
they had been trained for the job market and 
where they were governed by certificates, School 
Certificate, GCE and then GCSE. Do the new 
"concrete" schools betray their alien influence?

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Dover Grammar School for Boys . Fifty Years On 
1931-1981.
Dover Grammar School for Boys c 1982 
Bavington Jones, John, Annals of Dover 2nd 
Edition. 1938.
Haines, Charles Reginald, Dover Priory. 
Cambridge U.P. 1930
Lawson, John and Harold Silver. A Social History 
of Education in England. Methuen 1973 
MacKenzie, Robert A. Dover Catholic Faith. RC 
Parish of St. Paul 1988.
Rookwood, O.M. Buckland in Dover 1852-1952. 
Buckland Press 1952.

.by M erril Lilley

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF A DOVORIAN 
The story of Lillian Kay

Researched and compiled by Derek Leach
W hen L illian  Kay re tired  as H ead
mistress of Dover G ram m ar School for 
Girls in  1977, she gave a speech at the 
Old Girls' d inner about the h istory of "a 
very lucky person". Some of the  
m em bers p resen t asked Lillian to repeat 
h e r ta lk  an d  so began  h e r  regu lar 
addresses to local societies about the 
m em ories of h e r childhood and career.

Now all these m em ories have been 
collected together in  a book due to 
appear in  November 1999. Derek Leach 
has recorded them  and presented them  
in  a chronological history of her life. It 
is all there, supported by m any personal 
photographs and  photographs of old 
Dover. Many of us have heard  part of it if 
we have attended one of Lillian's talks 
bu t now the whole story is told; the vivid 
descriptions of her childhood in  the Pier 
D istrict of Dover, h e r  extended and  
com plicated  fam ily  background, h e r 
early recollections of the First World 
War; her school days, college years and 
subsequent teaching career. Dovorians 
will read it for the nostalgic descriptions 
of old Dover. Old pupils of the G ram m ar 
School w ill w ant to relive th e ir  
m em ories of schooldays. Anyone who 
knows Lillian, or has heard  one of her 
talks will w ant to own this book.

Copies cost £10.00 and  are available 
from  some local bookshops, including 
W.H. Smiths, from  Dover Museum and 
Dover Library or direct from  Derek 
Leach, 24 Riverdale, River, Dover CT17 
OQX (01304 823926). Postage and
packing in  the UK costs £1.50. Cheques 
should be m ade payable to D.A.Leach.

D erek is p repared  to deliver to 
Society m em bers w ith in  Dover free of 
charge or purchasers m ay collect from  
h im  by arrangem ent.



Letters to the Editor
Letter written to our Secretary. T.en Wright

Thank you for your reply a while ago to attend 
our annual lecture, being given by David Rees- 
Jones of the Civic Trust in January. I understand 
your comment about the distance from Dover to 
Rye, especially on a winter's evening. I fear I may 
have included you because the Dover Society's 
name in the Civic Trust list intrigued me.

I was brought up in Dover and, by a 
remarkable piece of serendipity, the August 1999 
Newsletter, which you kindly enclosed with your 
reply, included the names of two people I met I 
also played the 'cello at that time and Frank 
Fuller invited me to join the Minerva Orchestra 
when my mother took me to the Coronation 
concert mentioned in the article. Unfortunately I  
had already joined the Dover Orchestra and was 
under pressure from school not to take on any 
more outside activities or risk my exams. At 
Dover Orchestra I met the other person 
mentioned, Fred Seeley.

There were no other of my contemporaries 
playing in the Town's orchestras, as I recall, but 
many sang in the Dover Choir. Perhaps sometime 
you will publish an article about its history.

I would certainly be pleased to know.
Very good wishes, Paul Tweddell

P.S. Copying your address also brought back 
memories of the time when I was the organist at 
Temple Ewell before I went to college between 
1955 and 1957.1 persuaded some friends to form 
a choir and we managed to sing an anthem each 
high-day. I can remember three of the sopranos — 
Pat Marsh (she went on to work at the long-gone 
local NUM office in the town), Beryl Taylor who 
married Douglas Blake (he was a bass and they 
moved to the NW to join the new motor industry 
at the time near Liverpool) and Douglas's sister 
(who worked in the library and took my overdue 
books back!) I think the last may still be living in 
Temple Ewell.

I  was playing at morning service when the 
vicar (Canon - but can't remember his name) fell 
down the pulpit steps, was taken home and sadly 
passed away the following Sunday. Rev. Magson 
was the curate and a fine preacher, and the 
church warden was another impressive man who 
had retired from the primary school quite a few 
years earlier ( I can't remember his name either). 
He had pruned an apple tree in his garden on the 
old A2, fallen down and was hors de combat for 
many weeks of singing the responses at church.

The Dover Counselling Centre 
PRESS RELEASE

Dear Editor,
We are pleased and very proud to announce that the 
Dover Counselling Centre has been selected by the 
British Association for Counselling to provide 
4Continuing Professional Development Training' to 
counsellors in the BAC's first ever pilot scheme, to 
ensure that counsellors regularly review their 
practice.
Continuing Professional Development Dans BAC is 
evaluating this programme for the purposes of its 
CPD Scheme.
Ref: CPD Delegates must be trained to Diploma 
level. A four day programme including lunch and 
refreshments.
Workshops for Counsellors run on various 
Saturdays throughout the year in Dover.
Ref CPD/WFC Cost: £70 per day including lunch 
and refreshments.
Experiential Residential Weekends A tranquil venue 
includes a two day workshop, bed and all meals. 
Ref: CPD/ERW
Experiential Groups Weds 6.30-9.00pm at Dover 
Counselling Centre, 12 week closed group. Ref: 
CPD/EG. Cost: £120 for 12 weeks.
Supervision for individuals and groups variable. 
Ref: CPD /SI or SG.
Personal Development in the form of Therapu by 
experienced counsellors with Dover Counselling 
Centre. Ref: CPD/PDT.
Please ring 01304 204123 for further information 
and availability of spaces on courses.

All usual thanks, yours sincerely, 
Mrs S. Janet Johnston MBE 

General Manager

Tvvo letters from David Atwood 
Apology
Dear Editor
In the August Newsletter in my report on the St. 
George's Day Parade, there is an error in the second 
paragraph, in that the arrangements for the parade 
were made by Dover Town Council and not Dover 
District Council.

In view of the fact that James Summerfield, the 
Deputy Town Clerk, gave me all the details as 
regards the arrangements and guest list, etc. I feel 
that there should be an amendment in the next 
Newsletter.

I hope you are of the same opinion, because he 
went out of his way to give me all the information.

Kind regards, David Atwood
NOTE FROM EDITOR: Sincere apologies to David Atwood 
and James Summerfield for the error in Newsletter 35.



The Unknown Warrior
23rd October, 1999

Dear Editor,
When I learnt in 1995 that the DHB were creating 
a new cruise liner terminal on Admiralty Pier, I 
approached Budge Adams with the idea that now 
was the time to erect, in the vicinity of the old 
Marine Station, a plaque to commemorate the 
arrival, on the 10th November 1920, of the 
"Unknown Warrior

Budge asked me to write to him on this matter 
so that the suggestion could be put before the 
committee. In the course of my letter I wrote: "My 
father who worked for the DHB at the time 
witnessed this historic event, from time to time he 
spoke to me about it and, even after 50 years, found 
it difficult to recall the solemnity of the occasion 
without becoming emotionally upset".

Last week I happened to come across various 
papers that my father had accumulated during the 
latter part of his life. He died in 1970. Among these 
was something he had written in November 1956, 
which, in many ways, explains the reason why the 
homecoming of the "Unknown Warrior" made such 
an impact on his.

Enclosed is a reprint of what he wrote.
Yours sincerely, David Atwood

THE ARRIVAL OF THE UNKNOWN WARRIOR 
Samuel F. Atwood. 29th November,1956.
It was the occasion of the homecoming of the body 
of the "Unknown Warrior" when passing through 
the Port of Dover on the journey from the battle
field of France for burial in Westminster Abbey.

As an employee of the Dover Harbour Board, 
with some colleagues I was enabled to witness the

ceremony from the cabin of one of the dockside 
cranes.

As the destroyer, HMS Verdun, bearing the 
body, approached the quay side we saw the coffin, 
draped with the Union Jack, on the after part of 
the ship. Below us on the quay side were 
representatives of Royalty, the Services, the 
Church and civic and other dignitaries. Awaiting 
on the quay was a guard of honour and the Band 
of the Royal Fusilers, under Bandmaster Bradley.

The vessel safely moored, the pall bearers 
proceeded to bring the coffin ashore. As they 
approached the gangway the band prepared to 
play, the Bandmaster's baton poised in the air.

What music did we expect? Undoubtedly a 
funeral march, possibly Chopin's. But no, as the 
pall bearers descended the gangway it was to the 
stirring music of Elgar's "Land of Hope and 
Glory".

Triumphantly, the body of the "Unknown 
Warrior" was brought ashore to the strains of this 
martial music. It was a most moving moment, 
which brought tears to the eyes of all the 
onlookers and now, whenever I hear the music of 
“ Land of Hope and Glory", I recall this scene with 
great emotion.

Shortly afterwards I spoke to the bandmaster, 
expressing my appreciation of the music, he told 
me that Chopin's Funeral March had been 
suggested, but he thought something more martial 
was required. He informed his commanding 
officer accordingly and was told, "Go ahead, 
Bradley, play "Land of Hope and Glory" if you 
wish. I f everything goes off alright you take the 
credit, but if there is any adverse criticism, then 
say it was played under my orders".

N in ety Years Y oung
O n M onday, 15th November, a t St P aul's Social Club, M aison D ieu Road, a p a r ty  
was h e ld  to  ce leb ra te  th e  90th  b ir th d a y  o f Budge Adams. T he h a ll was crow ded 
w ith  Budge's ch ild ren , g ran d ch ild ren , g rea t-g ran d ch ild ren  a n d  frien d s a n d  
acq u a in tan ces  from  every decade o f h is  life  a n d  every facet o f h is  w ide-ranging  
in terests .

A fter th e  toasts Budge was in v ited  by  h is  two daughters, w ho h ad  o rgan ised  th e  
event, to  cu t h is  sp len d id  (a n d  delicious!) b ir th d a y  cake a n d  to m ake a speech. H e 
th a n k e d  everyone p resen t, say ing  th a t each  p erso n  h e  knew  was p a r t o f h is  life, 
w h ich  h e  co m p ared  to  a vast m osaic, w ith  every p erso n  a stone in  th e  in tr ic a te  
p a tte rn . H e was deligh ted  th a t so m a n y  friends su rro u n d ed  h im  o n  th is  specia l 
occasion. We, in  tu rn , felt p riv ileged  to share  it w ith  h im .

v  M erril L illey  >



Memories of 
Old Dover
M any o f  o u r  m e m b e rs  have 
co n trib u ted  artic les  for th e  N ew sletter 
in  th e  la s t e igh t years ab o u t th e ir  
m em o ries  o f Dover. All these  m ay  be 
co llected  to g e th er in  2000 in  a book, 
w h ich  w ould explore various them es: 
ea rly  ch ildhood  m em ories, reco llec t
io n s o f th e  F irst W orld War, th e  years 
betw een  th e  wars, th e  Second W orld 
War, th e  c losing  o f th e  M arine  S tation, 
an d  so on. If you have a lready  w ritte n  
on  an y  o f these  subjects y o u r a rtic le  
w ould be  inc luded .

If an y  m em bers  w ish  to subm it 
fu rth e r  m em o ries  to add to  those  we 
already  have, p lease  send  th e m  to th e  
Editor.

BLAKES
52 CASTLE STREET 

DOVER 
01304 202194 

Ale, Wine & Fine Eating House
Daily Chef Specials 
and full a la Carte 

Fish Specialities always available 
Real Ale Selection 
52 Malt Whiskys

BLAKES
of DOVER

"Caterers to Ladies and 
Gentlemen, their Sons 
and Daughters"

Peacelight Lantern Procession and the DOVER f§l
2nd Millennium Clock New Year’s Eve 1999, 6-8pm d is t r ic t  c o u n c il  W  

In  the early  evening of New Year's Eve hundreds of hand-m ade lan tern s are lit from  the 
Bethlehem  Peace Light following a short service of reflection in  the grounds of Dover 
College. This procession of com mun-ity, drawn together by the light of th e ir  lan tern s and  

the infectious rhythm s of the Busker Du streetband, m ake th e ir  way to 
Dover seafront, where a large sculptural bonfire of the Clock of the 

2nd M illennium  stands creaking through the final m ovem ents of 
its an c ie n t workings... The w eight o f cen tu ries  of h u m a n  
experience drives the clock into its final celebratory m om ents in  

fff a blaze of sound, projections, pyrotechnic effects and  fire!

^  Carnival of the Planets and the
3rd Millennium Clock New Year’s Day 2000, 6-8pm

On New Year's Day the Carnival of the P lanets forms up in  the grounds 
of Dover College. Ifen sections, each representing  one of the p lanets of the solar system 
led by the Sun, will com bine illum inated  sculptural costumes m usic and  dance, creating 
a v ibran t and  joyous procession to the seafront in  Dover...

On the beach the Clock of the 3rd M illennium  has risen  out of the ashes of the old 
clock and  stands poised to start. Inspired  by the heavens th is large m echanical sculpture 
is gently brought to life by the arrival of the Carnival of the Planets, u n til it reveals its 
full m ajesty in  a spectacle of sound, lights and  pyrotechnic effects.

The event will be followed by a firework display at 8pm  from  Dover Castle by Frontier 
Fireworks. (Best viewed from  Dover seafront).



VALUATIONS FOR INSURANCE, 
PROBATE AND LOSS ESTIMATES 
COMPILED BY OUR EXPERT STAFF

HIGH QUALITY REPAIRS 
UNDERTAKEN ON JEWELLERY, 
CLOCKS, WATCHES & SILVERWARE 
BY OUR OWN CRAFTSMEN

ENGRAVING ... PEARL THREADING 
RE-PLATING OF SILVERWARE,
IN FACT EVERY FACET OF THE 
TRADE CATERED FOR

PURCHASERS OF SECOND-HAND 
JEWELLERY, WATCHES, CLOCKS 

AND SILVERWARE 
TOP PRICES PAID

of the SoxV

ROLEX WATCHES PURCHASED FOR CASH

SPARKLING SERVICE AND PROFESSIONAL ADVICE ARE THE 
HALLMARKS OF OUR REPUTATION!

DOVER (01304) 203326
53 BIGGIN ST., DOVER

DEAL (01304) 361108
60 HIGH ST., DEAL

HYTHE (01303) 266429
85 HIGH ST., HYTHE

FOLKESTONE (01303) 257950 CANTERBURY (01227) 769842
94 SANDGATE RD., FOLKESTONE 27 ST. MARGARET’S ST., C’BURY

Jim & Jean Davies

COASTAL AWARDS
Glass/Crystal Engraved on the Premises 
TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 

13 London Road, Dover 
Phone: 01304 210586

PHONE: DOVER (01304) 202020
KENT PHOTOS

(SPECTRUM)

CAMERAS - Photographic and 
COMPUTER Stockists

4 KING STREET, DOVER, KENT, CT16 1NW



Britannia 
Coaches

53 CASTLE STREET 
DOVER

Tel:
01304 228111

Fax:
01304 215350

8 - 1 6  seat 
Luxury Minicoaches

Wheelchair-accessible 
Vehicles available

Mowll & Mowll
SOLICITORS

Established 125 years

ALL LEGAL SERVICES AVAILABLE

34 & 36 Castle Street Dover Kent CT16 1PN 
Telephone - 01304 240250 

Fax - 01304 240040 
E-mail - Enquiries@Mowll.co.uk

G e o r g e  L o c k

Tailors • Uniforms • School Outfitters

60 & 61 Biggin Street 
Dover, Kent CT16 1DD

Telephone: (01304) 206337

ROBIN QUARRELL FBCO FAAO
O P T O M E T R I S T

PERSONAL-EYE-CARE 
THURSDAY-EVENINGS

BY APPOINTMENT: 01304 821182

“caring for your eyes”
AT THE ABBEY PRACTICE - TEMPLE EWELL

ST A R

228822★ 201010 
PRIVATE HIRE

321 LONDON ROAD, DOVER * 60 CASTLE STREET, DOVER

mailto:Enquiries@Mowll.co.uk


Situated at the United Kingdom’s closest point to Continental 
Europe, the Port of Dover is a vital link for tourism and trade.

Over 21 million passengers, three-and-a-half million cars and 

165,000 coaches pass through the port on its ferry services to 

Calais in 1997. Added to that, over 1.6 million freight vehicles 
used the port's freight services to Calais and Zeebrugge 

carrying about 40 per cent of the UK’s non-fuel trade with 

mainland Europe.

But the port’s record year did not end there. Dover became 

Northern Europe’s busiest cruise port for turmound calls 
handling 128 visits involving more than 140,000 passengers. 
Its marina enjoyed record numbers of visitors and its cargo 

terminal consolidation in the fresh fruit and vegetable markets.

Dover - a leading light in the European ports and shipping 

industry.

DOVER HARBOUR BOARD • HARBOUR H O U SE • DOVER • KENT CT17 9BU  
TELEPHONE 01304 240400 • FAX 01304 240465 * W EBSITE www.doverport.co.uk

http://www.doverport.co.uk


ELHAM 
ANTIQUES

Pine, Oak and Mahogany 
Furniture.
Silver, Glass, Kitchenalia, 
Linens, etc., etc. 
from £2 -  £2000

HIGH STREET, ELHAM 
Near CANTERBURY, Kent

Opening Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 
9.30 -  4.30 
Sunday 12 -4 .30

'WAREHOUSE
ARCHITECTURAL 

ANTIQUES

BATHS
BRACKETS
SINKS
FIREPLACES ETC

OLD METAL 
TOYS &  MODELS

29-30 Queens Gardens, Worthington Street 
Dover, Kent CT17 9AH. Tel: 01304 242006

Open: Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays 
9.00am - 4.30pm

^ i n e Z m s t

26 Castle Street, Dover, Kent CT161PW
01304 206360

SPECIALISTS in the 
CONSERVATION and RESTORATION 
of FINE ART, PRINTS, DRAWINGS and 

WATERCOLOURS for MUSEUMS, 
GALLERIES, TRADE and 

PRIVATE CLIENTS

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE 
TRADITIONAL ENGLISH HANDMADE 

FRAMES TO ORDER 
HAND DECORATED MOUNTS

Proprietor: Deborah Colam

,,,C C  Taylor a .r . i .c .s  ^

Chartered Surveyor

□ Planning & Design Service 

□  Extensions & Conversions 

□ New Buildings 

□  Refurbishment 

□  Structural Surveys 

Please call:
(01304)822217
91 Lewisham Road,
River, Dover,
Kent CT17 0PA



ANTIQUES WANTED

FO R D H A M ’S
3a Victoria Road, Deal, Kent CT14 7AS

Established antique dealers and valuers 
wish to purchase 

antique furniture, silver, objets d’art. 

In strictest confidence 

Tel: 0 1 3 0 4  3 7 3 5 9 9

for you.
DOVER’S 

BODY TONING
and

BEAUTY SALON

2a New Street 
Dover 

Tel: 211728
(Above Hinds, Jewellers)

Fit for business

5 St James’s Street, DOVER CT16 1QD 
Tel 01304 201994 Fax 01304 240117 

E-mail: Spain_Brothers_Dover @ CompuServe .com

S  SPAIN BROTHERS
the chartered accountants with connections

Count us in your plans for growth, 
reorganisation, mergers, acquisitions, 

financing and tax planning

You don’t have to change your accountants 
to talk to us

Authorised to carry on investment business by the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales



FIRST FOR BOOKS

With a superb selection of quality second-hand books at 
very reasonable prices
Excellent range of Military, History, Literary, Cinema, Sci-Fi, 
Esoteric, Maritime, Fiction, Children’s, etc.
Open all week: Monday-Saturday 9.30-5.00
Illustrations on commission (pen & ink)
(eg. your house can be drawn for a modest price!)

80 London Road, DOVER (01304) 225171

TROSLEY  
EQUIPMENT

P LA STIC VACUUM  
FORM ING

0 1 3 0 4  2 1 1 4 1 1

SUPPORTING THE DOVER SOCIETY
RIGDEN NEWS

NEWSAGENT
14 Worthington Street 

Dover CT17 9AD

TOBACCO & GROCERY

TELEPHONE (01304) 206095

lEngltalj lUataurant
(Fully Licensed)

Proprietors: Roger & Pauline Marples

Traditional & Game Dishes 
Evening Meals: Tuesdays - Saturdays

Vegetarian Dishes 
Over 100 different wines 

Single vineyard brandies & vintage port
Open at 18.30 with last orders at 21.30 
91 High Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1EB 

Telephone: 01304 206118



APPLICATION for MEMBERSHIP D a te ..../ ...... / .....

If Renewal, MEMBERSHIP No. please □ □ □  

HEW EH RENEWAL □  FULL D  JOINT □

NAME (Mr/Mrs/MissMs)............................................................................................................................................
Please tick as appropriate

ADDDRESS....................... ............................................................................................

2nd NAME if Joint Membership.................................................................

POSTCODE..............................  PHONE No..............................................

I/Wc agree to abide by the Constitution of the Dover Society.

Signed (1).....................................................  (2 ) ........................................................

(A copy of the Constitution may be read in the Reference Department of the Dover Public library.
It is based on the model constitution published by the Civic Trust)

MEMBERSHIP: Individually -  £6 annually. Joint Membership -  £10 annually.

Please make cheques payable to the Dover Society and forward the cheque or cash to the Membership 
Secretary; Mrs Sheila Cope, 53 Park Avenue, Dover CT16 1HD.

If m jM  jfetp »s in: our plmrnng tf  you would please complete this section.

I/We CO&ld sometimes give prtfeti&l help with the following, {please tick boxes)

Social 1-vent? |  □ W riting  R eports ■ 1

PROJECTS □ |1||§§ ■ Reviews l i n

O j s d ^ s W o w e 1  D Mncm n

Photography ■ OUtl St5rray Wow l # ; i : ■n
‘ Special Intbrksis: H l o

* P ^ b s s io n a l  : . Q

* Y-kmegm details an a separate sheet of paper

If you have changed your address since your last subscription payment please tick this 
box CH and please tick the next box if you are willing to assist, occasionally, with the 
distribution of the Newsletter. (ZD

STANDING PAGES/1 REVISED JULY 1995 Revis 2 Mem'sftp Appl



PROGRAMM E
Members and guests are welcome at all meetings except the Annual General 
Meeting which is for members only.

1999
DECEMBER 18 
Saturday 7.30

CHRISTMAS FEAST £17.50 
Dover College R efectory

2000
JANUARY 17 
M onday 7.30

FEBRUARY 
M onday 7.30

MARCH 13 
M onday 7.30

APRIL 17 
M onday 7.30

MAY 27 
Saturday

JUNE

JULY

JACK WOOLFORD 'THE FIRST MILLENNIUM'
BUDGE ADAMS A  SURPRISE'

WINE AND WISDOM £4.00 (A pp lica tion  fo rm  enclosed) 
W ith  Clive T&ylor

MIKE DIXON ‘THE YMCA'
LORRAINE SENSICLE 'DICKENS AND DOVER'

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
DONALD SYKES 'THE ZEEBRUGGE FILM'

TRIP TO LOSELEY PARK AND GARDENS 
In c lu d in g  v isit to  a craft fa ir

VISIT TO THE MARLOWE THEATRE, CANTERBURY 
M ore details in  A pril N ew sletter

AN EVENING AT RICHBOROUGH CASTLE, TALK AND 
TOUR
D etails in  n ex t N ew sletter

SEPTEMBER F ren ch  Trip
In c lu d in g  t ra in  jo u rn e y  to  A rques in  th e  Valley de L'Aa. 
M ore details la te r

OCTOBER 16 

NOVEMBER 20

M eeting

M eeting

ALL INDOOR MEETINGS ARE HELD AT ST. MARY'S PARISH CENTRE

PARKING AT STEMBROOK



chartered architect 
and art services

Flint House, 53 Church Hill, Shepherdswell, 
Nr Dover, Kent CT15 7NR 

Tel: 01304 830330

The Pines Garden & 
|iTg| 1 St Margaret’s Museum

Beach Road7St Margaret’s Bay 
Tel: 01304 852764

MUSEUM:
Open Easter and Bank 
Holidays, then end of 
May to early September 
2.00pm to 5.00pm. 
Closed Mondays & 
Tuesdays

GARDEN:
Open Daily and 
Weekends throughout 
the year.
10.00am to 5.00pm. 
Closed on Christmas 
Day

.DOVER
:OUNSELLING

:entre

CONFIDENTIAL 
COUNSELLING 

SERVICES 
0 1 3 0 4  2 0 4 1 2 3
for all enquiries

9 St James's Street 
Dover Kent CT16 1QD

Charity No 800988 Reg. Com. No. 2334448

Field’s Secretarial Services
18 Castle Street, Dover CT16 1PW Tel: 215761 /  213072

THE COPY SHOP THAT CARES
TYPING / WORD PROCESSING  

& DESK TOP PUBLISHING
W e are th e  s p e c ia lis ts  for: 

C V s  (all p ro fe s sio n s)
C o m p a n y  O v e r s p ill/ C o n fid e n t ia l  R e p o r ts  

M a n u s c r ip ts , T h e s e s  &  G e n e r a l T y p in g  
W e g u a r a n te e  c o n tin u it y  a n d  r e lia b ili t y  w i t h  a ll  

p r o je c ts  c o n fid e n t ia lly , s p e e d i ly  a n d  a c c u r a te ly  c o m p le te d .
R e g is te r e d  u n d er th e  D a t a  P r o te c tio n  A c t  -  y o u r  in fo r m a tio n  is  s a fe  in  o u r h a n d s.

P H O T O C O P Y I N G
C A N O N  L A S E R  C O L O U R

F O R  S U P E R B  C O P I E S  O F  P H O T O S ,  S L I D E S ,  P R I N T S  E T C .  
G L O S S Y  C O L O U R  C O P IE S  A L S O  A V A IL A B L E

AO PLANS / DRAWINGS
DAYGLO POSTERS TO DOUBLE CROWN

LAMINATING UP TO AL

Produced and printed by A.R. Adams & Sons (printers) Ltd , Dour Street, Dover


