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f  The Objectives 
the Dover Society

founded in 1988.

• to prom ote h igh standards of 
p lanning  and architecture

• to in te rest and  in form  the 
public in  the  geography, 
history, archasology, na tu ra l 
h isto ry  an d  arch itecture of the 
area

• to secure the preservation, 
protection , developm ent and 
im provem ent o f features of 
h istoric  o r public in terest

• and  com m itm ent to the belief 
th a t a good en v ironm en t is a 
good investm ent.

The area we cover com prises 
the parishes o r wards of Barton, 
Buckland, Castle, Lydden,
Ttemple Ewell, Maxton,
P ineham , Priory, River, St. 
R adigund’s, Tbwn & P ier and 
Tbwer Ham lets.

All m em bers receive th ree 
Newsletters a year an d  in  each 
year the  Com m ittee organises 
about ten  in te resting  events -  
talks, tours, visits, M embers' 
M eetings an d  usually  a 
C hristm as Feast.

T he Society gives Awards for 
im provem ents to the  area, 
m onito rs p la n n in g  proposals 
a n d  supports, jo in s  in  or 
in itia tes  civic p rojects and  
arts events.

\  J

Ou r  nex t m e e tin g  will b e  th e  
A n n u a l G en e ra l M eeting , a t 
7 .30pm  o n  M onday  20 th  A pril a t 

St. M ary’s P arish  C entre. I w ou ld  like to 
rem in d  m e m b ers  th a t all n o m in a tio n s  
for e lec ted  posts w ith in  th e  co m m ittee  
an d  an y  reso lu tio n s m u s t b e  rece ived  b y  
th e  sec re ta ry  no  la te r  th a n  14 days 
before th e  m eeting . T h e  sp eak er w ill be 
M ike Webb ta lk ing  abou t th e  po st o f 
D over Tbwn Clerk.

T his w ill b e  th e  last o f  th e  society 's 
w in te r  m eetin g s u n til O ctober so I h ope  
for the  u su a l good a ttendance . O nce 
m ore  th is  y e a r  it is the  co m m ittee 's  
in te n tio n  to k eep  th e  su bscrip tion  ra te  
a t its p re se n t level. T h is rem a in s  
exceptional value  as th e  la st inc rease  
w as th ir te e n  y ears  ago, b ack  in  A pril 
1996. T his cou ld  a n  added  in cen tiv e  for 
a n y o n e  c o n te m p la tin g  jo in in g  th e  
society. I f  you  n e e d  a n  app lica tion  form  
to sign u p  a n ew  m e m b er con tac t th e  
ed ito r or Shelia Cope.

T he su m m e r ou tings have now  b e e n  
finalised  w ith  th e  first to take place on  
20th  May. T his w ill b e  to th e  M useum  
o f K ent Life a t C obtree an d  to th e  
beau tifu l an d  peacefu l Aylesford Prioiy. It 
help s Pat if  you  can  reg ister y o u r in te rest 
or book  as ea rly  as possible. A ny ideas 
about v en u e s  for fu tu re  ou tings th e n  
p lease  con tac t Pat o n  01304 228129.

Ju ly  25th  th is  y e a r  is th e  ce n te n a ry  o f 
th e  first p ow ered  flight across the  
English C h an n e l b y  Louis Bleriot. It is 
also th e  date  o f  th e  50 th  an n iv ersa ry  o f 
th e  first h o verc ra ft flight across th e  
C hannel b y  th e  SR.N1. T his w as a sm all 
tw o m a n  craft, on  th e  day  th e  p ilo t w as



M r J  C hap lin  w ith  th e  in v e n to r M r 
C S C ockerell as th e  lone  passenger. 
D over D istric t C ouncil are a t p re se n t 
b u sy  c learing  b ram b les  an d  trees  
from  th e  a rea  a ro u n d  B lerio t’s 
m o n u m e n t a t th e  re a r  o f th e  castle. 
T h ere  are also ru m o u rs  th a t th e y  
have ta k en  over th e  site  from  
English  H eritage an d  th a t th e y  will 
b e  o p en ing  m ore  o f th e  a rea  to th e  
public. M ore details o f th is  event, 
first p roposed  b y  ou r society, will 
ap p e a r  in  th e  local p ress n e a re r  th e  
tim e.

F rom  th e  feedback  th a t I have 
received  it seem s th a t th e  m ajo rity  of 
peop le w ould  like to see a bow ling

alley  in  Dover. It w as n ice to h e a r  
th a t th e  pup ils  o f  St. E d m u n d ’s 
School d iscussed  th e  sub ject an d  
dec ided  n arrow ly  in  favour o f a 
bow ling  a lley  ah e ad  o f a n  ice skating  
rink . T h e  th ree  m ost p o p u la r sites 
are th e  old su p e rm a rk e t site b y  th e  
en tra n ce  to th e  C harlton  C entre, the  
B& Q site an d  th e  W oolworth site. Let 
u s h ope  th a t som eth in g  com es o f 
th is  idea.

A specia l th a n k s  to  M uriel G oulding 
w ho afte r m a n y  y ears  o f h e lp in g  a t 
o u r m eetin g s is s tepp ing  dow n an d  
will now  b e  able to relax  an d  en joy  
th e  talks.

Editor
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SOCIETY PROJECTS
Report by Jeremy Cope

COWGATE CEMETERY
We con tinue  our w ork m aking good 
progress. O ur provisional Working Party 
dates for 2009 are as follows:-

Thursday
2nd April 
7th May 
4th June 
2nd July 
6th August 
3rd Septem ber 
1st October 
5th Novem ber 
3rd Decem ber

Saturday
11th April 
16th May 
13th June 
11th July 
15th August 
12th Septem ber 
10th October 
14th November 
12th D ecem ber

Cowgate 2008

We start at 9.00am and finish around 
12.30pm. Volunteers are welcom e and 
should you be in terested  please contact 
Jerem y Cope on 01304 211348.

RIVER DOUR WHITE CLIFFS COUNTRYSIDE 
WORKING PARTIES 2009
The w orking parties are an invaluable and 
rew arding way to help keep the river clear 
of rubbish and litter. There is a cheerful 
atm osphere b u t the work is carried out 
w ith a proper bu t sensible regard for safe 
working in  the river.

Work starts 10.15 am  at the B&'Q.car park, 
Charlton Green. We move from  here to 
o the r locations along the  river and 
although w ork carries on throughout the 
day, volunteers stay only as long as it is 
convenient to them . Tea and coffee are 
provided.

For further inform ation please contact

either White Cliffs Countryside Project on 
01304 241806, Je rem y  Cope on 01304 
211348 or by e-mail at: 
mail@ whitecliffscountryside.org.uk 
T heir w ebsite can be accessed  at 
www. whitecliffscountrvside .org.uk

D ates for the w orking parties
Tliesday 28th April 
Thursday 21st May 
Friday 26 June 
TUesday 28th July 
Thursday 20th August 
Friday 25th Septem ber 
October to be advised

The new reciprocating grass cutter

mailto:mail@whitecliffscountryside.org.uk
http://www.whitecliffscountryside.org.uk


M EM BERSHIP NEWS Spring 2009
M e m b e r s h ip  R e n e w a l  - S u b s c r ip t io n s  A r e  N o w  D u e

With 451 members we have maintained the same average for the last four years. Our 
Society’s size is probably quite healthy for a town like Dover and new recruits just about 
keep up with the losses. New members are always needed and we trust are made to feel 
welcome, so please publicise us when possible.
When you are paying, the cost is still £6 single membership and £10 joint. Please 
remember the advantage to the member and to the membership secretary of subscribing 
by standing order. Also, if you have not already signed for Gift Aid and you are a taxpayer, 
please do so. Gift Aid is 'free’ for the member but gains the Society nearly a third more 
from subscription income and helps to fund production of a newsletter.
My personal thanks go to Georgette Rapley who has kindly succeeded Adeline Reidy as 
raffle organiser and to all those who give prizes and sell tickets. The raffle is another 
source of income that helps to maintain our good value subscription.
Our new members are:- Mrs M J Robson, Mrs B M Park, Ms P Carr and Dr N & Mrs N 
Woolhouse. We send our sympathy to the families and friends of members who have 
died:- Mrs F L Tbdd, Mrs P Fargher, Mr J F Adams, Mrs D Harris, Mrs J  Stoddart, Mr W 
Parry and Mrs A Mahoney. Sheila R Cope

The work o f the

PL A NNING
Sub-Com m ittee

Report by JACK WOOLFORD, Chairman

D espite the econom ic dow nturn  
(recession? slump?), Dover Tbwn Council 
praisew orth ily  goes ahead  w ith  the 
greening of Charlton Green, w ith  its 
Fairtrade application, and looks not 
unfavourably on our suggestion that it take 
over and refurbish Dover’s Historic Panels 
which are in a sad state and reflect poorly 
on the town's image. Furtherm ore, there 
m aybe  an Irish and Chinese Art Exhibition 
in  the m useum  or the Tbwn Hall. We await 
response to our suggested conversion of 
Dover’s W hitfield-bound B&Q. into a 
bowling alley or ice rink. O ur suggestion 
for the establishm ent of a fund for the 
refurbishm ent of the Tbwn Hall, after the 
2012 Olympic Games, has been  accepted.

Our missing town centre trees are again 
going to be replaced b u t only once more, 
hard ly  surprising! W etherspoons have 
w ithdraw n from  the rehab ilita tion  of 
Snoops in  Castle Street for the second 
time. We have suggested the com pulsory 
purchase of this, Dover's leading eyesore, 
and its transform ation into a C om m unity 
Centre. Com m ercial negotiations are in 
fact taking place.

We have expressed deep concern  over the 
dem olition of the Postal Sorting Office on 
Maison Dieu Road tha t appears to have 
occurred w ithout p lanning  perm ission. 
Dover District Council is investigating at 
our request. We have also strongly  
opposed DDC’s approval for the 
construction of two 4-bed sem is in  the 
back garden of 106 Maison Dieu Road. We 
support the appeal of the neighbours in 
105 to the Local G overnm ent O m budsm an 
for m aladm in istra tion . We have also 
opposed construc tion  of the Langdon 
Wind Farm  at the Public Inquiry.
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November Meeting
LOCAL STAINED GLASS

A talk by Dick Bolton reported by Alan Lee

The vestry window in Tbmple 
Ewell church is part m etal glass 
and  p art sta ined  glass; th is 
m ethod dates from  the start of 
the 13th century. Flem ish and 
G erm an glass, from  the 16th or 
17th century, form  the upper 
part of the window. A great deal 
o f the glass we have from  this 
period had b een  brought back by 
people who travelled abroad and 
on the ir re tu rn  had sold it in  
London. On the south side of the 
chancel there are four windows 
m ade from  Swiss glass, also 
likely to be from  the 16th or 17th 
century.

Derek  Leach, ou r chairm an, 
com m enced  the w in te r season of 

talks by introducing Colonel Dick Bolton, 
a m em ber of the Dover Society and of the 
Freem en of the Worshipful Com panies of 
Glaziers and Painters o f Glass.

Dick s ta rted  h is ta lk  w ith  som e 
background details o f Saxon and m edieval 
glass. In m edieval tim es m any people 
though t th a t glass had  m ystical and 
magical properties. Examples from  this 
period include windows in  C anterbury 
Cathedral, one portraying the th ree kings 
following a star to find Jesus. This has 
th ree  e lem en ts  -  c lear glass 
itself, pain t on glass and lead 
lines tha t hold the glass together.

Dick th en  m oved on to local windows 
containing Victorian glass; th ree typical 
examples are in  St M ary in Castro. In the 
w est end of the Dover College Chapel is a 
m em orial w indow to L ieutenant R W Bell 
Royal Engineers who died in 1900 in 
South Africa. The south side of the nave of 
St Paul’s Roman Catholic Church has glass 
from  ea rlie r w indow s. In  the  1860 
m em orial w indow Clare Astill rearranged 
this glass as the figure of St George.

Buckland church has a 1923 window by 
A nne Lewis, wife of A lderm an Lewis. The 
council cham ber of the Maison Dieu has



th ree high quality m em orial w indows by  
Walter Lonsdale of the U.S.A., while above 
the entrance are Richard II and H ubert de 
Burgh b o th  by  W illiam  Wales of 
Newcastle. In  the  m ain  hall are six 
windows each 10 feet across and 21 feet 
high that depict the history of Dover. They 
w ere designed by  Edward Pointer and the 
architect was Burgess who at the tim e 
charged only £20 for each design. One 
shows a relief o f Dover Castle in  1816 and 
H ubert de Burgh w hilst ano ther depicts 
H enry  VIII arriving along w ith details of a 
Cinque Ports ship.

D over’s old bu ild ings contain  m any  
superb windows; some show the h istory of 
the town, others com m em orate events 
and still m ore are m em orials to fallen 
heroes. A large num ber of these, in  public 
places, are available for v iew ing by  
everyone, w ith  a g reat m any  being

situated in  churches. So next tim e you 
visit an old building rem em ber to glance 
up as the m ajority of these old windows 
are well w orth looking at.

The talk ended w ith the usual question 
and answ er session. One question asked 
was, "How do glass colours react over the 
years to uv light (sunshine)?” In a detailed 
reply  Dick stated that pot metal, stained 
and enam elled  glass will keep the ir colour 
and will hardly fade at all over m any 
hundreds of years. Painted glass however, 
if  applied incorrectly, will som etim es peel 
or flake over the years. M any tim es the 
cause of the dullness of the glass is 
everyday pollution and gentle cleaning 
will usually rectify the problem . It is best 
to carry this out under the directions of a 
qualified glass conservator. The chairm an 
then  thanked Dick for a m ost inform ative 
talk.

PAINT & DECOR CENTRE
&

DECOR DISCOUNT
ADVICE • QUALITY • ALWAYS LOW PRICES 

♦
LARGE RANGE OF WALLPAPERS 

AND BORDERS from £3.99
♦

1,000's of tinted Colours available 
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♦
FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS!

♦
FREE GIFT AT DOVER BRANCH FOR 
DOVER SOCIETY MEMBERS ONLY

w hen spending over £50.00
♦

DOVER 84-86 London Rd. 01304 204460 
DEAL 28 The Stran d , Walmer. 01304 374104 
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Service & Repair
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Fridges, Freezers, 
Fridge Freezers, 

Microwaves, 
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Then give us a call 

Tel: 01304 204194 

Mob: 07763 247304



DOVER LIFEBOATS
A talk by Captain Peter White reported by Terry Sutton

Cap tain  Peter White, D over Royal 
National Lifeboat Institu tion  (RNLI) 

operations manager, was the second of 
our guest speakers at the w ell-attended 
m eeting at St M ary's parish centre on 
Novem ber 17th.

He told us tha t never in  the 173-year 
history of the Dover lifeboat had the crew 
had so m any call-outs as in  2008. Already 
they  had gone to sea on rescue m issions 
59 tim es, the last tha t very sam e day, to 
rescue th ree people in a leaking Dutch 
barge five m iles off the port.

Captain White recalled the history of life 
saving at sea from  the b irth  of the RNLI in 
1824. It was in 1835 w hen the Dover 
H um ane Society se t up  a charity  to 
establish a Dover lifeboat station. This was 
taken over by  the RNLI in  1857.

The early Dover lifeboats w ere carriage- 
m ounted  and were launched  from  the 
beach in  front of the prom enade w here a 
w inch still m arks the spot. The Clock 
Tbwer building at the w estern  end of the 
prom enade was an early  lifeboat house. At 
one stage, because of the lack of work, the 
RNLI took aw ay the  Dover 
lifeboat. It was reinstated in  the 
1920s because of the need  to 
rescue aviators who had been  
shot dow n in  the  C hannel.
D uring the  1939-45 war, the 
Dover craft was com m andeered 
by the RAF for use as a fast 
rescue craft.

The p resen t lifeboat, costing £1.5 
m illion, is packed  w ith 
experim ental facilities including 
a fixed cam era  th a t film ed 
rescues for training and publicity

purposes. It costs £450,000 a year to 
finance the Dover lifeboat station, b u t that 
includes depreciation of the craft and the 
boathouse.

At Dover, th ey  have 28-trained 
crew m em bers, v irtua lly  all of them  
volunteers, and they  never pu t to sea on a 
rescue w ithout at least five on board and 
no m ore th a n  seven. T here  are 232 
lifeboat stations in  the UK and Ireland and 
these will cost the RNLI around £145 
million this year.

C aptain W hite told of an  unexpected  
phone call he received from an unnam ed 
Dover w om an who w anted to contribute 
som eth ing  to the  local lifeboat. He 
suggested a few reasonably priced items, 
such as a pair of binoculars, bu t she 
offered more. She eventually settled on 
£513,000 that paid for the cost of the 
boathouse on Crosswall Quay.

* One little know n fact our speaker told 
us about was that Samuel Plimsoll (1824
98), the cam paigner for the safety of 
seafarers, was b u ried  in  H ythe 
churchyard.

Brownies enjoy trip round harbour



December Meeting
THE CHRISTMAS FEAST 2008

Reported by Alan Lee

On  Saturday 13th D ecem ber m em bers 
and guests of the society gathered at 

the refectory, in the grounds of Dover 
College, for their custom ary annual feast. 
As on previous occasions, this once again 
lived up to everyone’s expectations.

Upon arrival m em bers and guests were 
offered a w elcom ing drink. W hilst 
enjoying this first tipple of the evening 
Quodlibet en tertained all present to festive 
songs. Included in this selection was O 
little town o f Bethlehem, Hark the herald 
angels sing and Once in royal David's city.

Those presen t then  enjoyed a m eal of fine 
and plentiful food accom panied by  red and 
w hite w ine, fru it ju ice  and coffee. 
Congratulations to the college chefs and 
staff for preparing, presenting and serving 
the excellent food.

Then a short break  was taken to enable the 
raffle to be drawn. I m ust give special 
praise to Georgette Rapley, Sheila Cope 
and Denise Lee who, during the sweet 
course and first part of the concert, gave 
up their tim e and through their hard work 
ensured such a successful raffle.

Quodlibet then  continued w ith Gaudete, 
The holly and the ivy, A  babe was bom  and, 
m y highlight o f th e  evening, a m ost 
m arvellous rendition of Stille nacht. Then 
followed The goslings and  a m ost 
hum orous adaptation of Rudolph the red
nosed reindeer.

Invited to participate all present then  
th rew  them selves w holehearted ly  into 
Good King Wenceslas. I am  sure the m en 
m anaged to out sing the w om en, by  
volume if not quality.

Quodlibet then  sung We wish you a merry 
Christmas. A m ost h ea rtfe lt round  of 
applause then  ended the concert at about 
10pm.

The Christmas feast

A fter the  m eal the m ain  concert by  
Quodlibet com m enced w ith a selection of 
traditional in ternational carols. Deck the 
halls with holly (Welsh), The boars head 
(English), El noi de la mare (Catalan) and 
Ding dong merrily on high (French).

The members of Quodlibet were:
Ruth Hoskins -  soprano; Jane Farrell -  mezzo-soprano; 
Richard Pond -  tenor; Jon Williams -  bass and Director: 
Peter Giles -  countertenor.



January Meeting
DOVER'S WORKHOUSE

A talk by Derek Leach reported by Alan Lee

Our Chairm an Derek Leach began the 
evening by  going back m any centuries 

to the tim e w hen m ainly religious houses 
provided care for the poor and needy. 
These included the Priory of St. Martins, 
the Maison Dieu, St. Radigund’s Abbey 
along w ith St. Bartholom ew’s Hospital, 
Buckland who cared for the lepers. Back in 
1535 individual parishes were responsible 
for the ir poor w ith provision for Indoor 
relief in  specially built houses and Outdoor 
relief in people's houses.

As a consequence of the 1723 Workhouse 
Tfest Act, the then  Mayor, Charles Smith, 
o rdered  the  old co rporation  store in 
Lim ekiln Street to be leased to St. Mary's 
Parish as a poorhouse. It rem ained as such 
from  1725 to 1795. It was th en  replaced 
the following year by  a new  workhouse by 
the river at St. C atherine’s Place, Charlton.

In  1793 the  River U nion poorhouse 
covered six parishes, w hich th e n  
increased to th irteen . River House is now

a private dwelling. M any parish  
workhouses were in  existence at this tim e: 
St. Jam es' in  W oolcom ber Street, 
Charlton's at St. Peter’s in Bridge Street 
and The Gilbert Workhouse at Elham. 
This is also now  a private dwelling and 
still nam ed The Poor House.

By 1832 there w ere 373 Unions dispensing 
Outdoor re lief nationally at the cost of £8 
million. By 1835 there were two new  large 
w orkhouses established by the River and 
the Eastry Unions. On 1st May the River 
Union held  its first m eeting to set the 
relief for the able-bodied poor in  all their 
parishes. They agreed on a day rate of lOd 
for a single m an, 1/- for a couple plus Id  
for each child, bu t not exceeding Is  6d for 
children! H alf of this am ount was to be in 
kind.

In 1835, realising the need  for larger 
prem ises, they  purchased th ree acres and 
th ree roods of land in Buckland from 
George H atton at £80 per acre. A further 
one acre, one rood and eight perches was 
leased for 21 years at £2 10s an acre. Work 
proceeded quickly w ith building tenders 
invited for 11th July, only eight days later. 
One fu rther w eek la ter the clerk w rote to 
the  parish  o rdering  all able-bodied 
labourers on poor relief to report to Mr 
Land’s farm yard  opposite Buckland 
Brewery. Some 50 m en tu rned  up at 8am 
the next Thursday ready for work. In 
February 1836 five m ore acres of land at 
£80 an  acre was pu rchased  to allow 
additional buildings to be erected. The 
new  w orkhouse opened on 24th April
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1836. It had taken only n ine m onths and 
one week to com plete at a cost of £6,374 
4s lid . In Ju ly  the Guardians of the River 
Union had gained perm ission from the 
Poor Law Com m ission for St. M ary’s 
Parish to jo in  them .

In April 1837, as the greatest population 
in  the U nion was in  the Borough of Dover, 
they would change the nam e to the Dover 
Union. The d inner that Christm as was 
baked beef, p lum  pudding and a p in t of 
porter to d rink the Q ueen’s health.

There w ere four types of inm ates: casuals 
or tram ps, the able-bodied, the aged and 
the sick. A tram p  could  apply  for 
adm ission betw een  4pm  and 9pm. He had 
a bath, a m eal o f bread and soup, was kept 
for one day and em ployed by the Labour 
Master. He would be dism issed the next 
day, w ith a chunk of bread and cheese and 
a way ticket, w hich entitled  h im  to a free 
drink at a specified place halfway to the 
next workhouse.

There w ere 286 inm ates by 1843 who if 
they  refused to w ork would be com m itted 
to jail. T hey were also encouraged to 
m igrate to the north  or to em igrate to 
Canada or Australia.

The n u m b er of inm ates in  1902 
had reached 427 b u t the ir conditions 
h ad  im proved  m arked ly . The 
dorm itories were clean, som e had 
separate room s and there was a 
nursery. There was a large m odern 
kitchen, a pleasant workroom with 
good views of Dover’s hills and the 
large efficient laundry  was handling 
12,000 item s each week. Now taught 
locally, the girls were at Buckland 
School and the boys at Charlton. 
The cost of runn ing  the workhouse 
was now £9,491 per year b u t by  1924 
this had risen  to £50,000.

The Board of G uardians ran  the 
w orkhouse un til 1930 w hen  the 
responsibility fell to Kent County Council. 
They had m ost of the original buildings 
dem olished  b u t by  1936 it had b een  
rebuilt and renam ed the Public Assistance 
Institution.

The Second World War saw the able
bodied inm ates transferred . O perating 
and X-Ray theatres installed and m em bers 
of the Volunteer Auxiliary D etachm ent 
(VAD) directed  to w ork at the new ly 
nam ed  E m ergency M edical Services 
Hospital. It becam e the Dover County 
H ospital w hen  the  Public H ealth  
D epartm ent of Kent County Council took 
over in  1943 and on the setting up of the 
National H ealth Service in  1948 it was 
renam ed Buckland Hospital.

D erek ended  his m ost enlightening talk 
w ith the following thought: M any of the 
old w orkhouse buildings rem ain  today on 
the Buckland Hospital site and although 
Buckland is not included in  the provision 
of future hospital care in  Dover m any 
people of Dover and District will m ourn  
its demise. T hey will also w onder w hat 
lies ahead.



40 YEARS OF THE 
LEGAL UNEXPECTED IN DOVER
A talk by Richard Sturt reported by Alan Lee

For the second talk of the evening the 
society welcom ed back Richard Sturt 

for w hat would be his fourth talk to the 
m em bers.

W hen Richard first arrived at Dover Priory 
Station in  April 1963 he had an office in 
Castle Street. Many tim es stories would be 
recounted from the past along with the 
unconventional characters who appeared 
in  court, especially  m agistrates and 
chairm an of the bench. The following are 
just some of them .

In the early days one of Richard's clients 
had b een  accused of grievous bodily harm  
following an argum ent and the boatswain 
had stabbed the other party. His client had 
in tervened  and bit the boatsw ain’s nose 
off. As his client was appearing before the 
judge his justice Lord Melford Stephenson, 
a harsh  man, Richard feared the worst for 
him . However, surprise, surprise! The 
judge, on hearing the evidence, was so 
am used that he handed down a fine of 
only £25.

H istorically our territorial waters were 3 
miles wide, the distance that a cannonball 
could be fired. In 1964 after the Fishing 
Limits Act HMS Soberton, an old wooden 
minesweeper, intercepted  a small French 
traw ler fishing off the  N orth Kent 
Channel. It was the Gloire a Marie from 
Etaples. The French refused to stop and 
zigzagged the ir way across the channel to 
ju st off D unkirk w here the Soberton gave 
up the chase. Thirty-six hours la ter the 
Soberton was patrolling off Rye Bay and 
found a boat fishing illegally. It once again 
tu rned  out to be the Gloire a Marie who 
again ran. Again they  set off in pursuit and

Dover Straits

closing in  they fired their 1 inch Bofors 
gun, b u t after three rounds it jam m ed. The 
captain as they came along side, ordered 
the crew  on deck. T hey  th e n  th rew  
everything at the French. He threw  his 
binoculars w hilst one of the crew started to 
throw  potatoes. One spud broke a window 
on the trawler, the French captain then 
surrendered because he thought that live 
rounds were being fired at them . They 
were arrested, charged w ith nine breaches 
of the law, fined £2,000 and had their nets 
confiscated. If only people knew  -  our 
greatest ever naval engagem ent was ended 
by  a King Edward potato!

The Struma, a tanker of the Bulgarian Stat 
Marine, en  route from Oslo to the Black 
Sea in  1970, for som e reason altered course 
after passing the North Goodwin Light and 
ran  aground. The Dover tugs D om inant 
and D iligent pu lled  h e r  off b u t w ere 
awarded a m iserable am ount of m oney by 
the Lloyds arbitrator.



The Brave Enterprise was Panam anian 
registered w ith a m ultinational crew and 
bound for Jeddah. She had broken down in 
the Channel and was then  towed to Dover 
by Dover H arbour Board tugs. The crew 
sold parts of the ship, including the ship’s 
w heel to pay the fine. Tied up in  the 
Wellington Dock she sprang a leak and was 
saved, bu t the cargo of Carnation Milk was 
condem ned and dum ped on the quayside. 
Writs were issued by the crew, an Oslo 
sh ipyard  and  Dover H arbour Board 
am ongst others. The ship was sold by the 
Admiralty Marshal to Turkish Cypriots and 
renam ed H appy Times. She was last seen 
chugging slowly away from Dover and 
sitting very low in the water.

At 4am  on 11th January  1971 near the 
Varne Light the Tfexaco Caribbean was in 
collision w ith the Paracas and eight lives 
were lost. The next day the Brandenburg 
struck the wreckage and twenty-one lives 
were lost. In  April another ship, the Niki 
ran  into the  w reckage and a fu rth e r 
twenty-two lives were lost. It was these 
th ree incidents tha t led to the Dover 
Straight Traffic Separation  Schem e 
becom ing m andatory in 1972.

Texaco Caribbean

In 1978 Richard attended the signing of 
the W estern Docks H overport four-sided 
agreem ent betw een  British Railway Board, 
British Rail Hovercraft Limited, Dover 
Harbour Board and Societe Nationale des 
Chem ins de fer Frangais.

He recounted two near collisions both  
caused by  car ferries, w ith in  1987 the 
Silver Reefer and  in  1988 the  Sirius 
Highway.

A nother case was that of the capsizing of 
the H erald  o f Free E nterprise . The 
com pany was tried  and found guilty of 
m anslaughter and non-com pliance w ith 
m aritim e law.

O ne case R ichard prepared , b u t lost, 
involved the b an  on shipping live anim als 
for slaughter. The court held  the ban  to be 
unlawful, even though the purpose was to 
avoid d isruption to the rest of the ferry 
traffic.

Calvin Hoffman, Broadway critic for the 
New York Times, th rea tened  to shoot 
h im self and insisted that he would only 
talk to Richard, so he flew out to Sarasota, 
America. Later he th rea tened  the same 
thing, and Richard said, “go ahead,” b u t he 
d idn’t.

The outcom e of these strange m eetings 
was that Calvin offered a scholarship and 
a prize to anyone who could prove that 
Christopher Marlow was the true w riter of 
Shakespeare’s plays!

R ichard ended  his som etim es sad, 
som etim es am using talk w ith  a story 
about a judge and a barrister.

C0s/SD
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A TRIBUTE
—  — • to the — ----------------

BELGIAN WORKERS
by Alan Lee

Following the restoration of the plaque 
by the Dover Society, m entioned in 

the last newsletter, this article is in tended  
to reinforce our thanks to the Belgian 
w orkers who unselfishly helped  in  the 
rebuilding of Dover after WWII.

It was 1945 and Dover had suffered m uch 
dam age during the war. In 1946 to thank 
the tow nspeople for the ir stand against 
the oppression of the Axis powers the 
people of Belgium decided to offer their 
help in  repairing som e of the damage.

The first fifty m en arrived at the port of 
Folkestone, from Ostend, on the afternoon 
of M onday 6th May 1946. A further fifty 
arrived on each of the next four Mondays, 
bringing the total workforce up to 250.

They proceeded to the National Service 
Hostel at the old H ougham  Camp on the 
outskirts of Dover. This is now part of the 
Dover College playing fields ju st off the 
Folkestone Road close to w here the Hare 
and H ounds once traded. This was to be 
their hom e for the next year.

The following evening they w ere given an 
official welcom e at the Maison Dieu Hall 
by  the Mayor, m em bers of the council and 
officials. In  h is  w elcom e speech  the 
Mayor A rthur Thom as Goodfellow said 
that Dover people appreciated the ir visit, 
particularly  in  view of the fact tha t the 
people of Belgium  them selves had  
suffered as a resu lt of the war, and there 
was p len ty  of rebuilding to be done in

the ir own land. The visit showed that 
there was still, in  the hearts of their 
people and the British, the feeling of 
com radeship that existed during the years 
of the w ar and  it was th a t sort of 
friendship w hich would ensure the peace 
of tomorrow. He also hoped that they 
would settle down and enjoy them selves 
during the ir six m onths stay. In fact m any 
w ere to stay for about a year. There then  
followed m usic, m agic and song with 
refreshm ents served during the interval 
and at the end of the concert.

On W ednesday 22nd May the Rt. Hon. 
George Alfred Issacs, M inister of Labour 
and National Security visited Dover to 
m eet the Belgian M inister of Labour and 
Social Security M. Leon-Elie Ttoclet. They 
w ere accom panied by  Mr JW Stephenson 
President of the National Federation of 
Building Trades O peratives and  M. I. 
Smets General Secretary of the Belgian 
Builders and G eneral W orkers U nion. 
D uring the day they  visited the hostel at 
H ougham  and toured some of the war 
dam aged areas of the town.

In the late afternoon the Belgian M inister 
unveiled a tablet on the Effingham Street 
wall of the last house in  Saxon Street. The 
tablet reads, “On May 14th 1946, M. Leon- 
Elie Troclet, Belgian M inister o f Labour 
and Social Security, unveiled this tablet to 
com m em orate the  arrival o f Belgian 
w orkers who as a token of gratitude and 
adm iration, cam e to help  in  the rebuilding



of Dover, outpost of freedom  from  1939 to 
1945.” The cerem ony was broadcast by 
the  Belgian Radio Service and  was 
attended by  m em bers of the local council 
and officials. Mr Issacs paid tribute to the 
people of Belgium and said tha t in  some 
ways they  had suffered m ore than  the 
people of Britain because w hatever we 
had  dropped on us by  the enem y, at least 
we did not have the G erm ans walking our 
streets as victors. He added tha t in  spite of 
the  am oun t o f rebuild ing  n eed ed  in  
Belgium they had spared some of the ir 
craftsm en to help the people of Dover. 
T hat evening a d inner was held  in  the 
Maison Dieu Hall and toasts w ere drunk  
to Belgium, Dover and the British and 
Belgian building operatives.

By June 1946 there w ere 200 Belgians 
repa iring  tw enty-seven  unoccup ied  
houses in  Saxon and N orm an Street. Ttoo 
of these would be ready for occupation by 
the 29th June, then  two m ore each week 
thereafter. At the sam e tim e there were 
th ir ty  Belgians re-erec ting  eight flat 
houses (those dem olished by bombs).

On Sunday 21st Ju ly  Belgium 's 
Independence Day was celebrated at the 
hoste l at West H ougham . T he day 
com m enced w ith a Special Mass and a 
cerem ony around the flag, both  broadcast 
by  the BBC in the ir overseas programme. 
Miss M argaret Goodfellow represen ted  
h e r  father, the  Major of Dover. T hat 
afte rn o o n  was devoted  to a sports 
program m e. D uring th e  dance th a t 
evening Miss Goodfellow presented  the 
prizes, donated by  the Fairy Godmother of 
the hostel, Mrs Hastings-Ord OBE. She 
also read out a telegram  from HM the 
King sending his sincere greetings and 
desire tha t they  would spend a happy  day 
celebrating.

By Septem ber te n  houses had  b ee n

com pleted in  N orm an and Saxon Street 
and  the  rem a in d e r  w ere ready  for 
decoration. They w ere also rebuilding 
eight in  Barton Road and now  also ten  at 
Stanhope Road.

By the end of D ecem ber 1946 there were 
about 125 Belgians working on these last 
two sites. Tb enable them  to have a week's 
leave at New Year, to visit the ir families in 
Belgium, they  carried on w ork throughout 
Christm as Day and Boxing Day. After 
w ork on Christm as Day, at the ir hostel, 
they  enjoyed a typical English Christmas 
d inner w ith tu rkey and plum  pudding 
followed by  a film show and party  with 
gam es and dancing. Each worker received 
a presen t from  M adame Hastings-Ord. At 
the tim e she lived in Surrey b u t was very 
active in  welfare work for the Belgians in 
this country. For this work she was later 
awarded the O rder of Leopold.

By the end of May 1947 the work had been 
finished and the Belgians were returning 
hom e w ith h eartfe lt thanks from  the 
people of Dover. The M inister of Works 
Mr CW Key MP sen t the following le tte r to 
each of the Belgians who worked in  Dover. 
“On behalf of the British Governm ent, I 
express to you our sincere thanks for the 
great help  w hich you, personally, have 
given in  the restoration of one of our most 
heavily bom bed cities. The excellent work 
you have accom plished at Dover, while 
w orking w ith  m y  M inistry’s Mobile 
Labour Force, will long stand as a symbol, 
not only of the high standard of Belgian 
craftsm anship , b u t also of the 
m ain tenance in  peace time, as in  the 
b itter days of war, of firm  com radeship 
and close alliance betw een the Belgian 
and British peoples.”

A tablet was also erected on the wall in  the 
centre of the eight houses in  Barton Road. 
It reads, “This tablet was erected as a
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Barton Road plaque

token of the gratitude of the people of rehabilitation of the tow n after the war
Dover to the Belgian w orkers who rebuilt 1939 -  1945. A rthur T. Goodfellow, Major,
these  houses and assisted  in  the  May 1947."

JL Wine and Wisdom *JI
rW  16th February 2009 ?  *

Report from  Jerem y Cope
The Society’s Wine & Wisdom evening was its usual success attracting 90 competitors. We 
owe Clive Taylor and his team  of wife Jill and scorer Andrew our grateful thanks, for the 
skill with which they select questions that particularly suit us and for allowing us to 
dem onstrate our knowledge rather than our ignorance. Clive runs the questioning with 
good hum our and a sense of fun.

Our thanks are also due to Patricia and her husband Pat for organising the event and to 
their helpers. The food was excellent. Mike Weston organised the wine which I noted gave 
us all a real sense of wisdom and before you all scoff in disbelief I m ust report Clive’s 
com m endation of the general level of scores achieved. The results were:

Best team: Enigma with a score of 83points.
Second: Finn with 82 points.
Equal third: Smith’s Crisps, Hughies and Silly Billies. All with 80 points.

We lesser mortals may take comfort with a lowest score of 72 points (all scores out of 100)
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Editors Note
T h e follow ing artic le  w as o rig ina lly  
s e n t  to  th e  D over W ar M em o ria l 
P ro ject b y  C harles (C huck) W. V ulyak 
Jr. a f te r  h e  fo u n d  th e  V ir tu a l 
M em oria l on  th e  in te rn e t  a t 
w w w .doverw arm em orialproiect.org .uk

H e also se n t a m essage o f  th a n k s  th a t 
read , 'T hank you  so very m uch for  
pu tting  the Dover W ar M emorial Project 
together. Please tell your volunteers - 
from  the son o f a Yank who helped to 
defend yo u r tow n during the buzz bomb  
attacks, thank you  from  the bottom o f  
m y heart!

In  tr ib u te  to  h is  dad, now  deceased , 
C huck  is find ing  o u t abou t th e  127th 
AAA G un B attalion US A rm y  w ith  
w h ich  h is  fa th e r se rv ed  d u rin g  th e  
ea rly  p a r t o f  WWII. H e h as  m an ag ed  
to  c o n ta c t n e a r ly  fo rty  o f  th e  
su rv iv ing  ve teran s. C huck 's m o th e r  
w as a nu rse , w ho d u rin g  th e  War 
h e lp e d  te n d  re tu rn in g  w o u n d ed  GIs. 
C huck  la te r  se rv ed  in  th e  US A ir 
Force.

I f  a n y  D over Society  m e m b ers  have 
a n y  in fo rm atio n  ab o u t th e  batta lion , 
ev e n  rem in isce n ce s  o r m em o ries , he 
w ou ld  a p p re c ia te  th e  in fo rm atio n . 
P lease co n tac t th e  ed ito r o n  01304 
213668.

In  th e  M aison  D ieu  H all, D over th e re  
a re  tw o p laq u es  abou t th e  127th.

T h e  first states: 127th A A A  - The 127th 
A n ti A ircraft Artillery Gun Battalion US 
A rm y  salutes the people o f  Dover for

their courage in  the defence o f Great 
Britain. We shared w ith them  against 
German fly ing  bombs and  shells in  
1944.

T h e second  p laque, p laced  alongside 
a p iece o f  sh rap n e l, states:
Shrapnel from  15in G erman gun fired a t 
D over from  Cap Gris-Nez, France, 
September 10, 1944, killing Pvt Robert 
Nisewonger, US A rm y, while on guard  
duty. Found by PFC James D  Jones, A 
Btry, 127 A A A  Gun Bn US A rm y. In  
W W II D over w as called H ells Fire 
Comer. Presented to the people o f  Dover 
A ugust 16 1944 as a m em ento o f  the 
shelling they endured.

O n 25th  S ep tem b er 1994 th e  v e te ran s  
p laced  a p laque, n e a r  to th e  e n tra n ce  
o f  th e  w a rtim e  tu n n e ls  a t D over 
Castle, to co m m em o ra te  th e  AAA 
G un B attalions, US A rm y  w ho served  
h e re  d u rin g  th e  w ar years.

pyM M F.M ofi.

The 12M-. 124*. U?,* /2/S*. 127* 134*  
-4.4 H f.nr. Army

\ik irl, w eix oatttmUed. fi rim 
ih i\ i jn t ip  lU nrisj i.ir f  'rs i t ia tr g

O V tliA T iO N  CROSSBOW  
in comttar agninrr 

th* 11 l~lvUig liori'i.- 
and t i t /v  crettiwl vtrli a loral of 

H54 kills 
during tha stitnmer of 1944

The commemorative plaque

http://www.doverwarmemorialproiect.org.uk
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THE SCREAMING EAGLE
Dover's Adopted B atta lion

4 th  A u g u st to  1 7 th  Sep tem b er 1 9 4 4

By Charles W. Vulyak, Jr 
Son of Corporal Charles W. Vulyak US Veteran o f the ‘Diver Defense Belt3 

Dover, England

n 1st July 1944, the 
HMT Scythia set sail 

for England from a New 
York harbour. Below her 
decks were about 700 m en 
of the US 127th AAA Gun 
Battalion and other military 
personnel. H er destination 
was Liverpool, England.
During her 14 day voyage, 
she was accom panied by 
Naval War ships and other 
troop transports. As the 
days w ent by, m any of the 
soldiers aboard becam e seasick as the 
convoy zigzagged across the no rthern  
Atlantic to out m anoeuvre possible enem y 
U-boats. On 15th July, the HMT Scythia 
dropped her anchor safely in  Liverpool 
harbour. The soldiers with their personal 
gear disembarked for about a mile m arch to 
waiting troop trains that would take them  to 
their first encam pm ent. Destination: Anzio 
Camp at Blackshaw Moor, Staffordshire. A 
day later the Battalion received their new 
equipm ent: 90mm guns, am m unition, 
radar and com m unication equipm ent, 
trucks and tractors.

From 15th to 29th July they degreased, 
cleaned, checked and prepared all of their 
equipm ent for the future fire missions to 
come. Many briefings were held to instruct 
the soldiers on their next assignments. On 
the night of 29th July, the battalion began

their m ovem ent from their 
camp to the White Cliffs of 
Dover. Within three to four 
days, the battalion was in 
position at Camp Swingate 
to start the ir task of 
defending southeast 
England and London. 
During their m onth and a 
half assignment at Dover 
they shared slit trenches, 
foxholes, anti-aircraft 
defence tactics, firing 
m issions and num erous 

enem y shelling events with the British anti
aircraft soldiers positioned alongside their 
batteries. The Screaming Eagle Battalion 
engaged 188 V-l bombs and fired 6,105 
rounds of 90mm shells. They claimed 89 V-
1 bombs and were allowed 56 kills. During 
their tim e on the cliffs four m em bers of the 
battalion were killed, seven were wounded 
from enem y shelling and one wounded 
from friendly fire. The battalion had more 
casualties while defending the southeast of 
England and London than during any battle 
campaign on the continent of Europe. On 
27th September, the battalion crossed the 
Channel from  Southam pton to O m aha 
Beach to begin their next big assignm ent of 
helping to free continental Europe of 
tyranny.

My father was a m em ber of the 127th AAA 
Gun Battalion, Battery "B” as the gunner.

Charles W. Vulyak, }r



The gun crew

Many tim es w hen I was a boy, I would ask 
him  about his experiences in Dover and on 
the European continent. Many tim es he 
would not w ant to talk about it. When I was 
older, he would m ention how terrible the 
shelling was on the Cliffs. While he was on 
guard duty on the Cliffs, he would use the 
high-powered military binoculars to scan 
the C hannel and the air for enem y 
m ovem ent and watch for flashes of fire 
coming from the enem y's 16-inch guns 20 
m iles across the Channel near Calais, 
France. Once he spotted the flashes, he 
would then alert the battalion about in
com ing shells. It took the projectiles 
approximately 60 seconds before impacting 
on the White Cliffs. On a very clear and 
quiet night, he said he could see the clock 
tower in Calais, France. Considering all of 
the ugly faces of war around him, he told 
m e that the White Cliffs of Dover was the 
m ost beautiful area he had ever seen in his 
young life. It was a very different vista 
com pared to the sights of his small steel 
mill town in Ohio. When off duty, he would 
go into Dover and get something to eat and 
drink at the Red Lion pub on St. Jam es 
Street. He m entioned that the residents 
were very kind and friendly to him  and the 
rest of the G.I.s that were stationed in the 
Dover area, b u t it was a com pletely 
different picture as the battalion moved

across Europe. W hen they  crossed the 
w estern border of the enem y’s country, he 
said as their convoy would roll through 
small towns, the residents, from  the ir 
second floor windows, would throw garbage 
and waste on them . Somewhere in this 
area, he was injured by a large enem y shell 
tha t landed  and exploded near him  
rupturing one eardrum  and damaging the 
other. His war had come to an end. For 
about the next five months, he was treated 
at a hospital in  England. After his 
recuperation, he was shipped back to the 
States for further treatm ents.

My interest in m y father's war history is 
very im portant to me because of the great 
courage and sacrifice shown by  the 
battalion during dangerous and difficult 
tim es during WW II. I am happy to see 
people in  the Dover area keeping up the 
spirit, sacrifice and proud tradition it has 
shown the world so m any tim es in the past. 
It is im portant that our future generations 
always be aware of the sacrifices 
experienced by their loved ones of the past. 
On behalf of m y late father and his 
battalion, thank  you Dover for your 
kindness, friendship and understanding 
shown towards the Screaming Eagle 
Battalion so long ago.

The Screaming Eagle
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Rebuilding Dover ~ Post WWII
A n A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e

By Barry Vaughan review ed b y  Merril Lilley

T hree years ago Barry Vaughan 
em barked on a degree course in 

Archaeology at Canterbury University and 
in 2008 was awarded a First Class Honours 
Degree. For his thesis Barry chose to 
examine the subject of Rebuilding Dover in 
the post war years, looking at the 
opportunities, choices, visions and realities 
in re-making a modern town. This has been 
recom m ended for publication and the 
author is presently working on a num ber of 
revisions with this in mind. Anyone wishing 
to read the document in full should get in 
touch with the author, Barry Vaughan.

The paper aimed to identify and discuss 
sim ilarities and differences betw een re
building policy as it affected buildings 
of different functions and status; to study 
the choices made by planners and see 
if these changed over time; and to see 
how sympathetic the re-building was to 
the original structures, surrounding 
environm ent and sensitivities of local 
people. It also aimed to see if the social 
structure and spatial arrangement 
of the town was affected. Lastly it 
looked at the m em orials that 
relate to Dover’s history.

This was obviously a daunting 
task and one that had been 
undertaken in part by other local 
writers. However, the author has 
focussed on the post war period, 
with a useful introduction to pre
war Dover and then the damage 
suffered by the town from 1940 
onwards w hen it was under 
constant attack for four years. A

large section is devoted to valuable pictorial 
evidence, with m any ‘before and after’ 
pictures showing war damage and 
subsequent re-building. A docum ent 
entitled ‘Dover Reconstruction Proposals' by 
Philip V. Marchant, Borough Engineer and 
Surveyor (1947) is a useful reference 
throughout.

The section of the thesis called ‘summing 
up ’ does not pull any punches and is 
followed by a substantial section on items 
for discussion. Objections to plans and 
opposition to buildings are all highlighted. 
Many objections revolved around the plans 
for the road that was to run along the sea 
front to Eastern Docks, necessitating the 
demolition of many properties. There was 
much opposition to the construction of the 
Gateway flats. In the central area of the 
town some damaged residential properties 
were demolished, some turned over to 
industrial use and some council properties 
either demolished or repaired with little 
new development. Some privately owned



properties were initially left as they were 
with owners repairing as they saw fit. Some 
large Regency houses were compulsorily 
purchased and subsequently replaced by 
flats. The area to the north east of the town 
had several hundred prefabricated 
properties built until perm anent structures 
could be erected. Religious buildings, which 
suffered anything other than the most 
superficial damage, were demolished and 
the land put to alternative use.

There had been plans to redevelop Dover 
before the outbreak of war, and the size of 
the rebuilding task had been anticipated 
very early on during the war by both local 
and central government.

The rebuilding policy was dictated and 
controlled by the council with, it appears, 
little consultation with local residents 
regarding the future of the town. It seemed 
that industrial development took priority 
over residential development and historic 
m onum ents and tourism were regarded as 
largely unimportant. Provision of roads and 
car parking was a high priority. In the main 
it was civic buildings where trouble was 
taken to restore them  in a m anner 
sympathetic to the original.

In conclusion the author attempts to bring 
together all the issues raised including the 
need to redevelop, the magnitude of the

task, the focus of the planners and 
rebuilding policy and the fact that 
great care was taken with 
sympathetic restoration of civic 
buildings and high status 
residential properties. He stresses 
that overall policy of rebuilding 
was centrally controlled and 
directed by the Council. The 
inhabitants of the town had very 
little input but the Dover Harbour 
Board significantly influenced 
decision making in the dock and 
sea front areas.

It was envisaged that the plans would take 
twenty years, by which time a significant 
am ount of new  housing had been  
constructed, much of the road building 
achieved, the car parks in place and the 
seafront area rebuilt. However, the author 
com ments, the centralisation of civic 
buildings did not occur and the massive 
industrialisation of the town had not 
materialised. He says 'the archaeological 
and historical evidence reveals much about 
Dover society in the immediate post-war 
years a great deal of which was reflected 
nationally.’

He concludes, 'With hindsight it is easy to 
criticise those who planned and 
redeveloped Dover but the size of the task 
was enormous and it is probable that those 
responsible, by and large, acted with the 
best of intentions'. However, the author does 
point out that decisions relating to 
reconstruction were alm ost exclusively 
taken by the elite minority with almost no 
m eaningful consultation with ordinary 
people. From an archaeological perspective 
it is the richness of the surviving evidence 
that is of most importance; Dover provides a 
window on past scenarios (such as London 
after the fire of 1666 and Pompeii after the 
earthquake of AD 62) where less of a record 
remains and interpretation is reliant on a far 
greater degree of speculation.
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Your country pub in town

Drop in fo r a pint or three of our excellent 
real ales, real ciders or perries.

Or jus t a coffee. Or a glass or bottle o f wine. 
Or one of our collection of over 50 malt whiskies.

Or a bite to eat. Our own home-smoked salmon is 
famous and our doorstep sandwiches are made 

with fresh bread from our local bakery.

And if  you need accommodation fo r yourself or 
your visitors, we have 4 well-appointed en-suite 

rooms to sleep up to 4 people, 
rated 4* by VisitBritain.

Blakes - no gimmicks, just good food and drink, 
good company and good hospitality.

52 Castle S treet, Dover, CT16 1PJ 
01304 202194 email@blakesofdover.com 

www. blakesof dover. com

mailto:email@blakesofdover.com
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FRIENDLY FIRE
The sinking of the British Submarine, HMS J6 

by the Q-sbip HMS Cymric on 15th October 1918, outside Blyth
B y  Captain G J G Francis MN (Rtd)

Th e  following G overnm ent rep o rt was 
published  in  1919 u n d e r th e  title 

"Subm arine Losses 1904 to p resen t day".

Sunk in  e rro r off Blyth by  Q. Ship HMS 
Cymric.

"On 15th October 1918 HMS J6  was lying 
on the surface outside Blyth. The Q-ship 
Cymric was also in the area. At 1600 a 
submarine was spotted closing to have 
what the Cymric thought was a good look 
before attacking. The Cymric at once 
went to action stations believing the 
submarine to be the German U-boat U6.
As shells poured into the submarine the 
signalman attem pting to hoist a 
recognition signal was killed. J6  
attempted to lose the Q-ship by entering 
a fog bank. Cymric followed and found 
the submarine settling in the water. It  
was only when survivors were picked up 
that the mistake became clear."

It followed th a t a careful enqu iry  into the 
loss o f H.M. Subm arine J6 on  the  15th 
O ctober 1918 at about 1540 w as held  on 
b o a rd  th e  su b m a rin e ’s Blyth b ased  
m o th er ship HMS T itan ia on  the  16th 
O ctober 1918 by  th e  C aptain (S) Blyth, 
C aptain HMS Vulcan and  C om m ander
H.M. Subm arine Ml.

This rep o rt w as subm itted  to th e  Senior 
Naval O fficer H.M. Naval. G ranton Naval 
Base and  the  Secretary of the  Admiralty, 
W hitehall, SW1. A com m unication  dated  
the  19th Ja n u ary  1919 giving a decision

w as se n t to L ie u ten a n t F rederick  H 
P eterson . All p ap e rs  w ere  s tam p ed  
PRIVATE in  bold  red  letters.

T he following sm all ob ituary  concern ing  
D ovorian Ellis C harles Adam s appeared  
in  th e  D aily T elegraph on  th e  29th  
M arch 1984. “E C Adams, w ho has died 
a t D over aged 84, w as a survivor o f a 
naval d isaste r o f th e  1914-1918 War. 
W hen the  subm arine  HMS J6 was sunk  
by  fire from  the  Q-ship Cym ric. O nly 29 
o f the crew  o f 45 survived. T he m istake 
occurred  on  O ctober 15th 1918 w h en  the 
J6 was carry ing  ou t a  surface patro l in  
poor visibility. T he Cym ric, on  patro l 
n ea rb y , on  s igh ting  th e  su b m a rin e  
m istook the  le tte r  ‘J ’ on  the  conning  
tow er for a “U” an d  o p ened  fire. Since 
th e  d isaste r no British subm arine  has 
carried  the le tte r  “J".

I knew  Mr Adams, the  father o f m y  wife 
M ary, for 25 years an d  as h e  had  sp en t a 
lifetim e in  the  Royal Navy covering two 
w orld w ars and  I w as th e n  com pleting 
m y career o f fifty years connected  w ith  
the M erchant Navy we had  a great deal 
in  com m on to discuss.

O n the  few  occasions th a t an y  m en tion  
was m ade b y  M r Adam s o f his w ar 
service, h e  w ou ld  re m e m b e r  hav in g  
served on the  subm arine  M I th a t had  
possessed a 14-inch gun. O ccasionally he 
w ould m en tio n  the d isaster w hen  the 
subm arine  th a t he was serving on  as a



Ellis Charles Adams

te leg rap h ist, HMS J6, w as su n k  b y  
friendly  fire b y  th e  Special Services top
sail b a rq u a n tin e  HMS C ym ric, 
approxim ately  fifty m ile off the  N orth 
East coast.

H e recoun ted  th a t p rio r to leaving the 
h a rbou r on th a t fateful day to com m ence 
a ten-day patro l off the  Dogger Bank in  
the N orth  Sea, hoisting  a large W hite 
Ensign size 4 b rea th  to the top of the 40 
foot w ire less m ast befo re  tak ing  h is 
departu re  station  in  the  m otor room. 
W hen, following instruc tions from  the 
bridge telegraph, h e  altered  th e  m otor 
sw itches w hich  controlled a series of 
locking arm s th a t h ad  to be pushed  
hom e. T here  was a  g iant rheosta t for 
speeding up  an d  an  equally  g iant sw itch 
for reversing. This responsibility  ensu red  
the  sm ooth  m ovem ents of the  engine

w h ils t th e  C ap ta in  m a n o eu v red  th e  
subm arine from  th e  harb o u r je tty  and 
out of the  harbour.

C learing Blyth harbou r at 1200, HMS J6 
proceeded  a t fifteen  knots ou t into the 
N orth Sea w hen  the C aptain h anded  over 
th e  b ridge con tro l to S ub-L ieu tenant 
Brierly. Also on the  bridge w ere two 
lookouts and  a signalm an, th e  la tte r w ith  
a  rifle at th e  ready  to fire a  coloured 
signal g renade in  rep ly  w hen  challenged 
by  a surface vessel firing th e ir  signal 
grenade first to a subm arine, as requ ired  
b y  H. M. Regulations.

At 1520 the  starboard lookout reported  a 
sailing ship ahead  w ithout an  ensign at 
about 1500 yards, as HMS J6 drew  aw ay 
from  the  sailing ship, w hich had  tu rn ed  
out to be the British d -sh ip  HMS Cymric. 
W ithout challenging the subm arine w ith  
a coloured grenade it d ropped its h inged 
bu lw arks an d  opened  fire w ith  its 4" 
how itzer and  two 12 pounders. O btaining 
d irect h its  on  th e  conning tower, injuring 
Sub-Lieutenant Briely and  knocking the  
rifle  ou t o f th e  s ig n a lm an 's  hands, 
ano ther shell p u n ch ed  the  w aterline and  
fu rth e r shells exploded in  the  control 
room . As th e  s tr ick en  su b m arin e  
increased  its distance to over 4000 yards 
an d  about to e n te r  a  fog b an k  HMS 
C ym ric started  up  its auxiliary engines in  
o rd er to chase th e  su b m arin e  w hile  
continu ing  to p o und  it in to  oblivion.

M eanw hile, dow n below  Adam s jo ined  
o thers includ ing  th e  C aptain to try  to 
stem  the  flooding, w h en  th is failed th ey  
h u rried ly  abandoned  th e  com partm en t 
and  sh u t th e  w atertigh t doors. Salt w ater 
h ad  en te red  th e  b a tte rie s  an d  chlorine 
gas w as seep ing  in to  the  room . Electric 
c ircu its  sh o r te d  an d  sm o u ld ed  in to  
flam e an d  th e re  w as a serious o f m ino r



b u t frig h ten in g  explosions. To m ake 
m atte rs  worse, the  boat was in  com plete 
darkness and  the  crew  w ere knee-deep  
in  water. The level o f carbon dioxide 
bu ilt up  m ore rapidly  th an  expected  and 
by  the  tim e it was decided to p u m p  out 
the  flooded bow  com partm en ts m ost of 
the  officers and  m en  w ere too befuddled  
to th in k  coherently .

T here  was no tim e, o r need, for an  order 
to abandon  ship the  subm arine sank 
w ith in  m inutes. T he C aptain led  the 
rem ain ing  crew  into the  engine room  
w h ere  th e  a fte r escap e-h a tch  w as 
situated  and  the  crew  m anaged  to clim b 
out onto the  subm arines side. T here the 
cap ta in  in stru c ted  L ieu tenan t Robbins 
RNR to get the hands fallen in  on the 
disengaged side and  to take off h is w hite 
sh irt an d  wave it.

Adam s sucked dow n b en e a th  the  sea 
tried  to sw im  upw ards. T here  was th e n  a 
sudden  surge b en e a th  him , w hich  shot 
h im  to the  surface like a cork, h e  tu rn ed  
and  100 yards aw ay he could see the  bow  
of the J6 vertical in  the sea. Som ehow  
the  b e rth ro n  collapsible boat h ad  b ee n  
rem oved  from  the  subm arine  an d  w ith 
o ther surv ivor’s he sw am  over and  they  
h au led  them selves on board. The sea was 
litte red  w ith  dead bodies some, w ounded  
from  shellfire, clinging to w oodw ork 
w hile those living w ere close to death  
from  h y po therm ia  or wounds.

O ne o f the  last to be seen  alive was Sub
L ieu tenan t Brierly w ho h ad  b ee n  the 
Officer o f th e  W atch during  the m o m en t 
th e  C ym ric h a d  o p en e d  fire, w hile  
a tte m p tin g  to  sw im  tow ards som e 
w oodw ork he w as seen  by  Adam s to 
w ave an d  th e n  d isappeared . At th is 
m o m en t th e  Cymric, arrived out of the 
m ist onto th e  scene to discover the

carnage they  had  caused was in  fact to 
one o f th e ir  ow n Royal Naval 
subm arines.

Upon th e  com pletion  o f collecting the 
survivors and  bodies from  the  sea, the 
C aptain o f HMS Cym ric repo rted  to the 
C aptain (S) Blyth the  des truc tion  o f HMS 
J6 w ith  the  loss o f six teen  lives an d  was 
re tu rn in g  to the  subm arine  base.

W hilst on  passage to Blyth, Adams, 
toge ther w ith  all the  o th e r survivors 
questioned  them selves how  the  Cym ric 
h ad  arrived a t the decision to open  fire on 
the ir subm arine w ithout establishing its 
identity, the J6 being  in  full buoyancy, 
m en  on the conning tower, m ast up, 
W hite Ensign flying, gun  u n m an n ed  and 
no t acting in  any  w ay suspiciously.

Over the  days and  years th a t followed 
the survivors o f th e  J6 w ould never com e 
to le a rn  the full final out-com e of the 
enqu iry  in  th e ir  lifetim e. All repo rts  
w ere  m a rk e d  SECRET, such  as th e  
follow ing exam ples th a t have  b e e n  
recen tly  released.

T he following day in  the Courts the 
C om m anding Officer o f the  Cym ric was 
to defend  h is action to fire on  HMS J6 
because he “m istook the  subm arine  for 
U6 and  form ed the op in ion  th a t at a 
d istance of 1500 yards th a t she w as 
G erm an .” T he Courts how ever suggested 
th a t as HMS Cym ric had  visited  the  base 
o f the J  Class subm arines the previous 
m o n th  in  Blyth an d  had  b ee n  provided 
w ith  th e  s ilh o u e tte s  o f th e  J  C lass 
su b m a rin es  th e  p rev ious Ju n e  an d  
S eptem ber, th a t L ie u ten a n t P e te rson  
should  have recognised the shape o f the 
J  Class subm arine. F u rthe r to th a t the 
G erm an subm arine  U6 of the  F landers 
Flotilla had  ru n  aground on the  D utch



coast in  th ick  fog on the  12th M arch 1917 
an d  h ad  b e e n  a rre s te d  b y  the  
N etherlands G overnm ent.

T he C ourt also po in ted  out th a t the 
c ircum stance th a t ap p a ren tly  decided 
L ieu tenan t P eterson to open  fire was the 
sighting o f the  num ber, it should have 
b ee n  well know n  to h im  th a t all British 
subm arines have th e ir  num bers pain ted  
in  bo ld  b lack le tte rs on th e ir  conning  
towers. As far as is know n  th is practice 
w as no t altered  during  the  w ar or since. 
M ore in form ation  indicates th a t enem y  
subm arines never show  th e ir  num ber 
outside the  boat, th is shows in  all photos 
o f G erm an  su b m a rin es  
issued  for I.D. F u rth e r the 
J  Class subm arine is 275 
feet long w ith  a 4” gun  on  a 
revolving platform  forward 
and  as h igh as the conning 
tow er and  the G erm an U 6 
was only  166 feet long w ith 
one 4 p o u n d e r  on  the  
u p p e r deck.

An in teresting  s ta tem en t at 
the  C ourt o f Inqu iry  was 
m ade w hen  the  following 
m em ber: - Captain Elam 
Jam es Tkylor, sk ipper of 
the  Cym ric w as called and 
cautioned.
Q  "Are y o u  th e  Sailing 
M aster o f Cym ric? If  so 
sta te  w h a t you  saw  of 
Subm arine J6."
A "Yes sir, w hen  I saw  the 
su b m a rin e  firs t it w as 
abreast of the fore rigging 
on th e  s ta rboard  bow.
W hen it got abreast o f the 
w h ee lh o u se  I h ea rd  an  
officer say it's a U-boat and

give the order to fire. I th e n  stood b y  the 
engine te legraphs.”
Q. "Was the subm arine flying a flag at h er 
m asthead  and  could you m ake out w hat it 
was?"
A. “Yes Sir, I m ade it out to be a W hite 
Ensign.”
Q. “Was this before guns opened fire or 
afterwards?"
A. “Before Sir.”
Q. “Did you tell anyone of your opinion?" 
A. “No sir."
Q. “Did you see any sm oke signals?"
A. I saw som e black puffs b u t did not 
know  w hat they  w ere sir."
W itness th en  withdrew.

Submarine J6



How  did a teenage boy  from  th e  dep ths 
of Kent find h im se lf  on  a subm arine  in  
the m iddle of th e  N orth Sea in  one o f the 
navy ’s m ost tragic incidences o f the  w ar 
invo lv ing  se rio u s life -th rea te n in g  
circum stances?

We m u st sta rt on th e  25th S eptem ber 
1899, Ellis C harles Adam s w as b o rn  in  
Tlinbridge Wells into a  fam ily o f m arket 
gardeners. Young Charles w as educated  
locally  an d  accord ing  to custom  left 
school at th e  age o f fourteen  to m ake his 
w ay in  th e  w orld. H e applied  to th e  Post 
Office an d  passed  th e  physica l
exam ina tion , th e  w ritte n  te s ts  in  
arithm etic, geography and  w here-abouts 
of the  area to becom e a Boy Ttelegraph 
M essenger.

Tfelegrams w ere delivered  on foot and  b y  
b ike in  the  days before te lephones w ere 
w idespread an d  a te legram  w as the  only 
w ay of getting  a m essage to som eone on 
the sam e day. Each day A dam s signed on 
du ty  an d  the  first m essage could b e  for a 
very  rough  neighbourhood , w hile  he 
w aited  at the  door crowds o f squalid 
ch ild ren  w ould  crow d a ro u n d  h im . 
A no ther tim e it could b e  to a ra th e r 
prosperous m erchan t, w ho w ould give 
h im  tw o-pence an d  w ish  h im  good 
m orning, th u s from  poor to rich. The 
daily life o f a m essenger could b e  one 
official m onotonous du ty  if  it w as n o t for 
the  d iffe ren t sights th a t one had  contact 
w ith  in  the  course o f the  day. At the  Post 
Office base a k itchen  was supplied  for 
the  boys th roughou t th e  day over w hich 
an  overseer presides.

T h en  th e re  w as the  little know n  w eekly 
rifle drill th a t the  boys had  to be tra ined  
in. W hen a d ignitary  visited  a p latoon of 
boys w ould tu rn  ou t on  parade in  fron t of

th e  h ea d  Post Office bu ild in g  to be 
inspected  by, possibly b y  royalty  or a 
m ilitary  h igh official.

Early in  1916, aged six teen  and  a h a lf  
C harles vo lun teered  to jo in  the  Royal 
Navy in  the  m iddle of a w orld w ar of 
h ithe rto  unpara lle led  destruction . O n the 
23rd M ay h e  re p o r te d  to th e  shore 
establishm ent, HMS Vivid in  D evonport 
w ith  th e  ran k  o f Boy 2nd Class Seam an to 
com plete fourteen  w eeks of seam anship  
on  sixpence a day. T im e a t th is barracks 
in c lu d ed  a ssessm en ts  an d  se lec tio n  
b o a rd  te s ts  to assis t in  m e asu rin g  
leadersh ip  an d  intelligence.

T he accom m odation  b locks w ere long 
room s in  w hich ham m ocks w ere slung in  
four row s and  w hen  seen  w ith  the  m en  
sitting  at m ess-tables in  the  room  had  the  
ap p e a ran c e  o f  th e  d eck  o f  an  old- 
fashioned line-of-battle-ship. T here  w ere 
electric lights, lavatories on  each  floor 
an d  w ater taps in  each  room . O n the 
ground floors w ere capacious room s for 
dining, sm oking an d  billiards. Boy 2nd 
Class Adam s shared  th is  accom m odation 
w ith  four thousand  o ther sailors.

Adam s proved to b e  o f above average 
in telligence b y  being  se lected  to go to the 
Royal Naval w ireless school HMS Ganges 
a t Shotley on the  9th Septem ber. O n the 
1st N ovem ber 1916 h e  w as p rom oted  to 
bo y -te leg rap h ist an d  b eg a n  se rious 
tra in ing  in  receiving and  transm itting  
w ireless signals, the  decoding an d  coding 
of le tte rs and  cipher codes. H is tra in ing  
in c lu d ed  o p era tin g  th e  F essen d en  
un d erw ater sound-signalling apparatus, 
lis te n in g  on  h y d ro p h o n es  for so u n d  
waves, from  ships in  h is vicinity, raising 
an d  low ering the  te lescopic radio m ast 
on  th e  b rid g e  an d  le a rn in g  valve 
recep tion  and  Poulson arc transm ission.



Som etim e d u rin g  th is  p e rio d  A dam s 
dec id ed  th a t h e  w an te d  to jo in  th e  
subm arine  service, or boats as th ey  are 
re ferred  to b y  subm ariners. W hether it 
w as the  prospects o f the  excitem ent or 
bon u s pay m en ts  is no t know n b u t on 
15th A pril 1917 h e  was posted  to HMS 
D olphin, the  subm arine base  and  school 
at Fort Blockhouse, on  th e  Gosport side 
of Portsm outh  harbour, for subm arine 
training. H e found it an  exclusive service 
as on ly  subm arine  ratings w ere allowed 
in  a subm arine and  th ey  got m ore pay 
a fte r  passing  a v e ry  s tiff  m ed ica l 
exam ination. O ne’s character had  to be 
perfec t to get in  and  discipline was quite 
com fortable. T he officers and  m en  m ixed 
easily although the re  was a ru th lessness 
tow ards an y  sort o f incom petence or 
slackness in  the  perfo rm ance of du ty  and 
a w arm  h ea rted  and  very  real fra tern ity  
resu lted  am ongst all ranks and  ratings.

W hile in  port subm arine  crew s slept in 
the  p a re n t ship and  w orked in  the  boat, 
w h ich  h ad  no  cooking o r sleep in g  
arrangem en ts b y  day. W hen on passage 
or during  exercises the crew  m em bers 
dossed dow n w here th e y  could find a 
b ille t an d  su b sis ted  on  tin n e d  food. 
T hese handicaps as well as prim itive 
sa n ita ry  a rra n g e m e n ts  an d  s tric tly  
ra tioned  fresh  w ater did little to offset the 
y o u th fu l e n th u s ia sm  an d  ea rly  
responsibility  th a t in fused  the  branch .

T h ro u g h o u t th e  war, to  enab le  
subm arines on  patro l to keep  in  touch, 
th ree  depot ships on  the  East Coast, the 
HMS M aidstone at H arw ich, the  HMS 
T itan ia a t Blyth, an d  th e  HMS Lucia at 
M iddleburgh used  to tran sm it to each 
o ther at ten  m in u tes  past each h o u r and 
subm arines w ould in tercep t. Tb enable 
radio traffic to b e  m ain ta in ed  at an  even

volum e, if  no m essages w ere to b e  sent, 
dum m y signals w ere tran sm itted  in  four 
le tte r  code or five-figure cipher. 
Reference w ould th e n  be m ade to a 
codebook th is had  eight ounces of lead  in  
the  cover, so th a t in  an  em ergency, the 
book could be dum ped  into th e  sea and  
kep t ou t of en em y  hands.

Each of these  ships w ould also b e  a 
m o th er ship to the  subm arine crew  who 
lived on board  w hen  in  port. If  the 
officers took all the accom m odation, on 
HMS T itan ia for example, th e n  the  re s t of 
the crew  lived in  the  old herring-drying 
sheds n ea r  the m ain  gate. T he crew  
w ould tell the  coxswain w here th ey  had  
slung th e ir  ham m ocks, so th a t he could 
call them , if  requ ired  to p u t to sea at 
night.

O n th e  5 th  Ju n e  1917, A dam s w as 
ordered  to rep o rt on  board  HMS T itania 
a t Blyth the  following day and  to be 
available for du ty  to jo in  the  subm arine 
HMS J6 at the first opportun ity . HMS 
T itan ia w as a  m erch an t ship o f 5250 tons 
being  bu ilt in  England for the  A ustrians 
w h e n  w ar b ro k e  out. She w as 
com m andeered  an d  converted  for use  as 
a su b m a rin e  p a re n t sh ip  a n d  w as 
appo in ted  as depo t ship to the 9 th  and  
10th subm arine  flotillas w hich included  
J1 to J6.

The British J  Class Subm arines w ere 
b u ilt u n d e r  an  em ergency  w ar program , 
seven  J  Class w ere o rdered  an d  six built. 
T hey  w ere un ique  to British subm arines 
b e in g  d es ig n ed  w ith  a tr ip le  screw  
m aking th e m  the fastest o f th e ir  tim e 
w ith  a su rface  sp eed  o f 19 knots. 
E quipped w ith  a pow erful long-range 
w ire less th e y  w ere ideally  su ited  to 
reconno itre  in  en em y  water. T he J6 had  
b ee n  bu ilt in  Pem broke Dock in  1916.
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On the  25th Septem ber 1917 A dam s was 
p rom oted  to O rdinary  Telegraphist and 
signed into the  Royal Navy for twelve 
years.

O n th a t fateful day o f O ctober I5 th  
following the  departu re  o f HMS J6 no 
one on  board  would have realized tha t 
w ith in  four hours th e  patro l was to end  in  
tragedy w ith  loss o f life, in ju ry  and  the 
sinking o f the  subm arine. O nly recen tly  
the  secret papers covering the findings of 
the  Court toge ther w ith  the  final decision 
b y  the  Com m ander-in-Chief, East Coast 
o f Scotland have b ee n  released.

C on clu sion s o f  th e  C ourt o f  E nquiry
It could b e  reasoned  th a t m en  w orn  out 
an d  exhausted b y  the  rigours o f extended 
patrols, u n d e r  w ar conditions are p rone 
to m istakes insignificant in  detail and 
triv ial in  extent, b u t for a Special Services 
Captain alm ost invariably  fatal. However, 
security  and  the  safeguarding of m oral 
o ften  d em an d  th e  c o n c ea lm e n t o f 
acciden t details and  th is w as show n at 
the  C ourt o f E nquiry  held  on board  HMS 
T itan ia  on  the  16th O ctober 1918.

1. As L ie u ten a n t F red rick  H en ry  
Peterson, DSO and bar, DSC and  b a r  RNR 
C om m an d in g  Officer, H.M. Special 
Service Vessel Cym ric left the  C ourt after 
giving evidence, the  su b m arin e  m en  
cam e to a tten tion  and  salu ted  th is officer.

2. Ref 2903/H.F.0022. Date 25th October 
1918. SECRET.
S ubject. C ircum stances attend ing  the 
sinking of the  subm arine J6 b y  Special 
Services Ship CYMRIC on 15th Oct. 1918. 
"It is considered th a t th is regrettable 
acciden t was due to over-zeal on  the  part

o f C om m anding Officer o f Cym ric; he 
shou ld  have  reco g n ised  th e  frien d ly  
character o f J6. At the  sam e tim e the 
Officer o f the Watch o f J6 w ho was 
u n fo rtu n a te ly  lost, ap p ears  to have 
approached  Cym ric u ndu ly  close and  to 
have b ee n  som ew hat over confident."

“It is n o t p ro p o sed  to su b m it th a t 
L ie u ten a n t P eterson , C ap ta in  o f th e  
Cymric, be tried  b y  Court-M artial; th is 
O fficer has  done excellent service and 
the  fact th a t Officers and  M en o f HM 
Service have lost th e ir  lives th rough  his 
ac tio n  is su ffic ien t p u n ish m e n t. No 
u se fu l ob ject w ill b e  ach iev ed  in  
p u rsu in g  th is  m a tte r  further." 
C om m ander-in-C hief 25 Oct. 1918 East 
Coast o f Scotland.

Following th e  sinking of th e  subm arine 
J6, o f the original crew  o f 45, th e re  w ere 
16 casua lties. 12 ran k s  an d  ra tings 
a ttended  th e  C ourt o f E nquiry  of w hom
10 w ere fit to be called an d  cau tioned  
p rio r to being  questioned.

T he rem ain ing  crew  includ ing  Adams 
w ere taken  im m edia te ly  to hospital upon  
th e  arrival o f HMS Cym ric at Blyth, 
w here Adams eventually  m ade a full 
recovery  an d  rep o rted  back  a t HMS 
D olphin on  the  30th Ja n u ary  1919 to 
con tinue h is career on  HM Subm arines.

O n N ovem ber 21st 1918, th e re  rem ain ed  
one w artim e  d u ty  for m a n y  B ritish  
su b m a rin es  w h e n  th e  m ig h t o f th e  
Im p eria l G erm an  N avy s te am ed  to 
surrender. B ehind it, as a p recau tion  
against an y  trickery  on the  p art o f the  
G erm an ships, th e re  patro lled  British 
subm arines.
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Rotting Back The Centuries)
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by Tferry Sutton

T he centuries are to roll back som e 350 
years at Dover Castle as H enry  VIII 

m akes way for H enry  II in  an English 
Heritage m ulti-m illion pound makeover. 
The transform ed attraction is scheduled to 
be open to visitors in  August.

The m assive keep of Dover Castle is now 
to be renam ed the Great Tbwer. From a 
depiction  of p reparing  for a visit by 
H enry VIII in the 16th century, it is to be 
transform ed to w hat it was like in the 
earlier days w hen the Plantagenet H enry
II (1133-1189) was m aster m inding the 
construc tion  o f the  fort th a t has 
dom inated the town for 800 years. It is all 
part o f a w ider £5 m illion English Heritage 
in v es tm en t p rogram m e designed to 
attract m ore fee-paying visitors.

Tracey Wahdan, English H eritage's visitor 
operations director for the South East, 
says tha t although Dover Castle welcom ed 
som e 300,000 visitors in  2008 the 
num bers were dropping 
and  it was considered  
necessary  to m ake the 
huge investm ent in  order 
to boost interest.

However, she adm itted  
adu lt adm ission  to the 
castle w ould have to 
increase to around £13-40 
to help  finance the 
investm ent. She insists it 
will be “very good value 
for the m oney” w ith the 
average tim e spent in the 
castle g rounds four-to- 
five hours.

Mrs Wahdan also reported  tha t in  2008 
the num ber of visitors included 47% who 
pay. The rest are English H eritage 
m em bers an d  70,000 free en tries  for 
educational purposes. English Heritage 
considers Dover Castle second only to its 
top visitor attraction of Stonehenge.

One of the problem s experienced at Dover 
Castle, she said, is th a t th e re  is not 
sufficien t capacity  in  the  w artim e 
underground  tunnels for the num bers 
who w ant to visit them  while there is 
capacity at the Great Tbwer (the keep) for 
those who w ant to tour that attraction.

She says the transform ation of the Great 
TDwer is estim ated to cost in  the region of 
£2 million while another £500.000 was 
being spent on the provision of a new  
visitor centre. Dr Edward Im pey, English 
H eritage’s director o f research, is engaged 
in  the  detailed  w ork in  progress to 
recapture accurately the days of H enry  II, 

his royal court and 
castle construc tion  
workers. This would 
be brought to life by  
the use of electronic 
“ghost” pro jections 
on interior walls.

In ano ther part of 
the castle, A rthur's 
Hall, th e re  is to 
be an  exhibition  
dep icting  m edieval 
tim es includ ing  a 
dep iction  of w hat 
life in  Dover was 
like in  tha t era.



EXPLORE DOVER'S 
HIDDEN FORTRESS
Western Heights Open Weekend

Saturday 30th Sunday 31st May 2009 
10am till 5pm

The Western Heights Preservation Society presents a weekend 
packed full of exciting events and activities and a rare opportunity to 

explore some of Dover's hidden history

Stands and stalls, guided tours, re-enactments, refreshments and 
much more all weekend. Suitable for all the family

www.dover-western-heights.org
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The Western Heights Preservation Society
Report from Chris Taft, Publicity Secretary

Open Weekend 2009
On Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st 
May the Western Heights 
Preservation Society (WHPS) will 
once more be presenting the now 
annual Western Heights Open 
Weekend on the hilltop above Dover. 
Each year this event grows larger and 
this year promises to be no exception. 
With the expectation of re-enactors 
recreating 19th century battle 
skirmishes, stalls and attractions, the 
weekend promises to be an event for 
all the family.

As last year it is hoped a num ber of 
events, including guided walks, tours 
and other attractions, will take place 
across the site. Of greatest interest 
will be the opening once more of 
parts of the historic fortress. One of 
the principal forts on the site, the 
Drop Redoubt, will be open to visitors 
for a small charge and the Grand 
Shaft, linking the hill top with 
Snargate Street below, will again be 
open free of charge.
Planning is still underway and so it is 
not too late for anyone who wants to 
help to get involved. Those interested 
are encouraged to contact the Society 
through the details below.

Work Parties
Work parties continue to work hard 
across the site taking major steps 
towards the improvement. Regular 
visitors will have seen the work 
progressing and at weekends

throughout the year volunteers 
working on behalf of the Society 
undertake some fantastic work to 
make real im provem ents to the 
Heights. Anyone travelling along the 
main road through the site, Military 
Hill, may have noticed the original 
access to the site, the North Entrance. 
Once heavily overgrown and with 
weeds pulling the brickwork apart the 
Society volunteers have now made 
huge progress in clearing the rubbish 
and vegetation. This not only helps 
improve the appearance of one of the 
most public-facing parts of the site, 
but also most importantly helps to 
safeguard the fabric of the building, 
one of the principal aims of the 
Society. The WHPS is really grateful 
to all the volunteers who have helped 
at these work parties and are happy to 
welcome new volunteers.

Getting Involved
The WHPS is actively seeking to 
expand and develop, if you think you 
would like to get involved and help 
move the WHPS forward please 
contact us at the address below. The 
work need not be strenuous and is 
very rewarding. Please contact the 
Publicity Secretary for more details or 
to have an informal chat about what 
may be involved.

Contact Us
WHPS, Pox 366, Deal,
Kent CT14 9XY
publicity@dover-western-heights.org

mailto:publicity@dover-western-heights.org
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J
at the D °ver Grammar 

School for Boys
by Jack Woolford

Dover G ram m ar School for Boys self- 
e v id en tly  w orks m a n y  k in d s  of 

m agic u p o n  its pupils, w itness th e ir  
scholastic , p ro fe ssio n a l an d  sp o rtin g  
ach ievem ents, b u t on  th e  evening of 
T hursday  29th January , the  m agic was 
m usical. In  the  gracious p resence o f the 
H eadm istress, in  th e  handsom ely  p lain  
(and  acoustically  splendid) Hall, on  the 
1921 Steinw ay g rand  piano, O liver Poole 
gave a recital for w hich  the  only  w ord (as 
always) is "m agical”.

O liver has  m a tu red  from  a child to a 
te e n a g e  prodigy. N ot o n ly  has he 
re ta in e d  an d  developed  h is  am azing  
techn ical skills, prodigious m em o ry  and 
m usical insight, he has added a relaxed 
charm  an d  friendliness to h is audience, 
ta lking to and, indeed, en tering  into a 
dialogue w ith  its m em bers.

H e began , in  p ro p e r  chrono log ical 
sequence, w ith  the  Bach Partita No 2 in  C 
Minor, a m ighty  set o f varia tions on a 
m ajestic  them e. A lthough w ritten  for the 
harpsichord, in  skilful p ian istic  hands its 
in terw oven  th em es can  be, as th ey  were, 
highlighted, and  th e  pow erful th u n d e rs  
o f the  b ass h a rn essed  in  full m easure. All 
the  m ore p iquant, therefore, was the 
co n tra s t w ith  th e  (com para tive ly ) 
delicate M ozart Sonata No 11 in  A w hich 
followed, w hich  (ra th e r unusually ) starts 
w ith  a w o n d ro u s ly  ex ten d ed  se t o f 
v a ria tio n s an d  closes w ith  th e  well- 
know n  (and loved) rondo in  the  Tbrkish 
style. I have heard  it p layed  as a child’s 
party-piece: b u t no t as O liver brillian tly

clim axed w ith  it. Such was th e  Classical 
first h a lf  o f the  recital.

A gain in  due chronological sequence, 
the  second  h a lf  was Rom antic: no  less 
th a n  S c h u m a n n ’s ea rly  (O p l2 )  b u t 
ch a ra c te r is tic a lly  o rig in a l "Fantasie- 
s tu c k e ”, fo llow ed b y  C h o p in ’s th ird  
(final) an d  m ost pow erful Sonata No 3 in  
B Minor, again skilfully con trasting  the 
m o re  d e lica te  (no t-to -say  w ayw ard) 
sequence  o f linked  ligh t fan tasies w ith  
v irtua lly  sym phon ic  splendour.

I cou ld  n o t n am e  th e  en c o re  th a t 
natu ra lly  followed, b u t the  m erciless 
aud ience w ould n o t le t O liver go and 
som eone was insp ired  to shou t “Auld 
Lang S y n e”, w h e re u p o n  O liver 
im provised a fantasia on  th a t hackneyed  
th em e, p lu n d e rin g  ev e ry  p ian is tic  
resource o f scales and  key-changes in  a 
positive frenzy. How  appropriate  w as the 
Dover G ram m ar for Boys m otto  "Fiat 
Lux” -  though  instead  of ligh t th e re  was 
lightning.

A nd all for £5.00!

The hall at the Dover Grammar School for Boys



I r t t v i  U  t k £ ^ A  ^ -------------------
The Editor 

Dover Society Newsletter
Sir,

The question has been posed as to the future of the Burgoyne fortifications adjacent to the 
Castle, which until recently have remained included within a military encampment. Neglected 
for more than a century these redoubts and ditches are in very bad structural condition and 
much overgrown - worse than the Western Heights.

Dover does not appear to appreciate what a magnificent assets it possesses in the form of 
its Castle, nor does England realise the full potential of Dover as a tourist destination. English 
Heritage may be a satisfactory guardian regarding the physical protection of historic 
monuments but it has certainly no idea of how to exploit them commercially. Yet it is only 
income from "heritage tourism' which can in the long run ensure the preservation of such 
monuments and their enjoyment by future generations.

Dover Castle is probably unique in Europe as a fortress that has been continually in 
operation from the dawn of history right until the atomic age. It possesses relics from all these 
periods as follows:

an earthen rampart dating from the Iron Age, 
a roman lighthouse, 
an Anglo-Saxon Church, 
a Norman Keep,
Medieval curtain walls and gatehouses,
Tudor outworks,
barracks and redoubts of the 17th/18th centuries, 
tunnels and gun emplacements of the Napoleonic Wars,
Second World War command centre and hospital.

The only period under-represented is the Nineteenth Century when Dover's defences were 
re-centred on the Western Heights, plus the Burgoyne redoubts protecting the castle on its 
vulnerable landward side.

It seems evident that the Burgoyne fortifications ought to be repaired, re-united with the 
castle and made accessible to visitors. While it may be impracticable to divert the Dover-Deal 
main road, which cuts through one of the ditches, it should be possible to re-excavate the ditch 
on each side of the road, and provide a tunnel under the road for access by visitors.

On completion of these works, Dover should be advertised throughout Europe as the 
remarkable complex of fortifications and the “Key to England' which indeed it is. One might even 
hope to attract some of the tourists to see the Bronze-Age Boat and the Roman Painted House, 
two of the most important and spectacular relics of their periods in Europe, yet which today are 
entirely unknown to everyone outside archaeological circles.

Dover should be as unmissable as a tourist destination as the Pyramids -  or at least as 
Mont St Michel. Instead, it struggles to compete for visitors with any Lancastrian town full of 
cotton mills!

Yours Truly 
A. N. Turns
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Situated, at the United Kingdom’s closest point to Continental 

Europe, the Port of Dover is a vital link for tourism and trade.

Over 13 million passengers, two-and-a-half million cars and 

100,000 coaches passed through the port on its ferry services 

to Calais, Dunkerque and Boulogne in 2005. Added to that, 

over 2 million freight vehicles used the port's freight services to 

Calais and Dunkerque.

But the port’s year did not end there. Dover continued to be 

Northern Europe’s busiest cruise port for turnround calls 

handling 120 visits involving more than 150,000 passengers. 

Its marina enjoyed record numbers of visitors and its cargo 

terminal saw consolidation in the fresh fruit and vegetable 

markets.

Dover - a leading light in the European ports and shipping 

industry.

P O R T  O F
DOVER

DOVER HARBOUR BOARD • HARBOUR H O U SE * BO VER * KENT CT17 9BU 
TE LEPH O N E 01304 240400 • FAX 01304 240465 •W EB SITE w ww .doverport.co.uk

http://www.doverport.co.uk


^ I  Britannia 
Coaches

BRITANNIA HOUSE 
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S O L I C I T O R S
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Charity Law

Telephone 01304 873344
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www.mowll.co.uk

Trafalgar House Gordon Road Whitfield 
Dover Kent CT16 3PN

i n d e p e n d e n t  f i n a n c i a l  a d v i s e r s

‘The Confident Future Solution™’
Financial Planning brought into the 21st Century

Obtain affordable and truly independent financial advice by subscribing 
to one of our Confident Future™ programmes

Includes advice on 

Investments, Pensions, Life Insurance, Savings, Mortgages

Proprietor: Barry Williams Cert PFS

Tel: 01304 213902
Fax: 01304 216270 Email: advice@regency-ifa.co.uk 

15, Effingham Crescent, Dover, Kent CT17 9RH

Regency IFA is an appointed representative of IN Partnership, the trading name of The On-Line 
Partnership Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority
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HaberDashery
Alterations,

Repairs,

Braid, Ribbons, 

Threads and Beads, 

Sequins,

W ool, Dyes,

Needles, etc.

18 High Street 
Dover CT17 9QR 

Tel: 0779 687 1021

White Cliffs Gallery
(Inc. Dover Arts & Picture Framing)

Originals, limited edition 
prints, posters and 
a large selection of 

local and fine art cards
♦  ♦ ♦

A very high standard of 
picture framing and advice 

is offered to all our customers, 
so please do call and see us

16 Cannon Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1BZ 
Tel: 01304 241405 

an d rea@ wh itecl iff sgal le ry. wanadoo. co. u k

T he Jewellers o f  the South East

SERVING THE SOUTH EAST WITH TRADITIONAL, 
CONTEMPORARY & UNIQUE JEWELLERY, WATCHES & GIFTS

Platinum &  D iam ond rings at unbeatable prices!

DOVER 0 1304 203326 53 Biggin Street

38 County Square 

94 Sandgate Road 

60 High Street 

85 High Street 

27 St Margaret’s Street

ASH FO RD  0 1233 645957 

FO LKESTO N E 0 1303 257950 

DEAL 0I304 361108

H YTH E 0 1303 266429 

CAN TERBU RY 0 1227 769842

mailto:andrea@whitecliffsgallery.wanadoo.co.uk


Fit for business

5 St James’s Street, DOVER CT16 1QD 
Tel 01304 201994 Fax 01304 240117 
E-mail: dover@spainbrothers.co.uk

m  SPAIN BROTHERS
the chartered accountants with connections

Count us in your plans for growth, 
reorganisation, mergers, acquisitions, 

financing and tax planning

You don’t have to change your accountants 
to talk to us

The practices which comprise Spain Brothers & Co are registered to carry 
on audit work and regulated for a range o f investment activities by the 

Institute o f Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.

Phillips-And-Drew
M en ’s Outfitters  • Workwear 

Sportswear  • Formal Hire, 
Children’s Uniforms 

& Embroidery

48 High Street, Dover 
Kent CT16 1EE 

TEL/Fax: (01304) 204057

pMEurinsitg of loiter *
i  17 Cannon Street, Dover CT16 1BZ Tel 01304 202621 £

Curiosity o f Dover probably have one o f the largest collections of 
Swarovski Silver Crystal in East Kent. They also have 

Border Fine Arts, Florence Figurines and Capo Di Monte.

Call in to see the extensive range o f Moorcraft Pottery and 
top quality jewellery, including Murano Glass,

Freshwater Pearls and Amber Jewellery.

We have designer sunglasses and exclusive hand-made handbags 
and many other quality gift items for you, or for you to give.

Come and have a browse and discover why it s called

> . “Curiosity of Dover” >■'
i

mailto:dover@spainbrothers.co.uk
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Application for Membership
Membership: Individuals - £6 annually

Joint membership - £10 annually 
Payable on 31st March

JointNew Renewal

Name (M r Mrs Miss M s ) ......................................................

2nd Name if joint m em bership.............................

A ddress......................................................................

.............................................................  Postcode

Phone.................................................. E m ail.....

The Gift Aid Legislation allows us to reclaim basic tax rate on your 
subscription and any donations. Please state that you are happy for us 
to do this by signing the Declaration below. You must be a UK taxpayer 
and pay an amount o f income tax or capital gains tax we reclaim on your 
subscription/donation. For joint members the first named is asked to sign 
as the taxpayer.

Declaration
I wish/do not wish* the Dover Society to benefit from the new Gift Aid 
Legislation. This Declaration applies to all subscriptions/donations I make 
on or after 6th April 2000. (* Delete as applicable)

Signed Date

Please make cheques payable to the Dover Society and forward the cheque 
or cash to the Membership Secretary, Mrs Sheila Cope, 53 Park Avenue, 
Dover CT16 1HD

I/We could sometimes give practical help with the following (please tick boxes) 

Social events Writing for newsletter I 

Projects e.g. clearance, surveys, photography 

Any other interests or expertise.................................



PR O G R A M M E 2009
Guests are welcome at all meetings except the Annual General Meeting which is for members only.

APRIL 20 A nnual General M eeting
Monday 7.30 Speaker: Mike Webb: "Dover Tbwn Clerk"

MAY 20 M useum  o f Kent Life and Aylesford Priory
Wednesday The Musem of Kent Life occupies part of the Cobtree Estate which
£17.50 opened in 1985. Its principle objective is to preserve Kent's
Includes all countryside and rural heritage for the future. There will be a guided
admissions tour of Aylesford Priory. This beautiful 13th century priory is hom e to

a com m unity of Carmelite friars and welcomes visitors and pilgrims. 
There are peacerul grounds and picnic areas, beautiful works of art, 
chapels and an open-air shrine, a working pottery, a gift shop and a 
tearoom. Lunch m ay be taken at either venue as required, or you may 
bring a picnic.
Pick-ups: Railway Bell 0830; Frith Road 0840; Brook House CP 0845

JULY 18 Groombridge Place Gardens S ' Enchanted Forest
Saturday The formal gardens of Groombridge Place were laid out in  the
£19.50 seventeenth century, designed as “outside rooms" of the House. The
Including rom antic setting has been the inspiration for books, films and
admission television programmes. The Enchanted Forest has stunning views and

unusual animals, you m ay see the zeedonk, a zebra-donkey cross, one 
of only two in  Britain.
Pick-ups: Railway Bell 0830; Frith Road 0840; Brook House CP 0845

SEPTEMBER 12 Down H ouse and H inbridge Wells
Saturday Down House - the hom e of Charles Darwin reopens this year with an
£15.50 exciting new  exhibition to celebrate the 200th anniversary of his b irth
Including and the 150th anniversary of On the Origin of Species by Means of
admission Natural Selection which he wrote at Down House.

Before heading home, tim e permitting, the driver will take us into 
lUnbridge Wells where you may browse the shops or take tea. 
Pick-ups: Railway Bell 0815; Frith Road 0825; Brook House CP 0830

All indoor meetings are held at St Mary's Parish Centre

Please try to book and pay 3 weeks before the date o f the outing. 
This will assist in confirming the booking with the coach company.



T I P T T P T I T il

C A R P E T S
DOMESTIC & CONTRACT 

FLOORING

Please come in and browse 
or telephone for 

further information

62 London Road, Dover 
Kent CT17 OSP 

Tel: 01304 240071

chartered architect 
and art services

Flint House, 53 Church Hill, Shepherdswell, 
Nr Dover, Kent CT15 7NR 

Tel: 01304 830330

The Pines Garden &
I  St Margaret’s Museum

Beach Road, St Margaret’s Bay
Tel: 01304 851737

MUSEUM
AND
TEAROOMS:
Open all year 
round

GARDEN:
Open Daily and Weekends 
throughout the year. 
10.00am to 5.00pm. 
Closed on Christmas Day

Flowers always p lease  from

Ann &  (Pams
QuaCity fCorist
Pam & Peter Drew

"(jiving Quality and<E?(ce((enc£”
Established in 1976 

Telephone: 01304 202796
Email: mfo@aimpamsflorist.co.uk www.arniaadpamsflorist.co.uk 

4 Cherrytree Avenue, Dover, Kent CT16 2NL

The

Trophy
Shop
Engravmg Specialist

w w w . kenttrophies. co. uk

32 London Road, Dover, Kent CT17 OSS 
Tel: 01304 210586 Fax: 01304 205856 
Email: info@kenttrophies.co.uk

FRENCH B & B  or GITE
Rural and Affordable 

Stay in our village farmhouse
Set on the edge of the Auvergne betwixt 
Vichy and Roanne. Enjoy walks, cycling, 

stunning scenery and tranquillity or 
be cosy around the wood burners and TV 
B&B £15pppn or £75pwk, em if booked.

Or as a gite 3 bedrooms, 3 shwrs at £300 pwk. 
Call 07711 901 619 (Walmer) or 

Email: dpike@uwclub.net

Produced and printed by A.R. Adam s & Sons (printers) Ltd, Dour Street, Dover

mailto:info@annpamsflorist.co.uk
http://www.annandpamsflorist.co.uk
mailto:info@kenttrophies.co.uk
mailto:dpike@uwclub.net

