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r  The Objectives of^] 
the Dover Society

founded in 1988.

• to  p rom ote h igh  standards of 
planning and  architecture

• to  in te rest an d  in fo rm  the 
public in  the  geography, 
history, archaeology, na tu ra l 
h isto ry  an d  arch itec tu re of 
the area

• to  secure th e  preservation, 
protection , developm ent and 
im provem ent o f features o f 
h isto ric  o r public in te rest

• and  com m itm ent to the belief 
th a t a  good en v ironm en t is
a good investm ent.

The area  we cover com prises 
the  parishes o r wards of 
Barton, Buckland, Castle, 
Lydden, Tem ple Ewell,
M axton, P ineham , Pitory,
River, St. Radigund’s, Tbwn & 
P ier an d  Tbwer Ham lets.

All m em bers receive th ree 
Newsletters a vear an d  in  each 
year th e  C om m ittee organises 
about te n  in teresting  events -  
talks, tours, visits, M em bers' 
M eetings an d  usually  a 
C hristm as Feast.

T he Societv gives Awards for
im provem ents to the  area, 
m on ito rs p la n n in g  proposals 
a n d  supports, jo in s  in  o r 
in itia tes  civic p ro jec ts an d
arts  events. J

Editorial.
Before I introduce m yself as the new  editor 

I would like to thank  Merril for the m any 
years tha t she has devoted to producing 

one of the best society new sletters in  print. I am  
sure that all of the m em bers wish h e r  well, bu t 
although standing down as the editor Merril 
in tends to rem ain  an  active member.

Just a few words about m e by way of an 
introduction, m y nam e is Alan Lee and I am  
m arried  and have one young daughter. I was 
born  in  Dover in  1947 and apart from  w hen I 
served in  the Arm y I have m ainly lived and 
worked in  the town. C urrently I w ork for the 
Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment and Q ueen’s 
Regiment M useum  based w ithin Dover Castle. 
H aving nev e r before a ttem p ted  to ed it a 
new sletter I hope tha t I can continue to produce 
one that keeps up  the high standards tha t are 
w orthy of the Dover Society.

The last indoor m eeting was the sixteenth 
A nnual General M eeting of the Society held  on 
18th April a t St. M ary’s Parish Centre. Details of 
the m eeting are given in  the N ewsletter together 
w ith the Treasurer’s annual financial report. It is 
hoped th a t m em bers will continue to fully 
support the “Gift Aid” schem e as this is of a real 
benefit to the society and at no extra cost for the 
individual, so please do sign the form. After the 
interval and the raffle, the best ever, the speaker 
was Philip Robinson on "French as she is Sung”. 
The audience was taken by  surprise at som e of 
the unusual facts th a t em erged from  the talk. A 
full account appears in  the Newsletter.

In this edition special congratulations m ust 
go to the W estern H eights Preservation Society 
for the hard  w ork in  opening up the Heights this 
summ er. Also to all involved in  the organisation 
o f the Dover Pageant, a  m ost enjoyable day out. 
May these events, and m any sim ilar ones in  the 
area, continue to enhance and broaden our way 
o f life.

By the tim e this edition appears th ree of the 
sum m er outings will have taken place, the trips 
to Chartwell, H ythe and Chatham  Dockyard. As



usual all trips w ere well organised by  Joan 
Liggett and thoroughly enjoyed by  all who 
attended.

Later th is m onth  is the trip  to London, 
there are som e seats still available b u t to 
avoid any  disappointm ent please book 
w ith Joan  as soon as possible on 01304 
214886. You will also find  inc luded  
booking form s for the Septem ber visit to 
St. Omer, the  200th A nniversary  of 
Trafalgar D inner an d  D ance an d  the 
Christm as Feast. These are all likely to 
prove to be very  popular so it is advisable 
to secure your place by  contacting Joan  as 
soon as possible.

August also sees the Dover Regatta 
followed closely by  the Dover Rowing 
Club Regatta. October th en  sees the re tu rn  
o f our indoor m eetings w ith the speaker 
H arry Ward enlightening us on Captain

Cook. For N ovem ber we have Councillor 
Richard King on "The Future of Kent" 
always a concern  for m ost m em bers.

As very m uch the new  boy on the 
team  I will w elcom e any com m ents or 
constructive criticism  on the Newsletter. 
T he com m ittee  are always recep tive 
towards any ideas or suggestions as to 
speakers for the m eetings or destinations 
for society outings. I am  very  m uch  
looking forward to receiving any articles 
subm itted by  m em bers, bo th  those who 
have not previously contributed, and our 
regular contributors, your experiences 
w ould we o f g reat in te re s t to m any  
readers.

W ith m any thanks to all who have 
contributed or helped  in  any way in  the 
production and distribution of this latest 
newsletter. Editor

*  *  *  *  *

DEADLINE for con tr ib u tion s
The last date for the receipt of copy for issue 54 will be M onday 10th October 2005. 
The Editor welcom es contributions and interesting drawings or photographs. ‘Paper 
copy' should be typed at double spacing. H andw ritten  copy should be clear w ith 
wide line spacing. Accurate fully proof-read copy on com puter discs is acceptable; 
please ring 01304 213668 to discuss details.
Publication in the Newsletter does not imply the Society's agreement with any views 
expressed, nor does the Society accept responsibility for any statements made. All 
published material remains the copyright o f its authors, artists or photographers.

EDITORIAL A N D  PRODUCTION TEAM
Editor: Mr Alan Lee
Proof Readers: Miss May Jones, Mrs Merril Lilley and Mrs Pam Tkylor
A dvertising Manager: Mr B. J. Lilley
D istribution  Organiser: Mr J. Cope
Envelopes and Labels: Mr J. Cope
Area Distributors: J.Betts, M.Burton, J.Cope, E.B.Dudley, J.Fox, J.Francis, 

M.Goulding, L.M.Hoar, E.M.Johns, M.Jones, M.Lilley, 
A.Mole, L.O’Connor, J.Owen, K.J.Palmer, M.Robson, 
E.Senyard, A.Sidney-Vassey, C.I&ylor.



---------------The 17th----------------

Annual General Meeting
r e p o r t  b y  M e rril L ille y  ■—  

Th e  seven teen th  A n n u al General 
M eeting of the Society was held  on 

Monday, 18th April, 2005 at St. M ary’s 
Parish Centre. The attendance was even 
greater than  usual, w ith alm ost a hundred  
m em bers packing the hall and the interval 
raffle m aking a record £118.00.

T he C hairm an, D erek Leach, 
announced tha t there would be a change 
of speaker for the evening. Paul Watkins, 
w ho was p reparing  for the  G eneral 
Election, would be replaced by  Professor 
Philip Robinson, taking as his subject 
“French as she is Sung". He then  opened 
proceedings by  w elcom ing all those 
present. The Secretary read out apologies 
for absence and the m inutes of the last 
m eeting  were accepted. The Chairm an 
m entioned  the loss of m em bers who had 
died during the last year and the audience 
observed a m inute 's silence.

In  presenting  his report, the Chairm an 
said it had  been  a very successful year and 
it had been  a privilege to represen t the 
Society at various functions throughout 
the year. Among those he had attended in 
tha t capacity w ere the St. George's Day 
cerem ony, the m ayor-m aking and the 
installation of the new  Lord Warden of the 
C inque Ports. He said th a t w hen  he 
attended such events he becam e aware of 
how  highly the Society was regarded in 
the tow n and how  hard  the m em bers of 
the Executive Com m ittee worked, bo th  by 
a ttend ing  m eetings and  b eh in d  the 
scenes.

One of the highlights of this year was 
the publication of the book A Tribute to 
Budge Adams in  pictures, w hich sold out in

three weeks. Every m em ber of the Society 
received a free copy as a m em orial to 
Budge and this was greatly appreciated. A 
follow-up CD is in preparation by  the 
sam e team  consisting of the Chairm an, 
Bob H ollingsbee and  Peter and  Ju lie  
Burville.

The Chairm an said m em bers were 
kept inform ed of all activities and events 
through the excellent Newsletter. There 
had been  concern at the beginning of 
April that a new  editor had not been  
found but, since then, a volunteer had 
com e forward and was already taking up 
the reins. He ended by  thanking  the 
m em bers of the Executive Com m ittee and 
of the Planning Com m ittee for all their 
work during the year and also all the 
m em bers w ho gave th e ir  help, bo th  
indoors and out.

The Treasurer then  presen ted  the end- 
of-year accounts, w ith reference to the 
report w hich was available on each seat. 
He was happy to report the healthy  state 
of the general fund, this year m aking a 
surplus of £1111-38. The m ain elem ents 
influencing it were subscriptions, outings, 
meetings, the Newsletter, adm inistration 
costs, in terest from  our bank  accounts and 
donations. At presen t m em bership stood 
at 445. All the m eetings and outings 
except one covered their costs. For the 
success of our outings we m ust thank  our 
Social Secretary, Joan Liggett. Once again 
he explained to m em bers how im portant 
it was to book early  for trips, as m any  of 
these (for example, Chatham  Dockyard) 
required deposits in  advance. As always, 
raffles contributed a good deal towards



booking fees for the hall and thus helped 
to cover the cost of indoor m eetings. He 
thanked Sheila Cope for organising the 
raffles. T he cost o f p roducing  the 
N ew sletter was helped by  advertising and 
by  donations, this year £300 from  Pfizer 
Ltd. He praised the high standard of the 
Newsletter, o f which, he said, we should 
be ju stly  proud. He thanked  the editor and 
the advertising manager. Gift Aid, he said, 
was a huge benefit for the Society, this 
year am ounting to £662-58, and he urged 
m em bers who paid tax to sign up for this 
benefit, if  they  had not already done so.

T he C hairm an th en  called on other 
m em bers o f the com m ittee to give the ir 
reports. Joan  Liggett thanked  all those 
w ho h ad  he lped  at indoor m eetings, 
m en tion ing  M uriel Golding and  Sybil 
Standing in  particular. She thanked  all 
m em bers who attended outings for the ir 
en thusiasm  and support, and, once again, 
urged m em bers to book early.

Lesley Gordon spoke on  various 
projects and on a report from  Jerem y 
Cope, who was unable to be present. At 
Cowgate C em etery the whole of the area 
had  now  b een  cleared and the team s were 
now  m oving on to a stage of m aintenance. 
Jerem y Cope thanked and praised the two 
team s of volunteers who had m onthly 
sessions at the site. He thanked  m em bers 
for donations of m oney and equipm ent, 
like strim m ers, essential tools. He invited 
m em bers to jo in  the happy  bunch  of 
w orkers and to see it as a free get-fit club.

O n the  subject o f record ing  th e  
gravestones, Lesley reported  that, here 
also, the w ork was finished. She w ent on 
to read Je rem y’s account of the River 
Dour project. All th ree of these reports 
w ere lengthy , full details appearing  
elsew here in  this Newsletter.

Jack Woolford gave a planning report 
and was challenged by  the C hairm an to 
com plete it in  three m inutes. He said 
som e things were NOT SO GOOD. We did

not get the H eathfield H om e Zone or 
Farth ingloe Golf Course or the
developm ent of the Castle S treet night
club and there was no resolution on the 
Langdon Cliffs gate. In the town m any
b u sinesses had  gone: P encester
Stagecoach Office, Benson Shoes, Courts, 
Kent Photo and the Co-op. O ther item s 
w ere listed as GOOD, including Maison 
Dieu House - now  the site of Dover Tbwn 
Council, the tow n centre trees, Dover in  
Bloom, the berths at W estern Docks, the 
cruise term inals and the m arina. Danish 
State Railways had  m ade an application to 
replace Connex. He said we were pleased 
w ith  the  im p ro v em en t in  the  Dover 
Christm as lights and switch-on and w ith 
the continuing developm ent of the River 
Dour schem e. He th en  listed a num ber of 
projects, ONGOING, w hich had  not come 
to fruition and left us w ondering w hat the 
future held. These w ere projects like the 
Seasport Centre, the Buckland Paper Mill, 
the St. Jam es developm ent, the Cherry 
Ttee scrap yard, a W estern H eights hotel 
and the old Arm y Recruiting Office. He 
ended w ith som e item s he felt had to be 
classed as BAD: the DHB berth s  w hich did 
not fit, the A2 dualling postponed, the 
problem  of traffic on Ibw nw all Street and 
the cost of dem olishing Burlington House 
(£2m).

M erril Lilley, giving h er report on the 
Newsletter, said tha t issue 52 was h e r last 
as editor. She had enjoyed the job for 
fourteen years. She in troduced the new  
editor, Alan Lee, and hoped tha t he would 
do likewise.

The elections w ere rapidly dealt with. 
There w ere no objections and the officers 
w ere re-elected  en  bloc, lb  en d  the  
p roceedings ou r P residen t, Brigadier 
Maurice Atherton, presen ted  a p icture to 
the retiring  editor.

A fter the interval the speaker was 
Philip Robinson. His talk is reported  by 
Jack Woolford.



The Dover Society
A n extract from  the A ccounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2005
The following extract from  our accounts represents the sta tem ent of financial activities 
and the balance sheet. The supporting notes to the accounts are not reproduced due to 
lack of space. However, the com plete accounts are available for inspection upon request 
to our Treasurer, Capt. Mike Weston (telephone 01304 202059).

CURRENT ASSESTS 2005 2004
Society Badges 57 59
N ewsletter Binders 151 161
Debtors and Prepaym ents 20 _ j r m  " *  ■ I
Cash at Bank and In  Hand 18107 15578

18335 16560
CREDITORS
A m ounts falling due w ithin
one year + subs in  advance (1178) Q14Q)
N et Current A ssets 17157 15420

Net A ssets 17157 15420

FUNDS £17157 £15420

Statement of Financial Activities 
for the Year Ended 31st March 2005

General Fund General Fund
INCOME 2005 2004
Subscriptions 2480 2410
Donations 157 35
Social Events 657 422
TOTAL INCOME 3294 2867

EXPENDITURE
M em bers and M eeting Expenses -114 11
Adm inistrative Expenses 832 824
New sletter Expenses 1191 1705
O ther Item s 273 -236
Gift Aid Reclaimed 0 -569
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 2182 1235

Net (O utgoing)/Incom ing Resources 1112 1132

Ib ta l Funds Brought Forward 10544 9412

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD £11656 £10544

Capt. M.H. Weston
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The work of the

PLANNING
Sub-Committee

R eported  by  JACK WOOLFORD, C h a irm an
Because it had becom e a party-political 
issue we could not express our em phatic 
rejection of the proposed privatisation of 
Dover H arbour Board. Now we can!

O ur appeal for the Society's £1000 
con tribu tion  to the  funding  of Town 
C entre Trees was generously  over
subscribed. T hank you indeed! The Tbwn 
and Environm ent Com m ittee confirm ed 
its keystone grant o f £1500 on June  7th. 
We now  apply for the rem aining £800 to 
the R egeneration  U nit (for fo rm er 
coalfields) and if we succeed the trees 
could be in  situ by  Xmas. Fingers crossed!

T he two m ain  subjects o f cu rren t 
planning applications to Dover District 
Council are for extensions to existing 
houses, m ainly unobjectionable, or for 
conversions of old houses, shops and 
offices etc, into flats in  Eric, Folkestone 
and  Salisbury Roads, etc. etc. This 
exem plifies the  nation-w ide tre n d  to 
sm aller households. Dover Tbwn Council, 
how ever, objects, m ain ly  on park ing  
grounds. W hat will the D istrict do? In any 
case, there are so m any existing perm its 
for conversions at Buckland Flour Mill, 
W estmount, South Kent College and the 
Paddock as well as for new  housing on the 
RP Furniture site and the form er river
side scrap yard tha t Dover’s population 
will soar - provided there are takers.

St Jam es, Buckland Paper Mill and 
Netto on the  form er Co-op site all 
continue to hang fire (tim e of writing, 
early June). Phase 2 of the W hite Cliffs 
Business Park has apparently  got off the 
ground w ith £100m from  developer AMEC 
in  collaboration  w ith  B&Q. w hich in  
exchange for perm ission  to re ta il in

W hitfield (no longer for footsloggers in  
Dover) will finance the  road 
in fra stru c tu re  for 1800 jobs in  new  
factories. The inhabitants of W hitfield and 
G uston will p resum ably  suffer from  
increased  traffic, and  light and  noise 
pollu tion, as w ell as archaeological 
dam age to the Roman Road. We tru st that 
the D.D.C. will enforce m axim um  
m itigatory m easures.

T he Society has signed up  for 
C om m unity Involvem ent in  the Local 
D evelopm ent Framework. Well we would, 
w ou ldn ’t we! We've b ee n  at it 
con tinuously  and  in ten se ly  since our 
foundation year in  1988.

We note Folkestone and D istrict Water 
Com pany’s in ten t to construct a new  m ain 
from Alkham  Valley to Dover and trust 
that the uprooted trees in  Kearsney Abbey 
will be replaced. We also hope tha t the 
new  borehole at Bushy Ruff will not 
com pound the drying up of the Dour.

We are proposing road w idening at the 
junc tion  of Crabble and London Roads so 
that vehicles will not need to drive over 
the paym ent because the road is blocked 
by vehicles tu rn ing  right into Crabble 
Road.

We w elcom e the  ap p o in tm en t of 
Lengthsm en by Kent Highway Services to 
tr im  trees, c lean  signs, cu t drainage 
ditches as well as fill potholes, etc. Every 
little helps...

The addition of "green waste” to the 
collection of w aste by  Dover D istrict 
Council is m ost w elcom e as is the 
clearance of long-accum ulated rubbish 
from  the Dour in  the vicinity of New 
Bridge House.



SOCIETY PROJECTS
--------- COYVGATE CEMETERY - CLEARANCE ---------

♦ ♦ A report by Jeremy Cope 4- ♦
Picture the scene - balm y sum m er days in 
Cowgate w ith  the  rustics sipping 
cham pagne in their break discussing the 
com plications resulting from the recent 
European Union referenda. At our last 
Thursday m eeting we toasted the health  
of our oldest member, Jack Woolford, on 
his 88th birthday. Not only do we offer 
good w eather to Cowgate workers bu t 
longevity is fast becom ing another bonus.

It is striking the am ount of growth that 
occurs in  May and June. The grass and 
vegetation have shot up giving the whole 
cem etery  a lu sh  and  verdan t aspect. 
A gainst th is  background we have 
continued with the work of mowing paths, 
contro lling  undesirab le  w eeds and 
checking that undergrow th does not re
establish itself.

Our success is due to our enthusiastic 
team  of volunteers who regularly tu rn  out 
to either one or both of our m onthly 
w orking sessions. New volunteers are 
always welcome, ju s t phone 211348 for 
details.

COWGATE CEMETERY - RECORDING
♦ ■f A report by Lesley Gordon ♦ ♦

At the end of last year, the small cem etery 
recording team  w ere able to report 
com pletion of their work. Information on 
all rem aining legible headstones in the 
graveyard, no t previously recorded by 
Miss Jane de Bourbel in the 1980s, had 
been  captured and grave locations m apped 
w here possible. The com plete work was 
passed to the local branch of the Kent 
Family History Society for com ment, prior 
to presentation to the Dover M useum and 
Dover D istrict Council. As previously 
reported, they kindly offered to put the 
whole work on microfiche to ensure easier 
access by  the general public. In addition, 
they suggested certain am endm ents to 
improve the presentation of the work and 
provide m ore background inform ation 
about the project.

This work was com pleted in March this 
year and the two tomes of inform ation 
were then  handed over to their microfiche 
specialist in Ashford. This summer, the 
originals, once handed  back, can be 
presented to the M useum and Council. In 
addition, m icrofiche copies will be 
available, not ju st to them , but, for a small 
fee, to any m em bers of the general public 
desiring copies for the ir own use. It 
transpired that The Kent Family History 
Society already had Miss de Bourbel's 
gravestone recordings, neatly typed, on 
microfiche, b u t no t in  plot and  then  
num erical grave order, although that can 
be ascertained from the index. The Dover 
Society's records do (thanks to sterling 
work by lan Murton) include her work in, 
more or less, the right order, although the
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typing of the inscriptions is less easily 
readable. Researchers will, therefore, have 
a choice w hen locating graves recorded by 
her.

So, the Society has achieved its aim  of 
recording all gravestones, and m apping 
them . A word of warning, however, Miss 
de Bourbel recorded over four hundred 
graves and this Society only slightly less. 
Yet there m ust be m any graves w here the 
headstone had already succum bed to the 
elem ents before (or since) Miss de Bourbel 
set the ball rolling tw enty years ago. For

any family researcher it will be a m atter of 
luck w hether their forebears are in  one of 
the graves or tom bs w here inform ation has 
been  captured. If not, then  they m ust seek 
inform ation from the full register of 7250 
people buried in  the cem etery betw een 
1837 and the 1950s. A call to M adeleine 
W hitcombe at Dover District Council or 
via ‘burials@dover.gov.uk" w ith details of 
the nam e and date of death should yield at 
least the grave reference and (with the 
help  of the Society’s m aps) the 
approxim ate location of the grave.

-----THE RIV ER  D O U R ------
♦ ♦ A report by Jeremy Cope ♦  ♦

The beautiful Dour in 
the evening sunshine

Since m y last report m atters have slowed 
som ew hat. An im p o rtan t m a tte r  th a t 
should have b een  resolved in  the early 
days is the legal relationship betw een  the 
m em bers o f the  Group. For a body 
involving itself in  construction projects 
and m ain tenance of the river, m em bers 
have to be qu ite c lear o f th e ir  
com m itm ents, legal responsibilities and 
liabilities. M atters are com plicated  
because any w ork will be carried out on 
other people’s property.

Following d iscussion on a draft 
constitu tion  Je re m y  Burgess of the

E nvironm ent Agency, Nick D elaney of 
Dover District Council and m yself were 
asked to make a proposal to the Group. 
The proposal has now  been  circulated and 
I hope will enable us to resolve the matter. 
In the m eantim e w ork on the river has 
ground to a halt. I am  not entirely  sure 
why, a lthough  the  absence of a 
constitution is quoted as the reason. I 
tru st that our proposals will allow us to 
resum e activities and that m y next report 
will be m uch m ore positive.

mailto:burials@dover.gov.uk
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"CONFESSIONS OF A DEVELOPER"
A talk by John Walker - Reported by Jack Woolford

A l th o u g h  b o th  n a t io n a l  an d  local 
g o v e rn m e n t h a d  b e e n  den y in g  it 

for fifteen  years, th e re  is indeed , a t th e  
s ta rt o f th e  21st cen tu ry , a h ousing  
crisis, sa id  J o h n  W alker. W ith  th e  
average p rice  a t £160,000 across th e  UK, 
first tim e b u y ers  ca n n o t afford th e ir  
ow n hom es. W hat in  1972 h ad  cost h im  
£15,750 now  cost £225,000. W hat on  
e a r th  w as go ing  on? I t w as a 
com plicated  m a tte r  an d  an y o n e  try in g  
to dea l w ith  it fin ished  u p  m ak ing  it 
w orse. T h e  m a in  drives in  th e  h ousing  
m a rk e t w ere: th e  desire  to  ow n a hom e; 
th e  ab ility  to finance th e  pu rchase; the  
cost an d  availab ility  o f m oney ; house  
prices; an d  supp ly  an d  dem and . It w as 
n o t th e  n u m b e r  o f h o u ses available th a t 
m atte red , b u t h o u ses  o f th e  righ t ty p e  in  
th e  rig h t p lace a t th e  rig h t p rice. O f 
th e se  th e  on ly  co n s tan t w as th e  desire  
to  ow n, to  b e  in d e p e n d e n t o f 
g o v e rn m e n t an d  g reedy  landlords. In  
th e  second  h a lf  o f th e  20th  ce n tu ry  it 
h a d  b e e n  th e  b e s t possib le in v estm en t. 
As fo r ab ility  to  p u rch a se , le n d in g  
in s titu tio n s  h ad  "shed loads" o f  m o n ey  
a t h is to ric a lly  low  in te re s t  ra te s . 
In fla tion  h a d  b e e n  - b u t  w as no  lo n g e r - 
a p ro b lem  w ith  h o u se  p rices. As to 
supp ly  an d  dem and , th e  d em an d  w as 
c o n s ta n t b u t  th e  su p p ly  side h a d  
b ec o m e  v e ry  difficult. In  th e  1950s 
u n d e r  H aro ld  M acm illan , th e  b u ild ing  
o f  300,000 n e w  h o u se s  a y e a r  w as 
com m onp lace  b u t now  th e  n u m b e r  of

n ew  h o m e s w as a little  over 100,000. 
W hat has  gone w rong?

T h e  b ig g e s t sing le  p ro b le m  is 
P lann ing! T h e  P la n n in g  S ystem  
re g u la te s  th e  su p p ly  o f la n d  w ith  
p lan n in g  perm ission . T h ere  are four 
tie rs: N a tio n a l (p o licy  g u id e lin e s); 
R egional (w h ere , w h en , a n d  h o w  
m any), C oun ty  (w here, w hen , an d  how  
m any), D istric t an d  Parish. In  addition  
th e re  are huge n u m b ers  o f s ta tu to ry  
co n su ltees  an d  so-called “stakeholders" 
w ho m u s t b e  co n su lte d . T h is  is a 
len g th y  an d  com plica ted  p rocess w h ich  
m ay  be dubbed  "the ju n g le  o f  o p in io n s” 
T h ere  is th e n  w h a t Sir H u m p h re y  calls 
th e  "Political D im en sio n ” w h ich  te n d s  
to screw  up  every th ing , as w e see  in  
“Yes M inister". T h e n  a t th e  en d  o f all 
th is  is th e  A ppeals System . A pp lican ts 
w ho are tu rn e d  dow n have a rig h t o f 
ap p eal to th e  S ecre tary  o f State e ith e r  by  
w r i t te n  re p re s e n ta t io n s  o r P ub lic  
In q u iry , w h ic h  c a n  tak e  u p  to  12 
m on ths. But th a t is n o t th e  en d  o f it. If 
the  ap p lican t feels th a t th e  S ecre tary  of 
S tate ( th ro u g h  h is  In sp ec to ra te )  h as  
m isd irec ted  h im se lf  o r h as  e rred  in  law, 
h e  ca n  ask  for a ju d ic ia l rev ie w  
involving th o u sa n d s  o f peop le  - cival 
servan ts, p lan n ers , law yers, surveyors, 
valuers, a rch itec ts , eng ineers, experts  o f 
m a n y  d isc ip lin es , fro m  la n d sc a p e  
c o n s u lta n ts  to  ac o u stic  ex p e r ts  a n d  
m a n y  m ore in  be tw een . T h e  p ic tu re  
th a t  e m e rg e s  is o n e  o f  B y zan tin e
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com plexity . It took eight y ears  to  b u ild  
five h o u ses  in  U lcom be.

T h e  g o v e rn m e n t h a s  re c e n tly  
rea lised  th e  p ro b lem  an d  seem s to  have 
dec ided  th a t it is on  th e  supp ly  side, th a t 
if  th e y  p u t a lo t o f la n d  on  th e  m a rk e t 
w ith  p la n n in g  p erm issio n  p rices  w ill be 
stabilized. As th is  is too la te  th e y  n ee d  a 
b ig  an d  qu ick  solution.

"Yes M inister’
"Oh dear, yes, I  see we seem to have a 
problem  here. Well now, H um phrey, 
w hat are we going to do?
Well, minister, fortunately we've got 
the answ er for you. We need an  extra 
330,000 new  houses in  Kent. Lucidly 
we can p u t 300,000 in  the Tham es  
gatew ay and  80,000 in Ashford.
Oh good!
Yes, minister, ju s t sign this order and  
leave the rest to Bernard and  his team"

J o h n  P re sc o tt h a s  sa id  th is  is 
g o v e rn m e n t po licy  an d  w h o ev er w ins 
the  e lec tion  in  May, th is  is w h a t is going 
to h a p p e n . P lan n e rs , en g in e e rs  an d  
arch itec ts  have to  allocate th e  land, 
w o rk  u p  th e  deta ils , a ssess  th e  
in frastruc tu re , ca te r for su sta inab ility  
an d  do the deta iled  design... In  th e  p ast 
so as to con tro l costs deta iled  design  
was le ft to th e  h o u se  b u ild e rs  w ho h ad  
s tan d ard  h o m e types. D esign ra th e r  
th a n  "su sta in ab ility "  (w h a te v e r  th a t  
m igh t m ean ) is th e  c rite rio n  o f success. 
A fter all th e  discussions, a rg u m en ts  an d  
d isagreem ents, h o u ses did som eh o w  get 
bu ilt. W hat w as m ost im p o rta n t w as 
how  th e y  looked.

J o h n  W alker co n c lu d e d  w ith  a 
seq u en ce  o f slides illu stra ting  h is ow n 
d ev e lo p m e n ts  a n d  w as su itab ly  an d  
h ea rtily  app lauded .

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

“MY DOVER"
A talk by Cllr David Hannent - R ep o rted  b y  Jack  W oolford

D a v id  w as b o r n  in  a h o u se  in  
B uckland A venue fifty  n in e  years 

ago an d  b y  th e  tim e h e  w as se v en te en  
h ad  lived  in  no  less th a n  six 
streets, th e  b e s t o f w h ich  w as 
C astle A venue. A fter schooling  at 
St M ary's, St M artin 's  an d  D over 
G ram m ar h e  sp e n t sev en  years 
a t college in  London, a t w h a t is 
n o w  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  E ast 
London, an d  re tu rn e d  to  D over 
a n d  w o rk e d  for th e  D is tr ic t 
C ouncil on  such  th ings as th e  
M ulti-S to rey  C ar Park, Brook 
H ouse, th e  Sports C en tre  an d  
F ria rs  W ay b e fo re  b e c o m in g  
P ro ject M anager a t th e  W hitfield  
offices.

In  1984 h e  se t u p  as a P ro jec t 
M anager an d  C h arte red  S urveyor in  
C astle S treet an d  variously  w orked  w ith



E nglish  H eritage o n  D over Castle, th e  
D rop Redoubt, th e  E m m aus b u ild ing  at 
A rchcliffe Fort an d  50 o th e rs  inc lud ing  
th e  Territorial A rm y HQ. in  L ondon 
R oad and , c u r re n tly , th e  L adyw ell 
D e v e lo p m e n t a n d  a w a re h o u se  in  
W hitfield.

In  2003 h e  h e lp e d  e s tab lish  th e  
In d e p e n d e n t A lliance an d  b ec am e  a 
to w n  councillor, h e lp in g  to save M aison

D ieu H ouse from  p rivate  sale.
W ith  a lo n g  se q u e n c e  o f 

illu strations, acco m p an ied  b y  w itty  an d  
iron ical rem a rk s  w h ich  excited (ruefu l?) 
la u g h te r  fro m  all q u a r te rs  o f  th e  
gathering , h e  asked  th e  question : "Was 
D over in  b e t te r  shape now  th a n  fifty 
years  ago"? H is answ ers w ere  th a t th e  
Port b u t n o t th e  Tbwn w as b e t te r  b u t 
th a t w e w ere  all try ing.

A pril
"FRENCH AS SHE IS SUNG"

A talk by Philip Robinson - Reported by Jack Woolford

Sta n d in g  in  a t  s h o r t  n o t ic e  b ecau se  
Cllr. Paul W atkins cou ld  no t, as a 

p a r l ia m e n ta ry  c a n d id a te , sp e a k  on  
"D over P ride", P h ilip  R obinson , 
P ro fesso r o f  F re n ch  a t th e  U n iversity  o f 
K ent a t C an te rb u ry , gave as m u c h  a 
m u sica l an d  d ram a tic  rec ita l as a talk . It 
w as, in d e e d , e n te r ta in in g ;  b u t  th e  
in s tru c tio n  w as real. H is su b jec t w as the  
rad ical d iffe rence  b e tw e e n  F re n ch  an d  
p rac tica lly  all o th e r  E u ro p e an  languages 
as far as th e  p rin c ip le s  o f  sp eak in g  w ere  
c o n c e rn e d . H e s ta r te d  w ith  so m e 
exam ples o f  E nglish  from  S hakespeare  
a n d  T h o m as Gray, to re m in d  us th a t th e  
b as ic  bu ild ing-b lock  o f o u r language, 
a n d  th e re fo re  o f  o u r  verse, is th e  stress- 
p a tte rn  in  w ords: in  w ords o f m o re  th a n  
o n e  sy llab le , o n e  o r  m o re  o f  th e  
sy llab les w ou ld  b e  s tressed  w h ils t o th e rs  
w ou ld  no t, eg "The CURfew TOLLs th e  
KNELL o f PARTing DAY”. H e  th e n  
(incred ib ly ) sang  an d  ac ted  th e  D uke o f 
Plaza-Tbro’s p a tte r  song  from  G ilbert 
a n d  S u lliv a n 's  T he Gondoliers 
(u n a c c o m p a n ie d  b u t  su p e rb ly )  to  
d e m o n s tra te  how  th e  s tress  p a tte rn s  o f 
"T hat ce leb ra ted , u n d e rra te d  nob lem an" 
m a tch e d  th e  m u sic  in  a n  am u sin g  an d  
n ec essa ry  w ay.

B ut w h a t h a p p e n e d  w h e n  th e  
language d id  n o t have an y  g iven  p a tte rn  
o f  s tre s s  w ith in  w ords, w h e n  all 
sy llab les h a d  equa l w eight, as w as th e  
case  in  F re n ch ?  O ne th in g  th a t  
h a p p e n e d  w as th a t foreign le a rn e rs  o f 
F rench, in c lu d in g  A nglophiles, found  it 
very  h a rd  to have  to do w ith o u t th e  
b as ic  b u ild in g  b lo c k  o f  th e ir  ow n  
language. A F ren ch  w ord or ph rase  w as 
a s tring  o f  equally -w eighted  syllables, 
w ith  on ly  th e  sligh test stress, an d  pause, 
on  th e  la s t syllable o f th e  string . This 
w as one o f th e  m o st im p o rta n t th in g s to 
re m e m b e r w h e n  speak ing  F rench , if  
one h o p ed  to b e  u n d ersto o d  a t all.

T he Gallic ea r w as as o ffended  b y  
u n w an te d  s tress as th e  E nglish  p erso n 's  
w as if  a  na tive  F ren ch  sp eak er tr ie d  to 
leav e  o u t th e  s tre s s  p a t te rn s  w h e n  
speak ing  English! T h e  n a tu re  o f  th e  
F re n ch  language m e a n t th a t  F re n ch  
v erse  w as n o t c h a rac te r ize d  b y  th e  
n u m b e r  o f 'fee t' b u t b y  the  n u m b e r  o f 
sy llab le s  in  a  lin e . T h e  p o in t w as 
illu stra ted  b y  show ing  a few  lin e s  from  
R acine 's Androm aque. T h e  rh y th m ic  
in te re s t  o f  F re n c h  v e rse  w as 
m a in ta in ed , in  th e  tw elve-syllable lin e s  
o f F rench  tragedy, b y  v ary ing  th e  le n g th



o f sy llab le -s trin g s  w ith in  th e  lines , 
w h ereas  S hakespeare m ade  su re  th a t 
n o t all h is  p e n ta m e te rs  s la v ish ly  
follow ed th e  p a tte rn  o f “tee -tu m  - tee- 
tu m  - tee -tu m  - tee -tu m  - tee-tum : e.g. 
“F riends, Rom ans, co u n try m en , LEND 
m e y o u r ears".

P hilip  R obinson th en , again  w ith o u t 
a c co m p an im en t (or h e lp  from  m em b ers  
o f th e  au d ien ce  w ho d id n ’t  know  it) 
p e rfo rm ed  a com ic donkey  song “M on  
Ane" b y  P ierre D upon t from  1848-51 to

d em o n stra te  how  th e  m usica l s tress 
could  fall an y w h ere  in  a F rench  lin e  of 
verse. Tb en d  th e  evening, som e o f the  
au d ien ce  le a rn e d  th a t “For he's a jolly 
good fellow ” is rea lly  a very  an c ie n t 
F re n ch  tu n e  as th e y  (eagerly ) sang  
along to several verses o f “M albrouck 
s ’en va-t-en guerre" an d  en thusiastica lly  
ap p lau d ed  th e  co m m an d  to “Go forth  
an d  u t te r  y o u r  s tr in g s  o f  F re n c h  
sy llab les, le av in g  y o u r  s tre s s  a t 
hom e"(!).

C hateau  de M alm aison  se t in  th e  g rounds o f th e  Bois-Preau 10 m iles w est of 
Paris w as th e  h o m e o f  th e  E m press Jo seph ine . B etw een 1800-1804 N apoleon  
w ould  v isit a t w eekends, th o u g h  h is  p resen ce  w ould 
h ard ly  m ake th e  p a rty  go w ith  a bang . O nly  tw en ty  
m in u te s  w as all th e  tim e allow ed for m eals, an d  w h en  
called  u p o n  to sing, h e  alw ays gave a ren d itio n  of 
"M albrouck s ’e n  va-t’en  guerre" (M albrouck Goes to 
W ar), o u t o f  tu n e . A n odd  choice , w h e n  you  
r e m e m b e r  th a t  it w as M albrouck , th e  D uke o f 
M arlborough, w ho had  b e a te n  th e  F ren ch  arm ies  a 
h u n d re d  y ears  earlier.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS summer2005
At a ro u n d  450 ou r m em b ersh ip  is abou t th e  sam e as it w as th is  tim e la s t y ea r 
a n d  w e have rec ru ited  a reco rd  19 m em b ers  since th e  spring. We are in d eb ted  
to  those  w ho in tro d u ce  friends an d  also to Tferry S u tton  w ho, as o u r p ress 
co rresp o n d en t, w orks h a rd  to k ee p  D ovorians aw are o f th e  Society. T h u s we 
m an ag e  slow ly to  inc rease  ou r n u m b e rs  y ea r  b y  y ea r  in  sp ite  o f inev itab le  
losses.

O ur n ew  m em b ers  are:- M r R M arkham , M rs L Young, M r S Perkins, M r D
& M rs J  D ow nie, Mrs D H odgson, M r R & M rs J  M arsh, Mrs S Langley, M r M
& M rs J  Bates, M r K & Mrs S M unday, Mrs C D ennison , M r P S herra tt, M rs J
Baldwin, Mrs J  Laws, M r S & M rs C Crowley.

In  th e  Spring I th a n k ed  all raffle helpers. A deline Reidy h as  k in d ly  offered
to organise raffles from  O ctober an d  I feel to ta lly  con fiden t th a t w ith  the
s u p p o r t o f  m e m b e rs  A deline  w ill find  th e  ta sk  sa tisfy in g  a n d  ev e n
e n te rta in in g . , , ■

Sheua Cope, M embership Secretary
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r i  / - v  ,  •
S u m m e r  O u t m g s

Churchill's Chartwell
R e p o r te d  b y  L e s le y  G o rd o n

COACH OU TIN G S BY SOCIETY MEMBERS 
usu a lly  s ta rt q u ie tly  b ec au se  o f th e  
ea rly  hour. T his one, se tting  off la te r 
th a n  u su a l a t 11am on M ay 19th, saw  
th e  tw en ty -e igh t p a rtic ip a n ts  slightly  
c restfa llen  b ecau se  o f low  cloud an d  the  
th re a t o f rain , w h ich  b oded  ill for a visit 
to no rth -w est K ent to see th e  h o m e and  
gardens o f  th e  g rea test Briton o f th e m  
all. We n ee d  n o t have w orried . T he M26 
gave w ay  to th e  leafy  lan es o f th e  Weald, 
to b r ig h tly  co lo u red  rh o d o d en d ro n s , 
lu sh  fo rested  h illsides an d  p re tty  
villages, an d  th e n  we 
arriv ed  a t w hat

m u st b e  one o f th e  m ost perfec tly  sited  
h o u ses  in  th e  South  o f England. T his 
was w hy  h e  b o u g h t it, o f course, in  
1922, a t th e  age o f forty-eight, w h e n  a 
legacy  from  a n  Irish  cousin  prov ided  
th e  funds h e  h ad  p rev iously  lacked. It 
w as to re m a in  h is p ride  an d  jo y  u n til h is 
dea th  over fo rty  y ears  later.

T he N ational T rust h as  k ep t th e  
g ro u n d s  im m a c u la te  a n d  p ro v id ed  
sy m p a th e tic  v isito r facilities. A fter a 
sh o rt stro ll along  a w ind ing  pathw ay  

b o rd e re d  b y  m eadow s, lakes, 
g o ld fish  p o n d s  an d  

form al gardens,



th e y  ev en  p rov ided  sm all p lastic  bags as 
w e e n te re d  th e  house, to  p re v e n t ra in  
from  o u r u m b re llas  d ripp ing  on the  
carpets! I t is very  m u c h  a c o u n try  
g en tlem an 's  house, th ree  or four sto reys 
h ig h  to  a c co m m o d a te  th e  ro llin g  
lan d scap e  to  w h ich  it clings, b u t  n o t 
over large, w ith  m a n y  sm all passage 
w ays an d  sta ircases lead ing  h ith e r  and  
th ith e r  to  th e  n e a t an d  e legan t p rin c ip a l 
room s. T h ese  are all fu rn ish ed  w ith  
m e m en to s  o f th e  fam ily  k in d ly  donated  
b y  C lem en tine , C hurchill's  wife, w h en  
h is to ry  tu rn e d  th e  fam ily  h o m e in to  a 
sh rine . Even on  a dull day, th e  h o u se  is 
ligh t an d  airy, th an k s  to th e  arch itec t 
Phillip  T ild en  w hose w ork  o f ren o v a tio n  
a n d  ex tension  from  1922 to  1924, cost 
th re e  tim es  as m u c h  as th e  original 
p u rch ase  p rice  b u t w as m o n e y  well 
spen t. E ven  on  a du ll day, th e  overall 
im p ressio n  is one o f light, espec ia lly  in  
th e  d in in g  room , p a r t o f  th e  1922 
extension , an d  in  C hurch ill's  s tudy  at 
th e  to p  o f  th e  o ld  ho u se , w h ere  
exposure  o f th e  a n c ie n t b e a m s an d  
rafte rs c rea ted  a large, double he ig h t

ro o m  w o rth y  o f  its  d is tin g u ish e d  
occupan t. A nd everyw here , spec tacu la r 
v iew s ac ro ss  ro llin g  E ng lish  
countryside.

C lem m ie , u n lik e  C h u rch ill, w as 
co n stan tly  w orried  abou t th e  expense of 
keep ing  up  th e  h o u se  an d  gardens an d  
soon  afte r th e  en d  o f th e  second  w orld 
war, w ea lthy  w ell-w ishers com bined  to 
b u y  th e  h o u se  a n d  p ass  it to T h e  
N ational TVust on  cond ition  th a t th e  two 
shou ld  b e  able to live o u t th e ir  days 
th e re . Iro n ica lly , so o n  a fte rw ard s, 
C hurch ill’s w ritings on  th e  w ar m ade 
h im  a r ich  m an.

Som e b rave souls v e n tu re d  in to  the  
g a rd en s to  see th e  studio , w h ere  a 
fu r th e r  se le c tio n  o f  C h u rc h ill’s 
p a in tin g s re m a in  on  d isplay . O thers 
rep a ired  to th e  re s ta u ra n t w h ere  a  lucky  
few  w ere  in  tim e  for th e  delic ious 
lu n c h tim e  se lec tion  o f h o t m eals. A 
c o n ten t an d  g ratefu l p a rty  m ade  its w ay  
back  hom e. Never, as Je re m y  Cope said 
o f  Jo a n  L iggett, o u r  o rg a n ise r  a n d  
leader, in  the  field  o f social outings, had  
so m a n y  ow ed so m u c h  to one w om an.

Tb Celebrate Sea Britain 2005
Trip to the Historic Dockyard, Chatham
R e p o r te d  b y  M e rr il  L illey

THE DOVER SOCIETY TRIP to  C ha tham  
D ockyard  on  Saturday, 9 th  Ju ly , w as a 
g rea t success. T he coach  le ft D over at 
9.15a.m . an d  arrived  a t C ha tham  at 
10.30a.m ., w h ere  w e h ad  an  h o u r  an d  a 
h a lf  to  ourselves befo re  sta rtin g  our 
gu ided  tour.

T he Society h ad  a tr ip  to C ha tham  in  
1996 an d  th e re  w ere several changes 
since th a t visit. T h ere  is alw ays p le n ty  
to  see a t C ha tham  D ockyard  and, w hile 
o u r to u r could  n o t inc lude  every th ing ,

we packed  a g rea t dea l in to  o u r tim e 
there .

We s ta r te d  w ith  a v is it to  th e  
e x h ib itio n  o f  17 lifeb o ats , a n ew  
add ition  to th e  site, an d  th e n  looked  at 
th e  sh ip  quays, w h ere  th e re  are th re e  
vessels o p en  to th e  public. H ere  can  b e  
se en  th e  Cavalier, th e  la s t surv iv ing  
d es tro y e r o f th e  Royal Navy, b u ilt in  
1944 an d  deco m m issio n ed  in  1972. It 
o cc u p ie s  th e  d ock  w h e re  N e lso n ’s 
V ictory w as bu ilt. T h e  C avalier sp e n t a



RNLB Susan Ashley - one of a class four 41ft lifeboats built for slipway launching

H.M.S. Cavalier the last of the W W II Destroyers
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la s t u se  w as as a tra in in g  ship.
At one o 'clock w e jo in e d  the  

p ad d le  s team er, K ingsw ear 
Castle, for a 40 m in u te  tr ip  on  
th e  M edw ay an d  th e  su n  cam e 
o u t b rie fly  for th e  first tim e th a t 
day. O n la n d in g  ou r p a rty  w en t 
o n  b o a rd  th e  C avalier to  th e  
officers' w ard  room  for a b r ie f  
ta lk  abou t th e  vessel.

F rom  h e re  w e p ro ceed ed  to 
th e  R opery , w h ich  o u r gu ide 
regarded  as th e  h igh ligh t o f the  
v isit. H e e n te r ta in e d  us 
th ro u g h o u t w ith  b a d  jokes w hich  
k ep t us am used . H e w as very  
e n th u s ia s tic  a n d  o b v io u sly  
en jo y ed  h is  job. A to u r o f the  
R opery  n ee d s  an  h o u r  to see

lo t o f its tim e  in  th e  A rctic an d  on  the  
o p en  b ridge th e  m e n  w orked  in  freezing  
conditions. A longside is th e  subm arine, 
Ocelot, b u ilt in  C ha tham  in  1962 an d  
deco m m issio n ed  in  1991, now  in  a d ry  
dock . T h e  n e x t d ock  h o ld s  H.M .S. 
G annet, th e  la s t rem a in in g  sloop of 
Q u een  V ictoria’s navy, b u ilt in  1878. Its

every th in g  from  th e  first sp in n in g  of th e  
y a rn  to th e  final p ro d u ctio n  o f th e  rope.

O rig inally  all rope w as m ade  o f 
hem p . Now m an-m ade fibres are u sed  
as w ell as th e  n a tu ra l fibres o f m anila , 
sisal an d  coir. 34 m iles o f y a rn  are 
n e e d e d  to  m ake one single 3 in ch  rope. 
We saw  ev e ry  s tep  o f  th e  process.

W h ereas m a n y
ch an g es o ccu rred  in  
the  sp inn ing  o f fibres 
to y arn , the  process of 
m a k in g  th e  y a rn  to 
ro p e  h as  h a rd ly  
a lte red  since first u sed  
a t C hatham  in  1811. In  
fact, som e o f th e
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orig inal m a ch in e s  are still in  use. T he 
b as ic  p r in c ip le s  d a te  b a c k  to  th e  
E gyp tians. A t o n e  p o in t o u r  gu ide  
‘ro p ed  in ' tw o o f ou r p a r ty  to  h e lp  h im  
m ake a p iece  o f rope, w ith  th e  tw o 
h e lp e rs  tu rn in g  large w hee ls  a t e ith e r  
en d  o f  th e  rack. T h ree  th in  s tran d s  of 
fibre tw isted  in to  one, th re e  tim es, an d  
th e n  th e  th re e  resu ltin g  s tran d s in to  a 
rope o f sy n th e tic  hem p , w h ich  h e  th e n  
d o n a ted  to th e  Society.

F inally , a fte r  passing  th rough  each  
stage, exp la ined  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f scenes 
se t up  w ith  figures in  p erio d  costum e, 
one em erges in to  th e  final bu ild ing  at 
g ro u n d  level, th e  Ropewalk, a lm ost a 
q u a r te r  o f  a  m ile  long . T h is  is a 
m a g n if ic e n t sigh t, ev e n  m o re  
in te re s tin g  b ecau se  th e  rope m akers are 
still u s in g  th e  o rig ina l m e th o d  an d  
m ach ines. As one app roaches the  exit 
th e re  is on  d isp lay  a p iece o f  th e  b iggest 

ro p e  ev e r m ade, a 
cable-laid m anila , 24 
in c h e s  th ic k  a n d  
m a d e  o f  3456 
th reads.

T im e w as passing  
q u ic k ly  a n d  w e 
m ade a b r ie f  v isit to 
th e  C o m m iss io n er’s 
g a rd en , e s tab lish ed  
in  th e  se v e n te e n th  
cen tu ry .

H is sp lend id  house  
w as b u ilt in  1703 an d  
is u se d  now  for 
functions. T h ere  w as 
a w ed d in g  p a r ty  
th e re  a t th e  tim e w e 
visited. We h ad  our 
delicious c ream  teas  
in  a n  annexe o f th e  
house, o rig inally  th e  
s e rv a n t’s q u a rte rs , 
le av in g  u s  ju s t  
en o u g h  tim e  to v isit 
th e  shop on  ou r w ay  
b ac k  to  th e  coach, 
w h ic h  le f t  a t five 
o'clock.

It w as a fascinating, 
th o u g h  ex h au stin g , 
d ay . M a n y  th a n k s  
to  J o a n  L iggett fo r 
h e r  u s u a l e ff ic ie n t 
o rg an isa tio n .



J Installation of the Lord Warden *v>
jg::. at the

\ ^  Court of Shepwav
A PERSONAL V IEW  BY O U R  CH A IRM A N  D EREK  LEACH

IN 1979 I WAS ONE OF THE CROWD in 
the M arket Square cheering Q ueen 
Elizabeth the Q ueen M other as she 

passed in  h e r carriage in  procession from 
Dover Castle to the grounds of Dover 
College w here she was to be installed as 
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports and 
Constable of Dover Castle. It was rather 
different for m e on 12 April 2005 when, as 
C hairm an of The Dover Society, I had the 
honour of w itnessing the installation of 
Admiral the Lord Boyce, the 119th Lord 
Warden, in  the grand m arquee. He had 
already m et the representatives of the 
Cinque Ports at Dover Castle w here he 
had been  presented  w ith the castle key 
and had attended the Hallowing Service 
in St. Mary-in-Castro.

My old friend, Joe H arm an, a well- 
know n local character and researcher of 
D over h istory , also received  an 
inv ita tion  to a tten d  as one of the 
surviving Freem en of Dover. I pushed 
Joe, aged 90 and  confined  to a 
wheelchair, from  the car park  to the 
college. In  due course we were allowed to 
en ter the m agnificent m arquee through 
the guard of honour m ade up of sm art sea 
cadets - at least half of w hom  are girls in 
these  days o f equality . Being in  a 
w heelchair m ean t that Joe could sit in  the 
m ain  aisle and I could sit at the end of a 
row next to him , w hich m eant tha t both  of 
us had a grand view of everybody arriving 
and of the formal proceedings.

T he a rm y  was in  firm  contro l of 
proceedings as the great and the good 
began  to arrive to take th e ir  seats, 
including m any  arm y and navy officers 
bo th  serving and retired  and our own

President, Brigadier M aurice Atherton, a 
form er D eputy Constable and the First 
Sea Lord. The bewigged Lord Chancellor 
was in  the front row of the audience. By 
noon m ost o f the 400 participants and 
spectators had taken the ir seats and we 
awaited the arrival of Admiral the Lord 
Boyce.

Having inspected the guard of honour 
com prised of sea, arm y and air cadets, he

processed in, followed by  all the mayors 
and barons of the Cinque Ports and the 
two A ntient Tbwns, who were preceded by  
the ir m acebearers in  all the ir finery. They 
took the ir seats facing the distinguished 
audience, as did the Tbwn Clerks, w ith the 
new  Lord Warden in  the ir centre. The 
Sergeant-at-Admiralty placed the Silver 
Oar on the table in  front o f the Lord 
Warden. The formal proceedings began 
w ith the Seneschal reading the Q ueen's 
p roclam ation  sum m oning  the  G rand 
Court of Shepway. The fourteen Mayors of 
the Ports and Corporate M em bers handed 
in the nam es of the ir representatives to



the Seneschal who announced that 
th e  C ourt was form ed. As 
requested  by  Admiral Boyce, the 
Jo in t Solicitor th e n  read  the 
Letters P aten t from  the Q ueen 
appointing the Lord Warden and 
detailing the duties and privileges 
of th e  office. The M ayor of 
Hastings, as the curren t Speaker of 
the  Cinque Ports, th e n  inv ited  
Admiral Boyce to undertake the 
du ties o f the  anc ien t and 
honourable office and to uphold 
the franchises, liberties, custom s 
and usages of the Ports. Admiral 
Boyce accepted.

As the Mayors of the fourteen 
Cinque Ports bow ed to the new  
Lord W arden, an  arm y officer 
radioed HMS Albion to fire the 19 
gun salute and we heard  it rum ble 
around  the  bay  as the  Lord 
W arden’s flag was raised at the 
castle. This se t several dogs 
b ark ing  in  the college v ic in ity  
w hich half-drowned the speech by 
A dm iral Lord Boyce w hen  he

replied to the Address of 
Congratulation. W hen the 
dogs stopped, fu rth e r 
in terference cam e from  a 
lone d rum m er outside the 
marquee!

W ith the proceedings 
com pleted, the Seneschal 
procla im ed the Court 
dissolved and  the  Lord 
Warden left. Efficient arm y 
officers lined  up  the 
d istingu ished  guests in 
p reced en t o rder for the 
procession  from  the 
college to the Maison Dieu 
w here they were to have 
lunch. As the procession



took a longer route via Norm an 
Street, it allowed Joe and I to 
scurry down Effingham Crescent 
in  tim e to see the rear ha lf of the 
procession reach the Tbwn Hall.

It was over for us. No doubt the 
procession for a retired  Chief of 
the  D efence Staff was no t so 
im pressive as tha t for the Q ueen 
M other back  in  1979, b u t the 
ce rem ony  inside the  m arquee 
m aintained the ancien t tradition of 
the Crown’s appointee prom ising 
to protect the ancient rights and 
liberties of the Cinque Ports, w hich 
w ere once so vital for the defence 
of the realm .

My wife and I w ere also 
fortunate to receive an invitation 
to the reception  on board HMS 
Albion th a t evening to m eet the 
new  Lord Warden. With two or 
th ree hundred  others we boarded 
this m odern  assault ship and m ade 
our way down countless iron stairs 
to w hat resem bled a car deck on a 
fe rry  w here  p resum ab ly  the 
assault craft and helicopters were

HMS Albion
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norm ally stored. Lord Boyce welcom ed 
everybody individually and then  each 
couple were w hisked away by a naval 
officer who obtained drinks and m ade 
polite conversation. O ur officer was in 
fact a local lad who had w orked at AVO's. 
A fter circu lating  for a bit, we w ere 
sum m oned up to the helicopter deck 
w here a Royal M arines' band  entertained  
us w ith Beating Retreat in the fading light. 
T hat m arked the end of the evening and 
Lord Boyce said goodnight as we stepped 
off the ship. Back in  1979 it would have 
b een  on board the Royal Yacht Britannia, 
b u t you can’t have everything!

A ll photographs with the
kind  permission o f Phil Wyborn-Brown.
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The Western Heights Preservation Society
Report from Chris Ttift

The Western Heights Preservation Society (WHPS) is once again pleased 
to be able to offer a brief update on its activities.

to take people from the town to the 
H eights, courtesy  of Dover's 
Transport M useum, and once again 
the G rand Shaft opened  free of 
charge. At the Shaft and on a stall 
near the Drop Redoubt the WHPS 
were also offering for sale a num ber 
of publications and, for the first 
time, some specially com m issioned 
branded m erchandise such as key 
rings and pencils. It is hoped this 
product range will be bu ilt on for 
forthcom ing events.

Inteipretation panels around the 
^eaoubt to help visitors ©  WHPS 2005

Open Day
The w eekend of the 4th and 5th June 
saw the annual W estern Heights Open 
Day and  the W estern H eights 
P reservation  Society (WHPS) w ere 
pleased to once m ore be involved in the 
event, the 6th organised by  the White 
Cliffs C ountryside Project (WCCP). 
Once again the event far surpassed 
p revious years w ith around  6000 
visitors over the two days. The WHPS 
m anaged  the opening of the Drop 
Redoubt on bo th  the Saturday and 
Sunday and this year gave visitors the 
opportun ity  to explore m ore freely, 
w ith  m arshals on h and  to offer 
guidance. Additionally, for the first 
tim e, in te rp re ta tio n  panels helped  
visitors understand more of the history 
o f the Drop Redoubt. Even more of this 
im pressive 19th century  fortification 
was open thanks to the hard work and 
dedication of WHPS m em bers. The 
Society was also involved w ith 
arranging for a free vintage bus service
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Lecture Evening
The w eekend did not m erely consist of 
events at the H eights however. On 
Saturday evening the Society welcomed 
visitors, m em bers and non-m em bers alike, 
to Dover Castle for two special lectures. 
A ndrew  Saunders, form ally C hief 
Inspector of A ncien t M onum ents at

English Heritage, delivered an  interesting 
presentation on "What i f  Nelson had lost at 
Trafalgar", especially relevant this year as 
we m ark the 200th anniversary of the 
great naval battle. Andrew’s talk looked at 
the defences bu ilt up around Britain from 
Elizabethan tim es onwards and focused 
particularly on those that would have been 
used to defend Britain had  N apoleon 
invaded, w hich of course included the 
Western Heights.

Paul Hadaway of the WCCP followed 
Andrew with a fascinating talk on “From 
Fields o f Fire to Fields o f Flower’’ w here he 
described how the ancient chalk grass 
lands were built up and how  they provide 
the habitat for some of this country’s most 
im portan t wildlife. Paul showed m any 
illu strations of the  p lan t and anim al 
species, which can be seen easily on the 
Heights today.

Society Leaflet
The open w eekend provided the ideal 
launch for the WHPS leaflet. The glossy 
colour leaflet was produced by  Chris T&ft 
and Stephen D ent and printed w ith the 
kind assistance of SAGA. This new  leaflet 
will lend a m uch m ore professional feel to 
the Society and will act as an excellent

introduction to the Heights and Society for 
those currently  unfam iliar w ith the area. It 
is hoped it can support the w ider publicity 
of the WHPS.

Annual General Meeting
Ju ly  23rd will see the WHPS A nnual 
General Meeting, exact details of which 
are still to be confirm ed at the tim e of 
going to press.

Western Heights on the Television
Hopefully some readers m ay have seen 
the W estern Heights and Dover Castle 
featured in a recent Channel 4 television 
program m e w ith Dr. Simon Thurley, Chief 
Executive of English Heritage. Dr. Thurley 
has in  the past expressed great in terest in 
the Heights and chose to include it in  his 
program m e looking at Britain’s buildings. 
Viewers saw Dr. T hurley enthuse on the 
im portance and significance of Dover’s 
Western Heights.

Getting Involved
The last few m onths have been  extrem ely 
busy for the Society. However nothing 
happens w ithout the help and support of 
members. The WHPS is keen for more 
people to becom e involved and would like 
to recruit new  m em bers to assist on its 
project days, working on clearing, tidying 
and helping to preserve more areas of this 
im portant site. If you feel you can help at 
any level please get in touch with the 
Society through the website at: www.dover- 
western-heights.org or write to:

WHPS,
PO Box 366, 
DEAL,
Kent
CT149XY
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1O o oeir t a n t
▼

a  P erson a l V iew
by Mike McFarnell

Expressing the thoughts inside my head 
going into the 2005 Dover Pageant as 

pressure inside began to rise, exponentially 
increasing w ith each passing m om ent. 
Desperately I began to search for some way 
to turn it off, some way out of the blinding 
morass of unfinished bits, uncom pleted 
tasks, hundreds of pages of script falling out 
of order, flying away, hundreds of people 
wandering vacantly around asking the same 
stupid questions over and over again. But 
alas, as I knew from past experience, there is 
none. I knew also that sometime around one 
o'clock on Sunday morning, I would go into 
the final stages of a terrible process I have 
come to know very well, eyes blank, red and 
staring, hot and cold sweats, waves of panic 
accompanied by shouts of where did I  put 
that sledgehammer? And I know it; I  just know 
it, that computer hard drive is going to fail 
again!! And Look I  told you a hundred times 
you’re going to be a ******* peasant, not 
Henry the ******* Eighth! I’ve got Henry the 
Eighths coming out of my ******* ears. Now 
**** off! Anyone observing this for the first 
time would think, this is it, this is the 
mom ent the lid finally comes off... but no,

just when there seems to be no place left to 
go apart from disappearing into a deep dark 
hole, an eerie calm slowly spreads over my 
face, blissful almost, and people realize that 
I have seen it...the vision I have been 
looking for everyday for the past 6 months, 
the mom ent when the last chair is put in 
line, the last programme neatly stacked, the 
last piece of ribbon tied, the last straggling 
performer rounded up, and heard the sound 
of the first fanfare in my mind... the 
m om ent when that vision is finally there 
locked in place in my minds eye, I know I 
am going to make it... against all the odds, 
the Pageant flags will fly once more. At the 
same moment, also borne of many years 
experience, my wife collapses in a heap!

I realize my dream is also shouldered by 
many other people, who contribute as much 
or more to turning a vision into reality. 
From the Dover Society, Jack Woolford as a 
discreet man of Dover was in the group who 
received the Dover Harbour Board Charter 
in 1606. In part two Terry Sutton as an ace 
reporter interviews Blanchard and Jefferies 
in 1785. For all those who missed the 
Pageant there is an opportunity to view 
photographs which are on the website 
www.doverpageant.com or to wait until the 
2005 Dover Film at Dover Tbwn Hall is 
shown in February 2006. I wish to thank all 
the members of the Dover Society who gave 
me their help and support.

http://www.doverpageant.com


GLIMPSES of the FAST
Sonic; sn  11? p e ts  o f  D o v e r  H is to r y

BEFORE THE WAR by Dick Whittamore
I was bo rn  in  Streatham , London,
on January  6th 1925, an  unw anted  baby 
who was given a hom e by a very kind lady 
who brought m e up. She took m e to live 
on C hatham  Hill w hich was on the m ain 
route to London in  those days. As an 
infant I was always fascinated by  w atches 
and clocks and w hen I started  school 
rem em b er bu ild ing  a rom an-figured 
clockface w ith  m atchsticks on the 
classroom floor.

From Chatham  we m oved to various 
places in  Kent. In Ospringe I can recall 
w itnessing a little girl being ru n  over on 
the m ain road and I also walked into the 
side of a speeding car at the sam e spot - 
only bruised, thank  goodness. At West 
Farleigh, living in  the wilds, we had to 
share a com m unal pum p w ith six other 
cottages to get our drinking water.

In 1937, at the age of twelve, we 
m oved to East Langdon. The local school 
was mixed and catered for all ages. Mrs 
Jam es, the  headteacher, taugh t the 
seniors, Mrs Bottle the mid-ages and Mrs 
Robinson the infants. In those days a 
third-of-a-pint of school m ilk  cost a 
halfpenny  a day. Old fashioned stoves in 
the classroom s afforded the heat. I was 
given the task  o f record ing  the 
tem p era tu re  each  day from  a 
th e rm o m ete r  w hich  hu n g  from  the 
ceiling. My earlier in terest in  tim epieces 
cam e to ligh t again here. W hen the 
classroom was em pty  I got up  on a chair 
and pushed the big-hand of the huge clock 
forward by  five m inutes so we could go 
hom e earlier - it worked!

I was a good pupil and, on several 
occasions, was top of the school. My rival, 
Ella Dixon, bea t m e som etim es. Poor Ella

was killed by a shell in  Dover's M arket 
Square in  M arch 1942; she was only 
seventeen.

In those schooldays people were very 
poor. Only the well-off had cars. There 
was no television and w ireless sets were 
pretty  crude, needing a big battery, a 
sm aller grid bias and an accum ulator 
w hich had  to be charged each w eek - 6d a 
tim e at a local store. Only businesses and 
the rich  had  te lep h o n es and, in  the 
country, we still had lavatories at the 
bottom  of the garden, the contents having 
to be buried  periodically. I often earned  a 
little m oney by  w orking on the local farm  
by  p icking peas and  gathering  up 
potatoes. In  those days big farm  horses did 
the w ork of today's tractors.

D uring m y early  days I can  still 
rem em b er the  last D over tram s, the 
skating rink  on the seafront and the aerial 
ropeway crossing the Deal and Guston 
roads carrying coal from  T ilm anstone to 
the Docks. I visited Dover each Saturday 
to attend  the Plaza m atinees - 4d to get in 
and Id  for a tube of w ine gums. I recall the 
King’s Hall being b u rn t down in 1937 and 
on m y visit to Dover I w ent round the 
back and saw ju s t the four walls standing. 
It was rebuilt and today is the Gala Bingo. 
I can also rem em ber a fatal p lane crash 
over East Langdon. TWo RAF planes were 
m anoeuvring overhead w hen  the ir wings 
clipped. One landed safely b u t the other 
narrow ly m issed houses as it crashed in  a 
field. The pilot baled  out bu t the young 
observer stayed in  the p lane and was 
killed. The pilot la ter was driven away to 
fly again before he lost his nerve.

At school each year we perform ed a 
Xmas panto at the Village Hall. One I can



recall was Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves, 
the jun io rs having to black the ir faces. Mrs 
Jam es rehearsed the pupils w hilst Mrs 
Robinson painted  the scenery on stitched 
together bacon  sacks supplied  by  Mr 
Jam es who worked for the Danish Bacon 
Com pany. I d idn’t like the stage in those 
days so I was put in  charge of ticket and 
program m e sales. Admission 7d and 1/-. 
One year we m ade enough profit, w ith the 
help  of a grant, to buy  a portable radio 
w hich we used for schools educational 
program m es. Som etim es Mrs Jam es le t us 
hear the Grand National or Derby as a 
treat.

I w as confirm ed at St M argaret’s 
Church, at the age of th irteen , by the 
Bishop of Dover.

I left school at fourteen and m y first 
job was at Vye and Son, the Kentish 
Grocers. The shop was w here Dixon's is 
today in Biggin Street. They had other 
b ranches all over Kent. 7 /6d  per w eek was 
the wage and we had to provide our own 
white jackets and aprons. I w asn’t very 
happy there and left after only seven 
weeks. In those days, in early 1939, there 
w ere m any  national grocers: 
In te rn a tio n al, Pearks, David Greig, 
Maypole, Liptons and more. The Co-Op 
was D over's m ain  shop w ith  several 
branches. It sold grocery and provisions 
and had a dairy and bake house am ongst 
its m any outlets. The annual dividend for

m em bers brought about long queues on 
pay-out days. Before the war shops stayed 
open late in  the evening, bu t there was an 
official early closing day and they  were 
closed on Sundays.

On Monday, 14th August, 1939, living 
in Snargate Street, I started w ork as a page 
boy at the Royal H ippodrom e at 5 /- a 
week. I can rem em ber the first show I 
saw. It was the OVALTINEY’S touring 
show. A disc from  a tin  of Ovaltine gained 
adm ittance. I can  still recall the 
O valtiney’s them e song.

On Septem ber 3rd war was declared 
and  I can  rem em b er help ing  w ith  
blackouts and sticking gum m ed tape on 
windows to prevent splinters and sorting 
out m y gasm ask w hich had been  issued 
earlier during a previous scare. W hat a 
nuisance it was carrying it w ith you in its 
cardboard box. As tim e w ent on people 
forgot to carry them  - thank  goodness we 
never needed  them! M embers of H.M. 
Forces always had  to carry  th e ir  gas 
masks, also a tin  hat and often the soldiers 
carried a rifle too.

At the ou tb reak  of w ar places of 
en terta inm ent closed b u t they soon re
opened - the H ippodrom e did on TUesday, 
12th September.

T hat’s m y pre-war adolescent story. 
W hat followed was six years of war w hich 
was m uch m ore dangerous and exciting - 
bu t that's ano ther story.

Newsletter Binders
These are available, embossed with “The Dover Society”, 

cost Jb4-48 each and will hold 12 newsletters.

Contact the editor at
8 Cherry Tree Avenue, Dover CT16 2NL 

Tel: 213668



1940: Dover and Tragedy in the A ir)
by Alcrn Lee

I t was early July 1940 and the Battle of 
Britain had ju st begun. 141 Squadron 
equipped with their new aircraft the Boulton 
Paul Defiant had just arrived at R.A.F. West 
Mailing from Scotland.

The Defiant had no forward firing 
weapons but carried a gunner at the rear of 
the cockpit in a turret mounted with four 
.303 Browning Machine Guns. The German 
Messerschmitt 109 pilots soon realised the 
Defiant was slow, lacked manoeuvrability 
and was a much softer target than the 
Hurricane. Also the design of the rear turret 
made it very difficult to escape and it was a 
notorious death trap.

On 19th July the squadron left West 
Mailing for their forward aerodrome at 
R.A.F. Hawkinge. The weather was sunny 
with light rain showers and the coast of 
France clearly visible. About midday the 
Dover A.A. guns were engaged quite heavily 
with the Luftwaffe who were bombing the 
harbour.

At 12.30hr 141 Squadron took off from 
Hawkinge to patrol south of Folkestone. 
Three aircraft had engine problems so only 
nine lifted off. They were then ordered to

patrol Cap Griz Nez at 5,000 feet. Unknown 
to the pilots at 20,000 feet lurked a flight of 
Mel09’s of JG 51 Squadron. Attacking out of 
the sun, taking the Defiants totally unawares 
they immediately shot four down. Of those 

who bailed out only 
one gunner survived 
becom ing only the 
second person to save 
his life using the new 
static X line parachute.

Only one Mel09 was 
destroyed and after 
being badly shot up 
crash landed at i t’s 
base, the pilot, Fw. 
Heilmann, dying of his 
wounds the next day.

— Badly shot up, the
rem aining planes of 
141 Squadron tried to 
re tu rn  to base. TWo 
made it safely back 

landing at 13.00hr, the rem ainder was as 
follows:

IL6983 Hit, retu rned  to base, PO 
MacDougall unhurt, Sgt Wise missing.

I L7001 Crashed near base: engine failure. 
Fit Lt Loudon injured (treated Canterbury 
Hospital) PO Fames baled out (rescued by 
the Ramsgate Lifeboat).

IL7009 Crashed at Elms Vale, Dover. Fit 
Lt Donald and PO Hamilton both killed.

IL6974 Shot down in the channel. PO 
Kemp and Sgt Crombie both missing.

IL6995 Shot down in the channel. PO 
Howley and Sgt Curley both missing.

IL7015 Shot down in the channel. PO 
Kidson and Sgt Atkins both missing.

IL7016 Shot down in the channel. PO 
Gardner baled out wounded (treated 
Canterbury Hospital) PO Slatter missing.



The “Dogfight" only lasted about 10 
minutes and none of those missing were 
ever found. On returning to base the 
squadron was released from further

operations and they returned  to West 
Mailing. Next day they received seven new 
replacement aircraft. On 21st July they were 
posted back to Scotland.

Boulton Paul Defiant

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS
Thursday 8th  to Sunday 11th Septem ber 2005

----------------------------  Derek L e a c h -----------------------------

Heritage O pen Days, organised by English Heritage and the Civic Trust every year, 
celebrates England’s fantastic architecture by encouraging free access to buildings 
that are usually closed to the public or would norm ally charge an adm ission fee.

Dover has a great w ealth of historic buildings, b u t only some are norm ally open to 
the public such as Dover Castle, the Maison Dieu and the Roman Painted House. The 
Dover Society thought that it was about tim e Dover made an effort to have more 
buildings open, if only for a few days. As a result five buildings will be open this year. 
The Dover Society is coordinating publicity both  nationally through the regional 
booklet and the on line service produced by Heritage Open Days and locally using 
local press and radio. Details of opening tim es are:

St Edm und’s Chapel Thursday 8th to Sunday 11th Septem ber 10am to 4pm 
M aison D ieu  H ouse Thursday 8th and Friday 9th Septem ber 10am to 4pm 
A rchcliffe Fort

(guided tours) Saturday 10th Septem ber 10.30am to 11.30am
& 3pm to 4pm 

Sunday 11th Septem ber 3pm to 4pm
U nitarian Church,

Adrian Street Sunday 11th Septem ber 11am to 3pm
Grand Shaft Staircase Saturday 10th S' Sunday 11th Septem ber 10am to 4.30pm 
The Drop Redoubt will also be open at a small charge.

Hopefully, m any of our m em bers will take up this opportunity. It is a new  initiative 
for The Dover Society and, if  successful, we hope to increase the num ber of 
properties participating next year.
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Dear Editor,

I  was very pleased to hear a new editor has been found for the Dover 
Society Newsletter and that the annual meeting was so well attended 
which proves the group is doing a worthwhile job!

M y main reason for writing is to point out an error in the last 
newsletter regarding identification o f an old engraving o f a port 
building, from the late Ivan Green, said to be in Dover. I  have several 
illustrations o f this, including at least a couple o f photographs, which 
show it was, in fact, seven miles away at Folkestone harbour. It was 
variously known as the Clock House, Clock Tbwer (which it had) or 
Harbour House, which was built in 1843 for the use o f the directors and  
officers, etc. o f the South Eastern Railway, including the harbourmaster 
Lieutenant G. Essells, R.N. According to the Folkestone Herald 
newspaper o f March 8, 1950, he was succeeded by Captain George 
H athom  R.N. (1850-60.) Later Admiral Hathom, with a fam ily o f 10, he 
had his home in the large building. He was also the Superintendent o f 
the company's steamers at Dover, Folkestone, Calais and Boulogne. The 
Folkestone Herald told how one o f his daughters was still resident in 
Folkestone in March 1950.

In an old copy o f the Folkestone Herald newspaper I  found the 
building described as o f Venetian style architecture, with each elevation 
having a distinct character o f its own but harmonising as a whole. The 
building, o f red brick, had a 100ft campanile tower, which projected 
from the centre o f the frontage facing the quayside and inner harbour. It 
had an illuminated clock and a look-out gallery near the top. According 
to local book authors A lan Tbylor and Eamonn Rooney, o f Folkestone, 
the building was demolished around 1899 to make way for an extension 
o f the nearby Royal Pavilion Hotel, on the site o f which the Hotel 
Burstin was built in modem times.

The thought occurs to me that the building bears a resemblance to 
Dover's former Burlington Hotel with its lift tower in the centre o f the 
Woolcomber Street frontage!

Yours sincerely,
Bob Hollingsbee
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The Dover Society Website
www.doversociety.homestead.com

Please visit the site.
Read reports on meetings, check the programme o f events.

Your comments and observations would be appreciated.
Visits to 

The Dover Society Website
Our website has been sponsored by

CHARLTON SHOPPING CENTRE
High Street, Dover, Kent CT16 ITT 

Tel: 01304 212268

2005 (up to 22.6.05) 603 visits 
2004 1,587 visits
2003 606 visits

Dover Websites
>- Charlton Shopping Centre: www.charltonshopping.co.uk
► Dover Carnival: www.dovercamival.co.uk
► Dover Castle: www.dover-castle-friends.org
»■- Dover District Council: www.dover.gov.uk
► Dover Hospital Fete: www.doverhospitalfete.homestead.com
► Dover Operatic Society: www.dods.org.uk
>- Dover Pageant: www.doverpageant.com
► Dover Topsy: www.topsy.demon.co.uk
► Dover Town Centre Management: www.dovertcm.homestead.com
► Dover Town Council: www.dovertown.com
► Dover Transport Museum: www.dovertransportmuseum.homestead.com
»- Dover Web: www.doverweb.co.uk
>- Gateway Hospital Radio: www.ghbs.org.uk
► Accommodation: www.stayindover.co.uk

Venturing outside Dover
Confederation of Cinque Ports: www.cinqueports.net

► Kent County Council: www.kenttourism.co.uk
► Kent Federation Civic Amenity Society: www.kfas.org.uk
► St Peter’s Village Tour: www.villagetour.co.uk

Contact the editor, Mike McFarnell or a member of the committee 
if you want more information. 

4 Harold Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1SF 
Tel: 01404 201711 

Email: mmcfarnell@hotmail.com

http://www.doversociety.homestead.com
http://www.charltonshopping.co.uk
http://www.dovercamival.co.uk
http://www.dover-castle-friends.org
http://www.dover.gov.uk
http://www.doverhospitalfete.homestead.com
http://www.dods.org.uk
http://www.doverpageant.com
http://www.topsy.demon.co.uk
http://www.dovertcm.homestead.com
http://www.dovertown.com
http://www.dovertransportmuseum.homestead.com
http://www.doverweb.co.uk
http://www.ghbs.org.uk
http://www.stayindover.co.uk
http://www.cinqueports.net
http://www.kenttourism.co.uk
http://www.kfas.org.uk
http://www.villagetour.co.uk
mailto:mmcfarnell@hotmail.com


MATZO
DELI /  CAFE /  BAR

A T T H E  D O V E R  D ISC O VER Y C E N TR E  

S e rv in g  Ita lian, Jew ish, Irish & A m erican fo o d s .
O pen sandwiches, ho t dishes and salads. 

Cakes, desserts and savoury pastries baked daily.

^  ik  E r il^S e p t: Beatlemania £15.00 ik  ^
Back by popular recjuest, the Acoustic Beatles, to  recreate the swinging sixties and seventies!

Includes 5 course meal

ik Sa t 8 O c t: O pera Night £.22.00 ☆
\C arneo O pera sing some grea t arias and favourite songs, wh list you  enjoi) a ? course d inner/'

Open: Mon & Tue lOam-^pm; Wed to SatlOam-llpm; Sun 11am-4-pm

LICENSED Tel: 0 1 5 0 4  2 4 4 5 7 5

SPECIALISTS in the 
CONSERVATION and RESTORATION 
of FINE ART, PRINTS, DRAWINGS and 

WATERCOLOURS for MUSEUMS, 
GALLERIES, TRADE and 

PRIVATE CLIENTS

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE 
TRADITIONAL ENGLISH HANDMADE 

FRAMES TO ORDER 
HAND DECORATED MOUNTS

Contact Deborah Colam on

01304 206360

iEmjltHlj SUstaimmt
(Fully Licensed)

Proprietors: Roger & Pauline Marples

Traditional & Game Dishes 
Evening Meals: Tuesdays - Saturdays

Vegetarian Dishes 

Over 100 different wines 
Single vineyard brandies & vintage port

Open at 18.30 with last orders at 21.30 

91 High Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1EB 

Telephone: 01304 206118



1

HabeiDashery
Alterations,

Repairs,

Braid, Ribbons, 

Threads and Beads, 

Sequins,

Wool, Dyes,

Needles, etc.

18 High Street 

Dover CT17 9QR 

Tel: 0779 687 1021

THE TROPHY SHOP
Engraving Specialists

Medals ~ Awards ~ Glass ~ Sports Supplies 

33 London Road, D over 

Phone: 01304  210586  
Fax: 01304  205856

WANTED
Blankets and thin Duvets
required for making coats 

for Rescued Dogs 
Please phone Kate Johnson 

01304 203895

T he Jewellers o f  the South East

SERVING THE SOUTH EAST WITH TRADITIONAL, 
CONTEMPORARY & UNIQUE JEWELLERY, WATCHES & GIFTS

Platinum & Diamond rings at unbeatable prices!

DOVER 01304 203326 53 Biggin Street

ASHFORD 01233 650907 26 Park Mall

FOLKESTONE 01303 257950 94 Sandgate Road 

DEAL 01304 361108 60 High Street

HYTHE 0 1303 266429 85 High Street

CANTERBURY 01227 769842 27 St Margaret’s Street



i n d e p e n d e n t  f i n a n c i a l  a d v i s e r s

Personal Financial Planning & 
Business Financial Planning

Investments 
Pensions 

Life Insurance 
Savings 

Mortgages
Proprietor: Barry Williams Cert PFS

Tel: 01304 213902
Fax: 01304 216270 Email: advice@regency-ifa.co.uk 

15, Effingham Crescent, Dover, Kent CT17 9RH
Regency IFA is an appointed representative of IN Partnership, the trading name of The On-Line 

Partnership Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

IVs
52 Castle Street, Dover • 01304 202194 or 0800 035 2024

ONE OF DOVER'S FINEST RESTAURANTS & BEST KEPT SECRET

Locally caught FISH, including DOVER SOLE when available, 
also STEAKS, VEGETARIAN DISHES & CHEFS SPECIALS

Smoking & Non-Sm oking Dining 

En suite BED & BREAKFAST from £43 per room per night

BAR/RESTAURANT OPEN: 
Light Lunch: Monday-Friday 12-2.30pm 

A La Carte Dinner: Monday-Sunday from 6pm
(last orders for food 9.45pm)

mailto:advice@regency-ifa.co.uk


: a  Britannia 
Coaches

BRITANNIA HOUSE 
HOLLOWOOD ROAD 
DOVER CT17 OUB

Tel: 01304 228111  
Fax: 01304 215350

8 - 1 6  seat 
Luxury M inicoaches

W heelchair-accessible  
Vehicles available

mowll & mowll
solicitors

THE LAW FIRM
dealing with Commercial and 

Residential Conveyancing • Civil 
Litigation • Family • Commercial 

•W illsTrusts and Probate

34 & 36 Castle Street Dover Kent CT16 IPN 
Telephone 01304 240250 

Fax 01304 240040 
Email enquiries@mowll.co.uk 

www.mowll.co.uk

The Dover Osteopathic Clinic
42 Townwall Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1JP 

www.osteopaths-dover.co.uk

O STEO PAm i • SPORT5 INJURIES • HERBAL MEDICINE • REFLEXOLOGY 
A R O M A T fm A P Y  • BODY MASSAGE • INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE 

BEAUTY TREATMENTS • AIRBRUSH TANNING • MANICURE 

PEDICURE\  BIO SCULPTURE NAIL EXTENSIONS

Paul Strutt Bsc. (Hens) Ost. Med. D.O. Registered Osteopath 

Hayley Jones Bsc. (Hons) M NIM H VTCT Consultant Medical Herbalist 

Penny Strutt Dip. Aestheticienne VTST Dip. Mass 

Lisa Steward v t c t  Dip. Hoi. Th

Tel/Fax 01B04 214686

mailto:enquiries@mowll.co.uk
http://www.mowll.co.uk
http://www.osteopaths-dover.co.uk


Situated at the United Kingdom’s closest point to Continental 

Europe, the Port of Dover is a vital link for tourism and trade.

Over 16 million passengers, two-and-a-half million cars and 

125, 000 coaches passed through the port on its ferry services 

to Calais and Dunkirk in 2003. Added to that, over 1.7 

million freight vehicles used the port’s freight services to Calais 

and Dunkirk carrying about 35 per cent of the U K’s non-fuel 

trade with mainland Europe.

But the port’s year did not end there. Dover became Northern 

Europe’s busiest cruise port far turnround calls handling 120 

visits involving more than 150,000 passengers. Its marina 

enjoyed record numbers of visitors and its cargo terminal saw 

consolidation in the fresh fruit and vegetable markets.

Dover - a leading light in the European ports and shipping 

industry.

P O R T  O F
DOVER

DOVER HARBOUR BOARD • HARBOUR H OU SE • DOVER • KENT CT17 9BU 
TE LEPH O N E 01304 240400 • FAX 01304 240465 • W EBSITE w w w .doverport.co.uk

http://www.doverport.co.uk
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%Iharn Snttqueg
Country Furniture 

Architectural Antiques
♦

Original Georgian, Victorian 
and Edwardian Fireplaces 

♦ 
Garden Statuary etc.

♦

Tin plate toys 
Trains (specialising in ‘O’ gauge)

The High Street, Elham 
Near Canterbury, Kent 

Telephone: 01303 840085
Open:

Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Closed Sunday and Monday

Serendipity
A n tiq u e s

W e b u y  a n d  sell 
A n tiq u e  C eram ics  

P ic tu re s  
C h a n d e lie rs

S p ec ia lis ts  in  a n tiq u e  
S ta ffo rd sh ire  a n d  Q u im p e r

125 H igh Street, D eal CT14 6DU 
Tel: 01304 369165 (shop) 

01304 366536 (hom e) 
em ail: d ip ityantiques@ aol.com

Dover Arts & 
Picture Framing

(Inc. Cheryl Culver Gallery) 
16 Cannon Street 

Dover, Kent CT16 1BZ 
Tel: 01304 241405/241236

We have a large selection of 
greetings cards showing scenes of 

Dover and  the finest range of 
Fine Art cards in the area.

We specialise in originals and 
prints of Dover.

A  very high standard of 
picture framing and advice 

is offered to all our customers, 
so please do call and see us.

* C.C. Taylor a . r . i . c . s .  *
 ❖ ------------------ *--------------------------❖

C hartered  Surveyor

□  Planning & Design Service 

□  Extensions & Conversions 

□  New Buildings 

□  Refurbishment 

□  Structural Surveys 

Please call:

(01304) 822217
91 Lewisham Road,
River, Dover,
Kent CT17 0PA

mailto:dipityantiques@aol.com


Elms Vale 
Cleaners

for quality and service

• Dry Cleaning
• Full Laundry Service
• Express Shirt Service
• Carpets & Soft Furnishings
• Linen rental

DOVER

DEAL

FAVERSHAM
LAUNDRY

20 Pencester Road 
Tel: 01304 201054

14 King Street 
Tel: 01304 381775

29 Ashford Road 
Tel: 01795 533413

Fit for business

CHARLTON
SHOPPING

CHARLTON SHOPPING 
CENTRE

High Street, Dover, CT16 1TT

Shops 
9am - 5.30pm 

Car Park 
7.30am - 6.30pm

Monday - Saturday

contact: 
Pat Hooper 

Manager

Tel (01304) 212268
Fax (01304) 214639

5 St James’s Street, DOVER CT16 1QD 
Tel 01304 201994 Fax 01304 240117 

E-mail: Spain_Brothers_Dover@compuserve.com

S  SPAIN BROTHERS
the chartered accountants with connections

Count us in your plans for growth, 
reorganisation, mergers, acquisitions, 

financing and tax planning

You don’t have to change your accountants 
to talk to us

Authorised to cany on investment business by the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales

We Come to You’

Your W IL L  in the privacy 

of your Hom e

From £24.95 + VAT 

0845 056 4318

Allguard Legal Services
Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning

mailto:Spain_Brothers_Dover@compuserve.com
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Application for Membership
Membership: Individuals - £6 annually

Joint membership - £10 annually 
Payable on 31st March

New □  Renewal □  Joint □

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) ..........................................................................................................

2nd Name if joint m em bership............................................................................

A ddress......................................................................................................................

Postcode...............................  Phone...................................................................

The Gift Aid Legislation allows us to reclaim basic tax rate on your 
subscription and any donations. Please state that you are happy for us 
to do this by signing the Declaration below. You must be a UK taxpayer 
and pay an amount o f income tax or capital gains tax we reclaim on your 
subscription/donation. For joint members the first named is asked to sign 
as the taxpayer.

Declaration
I wish/do not wish* the Dover Society to benefit from the new Gift Aid 
Legislation. This Declaration applies to all subscriptions/donations I make 
on or after 6th April 2000. (* Delete as applicable)

Signed..............................................................................  D ate...........................

Please make cheques payable to the Dover Society and forward the cheque 
or cash to the Membership Secretary, Mrs Sheila Cope, 53 Park Avenue, 
Dover CT16 1HD

I/We could sometimes give practical help with the following (please tick boxes)

Social events I I Writing for newsletter I___I

Projects e.g. clearance, surveys, photography I j

Any other interests or expertise.....................................................................
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Guests are welcome at all meetings except the Annual General Meeting which is for members only.

2005
AUGUST 25 
Thursday

SEPTEMBER 17 
Saturday

OCTOBER 21 
Friday

OCTOBER 24 
Monday 7.30

NOVEMBER 14 
Monday 7.30

DECEMBER 17 
Saturday 7 for 7.30

London - M orning: The B ritish M useum . See the Great Court, one of 
the lost spaces of London, hidden from public view since 1857. If time 
perm its a visit to The Theatre Museum, Covent Garden. £14.00. 
A fternoon: Apsley House, the hom e of the Duke of Wellington or The 
T heatre M useum , Covent Garden. £14.00
Pick-ups: 0800 Railway Bell; 0810 Frith Road; 0815 Brook House CP

France - Visit to  St Omer. Morning: From Salperwick an hour’s 
excursion on the river with English guide followed by lunch in  the 
adjoining restaurant. Afternoon: Time to explore St Omer. £26.00 to 
include all coaching, ferry and boat trip bu t not including lunch. 
Pick-ups: 0645 Railway Bell; 0650 Frith Road; 0655 Brook House CP; 
0700 Eastern Docks

200th A nniversary  of the Battle of Trafalgar and the death of Admiral 
Lord Nelson. D inner and Dance. Town Hall. Approximate cost £26.00.

Speaker: H arry Ward "Captain Cook”.

Speaker: Councillor Richard King "The Future of Kent”.
Brainstorming Session.

C hristm as Feast.
Start Christmas in style by attended our annual feast held in  the 
splendid surroundings of the Refectory in  Dover College. £17 to include 
sherry  reception, a sum ptious buffet, w ine, soft drinks and 
entertainm ent.

2006
JANUARY 16 
Monday 7.30

Speaker: Details in  next Newsletter.

FEBRUARY 20 W ine an d  W isdom  with Clive Taylor. A light-hearted quiz. £4.00 to 
Monday 7 for 7.30 include refreshments, wine, soft drinks, coffee and tea. Prizes for first 

and second places.

MARCH 20 
Monday 7.30

APRIL 10 
Monday 7.30

Speaker: Details in  next Newsletter. 

A nnual G eneral M eeting.

All indoor meetings are held at St Mary's Parish Centre



.DOVER \ -COUNSELLING 
"  CENTRE

CONFIDENTIAL 
COUNSELLING 

SERVICES 
01304 204123
for all enquiries

9 St James's Street 
Dover Kent CT16 1QD 

www.dovercc.org.uk
C harity  No 800988 Reg. Com. No. 2334448

chartered architect 
and art services

Flint House, 53 Church Hill, Shepherdswell, 
Nr Dover, Kent CT15 7NR 

Tel: 01304 830330

. The Pines Garden &
1 St Margaret’s Museum

Beach Road, St Margaret’s Bay 
Tel: 01304 852764

MUSEUM:
Open Easter and Bank 
Holidays, then end of 
May to early September 
2.00pm to 5.00pm. 
Closed Mondays & 
Tuesdays

GARDEN:
Open Daily and 
Weekends throughout 
the year.
10.00am to 5.00pm. 
Closed on Christmas 
Day

r i r i D ' C  SECRETARIAL SERVICES
I  V  18 Castle Street, Dover

DESIGN AND PRINT 
PHOTOCOPYING 

CANON LASER COLOUR 
A0 PLANS i f DRAWINGS 

LAMINATING TO A1
FULL PRINTING SERVICE • WEDDING STATIONERY • BINDING 

FAX BUREAU • RUBBER STAMPS • T-SHIRT PRINTING & MUCH MORE

Tel: 01304 215761 Fax: 01304 213072 
Email: enquiries@fields-sec.co.uk

Produced and printed by A.R. Adams & Sons (printers) Ltd, Dour Street, Dover

http://www.dovercc.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@fields-sec.co.uk

