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The O b jec tives  o / |  
the D o v er  S o c ie ty

f o u n d e d  in 1988.
• to  p ro m o te  h ig h  s ta n d a rd s  o f 

p lan n in g  and  a rc h ite c tu re

• to  in te re s t and  in fo rm  th e  public  
in  th e  g e o g ra p h y , h i s to r y ,  
archaeology, n a tu ra l h is to ry  and  
a rc h ite c tu re  of th e  area

• to  s e c u re  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n ,  
p r o te c t io n ,  d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  
im p r o v e m e n t  o f  f e a tu r e s  o f  
h is to ric  or pub lic  in te re s t

• an d  c o m m itm e n t to  th e  b e lie f 
t h a t  a good e n v iro n m e n t is a
good in v estm en t.

T h e  a re a  w e cover co m p rises  th e  
p a r i s h e s  o r w a rd s  o f  B a r t o n ,  
B uck land , C astle , L ydden , Tem ple 
E w ell, M a x to n , P in e h a m , P rio ry , 
R iver, S t. R a d ig u n d ’s, Town & P ie r 
an d  Tower H am le ts .

A ll m e m b e rs  re c e iv e  t h r e e  
N ew sle tte rs  a y ear and  in  each  year 
th e  C om m ittee  organises a b o u t ten  
in te re s t in g  ev e n ts  — ta lk s ,  to u rs ,  
v i s i t s ,  m e m b e r s ’ m e e t in g s  a n d  
u su a lly  a C hristm as F east.

T h e  S o c ie ty  g iv e s  a w a rd s  fo r 
im provem ents to  th e  a rea , m o n ito rs  
p la n n in g  p ro p o sa ls  an d  su p p o r ts , 
jo in s  in  or in it ia te s  civ ic p ro jec ts  
an d  a r ts  events.
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Editorial

C hristm as greetings to  all our readers.
We hope to  see m any  of you, as usual a t 
the  Christm as Feast a t Dover College R e
fectory  on 13th December. An application  
form  is included w ith  th is Newsletter. The 
cost th is year is £17.00. Joan  L iggett has 
arranged for N icholas H arby  and E lizabeth  
L uckhurst to  provide a m usical in terlude 
and  th e y  will also accom pany  th e  carol 
singing. Please book your place if you have 
no t already done so.
A pplication forms for the  Wine and W is
dom in F ebruary  are also enclosed w ith  th is 
issue.
The details o f m eetings for 2004 can be 
found on the  back  page, as usual, w ith  the  
exception  of th e  sum m er outings. Jo an  is 
w orking on the  dates and venues for the  
trips and these will be available in the  April 
issue of the  Newsletter. Some advance in 
form ation  and booking forms m ay be ready 
by the  M arch meeting.
The sum m er outings for th is year are com 
pleted and were all very  successful. T hey 
included th e  trip  on the  MS P ocahontas in 
June, the  m orning v isit to  B roadstairs in 
July, the  ou ting  to  the  H ouse of Commons 
in  A u g u s t a n d  th e  F re n c h  t r ip  to  L a 
Coupole rocket site in Septem ber. All four 
are reported  here and we th a n k  the  m em 
bers who w rote accounts of th e ir im pres
sions of the  visits for the  Newsletter. All 
the  p artic ip an ts  were unanim ously  en th u 
siastic in  p raising  Jo an  for her excellent 
p lanning and organisation  and, as ever, she 
deserves our thanks
The first m eeting of the  A utum n took place 
on  2 0 th  O c to b e r , w ith  tw o  s p e a k e rs ,



M ichael H in to n  on Josephine B utler and 
Paul Bolas on the  River D our project. We 
have m anaged to  include reports  of these 
tw o ta lk s  a lth o u g h  th e re  w as very  little  
tim e to  do so before the  N ew sletter was due 
a t the  prin ters. Jerem y Cope has w ritten  
an  account of Paul Bolas’s ta lk  and has also 
added his rep o rt on the  progress of 4 R iver- 
w atch ’. T erry  S u tto n  has w ritten  on Jose
phine Butler. M any thanks to  them  bo th  
for m eeting the  deadline. The long-aw aited 
N ew sletter b inders are now available and 
were first on sale a t the  O ctober m eeting. 
I f  you did no t a tten d  th e  m eeting and wish 
to  purchase  some b inders a t £4.48 each 
p le a se  c o n ta c t  th e  e d ito r . 
(Tel: 205 254)
In  addition  to  our usual repo rts  on P la n 
ning and M em bership News, we have on
going repo rts  from  Jerem y Cope and from  
L esley  G o rd o n  on th e  success o f th e  
Cowgate cem etery pro ject, which, as you 
will rem em ber, is concerned w ith  b o th  the  
clearance of the  site and th e  recording of 
gravestones. B o th  aspects of th e  pro jec t 
have been rew arding and produced pleas

ing results. M uch of th is is due to  the  w ork 
of m em ber volunteers who have given so 
m uch of the ir tim e to  the  project. The So
ciety is also working w ith  the  W hite Cliffs 
Countryside P ro ject to  arrange for an  in 
form ation p laque to  be placed in the  cem 
etery.
A nother ongoing pro ject is the  scanning 

of th e  Budge A dam s slides, w hich has been 
undertaken  by D erek Leach and ano ther 
sm all team  of vo lun teers, w orking each 
week in th e  lib ra ry  of Dover m useum . A f
te r more th a n  tw elve m onths th e  team  is 
nearing the  end of its ta sk  and it m ay soon 
be possible to  begin p lanning the  CD and 
the  booklet w hich will constitu te  a m em o
rial to  Budge.
O ther pieces in  th is issue include articles 
by Iv an  Green and D erek Leach, a rep o rt 
from  Chris T aft of th e  W estern H eights 
P reservation  Society and tw o m ore con tri
butions to  the  series ‘Glimpses of the  P a s t’. 
A t the  end of ano ther year once again we 
th a n k  all our contribu tors, advertisers and 
d istribu tors.

Deadline for contributions

T he la s t d a te  for th e  rec e ip t of copy for issue 49 w ill be M onday 9 th  F e b ru a ry  
2004.

T he E d ito r  w elcom es c o n tr ib u tio n s  an d  in te re s tin g  d raw ings or p h o to g ra p h s . 
‘P ap er co p y ’ shou ld  be ty p e d  a t  double spacing. H a n d w ritte n  copy  shou ld  be 
clear w ith  w ide line spacing. C om pu ter files are accep tab le ; p lease see guidelines 
on page 7.

P ublica tion  in  the New sletter does not im p ly  the Society’s agreement w ith  an y  view s 
expressed, nor does the Society accept responsibility fo r  an y  statem ents made. A ll  
published m ateria l remains the copyright o f  its authors, artists or photographers.
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Membership News s , 2003

Because so m any  m em bers have been 
able to  sign Gift Aid form s The Soci
ety  has claim ed £1645 from  the  In land  
Revenue covering the  three years ended 
31st M arch 2003. G rateful as we are to 
those m em bers, we are even more ap 
preciative of the  efforts of our treas
urer Capt. Mike W eston who has m e
ticu lously  co llated  figures and  com 
pleted  essential form s - an  onerous b u t 
fo rtuna te ly  w orthw hile task .
All c u r re n t su b sc rip tio n s are safely 
g a th e re d  in . O ccasionally  m em bers 
ring me in panic, fearing th a t  they  have 
om itted  to  pay. No chance, all are rig-

Copq

orously pursued! N evertheless we in 
evitably  lose abou t 25 each year. How 
ever we have m ore th a n  com pensated
- th a n k s  to  new  r e c ru i t s  a n d  we 
n u m b e r  437. T h ey  in c lu d e  : M r J  
Turnpenny, Mr A & Mrs L Lee, Mr J  
& Mrs C Culver, Miss S Friend, Mr D
& Mrs R  Godden, Mr G & Mrs P  S hep
herd, Mrs C E llerington, Mr R & Mrs 
N Poole, Mr E Reumel.
Raffle prizes are always very  welcome. 
I t  helps if you no tify  me abou t them  
in advance, particu la rly  for th e  C hrist
mas feast.
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The work of the Planning sub-committee
roportetd fyr W oolford, ChcdriXLcin

Dover is n o t w ith o u t good news and the  
P lanning  Com m ittee is gratified th a t  m any 
of its suggestions have fructified , th an k s 
to  the  su p p o rt of th e  Executive C om m it
tee, Dover Town and  D istric t Council of
ficers, som e councillors and  o thers. The 
S o c ie ty  h a s  p la y ed  a u se fu l p a r t  in  a 
num ber of desirable developm ents. 
R elationships betw een D over Town C oun
cil and  Dover Town Centre M anagem ent 
have grea tly  im proved, w itness th e  financ
ing and  jo in t reorganisation  of th e  X m as 
L ights and its splendid prospective Switch- 
On and  th e  c rea tio n  of a w idely -rep re- 
sen tative S teering C om m ittee com prising 
th e  D over Socie ty , D is tr ic t  a n d  Tow n 
Councils, R iverside W atch, R iver P arish  
Council, Jo h n  M ahon’s B u ck land  F lo u r 
Mill, (et al) to  oversee th e  m uch needed 
regeneration  of the  R iver Dour. This was 
celebrated  a t th e  F lou r Mill on O ctober 3rd 
by w h at can only be described as a love- 
feast. The con tribu tion  m ade by  th e  su r
vey of th e  river by D r P au l Bolas, w hom  
we recru ited , is im m easurable.
...H a v in g  failed, despite encouragem ent 
and financial help from  Dover Town Coun
cil, to  create a B uckland Village A ssocia
t io n  to  u p g r a d e  t h a t  p a r t  o f  o u r  
stree tscape , th e  fo rm a tio n  of a L ondon  
R d. R esiden ts  A ssocia tion  (th o u g h  n o t 
w ith o u t controversy) a t the  K ing’s H all on 
O ct 3rd was doubly welcome. O ur own con
tr ib u tio n  has been to  aw ard C ertificates of 
C o n g ra tu la tio n  to  eleven businesses b e 
tw een Bridge S treet and  B uckland  Bridge 
for spontaneous im provem ent of th e ir  fa 
cades. We hope th a t  th e ir  displays of our

aw ards will rew ard  th em  and  encourage 
em ulation .
We cong ra tu la te  John  M ahon of Criccieth 
Hom es, w hom  we have supported , on re 
ceiving perm ission to  preserve and enhance 
B uckland F lou r Mill. W ould th a t  o ther de
velopers w ould  sim ilarly  tu r n  B uck land  
Paper Mill and  th e  St Jam es’ P rojects from  
dream s to  realities.
We adm ire  th e  persis tence  w hich , a f te r  
v e ry  m u c h  p u b lic  c o n s u l ta t io n ,  th e  
H eathfield  Avenue H om e Zone will m a te 
rialise nex t A pril and  which will also see 
the  Town Clock to  be erected on the  ‘E a 
gle’ public house - no t to  m ention  th e  con
version of M aison D ieu H ouse in to  Dover 
Town Council’s Offices, the  erection  of a 
H isto ric  In fo rm a tio n  B oard  in  Cowgate 
C em etery  and  th e  c rea tio n  of a N a tu re  
Reserve on W hinless Down. We also tru s t  
th a t  the  controversy  ab o u t R ix  Scaffold
ing’s prem ises, w ith  its th rea ts  of appeal 
to  th e  O m budsm an  and  ju d ic ia l review, 
m ay a t leng th  be am icably  resolved.
On th e  o th e r  h an d  we w onder if  S ou th  
K ent College really  proposes to  dem olish 
the  form er G irls’ G ram m ar School/School 
of A rt in  th e  Paddock. We question  the  
value of Dover D istric t Council’s expen
sively glossy ‘B est Perform ance P la n ’, and 
w hilst we th a n k  the  P o rt of Dover for re 
fu rb ish in g  th e  clock  a t  th e  end  o f th e  
P rince ofW ales’ Pier, as we requested , and 
for consigning W estpo rt to  oblivion, we 
w onder if  th e  M arin a  w ill su rv ive  th e  
T h ir ty  Year M aster P lan ’s determ ina tion  
to  develop th e  E aste rn  and W estern Docks 
exclusively for ferries and cargoes.



Sea Cadet 

Services
JhcJs: W oolford 

O u r su p e r  S o c ia l S e c r e ta ry  J o a n  
L iggett, and  L ieu ten an t C om m ander 
(RN ), D ick, her husband  (whose gen
ial com pany we enjoy a t all our m eet
ings and  excursions and who so ably 
com m anded  th e  a n n u a l S t G eorge’s 
D ay Zeebrugge C om m em oration Cer
em onial), were w arm ly  honoured a t a 
re tire m en t p rese n ta tio n  a t  TS L ynx 
(form er Broadlees B ottom  School) for 

the ir jo in t 30 year service to  the  Dover 
Sea Cadet Corps.

Dover Society Reunion at Peimlhiow
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Jetrq m y' Cope;
A happy  gathering of m em 
b ers  p h o to g ra p h e d  a f te r  
lunch a t the  Groes Wen In n  
on 1 9 th  S ep te m b er. T he 
p a r ty  was m ade up of Je r
em y and Sheila Cope holi
d a y in g  w ith  J o h n  a n d  
Jennifer G errard  (now liv
ing in  W inchcom be) on a 
v isit to  Ken and Del B erry  
w ho live in  Penhow . T he 
party , all of whom  have a t 
som e tim e  been  invo lved  
w ith  the  runn ing  of th e  So
ciety, included tw o ex treas
u re rs  a n d  a fo rm e r  v ice  
c h a irm an  a form er c h a ir
m an and our present m em 
bership secretary.



KFAS Autumn Conference

H yth e  C iv ic  S o c ie ty ’s R e p o r t

On Septem ber 20th H y th e  Civic Society hosted the  A utum n Conference of the  K ent 
Federation of A m enity  Societies. The day was a g rea t success, w ith  abou t 45 delegates, 
th ree in teresting  and provocative speakers in the  m orning, a buffet lunch, tow n guided 
tours and a v isit to  th e  Town H all (courtesy of H y th e  Town Council) in the  afternoon. 
We are affiliated to  KFAS, and so receive its N ew sletter w hich contains abstracts  from  
the  N ew sletters of o ther Societies: the  in teresting  th ing  is how we are all dealing w ith  
sim ilar issues: insensitive developers ‘getting  aw ay’ w ith  p lanning horrors, skate board  
parks, cycle routes, charity  shops, te lephone m asts ...
In  the  opening ta lk , Lord A ldington offered a b lueprin t for a m ore prosperous fu tu re 
for K ent. T hen  Jeff S tack  spoke on housing m a tte rs , especially affordable housing, 
social housing and resources; he showed us how little  we can influence decisions — but we 
are not giving up, fo r all that. F inally  P eter H orn  of KCC described the  abandoned car 
problem , and the  operation  of the  b rillian t CU B IT m achine w hich reduces bo th  cars 
and red tap e  in one operation.

Guidelines for Computer Files
St& vq Fr& txkjs

P hotographs tak en  on digital cam eras should be subm itted  as the  original file, a t the  
highest quality  the  cam era is capable of, preferably T IFF, b u t low com pression (high 
quality ) JP E G  images are acceptable. These take  several m egabytes so ideally should 
be subm itted  on the  original cam era m em ory card, or CD-ROM if you have a CD 
writer. F loppy  disks and em ail will no t handle such large images, so should only be 
used as a last resort.
The editor likes to  choose w hich pho tographs are published, so it w ould be helpful if 
you could include p rin ts  w ith  th e  m edia. These do no t have to  be pho tograph ic q u al
ity, because ink je t p rin ts  alone are N O T acceptable for publication. The results are 
n o t of the  high q uality  required  by our p rin ters.
All CD-ROMs and cam era cards will norm ally  be re tu rn ed  w ith in  3 days of m y re
ceiving them .
T ext should preferably be subm itted  as p lain  ASCII, b u t if in doub t use your favour
ite w ordprocessor and I ’ll t ry  no t to  lose any of your words. Please do N O T include 
pho tographs in the  body of an  article . I f  you wish to  indicate where a pho tograph  
should appear please enter the  nam e of the  file betw een carets < > , or include a link to  
th e  photo.
I f  in  doub t con tac t the  au thor, on 366969, or em ail steve-franks@ btclick.com .

mailto:steve-franks@btclick.com


Projects
C ow gate  C e m e te ry  - G raveston es

Zrfgleqr (Jordon
As reported  previously, the  chance to  record P endle , se t to  w ork  w ith  crow bars an d  
gravestones a t Cowgate has expanded w ith  b locks of w ood, levering  up  th e  fa llen  
w ork on an  increasing num ber of p lots by stones w hile th e  re s t o f us peered  and  
th e  S ocie ty ’s in tre p id  clearance p artie s , brushed and recorded any  inform ation thus 
L ast spring, Ian  M erton, collector in chief exposed. We were pleased to  find th a t  the 
of headstone inform ation, becam e increas- s treng th  and skill of the  tw o m en in lraising
ingly concerned a t the  num ber of stones 
ly in g  d o tte d  a b o u t ,  face dow n on th e  
ground, the ir in form ation seemingly lost. 
A p lan  began to  form  to  see if any could be 
raised tem porarily  to  yield the ir inform a
tio n  before it was irrevocably lost to  the  
dam p ea rth  and ple thora of slugs and bee
tles underneath .
A ten ta tive  request to  Dover D istric t Coun
cil for assistance in raising the  heavy stones 
brough t an  im m ediate offer of help from  
Roger W alton, the  Council’s H ead of P ro p 
erty  Services. So it  was th a t ,  a t 9am  on the  
23rd July, a sm all p a r ty  from  th e  Society 
stood a t th e  cem etery  gates to  greet the  
arrival of a lo rry  from English Landscapes, 
co n tra c to rs  to  th e  Council for land  and  
ground m aintenance.
Two of the ir m en, Paul Cobbins and D arry l

heavy stones, which had  been lying flat and 
overgrown for years, was m atched  by the ir 
own in terest in  the  ta sk  in hand. The pres
ence of large num bers of slow worm s and 
beetles, some su rp ris in g ly  large, u n d e r
nea th  the  slabs, indicated w hat a haven for 
wild life th e  cem etery is.
Over tw en ty  stones were raised in barely  
an hour. Some were too w orn away to  be 
of use and some, it la te r transp ired , had 
already been cap tu red  before the ir fall, by 
Mrs. de Bourbel, who first recorded sections 
of the  cem etery in the  1980s. The rem ain 
der yielded up the ir h ith e rto  secret infor
m ation, which has now been added to  the  
S ocie ty ’s grow ing da tab ase . T hanks are 
gratefully  recorded to  the  Council and E ng
lish Landscapes for the ir help in th is ongo
ing project.

C ow gate  C e m e te ry  - C learance

O ur aim , as p rac tise d  by T he S ocie ty ’s 
p roject team  and the  W hite Cliffs C oun try 
side P ro ject (WCCP) volunteers, is to  re 
store th e  cem etery to  a hay  meadow b u t 
one popu la ted  w ith  trees and large shrubs. 
In  th is  w ay Cowgate m ay be bo th  a cem 
etery  and wildlife area. I t  will require mow
ing in the  au tu m n  and again in early spring.

Cop€!

Five of the  eight p lots th a t  m ake up the 
cem e te ry  can  be sa id  to  be a t  th e  h ay  
meadow stage ( well alm ost). D uring the  
sum m er, w hilst we were clearing  u n d e r
grow th  and  ru b b ish  from  th e  rem ain ing  
plots and from  the  cem etery borders and 
the  vau lts, natu re  had  its w ay w ith  the  hay  
meadow p lan ts and the  grass and vegeta



tion  grew vigorously, hiding the tom bstones 
and providing a rom antic  aspect. In  Au
gust we s ta rted  mowing the  grass w ith  p e t
ro l s tr im m e rs  a n d  g ra s s  h o o k s . P a u l 
H adaw ay  used th e  WCCP m ower w hich 
was a very  great help and we should have 
the  whole of the  hay m eadow area cleared 
by the  tim e th is article goes to  press. We 
will th en  tu rn  our a tten tio n  to  the  rem ain
ing th ree  p lo ts to  clear th e  undergrow th  
th a t  has grown during the  year. We shall 
also reduce th e  am ount of shade from  the 
trees by p ru n in g  the  lower branches and 
th is, com bined w ith  th e  clearance of the 
undergrow th, will encourage the  grass to 
dom inate and change the  p lo t’s vegetation 
to  th a t  of a hay  meadow.
The Society has received an  anonym ous 
donation  of £250 for the  P ro ject F und  for 
which we are very grateful. The com m it

tee has agreed to  the  purchase of a more 
powerful strim m er th a n  curren tly  available 
to  us which will m ake a very  useful add i
tion  to  our resources.
WCCP are to  install a cem etery in form a
tion  board which will include the  h isto ry  
and details of flora and fauna. This is very  
welcome and the  com m ittee agreed to  con
tribu te  £100 tow ards the  cost. We have been 
asked to  com m ent on the  con ten t and are 
curren tly  circulating th e  proposed te x t to 
those involved for com m ent.
F inally  if any m em ber is in terested  in jo in 
ing our c learance w ork ing  p a r tie s  th e y  
would be m ost welcome. You will only be 
expected to  ca rry  out w ork th a t  is w ith in  
your skill and I th in k  th a t  you will find us 
a happy  bunch. (Contact Jerem y Cope on 
01304 211348).

The October Meet intor

The D ou r
A r e p o r t  o f  a ta lk  b y  P a u l B o la s  w i th  an u p d a te  on the  

r e s to r a t io n  o f  the  r iv e r
Jefretm -Y Cope;

The A ugust issue reported  on th e  survey 
of the  D our from  B uckland to  the  sea. A t 
the  O ctober m eeting P aul addressed the  
S ocie ty  w ith  th e  su b jec t o f 4T he R iver 
D our Survey’. H is ta lk  covered th e  science, 
problem s and  p o te n tia l of th e  river and 
how th a t  po ten tia l m ight be realised.
The Dour, a typ ical chalk stream , gets its 
w ater from  ra in  falling on th e  su rround
ing hills w hich is th en  filtered th rough  the  
chalk and rises in springs to  feed th e  river 
as clear, pure and oxygen-rich w ater a t a 
constan t tem peratu re  of 11 degrees. This

com bination  read ily  sup p o rts  p lan ts , in 
sects crustacea and fish. The n a tu ra l chalk 
reservoir provides a reasonably steady river 
flow.
How do we arrive a t the  present sta te  of 
the  river given its na tu ra l beau ty  and clean
liness? In  th e  p a s t rivers were seen as a 
ch e ap  w ay  o f p ro v id in g  sew ers , w ith  
culverting a m ethod  of hiding the  subse
quen t spoliation. We are fo rtu n a te  in th a t  
th e  D o u r does n o t su ffe r from  sew age 
outfalls although  it receives toxic silt from  
paved areas. The litter-strew n  river is evi



dence th a t  th is careless a ttitu d e  is still w ith  
us. A bstrac tion  can be a problem  although 
Folkestone and Dover W ater Services and 
the  E nv ironm ent Agency are w orking to  
m inim ise the  im pact.
The river has enorm ous po ten tia l and value 
to  Dover. One has only  to  th in k  of th e  
b e a u ty  of K earsney  A bbey and  R ussell 
G ardens. The biodiversity  and th e  sound 
of runn ing  w ater m ake for a very  a t tra c 
tive environm ent. The value of su rround
ing properties will be increased by an  a t 
trac tive  prospect w ith  riverside restau ran ts  
and pubs a to u ris t a ttrac tion .
Paul described the  ways in w hich the  im 
provem ent m ay be achieved th rough  open
ing up culverts, riffles ( a p a tch  of bou l
ders in  the  river to  enhance the  flow), n a r 
rowing to  help the  flow b u t using the  re 
leased river bed as flood plain  and p u ttin g  
in weirs and fish passes a t H alfords and the  
London Road flour mill. F u tu re  riverside 
developm ents should have porous surfaces 
(SUDS) so th e  any  p o te n tia l ru n  off is 
soaked up by th e  ground ra th e r th a n  d ra in 
ing in to  th e  river. E d u ca tio n  of r ip a rian  
owners and  of the  public is essential if peo
ple are to  take care of the  river. Removing 
rubbish  will encourage us all to  value the 
Dour.
A t the  end of the  ta lk  Mike Webb, Dover 
Town C entre M anager, to ld  th e  m eeting  
th a t  R iverw atch, using P au l’s rep o rt, had  
m ade a successful app lica tion  to  Peoples 
‘P la c e s  fo r fu n d in g . J o h n  M a h o n  o f 
Criccieth H om es in tends to  spend £100,000 
over ten  years on river im provem ents p ri
m arily  a t th e  flour m ill’s m illpond. He also

repo rted  th e  H arbou r B oard’s offer of help 
w ith  the  outfall in to  the  harbour.
Away from  th e  m eeting The R iver D our 
S teering Com m ittee has now been form ed 
and has held tw o m eetings. I t  has agreed 
th e  general princip les and  objectives by 
w hich it will be run . Briefly the  com m it
tee is concerned w ith  the  whole river from  
its sources to  its m ou th  in the  W ellington 
D ock  4T h e B u b b le s ’. T h e  c o m m itte e ’s 
m em bership consists of the  local au th o ri
ties and  associa ted  bodies, th e  E n v iro n 
m en t Agency, The Society and  Criccieth 
Homes. The com m ittee sees itself as a co
ord inato r of those involved in the  re s to ra 
tion  and as a fund raiser and lobbyist on 
behalf of the  river.
A t our la s t m eeting  it  was agreed th a t  
A lex i G ilm a r t in  o f th e  E n v iro n m e n t  
A gency shou ld  ask  th e  A gency to  fund  
p rep ara tio n  of a developm ent p lan  for the 
whole river. Such a p lan  will no doub t build 
on th e  B olas re p o rt b u t go well beyond 
P au l’s brief. I t  should be all em bracing, 
listing priorities, include financial im plica
tions and p lanning issues as they  affect the  
river corridor. Funding  is by no m eans cer
ta in  b u t such a p lan  will enable resto ra tion  
to  be p lanned and executed in an  orderly 
and  efficient m anner. I t  will be essential 
evidence to  suppo rt any application  for the  
su b stan tia l funding necessary to  m ake a 
long te rm  im pact on the  river. I f  the  E nv i
ronm ent Agency will no t fund the  plan, and 
we w ere given an  e s tim a te  o f b e tw een  
£10,000 and £15,000, th en  the  Com m ittee 
m u st decide w h e th e r or n o t to  find  th e  
money.



The Life of Joseph time Butler
11

A Talk by  M ich ael H in ton
r<3porte;d Zqr Tetrzy Su tton

T H E  life  o f Jo s e p h in e  B u t le r  (1828- 
1906), th e  V ic to rian  social reform er, was 
th e  s u b je c t o f a m o s t in te re s tin g  an d  
d e ta iled  ta lk  by  th e  R everend  M ichael 
H in to n  to  fellow m em bers of T he D over 
S ocie ty  on O ctober 20 th .
M ichael to ld  us ab o u t Jo se p h in e ’s m in 
is try  am ong p ro s titu te s  a t  a tim e w hen  
th e  a t t i tu d e  to  th e m  was th a t  th e y  w ere 
d e p lo ra b le  s in n e rs  b u t  J o se p h in e  saw  
th e m , for th e  m ost p a r t ,  as v ic tim s. A t 
th e  tim e  th e re  w as a la rg e  su rp lu s  o f 
w om en over m en in  V ic to rian  E n g la n d  
an d  she rea lised  t h a t  few w om en  w ere 
equ ipped  to  m ake th e ir  liv ing in  a m ore 
re p u ta b le  way. She an d  her h u sb a n d  of
te n  rescued  w om en from  th e  s tree ts  and  
to o k  th e m  in to  th e ir  own hom e. W hen 
num bers increased  th e y  founded  several 
rescue e s tab lish m en ts .
Jo sep h in e  w as in  th e  fo re fro n t o f th e  

cam p aig n  to  rep ea l th e  C on tag ious D is
eases A cts, w h ich  w ere b ro u g h t in  by  th e  
g o v e rn m e n t to  t r y  to  red u ce  th e  v a s t 
n um bers of sold iers an d  sailors who co n 
t r a c te d  v en e rea l d iseases because  th e y  
fre q u en te d  p ro s titu te s .
A t th e  tim e  th e  A cts w ere passed  th e re  
w ere som e 4,000 tro o p s  in  D over as well 
as m an y  sailo rs. 4To ca te r  for th e m  th e

area  so u th  o f S n a rg a te  S tre e t w as fu ll 
o f beer houses an d  m usic halls , an d  it 
w as th e re  t h a t  p r o s t i tu te s  p lie d  th e ir  
t r a d e ,’ said  M ichael.
Jo seph ine, on a to u r  o f g a rriso n  tow ns, 
gave ta lk s  a t  D o v e r’s W e llin g to n  H a ll 
a g a in s t th e  C o n tag io u s D iseases A cts , 
u n d er w hich an y  w om an  w as liable to  be 
p icked  up and  checked for VD. In  doing 
th is  she was fly ing in  th e  face o f c o n tem 
p o ra ry  a t ti tu d e s  and  she w as la m b as ted  
by th e  D over E xpress!
A t one stage in  1870 th e re  w as a d is tu r 
bance in  S ta r  S tre e t, over th e  h irin g  of a 
h ouse  for th e  m ed ica l e x a m in a tio n  o f 
suspected  p ro s titu te s . N eighbours ra ised  
a p e titio n  ag a in s t th is . T he con trovers ia l 
ac ts  w ere f in a lly  repea led  in  1886, a f te r  
Jo se p h in e ’s 16 years of strugg le .
She also cam p a ig n ed  for th e  ra is in g  of 
th e  age of consen t for girls, w hich  a t  th a t  
tim e s tood  a t 12 an d  it w as ev e n tu a lly  
ra ised  to  16.
“ Jo  sep h in e  ta u g h t  t h a t  th e  se x u a l re 
s t r a i n t s  e x p e c te d  o f  d e c e n t  w o m e n  
shou ld  also be ex p ected  of decen t m en. 
T he m o dern  fem in ist a t t i tu d e  ap p e ars  to  
be t h a t  w om en  sh o u ld  im ita te  m en  in  
p ro m is c u ity ,” co m m e n te d  M ich ae l, in  
conclusion .



The Western Heights Preservation

Society
C A ris Taft; P u b lic ity  So& G tfrrz 

S u c c e s s ...
The last account published by the  W estern 
H eights P reservation  Society (W H PS) in 
th is jo u rn a l reported  the  successes of the  
O pen Day, b u t we were no t in a position  to  
confirm  details further. We are now de
lighted to  be able to  rep o rt th a t  no t only 
was the  day a success, b u t it exceeded even 
our m ost optim istic expectations. V isitor 
figures were double th a t  of th e  previous 
year and even after deductions for expenses 
the  Society funds were given a great boost, 
to  the  tune  of approxim ately  £2000.
As a resu lt of th e  Open D ay the  W H P S  
has become m ore widely know n no t only 
in Dover, b u t nationally. The Chief E x 
ecutive of E nglish  H eritage has also ex 
pressed his desire to  see the  W H P S  develop 
its w ork on the  H eights, w ith  the ir support. 
This is a fan tastic  developm ent for the  So
ciety, who form ed only th ree  years ago, 
m ade one of its firs t aims to  become more 
w idely know n and to  dissem inate more in 
form ation  on the  W estern H eights. E n g 
lish H eritag e  also recen tly  inc luded  th e  
H eights in a television series they  produced 
for the  ITV  London region, w hich was p re 
sented by Dr. Sim on Thurley, th e ir Chief 
Executive.

P la n n in g ...
I t  is im p o rta n t no t to  get com placent fol
lowing our recent success and to  use th is 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  th in k  ab o u t w hat we need 
to  do nex t. W ith  the  onset of w in ter and 
the consequential decline in our outdoor ac

tivities we shall again be w orking in ea r
nest on our plans for the  fu ture . I hope by 
the  nex t edition of the  Dover Society N ew s
letter we shall have developed our plans fu r
th e r .
One of these is to  in restru c tu re  p a rts  of 
the  Society. As we get bigger and s ta r t  to  
achieve m ore, it is realised th a t  we need to  
be more professional. We are cu rren tly  ex 
p an d in g  our P u b lic i ty  an d  P ro m o tio n s  
team  to  help move the  group forward. We 
also hope in the  near fu ture to  enlarge o ther 
team s and  crea te  groups responsible for 
specific activities.

U p d a te ...
Our cu rren t w ork is no t all abou t planning. 
We are  co n tin u in g  w ith  ac tiv itie s  m en 
tioned in the  last issue of th is publication. 
T he p ro jec t to  reco rd  m em ories o f th e  
H eights as people who w orked, lived and 
played th e re  rem em ber it is progressing  
well. M eetings are p lanned  w ith  people 
who wish to  share th e ir  stories. Anyone 
in terested  in jo in ing th is pro ject is\ encour
aged to  con tac t the  Publicity  and P rom o
tions Chair, T am syn Edw ards a t 8 A stor 
Avenue, Dover K ent CT17 OAR or e-mail 
for m ore details.
The second batch  of inform ation sheets, are 
cu rren tly  being produced, detailing a b rief 
h isto ry  of various p a rts  of the  H eights and 
while yet to  be com pleted th ey  are well on 
course.

C o m in g  U p ...
In  the  com ing m onths, while th ings invari



ably slow down for Christm as, the  oppor
tu n ity  to  get involved rem ains. Sunday 26th 
O ctober will probably  be th e  last w ork day 
of the  year and will be held in th e  N orth  
Lines, providing the  W H P S  w ith  its first 
a ttem p t a t clearing the  heavily overgrown 
area, a job  we have all been w anting  to  do 
for some tim e now.

Join  U s ...
The W estern H eights P reservation  Society

is no t all abou t getting  your hands d irty  
clearing trees. I t  is also abou t supporting  
and  m oving fo rw ards in  p ro m o tin g  th e  
W estern H eights and help is needed a t all 
levels. For m ore in fo rm atio n  or to  jo in  
please con tact the  H on. Secretary, Mr Dave 
M allinder a t 66 U nion R oad, D eal K ent 
CT14 6AR or v isit the  w ebsite and please 
rem em ber to  say where you read abou t the
W H PS.

PMlomena Kennedy Art Prize 2005
Cope;

This prize, in m em ory of our founder member, is aw arded annually  by the  Society to  
the  Lower V I studen t a t Dover G irls’ G ram m ar school who, in  the  opinion of her peers, 
has m ade the  greatest con tribu tion  to  A rt during the  year.
E lizabeth  Savage was presented  w ith  her £25 cheque to  be spent on a r t  m aterials by 
Jerem y and Sheila Cope represen ting  the  Society a t an  inform al cerem ony on W ednes
day 23rd July.
P ho tographs were taken  of E lizabeth  in fron t of P h ilom ena’s pain tings, donated  by 
G ordon King, w hich are on perm anen t display in the  School’s Castle Avenue entrance 
hall. Mrs Thom pson, head of the  V I form  described E lizabeth  as 4 a very  w orthy  w in
ner, passionate abou t A rt and all th ings connected, including encouraging younger girls 
to  jo in  th e  A rt club w hich she runs very  effectively. H er own w ork is ou ts tan d in g ’.

N ew  B ooks
From Riverdale Publications
D erek Leach a t 24 R iverdale, River, Dover CT17 OQX (01304 823926) 
Our Town, Dover 1945-2000 £12 
by D erek Leach and T erry  S u tton

From Triangle Publications
M erril Lilley, 5 E ast Cliff, Dover, K ent CT16 1LX  (01304 205 254) 
Soldiers of the Castle £10 
by G. M. A therton
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R iv e r  T h a m es  Trip  a b o a rd  m .v . P r in c e ss  P o ca h o n ta s
C&pt. M ike; W ef&on

Follow ing our S o c ie ty ’s v e ry  successful to  do a re p e a t tr ip  th is  sum m er. So on 
river tr ip  in  Ju n e  2001 ab o a rd  th e  m.v. Ju n e  18th, on an  average sum m er day  
Princess Pocahontas, [for a d esc rip tio n  w ea th er w ise, 28 m em bers of th e  So- 
o f th is  c ru ise  see th e  D ec em b e r 2001 c ie ty  once aga in  set sail from  G raves- 
N ew sle tte r], Jo a n  L ig g e tt w as p ersu ad ed  end  on th is  fine l i t t le  vessel. O n th is

Queen Elizabeth I I  Bridge - Dartford R iver Crossing



occasion n um bers  w ere n o t su ffic ien t for 
us to  c h a r te r  th e  vessel, as p rev iously  we 
had  done, for our sole use. C onsequen tly  
we shared  w ith  n o rm a l d ay  tr ip  p assen 
gers th e  am en ities o f th e  vessel, w hich  
in  no w ay  d e tra c te d  from  th e  en jo y m en t 
of th e  day.
In s te a d  of a s tra ig h t cru ise up  to  C hel

sea B ridge and  re tu rn , e x tra  stops w ere 
m ade a t th e  T ilb u ry  L and ing  S tage and  
a t G reenw ich P ier in  b o th  d irec tions to  
p ick  up  an d  d rop  o ff passengers . T h is 
added  in te re s t an d  v a r ie ty  to  th e  tr ip .

T he sam e v ery  a r tic u la te  c a p ta in  from  
our la s t voyage w as s till in  com m and , so 
once aga in  passengers w ere given a fu ll 
an d  h ig h ly  d escrip tiv e  c o m m e n ta ry  o f 
p laces of in te re s t as we passed  th em .
I t  is alw ays a d ifficu lt decision to  decide 
w h e th e r a tr ip , w hich  has been  v ery  suc
cessful once, shou ld  be rep e a te d  again . I 
am  sure o th e rs  who w ere on th is  o u tin g  
w ould  agree w ith  me th a t  second tim e 
a ro u n d  th is  tr ip  from  G ravesend to  C hel
sea and  b ack  lo st n o th in g  th ro u g h  being 
rep ea ted . T h a n k  you Joan .

Riverside Cranes



Visit To St. P e te r ’s, B ro a d s ta ir s
ffq p o rte fd  fy r D e;ro£: Zrf&cA

On 10 Ju ly  nineteen m em bers v isited St. 
P eter’s B roadstairs to  take advantage of a 
guided w alk  around  th is  anc ien t village, 
w hich still re ta in s its village atm osphere 
despite being today  a ‘suburb’ of B road 
stairs. These walks date from  1994 w hen a 
guided to u r of the  parish  church was a r
ranged. This sm all beginning led to  a to u r 
of th e  village being organised for E aster 
1995 incorporating  costum ed characters 
who were m et en route. I t  was ru n  for sev
eral weeks w ith  over 1000 visitors before 
the  end of the  season. Now there are over 
10,000. Over 100 volunteers are involved 
w ith  up to  40 per m orning. The tou rs are 
available on T hursday  m ornings from  May 
to  Septem ber -free of charge!
Our tou r sta rted  in the  large parish church, 
founded by Benedictine m onks in 1070 and 
sum ptuously refurbished in ternally  in Vic
to rian  tim es. The m onks of M inster A b
bey used to  visit the  churches of St John, 
M argate, St Lawrence, R am sgate and St 
P e te r’s. T heir anc ien t fo o tp a th  betw een 
the  churches can still be walked. D uring 
the Napoleonic Wars the  church tow er was 
used as a signalling post m anned by Royal 
N avy  personnel. As a consequence th e  
church is one of only tw o in the  coun try  
still en titled  to  fly the  w hite ensign. In  one 
p a r t of the  church is the  Children’s Cor
ner, refurbished in the  1960s in m em ory 
o f A n n e tte  M ills o f ‘M uffin  th e  M ule’ 
fame. A nnette  lived close to  the  church. 
This same church corner was the  m eeting 
place of the  Lovejoy School set up for 24 
children in 1694. E dw ard H ea th  learned 
to  p lay  the  organ here. The churchyard  is 
possibly the  longest in the  country.

A fter leaving th e  church we cam e across 
John  Wesley on the  village green, w hich 
was a farm yard  un til 1970. Before dism iss
ing us w ith  a blessing Wesley to ld  us how

1850 Village Constable



he preached in the  village in 1788, aged 85. 
O verlooking th e  green is a D u tch  sty le  
farm house dating  from  1682. The farm  was 
owned by the  M ockett fam ily who played 
a lead ing  p a r t  in v illage life from  1657. 
Close by lived W alter S ickhart (from 1934 
to  48), the  father of m odern B ritish  im pres
sionism and th o u g h t by some to  be Jack  
the  Ripper!
The village constable, dressed in his 1850 
un ifom , saw us safe ly  across th e  ro ad , 
pointing  ou t the  stocks which are still le
gal afte r 600 years. Perhaps th ey  should 
be used for to d a y ’s litte r  and lager louts! 
Passing by the  form er village school, which 
E dw ard H ea th  attended , we arrived a t the 
(former) workhouse and m et the  m anager 
and his wife who to ld  us the  h isto ry  of the 
ra th e r grand  building and the  living con
ditions of its form er residents. An inm ate 
tried  to  bo ther us, b u t was quickly chased 
away. T he b u ild ing  w as co n v erted  in to  
N uckell’s A lm shouses afte r the  residents 
were transferred  to  the  new U nion W ork
house a t M inster in 1834. W alking on we 
came to  The Coves, built in 1769, and heard 
abou t its connection w ith  smugglers and 
the  m aze of sm ugglers’ tunnels under the  
village.
N ext we were accosted by a lovely French 
lady, b u t we were w arned  th a t  she was 
p robably  a French spy! We arrived a t the  
site of the  R anelagh P leasure G ardens, a l
though  only F lin t Cottage, the  S tew ard’s 
Cottage and the  Assembly Room s rem ain. 
T he ow ner o f th e  gard en s to ld  us how 
popular the  gardens were - a copy of the 
Y auxhall G ardens in  L ondon - w ith  th e  
sum m er visitors. The 2.5 acres opened in 
1818 w ith  up to  1600 visitors per day p ay 
ing 2s 6d entrance. Jugglers, ventriloquists, 
singers, actors and bands en terta ined  u n 

til  sunse t. M argate  soon did  som eth ing  
sim ilar and took m ost of the  trade  away 
and the  gardens closed in 1852.
We m oved on along th e  anc ien t m o n k ’s 
track , encountering  a 10 ce n tu ry  abbess 
from  M inster, before entering  a lovely g ar
den where refreshm ents were gratefully  re
ceived on a ho t day. By some w orkers’ co t
tages we m et a smuggler who had  a num ber

Smuggler

of tales to  tell and a t the  Red Lion pub we 
saw a V ictorian  doctor and nurses. T hey  
to ld  us a b o u t th e  sm allpox o u tb rea k  of 
1867 w hen the  pub  becam e a tem p o rary  
hosp ital and th e  beer cellar becam e a m or
tuary. A local girl had  become a N igh tin 
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gale N urse in the  Crimea.
B ack a t th e  church the  roles of th e  church
w arden and  his s ta ff  were explained, in 
c lud ing  pok ing  an y b o d y  w ho dozed off 
during the  service! In  th e  ves try  we m et 
the  ra t  catcher who rela ted  some d isgust
ing details abou t his work, including a nice 
little  earner - r a t  soup, w hich was a ‘cure 
all’ and cost Id  per p in t. Fortunately , we 
were no t asked to  buy any!
Lunch in the  Red Lion concluded a very

entertain ing  and in teresting  morning. I can 
thoroughly  recom m end it.
One final though t. I f  the  village of St P e
te r ’s can involve 100 volunteers in such a 
venture, w h at could and should Dover do 
w ith  so m any more people to  call upon and 
so m uch heritage to  offer. A nother p roject 
for The Dover Society, I th ink . Come on 
somebody, vo lun teer to  get it sta rted . The 
term s are generous - no pay, b u t lots of s a t
isfied custom ers appreciating  Dover’s pas t 
and present glory.

Visit to the H ouses o f  P a r lia m en t a n d  
S o m erse t  H ouse - 14™ A u gu st 2003

rG pot'tqd  fldeflm e} ffe ic fy

The Coach left Dover a t 8.20 sharp  for the 
journey  to  London w ith  an  arranged  visit 
to  The Houses of P arliam en t, or for the  
correct title  ‘The New Palace of W estm in
ster’. The driver was able to  m ake good tim e 
and our to u r guide was w aiting  for us. We 
w ent in th rough  the  ‘Royal E n tran ce’ and 
after the  usual security  check were placed 
in tw o groups of 15.
O ur to u r guide was a happy  ch irpy  chap 
called Jeff, who knew  all abou t Dover as 
he had  been stationed the re  w ith  th e  J u n 
ior Leaders. H e m arried  a girl from  Dover 
whose fam ily still live in the  town.
The to u r com menced, th ro u g h  the  Queens 
Robing room , followed by the  Royal G al
lery, P rinces C ham ber, H ouse of L ords, 
Peers Lobby, C en tra l Lobby, Com m ons 
Lobby, House of Commons, St. S tephens 
H all, and W estm inster H all.
For m ore th a n  seven hundred  years W est
m inster has been a cradle of democracy, as 
P arliam en t has developed from  its early  
role as the  K ing’s Council in to  a fully  rep 

resentative body, which votes on m easures 
and calls the  G overnm ent to  account. The 
advent of television coverage allows peo
ple to  see th is process in action in the  cham 
bers of the  tw o Houses and in the ir vari
ous com m ittees. This w onderful building 
com bines th e  historic site of the  old royal 
palace w ith  th e  good p lan n in g  and  fine 
craftsm anship  of the  m id n ine teen th  cen
tury. I t  was b u ilt to  display th e  h isto ry  of 
the  nation , b u t it now has to  cope w ith  the  
every-increasing dem ands of a busy P a r
liam ent. W hile it lacks the  full num ber of 
offices th a t  are needed, th e  quality  of its 
arch itectu re and sense of h isto ry  ensures 
the  need to  preserve and enhance it. I would 
urge everyone who has never been, to  do 
so, and m arvel a t the  ex terna l and in te r
n a l w o n d ers  c re a te d  b y  th e  a rc h ite c ts  
Barry, Pugin  and the ir successors. E leven 
hundred  room s, 3 miles of passageways on 
an  8 acre site gives you some idea of the 
size of the  building. Justice cannot be done 
to  th is m agnificent s truc tu re  w ith  its su



perb detailed decoration and p as t h isto ry  
in such a sho rt article , b u t as we passed 
th r o u g h  th e  v a r io u s  ro o m s o u r gu ide  
b rough t hum our in to  his tales w ith  snip
pets of inform ation. In  the  H ouse of Com
m ons th e re  is a ca rp e t w ith  a red stripe 
around it. In  days gone by w hen m em bers 
were debating  th ey  would cross the  floor 
and strike the  offending fellow. T h a t was 
no t acceptable behaviour so a w id th  of 2 
sword lengths plus 1 inch was introduced

so m em bers were k ep t ap a rt. In  m odern  
tim es the  carpet w ith  the  red strip  is the  
barrier no t to  cross the  floor, hence th e  say
ing 4toe the  line’.

Behind the  speakers chair is a very  large 
green felt bag. Before technology arrived, 
constituencies who wished to  have a ques
tion  raised in th e  house by the ir M.P. would 
have it delivered to  the  House. I t  w ould be 
th en  placed in th is bag to  be read out by 
the nom inated person, this m ethod has long 
gone, b u t the  saying 4in th e  bag’ came from  
th is procedure. In  the  Royal G allery our 
guide stopped  to  te ll us ab o u t tw o very  
im p o rtan t paintings. The B attle  of T rafal
gar and The D eath  of Nelson. Speaking of 
the  la tte r  he described the  role of wom en 
on b o ard , who lived w ith  vario u s crew  
mem bers. In  the  course of tim e th ey  w ould 
become p regnan t and w ith  no private q u ar
ters of the ir own, the  m ain  deck was the ir 
delivery room. The other wom en would use 
blankets to  m ake a shield tied  to  the  guns 
on deck. The baby  would be born  and an 
other well-known saying came abou t 4he’s 
a son of a gun’
The G reat H all now called, W estm inster 

H all has a quiet em ptiness com pared w ith  
its previous use for coronation  banquets, 
the  last being George IV. I t  is now used for 
great p arliam en tary  and royal ceremonies, 
th e  la s t one being th e  Lying in  S ta te  of 
Queen E lizabeth  the  Queen Mother. H ere 
h isto ry  m ust stand  still un til our nex t visit. 
Our to u r ended and we were ou t in to  the  
hustle and bustle of London life. M embers 
took off to  the ir various venues or to  stroll 
and soak up the  w onderful w eather along 
the  em bankm ent. A short w alk over W a
terloo Bridge took  us to  Som erset House 
to  see The G ilbert Collection, a fabulous 
E xh ib ition  of g rea t craftsm anship  in E ng 
lish silver, m osaics, gold boxes, p o r tra i t  
m iniatures, a r t  enam el and fu rn itu re , The 
collection was form ed over four decades by 
Sir A rth u r G ilbert, a Londoner who moved



to  California in 1949 and m ade th is extraor- w orld fam ous a r t  collection of the  Cour- 
d inary  gift to  the  nation  in 1996. He wished tau ld  In s titu te  Gallery, the  G ilbert Collec- 
to  give it to  the  coun try  of his b irth . W ith  tion  and the  H erm itage Rooms. There is 
th e  assis tan ce  o f th e  H erita g e  L o tte ry  an  ongoing  p ro g ra m m e of e x h ib itio n s , 
F und  th is p reem inent collection is beauti- w o rk sh o p s  a n d  se m in a rs  on  c h a n g in g

fully housed in over 17 galleries and is a 
perfect se tting  for the  N ation’s treasures. I 
do recom m end you visit w hen possible. 
Som erset House, bu ilt in 1547 and rebuilt 
in 1775 by Sir W illiam Cham bers for George 
I I I .  The building is now fully open to  the  
public for a r t  and cu ltu ral exhibitions, af
te r extensive renovations. This m agnificent 
building is the  insp ira tional se tting  for the

them es. T he C o u rty a rd  and  E d m o n d  J  
Safra D ancing F oun tain  C ourt are a t the  
centre of Som erset H ouse and provide a 
venue for open-air events.
Our tim e was now over and the  coach de
p arted  a t 4.45 pm . A steady drive b rough t 
us hom e to Dover by 6.45 pm  and our fare
wells w ere said. O ur th a n k s  to  Jo an  for 
ano ther splendid day out.



Visit To La C oupole  - 13th S e p te m b e r  2003
By  M aurice} M /ifcon

21

Those of us of a certain  age clearly rem em 
ber V i’s and V 2’s although , fortunately, we 
did no t have to  suffer the  V 2’s in Dover - 
only the  shells, bom bs and a few doodle
bugs th a t  w ent as tray  on th e ir w ay inland. 
B u t, even those in the  prim e of life, have 
heard  of the  G erm an ‘te rro r’ w eapons and 
so it was w ith  g rea t in te rest th a t  on the

tons of concrete topped  by solid concrete 
dome 42 m etres above, 72 m etres in d iam 
e te r  a n d  5 .5m  th ic k .  R a ilw a y  t r u c k s  
b ro u g h t th e  m a te ria ls  s tra ig h t in to  th e  
workshops and deportees from  concentra
tio n  cam ps, under SS guards, w orked to  
com plete  th e  ro ck e ts . W hen  th e y  w ere 
ready, they  were tru n d led  ou t on a railw ay

t: ,
sfi

13th S ep tem ber, th i r ty  m em bers o f th e  
Dover Society w ent to  France for the  day 
to  v isit La Coupole.
This w as b u ilt by  th e  G erm ans inside a 
chalk hill ad jacen t to  a q u a rry  so th a t  the 
rockets could be assembled in w orkshops 
bu ilt inside th e  hill, p ro tec ted  by 55,000

into  the  q u arry  and th en  fired, the  ta rg e t 
being London. The original in ten tion  was 
to  fire every hour th roughou t day and night 
b u t  fo r tu n a te ly  th is  ta rg e t  w as never 
reached. N ot only were the  operations u n 
der c o n s ta n t bom bing  by th e  R A F  b u t 
there were also difficulties and failures in
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forms, b u t in  recent years the  site has been 
developed in to  a very  in teresting  m useum . 
You w alk in to  one of the  tunnels, pas t a 
G erm an W W II tan k , w hich still looks im 
pressive and  w orry ing . T here  are m an y  
room s and  co rrido rs  h acked  o u t o f th e  
chalk for storage and w orking spaces, read 
ing th e  inform ative signs as you approach  
the  centre before tak ing  an  au tom atic  lift

m ans developed rocketry. I t  is ironic th a t  
after the  w ar th e  chief developers, inc lud
ing W erner von B raun , were taken  by the  
Americans to  continue the  building of rock
ets w hich resulted  in the  trip  to  the  Moon, 
satellites and the  Space Age.
As usual, our tr ip  had  been well organised 
by Joan  L iggett b u t as so often happens, 
she had  a very  w orrying tim e. All the  a r 

the  launching of the  rockets. N evertheless, 
th e re  w ere enough  fired  to  cause m uch  
dam age in the  capital and as there was then  
no w ay to  fire them  accurately, it was sheer 
luck w here th ey  landed.
W hen the  site was cap tu red  in 1944, one 
of the  first actions taken  by  th e  Allies was 
to  d y n am ite  th e  ra ilw ay  lines and  p la t-

up to  th e  top  of tw o exhib ition  floors. H ere 
there are w orking models of the  site as it 
was w hen it was in action, m any sta tic  ex 
h ibitions covering m any aspects of the  w ar 
as well as different rockets to  show you the  
developm ent. There are also tw o cinemas 
which continuously show films ab o u t the  
period and  Peenem unde, w here th e  Ger-

World War I I  Tank
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rangem ents had  been m ade m any  m onths 
ago w ith  La Coupole who also arranged  a 
res ta u ran t for us, sending us a m enu for our 
choices, b u t 48 hours before our trip , Joan  
was advised ‘Sorry, th e  re s ta u ra n t is full 
and can’t  take you, you’ll have to  go else
w here.’ T hey  did give her an  address in

was a ty p ica l F rench  village re s ta u ra n t, 
very clean and com fortable, obviously used 
by th e  locals as well - always a good sign - 
w ith  th e  no t uncom m on (in France) u n i
sex toilets. O ur coach, from  Gilles, was also 
very  com fortable and  th e  driver sy m p a
the tic  and helpful - tak ing  the  ‘scenic’ route

itff""x"I................................................................ i ......  " ' i p .  " •' i|§§flfiinSSS |
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La Coupole Restaurant

W izernes, a nearby village, bu t all Jo an ’s 
c a re fu lly  la id  p la n s  fo r th e  m eal w ere 
w asted. However, on arrival a t the  res ta u 
r a n t ,  s tra n g e ly  en o u g h , also ca lled  La 
Coupole, we were w arm ly  welcom ed and 
served a very  good th ree  course m eal w ith  
in tro d u c to ry  aperitif, w ine and  coffee. I t

on the  way there  so we could all see som e
th ing  of the  countryside.
Before we caugh t our P  & 0  ferry  back  a 
short visit was m ade to  Cite E urope where 
m any  of us m ade good use of th e  local 
Tesco and Carrefour shops.



Jfolhuni Wesley And Dover Methodists
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This year M ethodists have been ce leb ra t
ing th e  b ir th  of Jo h n  Wesley 300 years ago. 
I t  was on 24 May 1738 th a t  John , already 
ordained in the  A nglican Church, attended  
a m eeting in Aldersgate S treet, London and 
felt his h e a r t strangely  w arm ed. 6I felt I 
did tru s t in Christ, Christ alone for sa lva
tion  and an  assurance was given to  me th a t  
he had  tak en  away m y sins, even m ine, and 
saved me from  the  law of sin and d ea th .’ 
Shunned by the  established church for his 
views, John  took  to  preaching in the  open 
air and m ade the  world his parish.
He first came to  Dover in 1756 and e s tab 
lished the  first society here. T preached a t 
noon a t Dover to  a very  serious, b u t small, 
congregation. We afterw ards walked to  the 
Castle on the  top  of a m o un ta in ’ he w rote 
in  his jo u rn a l. H e cam e ag a in  in  1759, 
p reach in g  in  th e  recen tly  fin ished  ‘new  
room ’. In  th e  following year his b ro th er 
Charles preached in Biggin S treet and John  
m ade a n o th e r  v is it co m m en tin g , 4W ho 
would have expected to  find here some of 
the best singers in E ngland!’ He came again 
in  1764 and 1765 w hen he rebuked m em 
bers of his society who were still busy as 
smugglers! U ntil th en  th e  society had  been 
m eeting in a cooperage in Queen S treet, bu t 
th e n  s ta r te d  m eeting in  L im ekiln  S treet 
where tw o homes had  been knocked into 
one. V isiting again  in  1767 and  1768 he 
w rote, 4M any were obliged to  go away af
te r the house was filled.’ In  1770 he climbed 
Shakespeare Cliff 4 w ith  some d ifficu lty ’.

There were m ore visits betw een 1771 and 
1788. On his v isit in 1789 (a t the  age of 86) 
he recorded, 4The new house, large as it is, 
was far too sm all, so th a t  m any could no t 
get in ’. This referred  to  new  prem ises in 
E lizabeth  Square in  the  P ier D istrict. 
T h roughou t his life Wesley resisted calls to  
set up a separa te  M ethodist Church and 
expected his followers to  a tten d  services a t 
th e ir  parish  church. M ethodist m eetings 
w ere h e ld  a t  d if fe re n t tim e s  to  av o id  
clashes, b u t, following his d ea th  in 1791, 
his follow ers es tab lish ed  th e  M eth o d is t 
Church. Locally, a preaching place was es
tablished a t B uckland in 1806 and in 1810 
a W esleyan Chapel w as bu ilt a t  L ondon 
R oad (now Cairns the  chem ist). In  1823 St 
John ’s Chapel was bu ilt in  Middle Row in 
the  P ier D istric t by  a sp lin ter group. The 
E lizabeth  Square chapel proved to  be too 
sm all and in 1834 a new chapel was bu ilt
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in Snargate S treet n ex t to  the  G rand Shaft 
s ta ircase en trance . A no ther large chapel 
was bu ilt on th e  terrace in London Road. 
I t  provided the  first day school in Buck- 
land. The im posing building is still there, 
b u t no longer a church and is now called 
the  K ing’s H all. In  1850, S teriker F innis, 
th e  bu ilder o f Tower H am lets , gave th e  
W esleyans a site for a chapel, which closed

tive M ethodists - because th ey  felt th a t  the 
original sp irit of M ethodism  was being lost 
by the  Wesleyans. I t  was no t un til 1932 th a t 
they  were all reunited  in to  the  M ethodist 
Church we know today.
T he Prim itive M ethodists did no t appear 
in Dover un til 1848. T hey established small 
preaching places. One was in  R ound Tower 
Lane in the  P ier D istric t and ano ther was

River Methodist Church

for worship on 31 A ugust 2003. A t the  be
ginning of th e  20th  century, the  Wesleyans 
needed a church  in th e  tow n cen tre and 
bu ilt Wesley H all in the  Folkestone Road 
in 1910. I t  was destroyed during the  F irs t 
World W ar b u t was rebu ilt and dam aged 
aga in  du rin g  th e  Second W orld War. I t  
closed in the  1981 and is now the  Menzies 
H all, p a r t  of Dover College.
W ith in  30 years of Wesley’s dea th  m any 
of his followers had  form ed separate  M eth
odist Churches - the  M ethodist New Con
nexion, the  Bible Christians and th e  Prim i-

in a cowshed loft a t B rook S treet. There 
was a chapel in  S trond  L ane in th e  P ier 
D istric t by 1858. Yet ano ther chapel was 
bu ilt in Peter S treet in 1860 and th is was 
followed by ano ther in R ound Tower S treet 
in 1874, w hich had  to  m ake w ay for the  
railw ay in 1879. Com pensation m oney ena
bled Belgrave R oad chapel to  be b u ilt in 
1882. Yet a n o th e r  P rim itiv e  chapel was 
bu ilt, th e  M axton  T abernacle. Since th e  
Second W orld War, th e  S nargate  S treet, 
Belgrave R oad and M axton chapels have 
closed.



The London R oad church was bu ilt by  the  
‘P rim s’ in 1901 to  replace the  Peter S treet 
building. On 31 A ugust 2003, London Road 
M ethodist Church ceased to  ex ist as such, 
bu t began a new life as the  hom e of ‘The 
B eacon C hurch’ u n itin g  th e  m em bers of 
L o ndon  R oad , Tow er H am le ts  an d  th e  
U nited  Reform ed Church in a new venture. 
R iver M ethodist C hurch is still w ith  us. 
A pparen tly  a visiting M ethodist preacher 
spoke to  a sm all crowd outside T ritto n ’s 
bakery  in Com mon Lane in 1834 and when 
th e  R iv e r  W o rk h o u se  c lo sed  in  1836, 
Wesleyans moved in to  the  vacan t building 
(now R iver H ouse in  Valley Road) u n til 
they  were expelled in 1842. We know th a t  
a visiting preacher held services in a co t
tage n ex t to  the  Royal O ak in 1871. Serv
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ices were held subsequently  in tw o rooms 
in  a co ttage beh ind  th e  R oyal Oak. The 
chapel in Com mon Lane (now the  church 
hall) w as b u ilt on lan d  d o n a ted  by  Mr 
C hurchw ard of K earsney A bbey and was 
opened in 1876 a t a cost of £162 plus £80 
for th e  ad jo in ing  co ttage. T he ad jo in ing  
Lew isham  R oad site was acquired in 1935 
for a new church, b u t the  w ar intervened, 
The new church finally opened in 1956 and 
was soon followed by new school rooms for 
th e  expanding Sunday School. River M eth
odists and A nglican friends a t St P e te r’s in 
River enjoy a very  good relationship  and 
in tend  to  p u t it on a m ore form al footing. 
N ationally , th e  A nglican and  M ethod ist 
C hurches are renew ing  th e ir  e ffo rts  to  
unite . I th in k  Wesley would approve.

Dover and the 

118th century Sea Wolves
Zqr /v a n  Cjrefefn

In  the  18th cen tu ry  Dover was the  prem ier 
p o rt for cross channel ships, and th e  centre 
of m uch coastal seaborne traffic , p rinc i
pally  th e  d is trib u tio n  of goods from  the  
W estern  po rts  of F rance, S pain  and  the  
W estern M editerranean. These m iscellane
ous goods were im ported  by increasingly 
prosperous Dover m erchants and stored in 
bulk in the  w arehouses beside the  harbour. 
There were tw o shipyards, a small one deal
ing m ostly  w ith  runn ing  repairs, and the  
m anufactu re of ropes and rigging, and a 
large one producing sea-going ships, espe
cially th e  fam ous Dover fast and  nim ble 
sloops.
Besides leg itim ate enterprises there  were

o th e rs  o f q u es tio n a b le  legality . One of 
these yards was th e  hom e base of local p r i
vateers w hich preyed on French and S pan
ish ships in th e  Channel. Of these, one was 
owned and  o pera ted  by  a D over m ayor, 
John  Bazely. A privateer was distinguished 
from  a p ira te  by operating  under L etters 
of M arque, issued by the  sovereign, bu t this 
was only recognised in England. To o ther 
nations such a ship was only classed as, and 
dealt w ith, as a p irate . O thers, often called 
‘Sea Wolves’ were ju s t pirates, preying p rin 
cipally in the  A tlan tic  and off the  shores 
of ce n tra l and  so u th  A m erica, m uch  as 
D rake and F robisher had  done a couple of 
centuries earlier. These, for obvious reasons



could not usually  use large naval po rts  like 
London and P ortsm outh . Dover’s diverse 
ac tiv ities form ed a convenien t cover for 
b u ild ing  p ira te  ships and  rep a irin g  and  
provisioning them .

Spanish dom ination. H is activities were of
ficially frowned upon, b u t to lerated , by the  
B ritish  au thorities. He was a m ost success
ful p ira te , even cap tu ring  th e  Garao, the  
large Spanish treasure ship, and th is exploit

Speedy capturing Gamo

One such ship, bu ilt and often provisioned 
in Dover, was the  Speedy. A fast and very 
m anoeuvrab le  th ree -m asted  brig  of 158 
tons and carry ing  14 guns, the  largest be
ing a 14 pounder. She, like others of her 
type, was launched in Dover in June 1781 
a n d  w as th e  v e ry  f i r s t  c o m m a n d  o f 
Cochrane, know n as the  4Sea W olf’. L ater 
in  h is  c a re e r  he b e c a m e  a n  a d m ira l .  
Cochrane was a superb seam an, reckoned 
to  be superior in th is respect to  everyone 
except the  g reat A dm iral Nelson himself. 
He preyed on French and Spanish ships and 
was in stru m en ta l in helping to  free central 
an d  so u th  A m eric an  se ttle m e n ts  from

is shown in the  painting.
N ote th a t  he ram m ed the  Gamo am idships, 
a favourite m anoeuvre of th e  very  early  
Dover Cinque P o rt seam en, a tac tic  only 
possible by  a fine cap ta in , a good crew, and 
a superbly handling ship.
The crews of such ships received no wages, 
bu t were given a share in the  boo ty  cap
tu red  from  successful raids. M any a local 
inn and small business was financed by such 
adventures. Indeed, it was one of the  very  
few ways in w hich an  o rd inary  sailor could 
ever acquire any cap ita l to  set up in busi
ness for himself.
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Glimpses of the past

1915-1917 E xperien ce  w ith  P r in t
A n o th e r  e x t ra c t  from  th e  m em ories of 
Budge Adam s.
I have said earlier th a t  1915 was a year of 
g reat significance for me and it is certain  
th a t  our r e tu rn  to  C astle S tre e t set th e  
p a tte rn  of m y adu lt life. The shortage of 
s ta ff  resulting  from  m y half-b ro ther and 
C harles S o u th e y  going o ff to  w ar an d  
‘N im ble’ B u rto n  being called up for w ar 
service early in 1916 was m ore th a n  critical. 
I t  left m y fa the r alm ost on his own (a frail 
Miss Wells w as still w ith  him ) and  in  a 
business such as ours, w ith  its dual base, 
one m an w orking alm ost alone canno t earn  
enough to  suppo rt a family. And so I began 
working in the  shop - if  w hat I did can be 
so described. W hether I was pressed into 
it, persuaded or enticed I canno t rem em ber
- I like to  th in k  th a t  I w ent in to  it of m y 
own volition.
By the  end of 1915, a t 6 years old, I was 
capable of doing Miss W ells’s job, feeding 
the  hand-striker ru ling  m achine, and to  do 
so I stood on a box nine or ten  inches high. 
In  no sense w as th is  th e  ex p lo ita tio n  of 
child labour; it was an  ac tiv ity  requiring  
o n ly  a m o d e ra te  d e g re e  o f m a n u a l 
d e x te r i ty  an d  it  w as so m e th in g  th a t  I 
w an te d  to  do. I ‘w o rk e d ’ in  very  sh o r t 
snatches, ten  m inutes or so a t a tim e, and 
th is  also  su ite d  m y a ilin g  f a th e r  w ho 
am ongst his o ther jobs was the  pen ruler. 
As he becam e more and more unwell the 
w ork he as able to  do becam e less and less 
and the  business th u s declined un til it was 
forced to  close down. The w orkshops below 
the  living quarte rs  th en  again becam e m y 
p la y g ro u n d  an d  so co n tin u e d  u n ti l  we

opened up again  a fte r Charlie S ou they ’s 
re tu rn  from  the  war.
D uring th is tim e I would play w ith  quads 
and spaces on a ‘stone’ in the  com p shop, 
m ostly  bu ild ing  castles and  g e ttin g  m y 
fingers very  black w ith  the  lead of which 
the  quads were m ade and the  ink  - black, 
of course - th a t  adhered to  them . Very soon 
I w as aw are  o f th e  in te r -re la tio n s h ip s  
w ith in  th e  ‘A m erican ’ p o in ts  sy stem  (I 
questioned  w hy it w as called ‘A m erican’ 
when it was used in England. ~  la ter I knew 
w hy) an d  also th a t  p ea rl an d  m ignon , 
burgoise, brevier, g reat- and  longprim er, 
pica and double-pica, type sizes th a t  had  
been used for hundreds of years, had  no 
in te r - r e la t io n s h ip  a n d  w ere  b y  th e n  
anachronism s, though  I am  sure I d idn’t  
th en  know either the  m eaning or the  use 
of th a t  word. My father, I am  sure, realised 
the  value of all th is and could see th a t  I 
was subconsciously absorbing m uch of the  
knowledge th a t  w ould be so necessary to  
me in the  life th a t  was, apparently , already 
m apped out for me. W hen m y fa th e r could 
again get about, he ta u g h t me to  set type 
and to  find the  ‘n ick’ in  the  le tte r w ithou t 
lo o k in g  for i t  so t h a t ,  a g a in  w i th o u t  
lo o k in g , I co u ld  p u t  th e  le t te r  in  th e  
com posing stick  b o th  r ig h t w ay up and  
righ t w ay round.
T he box I used to  s ta n d  on to  feed th e  
ruling m achine, abou t tw o feet square and 
say ten  inches high, had  a hinged lid and 
was know n as the  ‘S tationery  B ox’ and it 
contained the  shop’s entire stock of visiting 
and m em orial cards in all th e ir sizes and 
varieties. L ater m y fa the r bough t a lovely



m ahogany cupboard  w ith  five shelves and 
panelled doors and the  nam e was upgraded  
to  ‘S ta tionery  C upboard’. I t  had  originally 
been a cupboard for the storage of revolvers 
and signal pistols in a sh ip’s cap ta in ’s cabin, 
and was recovered from  a ship being broken 
up by the  Stanlee Shipbreaking Com pany 
at E ast Cliff, Dover. A t th a t  tim e the  nam es 
‘E aste rn  Docks and ‘W estern D ocks’ had  
n o t been invented. Som etim es th e  easte rn  
a rea  w as re fe rre d  to  as th e  ‘A d m ira lty  
D ockyard ,’ b u t m ostly  the  te rm  used was 
‘The D ockyard’. The cupboard  was fixed 
to  th e  w all im m ed ia te ly  inside th e  old 
fo rw ard ing  shop, th e  b ack  room  on th e  
ground floor a t No. 37. For m any years I 
kep t th e  ‘S ta tionery  B ox’ because of m y 
sen tim en tal a ttac h m e n t to  it. I t  was the 
firs t item  of anc illary  eq u ipm en t I ever 
used to  help me to  do a job  and although  it 
was still a t Castle S treet w hen I re tu rned  
from  the  war, I lost sight of it and don’t  
know w hat becam e of it.
Tow ards th e  end of 1915 th e re  began  a 
chap ter of accidents th a t  was to  have far 
reaching effects on the  fam ily business. The 
young w om an who worked for us and whose 
nam e I canno t now recall, left th e  firm  ‘to 
go in to  m unitions’. E arly  in 1916 ‘N im ble’ 
B u rton  was called up and tow ards th e  end 
of th a t  year Miss Wells died. My fa ther was 
th u s  le f t  to  m a n a g e  a lo n e , a n d  w ith  
d isastrous results. H e worked hard  and  for 
long hours in an  effort to  support his fam ily 
and around ab o u t M arch 1917 w hen I was 
a p p ro a c h in g  e ig h t y e a rs  o f ag e , he 
collapsed and spent the  nex t tw o years on 
a sick bed. Possibly th e  skills of m odern  
m edical science would no t now allow th is 
to  happen  b u t it appears th a t  a t th a t  tim e 
‘th e  s ta te  o f th e  a r t ’ lo o k e d  u p o n  
re tirem en t to  bed as norm al. To th is day I 
do no t know the  actual natu re  of his illness

though  in la ter years m y m other, w ithou t 
a c tu a lly  say ing  w h a t it  w as, im plied  it 
resulted from  gross over-working w ithou t 
any assistance.
To me it was doubly trag ic because though  
I still played in the  shop I was forbidden to  
move or operate any piece of m achinery  - 
my one desire - and an  eagle eye was kep t 
on me to  prevent me ‘pie-ing’ a case of type. 
B u t then , as m y m other becam e m ore and 
m ore occupied w ith  looking afte r a very  
sick husband  I was left very  m uch to  m y 
own devices. I w onder if m y fa ther w orried 
him self about w hat I was doing in the  shop 
below. I can ’t  rem em ber doing an y th in g  
particu la rly  catastroph ic b u t I was really  
learn ing  th e  whys and  th e  w herefores of 
paper and ink, of type  and ru ling  pens and 
leather and glues and all the  th ings covered 
by the  wide diversity  of activ ities in the  
workshop of a jobbing printer and bookbinder. 
W hilst sick in  bed m y fa th e r  con trac ted  
pleurisy and a t one tim e his life was in the  
balance. D r K ent, who daily  m onitored m y 
f a th e r ’s c o n d itio n , ca lled  one d ay  an d  
finding him  very  sick, took  off his coat, his 
w a is tc o a t ,  h is  c o l la r  a n d  a l t e r n a t e ly  
m assaged and w atched his patien t. I know 
little  of the  facts of pleurisy, or indeed of 
an y  o th e r  illness, b u t as I w a tc h ed  D r 
K en t’s d iligen t and  ex h a u stin g  efforts I 
realised he was saving m y fa th e r’s life.
M y m o th e r  k e p t th e  d o c to r going w ith  
frequent shots of whiskey and I can see him  
now, after all th is tim e, flopped back  in an 
a rm c h a ir , s h a t te re d  (e x h a u s te d  is th e  
proper w ord), afte r th is  very  long period 
of in te n se  p h y s ic a l an d  m e n ta l e ffo rt. 
Always m y fa th e r had  a half-bo ttle  each 
of D u n v ille ’s Y.R. I r is h  W h isk ey  an d  
H olland’s De K uyper’s Gin a t his bedside 
b u t th is was the  only occasion w hen I saw 
either bo ttle  touched.
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A L e tte r  f r o m  India
con tribu ted P etter BurviHef

This is a tran sc rip t of a le tte r passed on to  
me, as th e  Old P harosians’ Society A rchi
v ist, by John  H  T urnpenny  Esq. of Dover. 
The le tte r was sent to  his m other Miss Lily 
Valentine Vass by Geoffrey Coombs.
As ex-pupils of the  Dover C ounty School 
they  are bo th  Old P harosians. T h a t is 4old 
boys’ of w hat is now th e  Dover G ram m ar 
School for Boys. L ily  was a t th e  School 
from  1905 to  1912 and was aw arded a BA 
degree by Bedford College, London U niver
sity, in 1915. Geoffrey was a t the  School 
from  1908 to  1912. A fter nearly  six years 
w ar service, in the  E ast, Geoffrey was dis
charged during 1918 from  the  In d ian  A rm y 
as a 2nd L ieutenant. In  1923 he was aw arded 
a BA degree by Liverpool University.
The Pharos, referred to  on page 2 of the 
letter, was the  School m agazine w hich was

published for m any  decades, b u t sadly no 
longer. The 4cheels’ referred to  on page 4, 
are th e  b irds of p rey  also called p a ria h  
kites. Mr. Tom linson (page 6) was a m a th 
em atics teacher a t the  School. HMS N ata l 
(page 6) suffered a m agazine explosion on 
H ogm anay 1915 in the  C rom arty  F irth  and 
over 300 lives were lost. According to  the  
J a n u a r y  1998 re c o lle c tio n s  o f  M rs. 
Turnpenny, 4The Well’ (see page 8) was a 
1st floor classroom, in the  Ladywell bu ild 
ing, referred to  as such because one stepped 
down in to  it.
The le tte r  is w ritten  on headed paper of 
the  l-4 th  The Buffs (E. K. R.). The origi
nal was offered to  the  Buffs M useum b u t 
they  did no t respond. A copy is lodged in 
th e  Old P h a ro s ian s’ archives, w hilst th e  
orig inal has been  deposited  in  th e  E a s t

K ent Archive Centre a t W hitfield.
Page 1.
L/cpl G. Coombs
No 2275
“D ” Com pany
1- 4 th  The Buffs (E. K. R.).
B areilly  
Ind ia  21/3/1916 
D ear Lily,
I t  is a m a tte r  of considerable difficulty  to  sit down afte r so m any m onths to  pen a 
missive to  you. I t  is no t the  lack of news or item s of in terest w hich m ake th is d ifficulty  
bu t ra th e r  the  m ethod of procedure. You to ld  me w hen last I saw you in Dover th a t  I 
was to  w rite to  you occasionally, b u t I often th in k  th a t  you have forgotten  m y existence 
and will resent me w riting  in the  fam iliar tone w hich the  com m encem ent of th is  le tte r 
seems to  indicate. W hat m akes me th in k  th is  so likely to  be the  case is th a t  I have 
already w ritten  to  you, ju s t twelve m onths ago. I w onder if you ever received th a t  
letter. I should like first of all to  offer my congratu lations on the  success you ob tained



in your B. A. exam ination . You see your fam e has spread even 
Page 2.
to  th is out-of-the-w ay spot. A friend sent me a copy of the  Pharos w herein I read of 
your success. Of necessity th is  le tte r m ust be m ainly  of m yself and m y doings and 
w hat little  I have to  say m ay be of in te rest to  you b u t if no t, it will come in  the  w ay of 
a diversion afte r your labours.
A fter an  uneventfu l voyage we arrived a t Mhow on D ecem ber 4 th  1914. How long ago 
th a t  seems. H ere we stayed 8 m onths. As soon as the  novelty of the  strange people & 
scenes had  w orn away, we becam e w holly m iserable, p a r tly  perhaps due to  hom e 
sickness b u t m ainly due to  the  restrictions and hard  conditions of garrison duty. All 
my pre-form ed notions of the  m ystic E as t were soon dispelled w hen I saw th e  filth  of 
the  bazars, th e  indescribable squalor am ong the  native hab ita tions, the  filthy  
Page 3.
hab its  of the  people, the  servitude of the  wom en and th e  general stench w hich seems to  
a ttac h  to  all the  natives and the ir ways. Mhow is a second class hill s ta tio n  in  the  Indore 
state . I t  is situa ted  abou t tw o thousand  feet above sea level & for miles around  the  
volcanic n a tu re  of the  ea rth  is so prevalen t th a t  only here & there  is th e  ground cu lti
vated  & p lan ted  w ith  w heat & co tton , a very  p re tty  w ater fall w ith  the  m usical nam e of 
Pate l P an i (Falling w ater), is the  only place of in te rest w orth  visiting. I did v isit the  
ancient, un inhab ited  city  of M andu, where stands one of th e  finest exam ples of Af
ghan arch itectu re ex ta n t in Ind ia. P ath s have been cu t th rough  th e  jungle to  all the  
buildings. A t the  end of Ju ly  we left Ind ia  for active service a t Aden. I canno t tell you 
m uch of the  operations there  as our le tte rs are still p artia lly  censored.
Page 4.
We w ent in to  action on tw o occasions only, sustain ing a few casualties, b u t as the  
General said we fought in a w aterless desert under th e  m ost try in g  conditions found 
in any p a r t of the  globe. We m arched in places up to  our knees in sand w ith  the  
tem peratu re  over 120’ in the  shade. There was no grow th of any kind bar shrub  and I 
m arvel to  th is day how I arrived back  in the  trenches alive afte r walking m ore th a n
20 miles w ith  practically  no rest. On th e  second occasion we were shelled for over 7 
hours while lying in the  open desert. We did garrison w ork in Aden as well. Aden 
itself is easily described being th e  resu lt of a volcanic erup tion . The rocks rise to  a 
highest po in t of 1900 feet, and  are absolutely  destitude (sic) of any th ing  b u t the  
scantiest vestige of vegetation. O nly sea birds and cheels 
Page 5.
dom inate the  air. The sea surrounds Aden on th ree sides and provides em ploym ent 
for hundreds of fisherm en. Sharks infest the  w aters so th a t  very little  ba th ing  can be 
indulged in. Conditions were such th a t  we spent on the  average th ree  n igh ts a week 
lying on the  h a rd  rock or sand. Those of us who were in the  trenches were b e tte r off 
as we could sleep m ost n ights on native beds (charpoys) to  the  rear of the  en trench 
m ents. A fter th is  you can guess we were glad w hen we heard  we were going to  Ind ia 
for a rest. So here we are again. Basically rem inds me of W aldershire Park. English
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flowers grow in the  G ardens and these, toge ther w ith  In d ian  flora, rem ind me of Old 
E ngland m ore th a n  any th ing  I have m et. The w hite population  here is no t large b u t 
very  d is tan t to  a Tommy.
Page 6.

1 have only spoken to  tw o w hite ladies since I left E ngland. D oubtless by now you are 
fed up w ith  the  “ I ” , “ I ” , 44I ” of th is missive. I should very m uch like to  hear from  
you & learn  of your doings, p as t and fu ture , I have w ritten  to  Mr. Tomlinson m onths 
ago & have had  no reply. I begin to  th in k  th a t  I have done som ething wrong. I 
suppose I ought to  have been killed or seriously in jured  by now & th a t  m ay be the 
cause of the  trouble. On Ja n u a ry  1st of th is  year m y b ro ther lost his life on the 
occasion of the  destruc tion  of the  4N a ta l’ by 44in te rnal explosion” while in harbour. I 
have ano ther b ro ther a t sea besides m y Dad. I f  you look upon the  m ap you will find 
th a t  Bareilly is in the  U nited  Provinces, some few miles to 
Page 7.
the  east of Delhi. The hea t is very  oppressive here in the  sum m er which necessitates 
the  sick going to  the  H ill sta tion , R aniklet. So far I have enjoyed the  best of hea lth  
and am  one of the  few m en in the  b a tta lio n  who has escaped infection. M alaria is a 
very  com m on fever & few have missed catching it. I hope shortly  to  go away on leave 
and shall of course v isit the  Taj M ahal a t A gra & the  historic sights of Lucknow, 
Cawnpore & Delhi. There were no B ritish  Troops in Bareilly w hen the  m utiny  broke 
out. The native troops revolted & m urdered m any of the  E uropeans residing here.
The Church contains in teresting  m em orials to  m any of th e  fallen. I t  is no use be
m oaning one’s fate b u t a t tim es we do get h eartily  fed up w ith  life. A fter parade 
hours we have no th ing  to  do & no where to  go. We have to
Page 8.

m ake our own am usem ents & the  hours betw een nightfall & “ lights o u t” are th e  m ost 
m iserable of all. I do no t believe we shall go hom e before the  end of the  w ar and we 
p ray  w ith  thousands of o thers th a t  the  end m ay be soon. I do no t th in k  I shall ever 
settle down to the  hum -drum  of the  life I led before the  war. The old m anner of 
th ings does no t appeal to  me a t all. I hope you get th is  le tte r b u t even as I w rite I feel 
th a t  th is missive m ay go as tray  as the  last did. I have heard  from  W. G. S tu a rt 
M orris. You rem em ber him  of course. H e has been in F rance m any m onths, & when 
last I heard  was a t Boulogne. I often th in k  of the  old days in The Well and wish I 
were sitting  w ith  you. I w hiling away the  tim e looking a t the  p ictures, you sw otting 
a t - all sorts of things.
Yours Very Sincerely 
Geoffrey Coombs
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The Dover Society website
www. do versociety. homestead, com 

Please visit the site.
Read reports on meetings,check the programme of events 

Your comments and observation would be appreciated.
Our website has been sponsored by

_ Out or 425 search engines 
The Trophy Shop i P f  using the key words ‘Dover

Engraving Specialists Society Kent’ our website
( See advert) l i p !  appeared first on 98 search

Dover websites: engines
> Charlton Shopping Centre: - www.charltonshopping.co.uk
> Dover Carnival: - www.dovercamival.homestead.com
> Dover Castle: - www.dover-castle-friends.org
> Dover District Council: -  www.dover.gov.uk
> Dover Hospital Fete: - www.doverhospitalfete.homestead.com
> Dover Operatic Society: -  www.dods.org.uk
> Dover Pageant: -  www.doverpageant.co.uk
> Dover Topsy:- www.topsy.demon.co.uk
> Dover Town Centre Management: -  www.dovertcm.homestead.com
> Dover Town Council: - www.dovertown.com
> Dover Web: - www.doverweb.co.uk
> Gateway Hospital Radio: - www.ghbs.org.uk 
Venturing outside Dover:
Kent County Council: - www.kenttourism.co.uk
Kent Federation of Amenity Societies: - www.kfas.org.uk

Contact the editor, Mike McFarnell or a member of the committee 
if you want more information.

4 Harold Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1SF 
Tel: 01304 201711 

Email: mmcfarnell@hotmail.com

http://www.charltonshopping.co.uk
http://www.dovercamival.homestead.com
http://www.dover-castle-friends.org
http://www.dover.gov.uk
http://www.doverhospitalfete.homestead.com
http://www.dods.org.uk
http://www.doverpageant.co.uk
http://www.topsy.demon.co.uk
http://www.dovertcm.homestead.com
http://www.dovertown.com
http://www.doverweb.co.uk
http://www.ghbs.org.uk
http://www.kenttourism.co.uk
http://www.kfas.org.uk
mailto:mmcfarnell@hotmail.com


1 ' With Thanks 
and Seasonal Greetings 

to all our Advertisers

l i a b e r C a s h e r y
Alterations,

Repairs,
Braid, Ribbons, 

Threads and Beads, 
Sequins,

Wool, Dyes,
Needles etc.

18 High St 
Dover CT17 9QR 

Tel: 0779 687 1021

r f t n e  A r t s  s t ^
Q jd S ^ ^Iq

SPECIALISTS in the 
CONSERVATION and RESTORATION 

of FINE ART, PRINTS, DRAWINGS 
and

WATERCOLOURS for MUSEUMS, 
GALLERIES, TRADE and 

PRIVATE CLIENTS

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE 
TRADITIONAL ENGLISH HAND

MADE 
FRAMES TO ORDER 

HAND DECORATED MOUNTS

Contact Deborah Colam on 
01 3 0 4  2 0 6 3 6 0

Cngltstf) 3&egtaurant
(Fully Licensed)

Proprietors: Roger & Pauline M ar pies

Traditional & Game Dishes 
Evening Meals: Tuesdays - Saturdays

Vegetarian Dishes 

Over 100 different wines 

Single vineyard brandies & vintage port

Open a t 18.30 w ith  last orders a t 21.30

91 High Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1EB
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Newsletter Binders
Are now available 

at £4.48 each. 
Contact the editor at

5 East Cliff,
Dover, CT16 1 LX 

Tel: 205254

THE TROPHY SHOP
Engraving Specialists

Medals ~ Awards ~ Glass ~ Sports 

Supplies

33 London Road, Dover 
Phone: 01304 210586

A. SIMMONDS
THE JEW ELLERS OF THE SOUTH E A S T

FOR

EXCLUSIVE JEWELLERY, D ESIRABLE  
WATCHES AND  SPARKLING SERVICE

YOUR IDEAS AND DESIGNS CAN BE CREATED 
IN  OUR OWN JEWELLERY WORKSHOP

ROLEX WATCHES PURCHASED FOR CASH

REPAIRS A N D  RESTORATIONS TO 
JEWELLERY, CLOCKS A N D  WATCHES

“SIMPLY THE BEST”
DOVER • DEAL  • FOLKESTONE  • H Y T H E  • C AN TERBU RY  • ASHFORD
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R e g e n c y
in d e p e n d e n t finan cia l a d v iso rs

Personal Financial Planning &
Business Financial Planning

Investments 
Pensions 

Life Insurance 
Savings

Proprietor: Barry Williams MLIA(dip)

T e l :  0 1 3 0 4  2 1 3 9 0 2
Fax: 0 1304 2 16270 Email: advice@regency-ifa.co.uk 

15, Effingham Crescent, Dover, Kent C T I 7 9RH
A  member of The Kestrel Network which is regulated by the Financial Services

Authority

The FSA do not regulate all forms of the products or services we provide.

52 Castle Street, Dover • 01304 202194 or 0800 035 2024

ONE OF DOVER’S FINEST RESTAURANTS & BEST KEPT SECRET

L oca lly  caught FISH , includ ing  D O V E R  S O L E  when ava ilab le , 

also S T E A K S , VEG ETARIAN  D ISH E S  & CHEF'S S P E C IA L S

Smoking & Non-Smoking Dining

E n suite B E D  & B R E A K FA ST  from  £43 per room  per n igh t

B A R /R E S T A U R A N T  O P E N :
L ig h t L unch: M onday-F riday  12-2.30pm  

A La C arte  D inner: M onday-S unday  from  6pm
__________________________ (last orders for food 9.45pm)__________________________

mailto:advice@regency-ifa.co.uk


37

Britannia 
Coaches

BRITANNIA HOUSE 
HOLLOWOOD ROAD 

DOVER CT17 OUB

Tel: 01304 228111 
Fax: 01304 215350

8 - 1 6  seat 
L uxury  Minicoaches

W heelchair-accessible 
vehicles available

mowll & mowll
solicitors

THE LAW FIRM
34 & 36 Castle Street 

Dover Kent CT16 IPN 

Telephone 01304 240250 

Fax 01304 240040 

Email Enquiries@mowll.co.uk

[ M O M S

WHY SUFFER?
BACK PAIN • SCIATICA • ARTHRITIC PAIN • BRONCHITIS • ASTHMA 
HEADACHE • STRESS - NECK & SHOULDER TENSION ' NECK PAIN 

REPETITIVE STRAIN INJURY (RSI) • PREGNANCY • MENOPAUSE 
POST-SURGICAL PAIN • SPORTS INJURY - JOINT/MUSCLE STRAIN 

(HIPS, LEGS, KNEES, ANKLES, FEET, WRISTS, ELBOWS 
SHOULDERS, ARMS, RIBS, ETC)

Dover Osteopathic Clinic
61 Castle Avenue, Dover,
Kent C T16 1EZ

Tel/Fax: 01304 214686
Paul Strutt BSc. (Hons). Ost. Med. D.O. Registered Osteopath

w w w .osteopaths-dover.co.uk

mailto:Enquiries@mowll.co.uk
http://www.osteopaths-dover.co.uk


38

Situated at the United K ingdom ’s closest po in t to Continental 

Europe, the Port o f  Dover is a vital lin k  fo r  tourism and trade.

Over 21 m illion passengers, three" a nd  - a - ha I f  m illion cars and  

165? 000 coaches pass through the port on its ferry  services to 

Calais in  1997. A dded to that, over 1.6 m illion freight vehicles 

used the port’s freight services to Calais and Zeebrugge carrying 

about 40 per cent o f  the U K ’s non-fuel trade with m ain land  

Europe.

B u t the p o r t’s record year d id  not end there. D over became 

N orthern  E urope’s busiest cruise port fo r  tu rnaround  calls 

handling 128 visits involving more than 140, 000 passengers. 

I ts  m arina  enjoyed record numbers o f  visitors and  its cargo 

term inal consolidation in  the fresh  fru it  and vegetable markets.

Dover - a leading light in  the European ports and  sh ipping  

industry.

P O R T  O F

DOVER

DOVER HARBOUR BOARD • HARBOUR HOUSE • DOVER • KENT CT17 9BU 
TELEPHONE 01304 240400 • FAX 01304 240465 • WEBSITE www.doverport.co.uk

http://www.doverport.co.uk
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Clfjam Antiques
------------- ♦ -------------

Country Furniture 
A rchitectural Antiques

♦
O riginal Georgian, V ictorian 

and E dw ard ian  Fireplaces
♦

G arden S ta tu a ry  etc.
♦

Tin p la te  toys 
Trains (specialising in 40 ’ gauge) 

The High Street, Elham  
Near Canterbury, Kent 

Telephone: 01303 840085 
Open:

Tuesday to  S atu rday  10.00am - 5.30pm 
Closed Sunday and M onday

Serendipity
A ntiques

We buy  and  sell 
A n tique  Ceramics 

P ic tu res 
C handeliers

Specialists in  an tique  
S taffordshire and  Q uim per

125 High Street, Deal CT14 6DU 
Tel: 01304 369165 (shop) 

01304 366536 (home) 
email: dipityantiques@ aol.com

Dover A rts & 
Picture Framing

(Inc . Cheryl Culver Gallery)
16 Cannon S tr e e t  

Dover, K e n t CT16 1BZ 
Tel: 01304 241405/241236

We have a large selection of 
greetings cards showing scenes of 
Dover and  th e  finest range of fine 

a r t  cards in  th e  area.
We specialise in  originals and

p rin ts  of Dover.
A  very high standard o f picture 

fram ing  and advice is offered to all o f our 
customers so please do call and see us.

C.C. Tavlor A .R .i .c .s .
❖----------------j ------------------ ♦

Chartered Surveyor

□  P lanning  & Design Service 

□  E xtensions & Conversions 

□  New Buildings 

□  R efurb ishm ent

□  S tru c tu ra l Surveys

Please call:

(01304) 822217
91 Lew isham  R oad, 
River, Dover,
K ent CT17 0PA

mailto:dipityantiques@aol.com


Elms Vale 
Cleaners

for quality  and service

• D ry  Cleaning
• Full L aund ry  Service
• Express S h irt Service
• Carpets & Soft Furnishings
• L inen ren ta l

D over 20 Pencester Road
Tel: 01304 201054

D eal  14 K ing S treet
Tel: 01304 381775

F aversham

L aundry

29 A sh fo rd  R oad  
Tel: 01795 533413

Tel 01304 201994 Fax 01304 240117 
E-mail: Spain_Brothers_Dover@compuserve.com

S  SPAIN BROTHERS
the chartered accountants with connections

Count us in your plans for growth, 
reorganisation, mergers, acquisitions, 

financing and tax planning

You don’t have to change your accountants 
to talk to us

CH A RLTO N
S H O P P IN G

CHARLTON SHOPPING 
CENTRE

High  Street, Dover, CT16 ITT

Shops 
9am - 5.30pm 

Car Park 
7.30am - 6.30pm

Monday - Saturday

contact: Tel (01304) 212268
Mr Ron Dryden Fax (01304) 214639

M a n a g e r

TROSLEY 
INDUSTRIAL 

PLASTICS

PLA STIC  VACUUM

01304 211411

S upporting  th e  Dover Society

WAN T E D
Blankets and thin Duvets

required for making coats 
for Rescued Dogs 

Please phone Kate Johnson 
01304 203895

mailto:Spain_Brothers_Dover@compuserve.com


Programme 20)04

M em bers and guests are welcome at all m eetings except
the A nnual General M eeting w hich is for m em bers only

Ja n u a ry  19 Speakers: K irk A lexander: W hite Cliffs Countryside P ro ject
M onday 7.30 K eith  P arfitt: W oodnesborough Gold Cup

F ebruary  16 Wine & W isdom w ith  Clive Taylor
M onday 7.30 A pplication Form  enclosed.

M arch 15 Speakers: M artin  Lloyd: 1. W ithou t let or hindrance,
M onday 7.30 The sto ry  of passports

2. Paper Mill B rief

April 19 AGM
M onday 7.30 Speaker M artyn  W ebster: Dover’s Alien Clerks

Sum m er May, June, July. A ugust and Septem ber
O utings D etails in April N ew sletter

October 25 Speakers: Mike Dawson: P lann ing  for Dover
M onday 7.30 Jon  Iveson: F u tu re  of the  W estern H eights

Novem ber 15 Speaker: L ynn Young
M onday 7.30 B rainsto rm ing

D ecem ber C hristm as Feast

All Indoor M eetings are held a t S t M ary ’s P arish  Centre

P ark ing  a t S tem brook



DOVER 
COUNSELLING 

CENTRE

CONFIDENTIAL 
COUNSELLING 

SERVICES 
0 1 3 0 4  204123  
for all enquiries
9 St James’s Street 

Dover Kent CT16 1QD
www. d o ve rcc. o rg. u k

Charity No 800988 Reg. Com. No. 2334448

chartered architect 

and art services

Flint House, 53 Church Hill, Shepherdswell, 
N r Dover, Kent CT I5  7NR 

Tel: 01304 830330

MUSEUM:
Open Easter and Bank 
Holidays, then end of 
May to early September 
2.00pm to 5.00pm. 
Closed Mondays & 
Tuesdays

The Pines Garden & 
\ S t  M argaret's M useum

Beach Road, St Margaret’s Bay
Tel: 01304 852764 

GARDEN:
Open Daily and 
Weekends throughout 
the year.
10.00am to 5.00pm. 
Closed on Christmas 
Day

Field’s Secretarial S ervices
18 Castle Street. D over C T16 I P W  Tel: 2 1 5761 / 2 13072

THE COPY SHOP THAT CARES
TYPING /  WORD PROCESSING 

DESK TOP PUBLISHING
We are tlie specialists for: 

C V s  (all professions) 
Company Overspill/Confidential Reports 
Manuscripts, Theses & General Typing
We guarantee continuity and reliability with, all 

projects confidentially, speedily and accurately completed.
R e g is te r e d  u n d e r  th e  D a ta  P r o te c tio n  A.et - y o u r  in fo r m a tio n  is s a fe  in  o u r  H an ds.

PHOTOCOPYING
CANON LASER COLOUR

FOR SUPERB COPIES OF PHOTOS, SLIDES, PRINTS ETC. 
GLOSSY COLOUR COPIES ALSO AVAILABLE

AO PLANS /  DRAWINGS
DAYGLO POSTERS TO DOUBLE CROWN

LAMINATING UP TO A 1
Printed by A.R. Adams & Sons (printers) Ltd, Dour Street, Dover


