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^ The Objectives of  ̂
the Dover Society

founded in  1988.
• to promote high standards of 

planning and architecture
• to interest and inform the 

public in the geography, 
history, archeology, natural 
history and architecture of 
the area

• to secure the preservation, 
protection, development and 
improvement of features of 
historic or public interest

• and commitment to the belief 
that a good environment is
a good investment.

The area we cover comprises 
the parishes or wards of 
Barton, Buckland, Castle, 
Lydden, Temple Ewell,
Maxton, Pineham, Priory,
River, St. Radigund's, Town & 
Pier and Tower Hamlets.
All members receive three 
Newsletters a year and in each 
year the Committee organises 
about ten interesting events - 
talks, tours, visits, Members' 
Meetings and usually a 
Christmas Feast.
The Society gives Awards for 
improvements to the area, 
monitors planning proposals 
and supports, joins in or 
initiates civic projects and
arts events. arts events.

Editoria'
The first thing I m ust do is to rem ind all members 

that the date of the Annual General Meeting will 
take place on Monday 26th April. All m em bers are 

rem inded that any nom inations for elected posts w ithin 
the com m ittee and any resolutions for the m eeting 
m ust be received by the secretary Beverly Hall no later 
than  14 days before the date of the AGM.
As usual we, as a society, are on the lookout for 
vo lun teers to take an in terest in  various sub
com m ittees. Also needed  is help  at our society 
m eetings, w ith projects, at events and subm itting 
articles and reports for the newsletter.
Organized by Dover Town Council, April 23rd, St 
George's Day, will see the centenary of the Zeebrugge 
Raid commemorated. At 9.30am coaches depart from 
outside Age Concern, Maison Dieu car park to St Jam es' 
Cem etery where the service and w reath laying will take 
place at 10.30am. Coaches will re tu rn  to the Market 
Square for, at 11.30, the parade to the Maison 
Dieu/Town Hall led by the Royal Marines and at 12 
noon the ringing of the Zeebrugge Bell and short 
service.
At 12.30pm Tea, coffee and biscuits will be offered at 
Biggin Hall, behind the Town Council offices.
Following restoration and cleaning at the Loughborough 
bell foundry of John Taylor & Co the Zeebrugge Bell has 
returned  to Dover. Cllr Neil Rix, the Town Mayor of 
Dover, Cllr Sue Chandler, the Chairm an of Dover 
D istrict Council, and Tony Yelverton, M anaging 
Director of Hipperson Builders, the project contractors 
who also completed conservation work to the bell 
housing and tower, welcomed the return.
HM The King of the Belgians, Albert I, presented The 
Zeebrugge Bell to the people of Dover, as a souvenir of 
the Zeebrugge harbour naval raid on St George's Day 
23rd April 1918.
Later in  the day, at 3pm there is the launch of the Royal 
Marines Heritage Trails, Deal, at the open green space 
behind Deal Castle.
The Royal Marines played a pivotal role in the raid on 
Zeebrugge with m any of them  trained at the Royal 
Marines Depot in Deal. Alan Lee - Editor
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COPYRIGHT
All pub lished  m ate ria l con tained  w ith in  th is publication  rem ains the  copyright o f its 
authors, artists or photographers.
No article or im age can  be reproduced  or used  w ithou t the  specific ow ners express 
perm ission .
The ow ners can  be contacted  by  w ay o f the  editor.
Tel: 01304 213668 Email: A lan.lee1947@ ntlw orld.com

DEADLINE for contributions
The last date for the rece ip t o f copy for issue 92 will be W ednesday 16th M ay 2018. 
The Editor w elcom es contribu tions and  in teresting  draw ings or photographs.
'Paper copy' should  be typed  at double spacing. H andw ritten  copy should  be clear 
w ith  w ide line spacing. Copy on co m p uter disc or by  e-m ail is acceptable. P ictures 
via e-m ail to be subm itted  in  JPEG and no t im bedded  in  the  text o f the  article and 
m u st be in  as high resu lu tion  as possible. Please ring  01304 213668 to d iscuss details.
Publication in the Newsletter does not im ply the Society's agreement with any views 
expressed, nor does the Society accept responsibility for any statements made.

EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION TEAM
E d ito r: M r A lan  Lee
P ro o f  R eaders: M iss M ay Jo nes , M r Tferry S utton  

a n d  M rs Tfessa George
A d v e rtis in g  S ecre ta ry : M rs J . M arsh
D is tr ib u t io n  O rg an ise r: M r J. Cope
E n v e lo p es  a n d  L abels: M r J. Cope
A re a  D is tr ib u to rs : J.B etts, C .B lackburn , M .B urton, C .Collings, J.C ope, 

S.Cope, J.Fox, J .F ran cis , J .L u ck hu rs t, A.Mole,
J. M organ, M .M orris, D .S m ith , G.Rapley, 
A .Sencicle, C.Taylor, D .G asking, D .Sutton

* * * * *

DOVER GREETERS
D over G reeters are v o lun teers greeting  visitors to Dover. We love doing it and  invite 
you  to com e and  try  it once!

Tel: 01304 206458

mailto:Alan.lee1947@ntlworld.com
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Dover Society Christmas Feast 2017
---------------------------- Denise L ee-------------------------------

Ou r C hristm as Feast took place early  in  
D ecem ber and was held in the Stone 
H all p a rt o f the  M aison D ieu our 

m agnificent historical Town Hall. W ith an 
increased attendance this y ear it seem s that 
by  starting the m eal at 1pm it suited m ore 
people. M em bers and the ir guests w ere 
greeted  w ith a w elcom e drink of m ulled  
w ine or tropical fruit punch  before sitting 
dow n to the now  traditional three course 
m eal followed b y  coffee and mints.
I m ust thank  Shelia Cope for helping  m e 
w ith the selling of raffle tickets. It was very 
successful this year as we m anaged to sell 
£269 w orth  of tickets. This w as helped  in  no 
sm all w ay by  a num b er of people being 
m ost generous in  donating som e excellent 
raffle prizes, these w ere really  appreciated. 
The raffle takings help  in  offsetting som e of 
the costs associated w ith the event.
Beverley  H all m u st especia lly  be 
cong ratu la ted  for o rganising the  event. 
T hanks m ust also go to the people working 
tha t day for preparing  and serving the food 
and for all those who assisted in  anyw ay in  
the p lanning  and runn ing  of the event. 
T heir efforts are w hat m ade this such a 
successful and enjoyable day.

After lunch, we w ere en terta ined  by  the 
'Three Yarrows', b ro thers S tephen and M ark 
along w ith Joe, S tephen 's son. All three are 
born  and b red  in  Dover.
M any songs this y ear had a com m on them e, 
all from West End shows. M ark opened  w ith 
“W here is the life tha t late I led" (Kiss Me 
Kate), “My Boy Bill" (Carousel) and “Some 
Enchanting Evening" (South Pacific). Joe 
followed w ith  the popular songs “You Make 
Me Feel So Young" (1946 m usical film Three 
Little Girls in  Blue), “On the S treet W here 
You Live" (My Fair Lady) and “M ack the 
Knife" (The T hreepen n y  Opera).
Stephen then  sung “True Love" (Hi Society) 
and  “Stars" (Les M iserables). H e th e n  
finished the afternoon  by  inviting all the 
guests to jo in  him  in  the singing of tha t 
m ost fam ous of all carols “I'm  D ream ing of 
a W hite Christm as" (originally from the 
m ovie H oliday Inn).
Have any of you got any  ideas about the 
type or form the en terta inm en t for the 2018 
feast should take? If so could you please let 
Beverley Hall know  your thoughts? H er 
contact details are p rin ted  inside the front 
cover o f the newsletter.
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OCTOBER M EETING
---------------  First Speaker----------------

The Goodwin Sands and Its Wrecks
A talk by Peter Legg

R e p o r te d  b y  A la n  Lee

Pe te r  opened  his
p resen ta tion  by  show ing 

the m em bers a m ap of the 
Goodwin Sands linked to some 
topical m usic about ship 
wrecks.

Once farm land, the sands are 
up to 3 m iles wide and covers 
an area of about 21 square 
m iles. C ontrary  to popular 
belie f the depth of the sand 
over the m ajority of the Goodwin's is only 15 
to 30 feet. I t becam e know n as the great ship 
swallower.
The first recorded ship w reck was in 1298. In 
WWII a Germ an D ornier was shot down by 
the crew of a Bolton. It crashed on the 
Goodwin's w ith only two survivors.
In 1851 the Admiral Taylor, a barge, was 
m oored to be used as floating asylum, w ithin 
days it had sunk.
O riginally  the re  w ere six lifeboats tha t 
covered the Goodwin Sands, Ramsgate, 
Walmer, Kingsdown, Hythe, D ungeness and 
N orth Deal. For m any years' lifeboats were 
open to the elem ents w ith no extra floatation 
and the crews did no t have the benefit of 
lifejackets until the m id 1850's. “The first cork 
life jacket was patented in 1765 by Dr John 
Wilkinson."
In 1367 Brother Nicholas De Legh, a herm it 
monk, is said to have kept a lan tern  burning 
in  a cave at St M argaret's to w arn m ariners of

the dreaded Goodwin's.

Peter Legg

In 1635, a d istinguished  
soldier, Sir Jo h n  M eldrum , 
arranged for the construction 
of two iron braziers w hich held 
an open fire, and from that 
tim e onwards we have always 
had two Lighthouses at South 
Foreland. In 1636 he was 
granted by letters-patent from 
Charles I licence to continue 

and renew  the lighthouses. H e also profited 
from a m onopoly tha t entitled him  to levy 
'light dues' at a penny  p er ton of cargo 
carried by ships that passed the lighthouses, 
payable at the next British port they  reached.
At one tim e there w ere 7 light vessels now 
only 2 rem ain  and they  are both  unm anned. 
The South Foreland is the highest lighthouse 
above sea level in the UK.
In Novem ber 1703 during the great storm  14 
warships, including the Stirling Castle and 40 
m erchant vessels (som e estim ates are as 
m any as 90 ships), were wrecked w ith the 
loss of some 1190 lives.
T he  p h a n to m  g ho st sh ip
The Lady Lovibond a three-m ast schooner 
was b ound  for Oporto, Portugal, w ith  a cargo 
of flour, m eat, w ine and gold. The ship was 
lost on the 13th February 1748. The Captain 
Simon Peel was celebrating his honeym oon 
w ith his new  wife, w hen Rivers the ships 
m ate deliberately ran  the ship aground in a 
jealous rage. All hands w ere lost to the dark
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sea on that fateful night. Every 50 years on 
the anniversary of the disaster this grim 
story is said to re-enact itself. On Feb 13th 
1898, 1948 and 1998 the 'ghost ship' has been  
reported trapped on the sands by several 
other ships in the area, bu t upon further 
investigation each tim e no wreck or sign on 
the ship has been  found.
In October 1939 the M ahratta II ran  aground 
on the Goodwin Sands. After the M ahratta II 
broke up, the ship was found to be resting on 
top of the first M ahratta which had sunk on 
the Goodwins in 1909. On 31 January  2008, 
the roll on roll off passenger ferry Pride of 
Canterbury h it the wreckage and suffered 
extensive damage.
Although not w recked on the Goodwins 
Peter m entioned  a couple of o ther local 
shipping incidents. The Preussen was a 
Germ an steel-hulled five-masted ship-rigged 
w indjam m er five m asts carrying six square 
sails on each mast. Until the 2000 launch  of 
the Royal Clipper it was the world's only ship 
of this class ever built. In 1910 it was in 
collision w ith the small British cross-channel 
steam er Brighton 8 nautical m iles (15 km) 
south of Newhaven. They tried  to tow the 
Preussen  into Dover H arbour bu t the 
w eather was against them  so 10 tugs towed 
h er round to Fan Bay w here she broke h er 
tow and beached on the rocks. The cargo 
included 100 pianos bound for Chile, one 
piano was broken and found to be full of 
guns. M any people in St M argaret’s ended up 
w ith a piano in their house. W hat a surprise!
HMS Glatton was a flat bottom ed ship with 
heavy guns and in  1918 suffered a small 
explosion that ignited the cordite and the 
ship becam e engulfed  in  flam es. Vice
Admiral Keyes alarm ed by the m unitions 
ship, the Gransha, tailing a m ere 150 yards 
away ordered the Glatton to be blow n from 
the water. H.M.S Cossack launched  two 
torpedoes, neither o f which were successful

in  sinking the Glatton. Keyes subsequently 
ordered H.M.S Myngs to fire its turrets at the 
rup tu red  hull to quell any concerns of 
triggering the Gransha. Sixty crew m en  were 
killed by this m anoeuvre, w ith a further 
n in e teen  dying of burns. The w reck 
rem ained  in  Dover Harbour, salvaging the 
Glatton was repeatedly delayed by expense. 
On 16th M arch 1926, it was m oved to its 
cu rrent position and now rem ains buried  
und er the car ferry term inal.
At 03.30 on the 19th N ovem ber 1991, w ith 
h e r  m ain  anchor failed, the  MV Ross 
Revenge, bette r know n as Radio Caroline, 
found herself grounded on the Goodwin 
Sands. 04:45 DHB tug Dextrous deployed. 
05:35 Ramsgate lifeboat arrived and at 06:58 
ran  aground bu t m anaged to free herself. 
06:57 the crew w ere airlifted by an RAF Sea 
King helicopter to RAF M anston. Twice the 
Dextrous failed to move the Ross bu t on the 
high tide on 21st N ovem ber they finally 
succeeded and towed the Ross back to the 
Eastern Docks at Dover. While waiting to 
move Caroline obtained a tem porary  licence 
and  con tinued  to b roadcast from  the 
Granville Dock.
The Channel Navigation System operating 
from the 1970’s to the present day has seen 
great advances in safety covering the sea 
area from Dover to Harwich.

26  27th Novem ber 1954,
W reck o f the South G oodw in Lightship
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. OCT O r jtB53ER M 53E .n rEJnNG ,

----------Second Speaker----------
The Love Dover Project

A talk by Graham Tutthill
R e p o r te d  b y  T e rry  S u tto n

St  M ary's parish  cen tre  w as w ell filled 
w ith  an  au d ien ce  of abou t 80 on 
M onday, O ctober 16, for two different talks 

arranged  by  T he Dover Society.
O ne o f the speakers w as re tired  jou rna lis t 
G raham  Tutthill w ho is now  the chairm an  
of the  Love Dover R egeneration  charity. 
G raham  sp en t 48 years serving on  the staff 
o f the  Dover Express and la ter on the 
D over M ercury.
H e told how  Love Dover, w ith  a g ran t from  
D over Town C ouncil, had  b ou gh t one 
iconic build ing  in  Dover, D ickens C orner 
in  the M arket Square, and  had  p lans to use 
it to b enefit the  local com m unity .
“Basically we w an t to encourage the  people 
of Dover, especially  those w ho are finding 
life a challenge, to raise th e ir  aspirations, 
to lea rn  n ew  skills, to find jobs, and to have 
som ew here to live," he  said.
E xp lain ing  p ro po sals  for p u rch ased  
D ickens C orner he said p lans w ere being  
draw n up  to convert the two top floors into 
an  ap artm en t and  to upgrade the  ground 
floor and  b a se m e n t for re ta il and  
co m m un ity  use. W hen the w ork  on the 
ap artm en t w as com ple ted  the aim  w as to 
sell it and  to use the  incom e for the 
purchase of o th er tow n cen tre  p roperty.
O ne o f the  reasons for th is approach  w as to 
reduce the b u rd e n  of the  existing business 
ra te  on th e  p ro p e r ty  b ecau se  th e  
residen tia l council tax rate, for the  flat,

w ould no t be so high.
He revealed  Love D over w as looking to 
b uy  o ther m a in  street, or London Road, 
p rope rty  w h en  it cam e on the  m arket. The 
team  had  hoped  to b uy  two adjoining 
Biggin S treet shops b u t th ey  w ere outbid 
w h en  the price w en t up  to £272,000 w hich 
w as w ell above w h at Love Dover could 
afford. “But we are keep ing  our eyes open 
for o ther p ro pe rty  tha t m ight com e on the 
m arket," he added.
He believed  som e out-of-town developers 
or financiers w ere buying  tow n cen tre 
re ta il p ro p e rtie s  in  D over in  the  
expectation  th a t the value w ould increase 
w h en  the  b enefic ia l effects o f the  St Jam es' 
developm ent b ecam e apparent.
Mr Tutthill did n o t h ide h is views on  som e 
D over folk w ho are alw ays rea d y  to 
criticise.
He had  th is to say: “T here are those w ho sit 
b eh in d  th e ir  keyboards, som e using  false 
nam es, w ho seem  to use m ost o f th e ir  tim e 
to criticise everyone else, m aking  sarcastic 
com m ents and  genera lly  ru n n in g  Dover 
down.
“T here is a danger tha t those involved in  
doing  w o rth w h ile  th in g s  w ill becom e 
discouraged and decide it's ju s t no t w orth  
the  hassle. D over w ould be a m uch  b e tte r 
place if  people offered th e ir  tim e to help  
ra th e r  th a n  b e ing  so n ega tive  and  
vindictive."
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N OVEM r>DER M EETING
----------  First Speaker-----------
M anaging Dover Castle 

A talk by Ros Daniels
os

R e p o r te d  b y
os Daniels, English H eritage's general

anager at D over Castle, p rovided a 
range of in teresting  facts w h en  she w as our 
guest speaker at a m eeting  at St M ary's 
p a rish  cen tre  on  N ovem ber 20th. She 
explained h e r  m ain  role w as to increase 
incom e and  to contro l costs.

T erry  S u tto n
Costs o f caring  for D over Castle w ere 
heavy. In  2018, she said, around  £500,000 
w as going to b e sp en t on the upkeep  of the 
castle  walls, inc lu d in g  the  rem oval of 
w eeds. D uring 2017 th e y  had  repaired  the 
m assive d raw bridge to Palace Yard, 
w itho u t halting  the  passage of pedestrians.

D over Castle em ploys around  120 staff 
w ith  num b ers increasing  during  the  m ain  
to u ris t season . T h e y  w ere  now  b e ing  
assisted by  a team  of 50-60 volunteers, a 
n ew  role, and  English H eritage w ould 
w elcom e any  m ore v o lun teers from  the 
local com m unity .
A fter S tonehenge, D over C astle w as 
English H eritage's m ain  incom e ea rn e r 
and (questioned) Ros said this am oun ted  to 
a “six figure contribution" w hich  helped  
the charity  to look after the m any  o ther 
h istoric s truc tu res in  its care. A question  
about the possibility  of allow ing a cheaper 
en trance  fee to the  castle for local people 
w as no t fully answ ered.
Ros's talk, flanked by  screen  im ages, was 
packed  w ith  facts. She rep orted  tha t 2017 
w as set to be a record  y ea r w ith  380,000 
paying visitors expected  at the castle as 
w ell as h un d red s  of British and  foreign 
ch ild ren  w ho w ere adm itted  free.
M ore th a n  10,000 a tten d ed  the  re c e n t 
jousting  to u rn a m en t at the  castle, w hich  
w as booked to re tu rn  in  2018. A nother
10,000 paid  to en joy  the  World War Two 
w eekends.

It cost £40,000 a y ea r to h ea t C onstable's 
Tow er now  u n o ccu p ied  since the  
d epartu re  of the  arm y. English H eritage 
w elcom es th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to h ire  the  
Tower to organisations and ind ividuals for 
special functions.
O ne source of incom e w as the use of the 
castle by  film com panies (sequences for 
King Lear w ere film ed there) w ith  Dover 
standing  in  for the  Tower of London w here 
the re  w ere restrictions. A no ther incom e 
stream  w as the letting  of ho liday  “cottages" 
to tourists. This resu lted  in  an  85 p e r cen t 
occupancy.
Looking ahead  Ros said th ey  w ere w orking 
on a 15-year m aste rp lan  w hich  inc luded  an 
asp iration  to restore the  1850 designed 
officers' m ess on the  clifftop. But there  
w ere  m a jo r p ro b le m s in c lu d in g  the  
estim ated  cost of £10 m illion.
O ne tongue-in-cheek question  w on a few 
sm iles. Ros w as asked if  the  15-year p lan  
m ade allow ances for the re tu rn  to the 
castle o f the  arm y  w hich  m ight be  needed  
for defence w h en  the UK broke aw ay from 
the  E uropean  U nion after Brexit!
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NOVEM r>DER M EETING
--------------Second Speaker---------------

50 Years o f  Megger Instrum ents
A talk by Graham Heritage, Managing Director

R e p o r te d  b y  A la n  Lee

A fter in tro du cing  h im se lf  
Graham  stated tha t he was 
proud of the com pany's record 

and  the 50 y ea r connection  
w ith  Dover. M egger is a 
privately  ow ned com pany tha t 
em ploys over 1,300 people 
worldwide. W ith developm ent 
and  m anu fac tu rin g  in  
Germ any, Sweden, the USA as 
well as the UK. T hey  em ploy 
around  250 staff locally and 
have m any  offices in  Europe 
and  o th er coun tries around  the world. 
M egger p ro du cts  cover alm ost every  
application  in  the  e lec trica l supp ly  
industry. T hey  trade w orldwide and Dover 
is the ir HQ. A round 2 /3  of goods are 
exported to some 180 countries, only a 
relatively sm all am ount to Europe. Graham  
th inks tha t the export side will continue to 
provide o pp o rtun itie s  for g row th after 
Britex.

The first A VO M ETER

C om pany  (ACWEECo). The 
first AVOmeter w en t on sale in  
1923. In 1932 he received an 
MBE for his w ork on a Post 
Office Sorting M achine design.
B etw een 1923 and  1957 
im proved  m odels w ere 
in tro du ced  inc lud ing  two 
m ilitary  m odels a Braille m e te r 
(1951). Over this tim e success 
led the  com pany  to expand 
m any  tim es over.

In  1952 the com pany supplied equipm ent 
to the British N orth G reenland Expedition. 
The Panclim atic Model 8XS AVOmeter was 
lost overboard during a storm  in  Baffin Bay. 
Four days later it w as w ashed up  on shore, 
dried out over a paraffin  stove and found to 
be w orking. W hen re tu rn e d  to AVO 
W estm inster it w as still w ith in  the original 
lim its of accuracy.

Donald M acadie MBE was bo rn  on 14th 
August 1871 in  Halkirk, Caithness, Scotland. 
He becam e a senior engineer at the G eneral 
Post Office (GPO) p rim ary  responsible for 
the British Telecom m unications systems. 
H e h ad  g reat d issatisfaction  w ith  the  
ins trum en ts they  w ere using due to the 
large n um ber and w eight he had to carry  
around. His frustration  led h im  to invent 
the first single test m e te r able to m easure 
Am ps, Volts and  O hm s (the AVO or 
AVOmeter). The GPO had no in terest in his 
invention  so he approached the Autom atic 
Coil W inder and  E lectrical E qu ipm en t

1957 ACWEECo m oved to Vauxhall Bridge 
Road, London and changed its n am e to AVO 
Ltd. The com pany needed  to expand and
Dover w as chosen as AVO branch  factory NDoo.v2e .r  w as chosen as AVO branch  factory

In 1960 the War D epartm ent identified a 
232 acre site at W estern H eights/A rchcliff 
as surplus. A 12.5 acre section, containing a 
m ilitary  hospital and Archcliffe Yard and 
stables, w as d eem ed  su itable for the  
proposed AVO site. AVO set up  a tem porary  
factory  w ith in  A rchcliffe Fort and  in  
Jan u a ry  1963 p roduced  the  first Dover
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AVOmeter. In  1964 production  started  in  a 
new  purpose built building at Archcliffe and 
by  1965 the m illionth  had b een  produced, 
totally justifying the move.
T he n ew  factory, A vocet H ouse, w as 
divided into five m ain  sections w ith  a three 
floor office b lock  and  an  adjoining 
adm in is tra tive  floor. T he factory  area  
consists of a m achine shop, assem bly shop 
and the air-conditioned 'clean  air' floor. 
H oused in  the old m ilitary  buildings, was an 
engineering laboratory, a drawing office 
w ith a p rin t room  and a com prehensive 
engineering library and a sales office.

In M arch 1966 the m achine shop at the new  
factory was in production. By M ay about 
700 peop le  w ere  em ployed . O n 24th 
October the site w as officially opened by 
Admiral of the Fleet, the Earl M ountbatten  
of Burma. In N ovem ber em ployees fam ilies 
w ere invited  to view the factory.
1967: M etal Ind us trie s  sold T ho rn  
Electrical Industries the com pany.
1979: T he FOSTER division  m oved  to 
Dover. In October T horn  and EMI m erged 
to becom e T horn  EMI. The w ork force was 
now  over 800.

A Factory W orker show s Lord  Mountbatten product 
O pening o f  M egger Factory A cliffe  D over 1966

1964 Temporary Production at n ew  Build ing at 
Archcliffe  Yard

1980: A new  office block opened on the 
site of the old m ilitary  buildings.
1985: RECORD Chart Recorders m ove to 
the Dover factory.
1986: Evershed & Vignoles w ere taken 
over and the ir p roduction  m oved to Dover. 
(Sydney E vershed  h ad  in v en te d  the 
insulation  tester in  1889).
1987: Becam e M egger In s tru m en ts Ltd. 
following a m anagem ent buyout.
1991: Taken over b y  th e  T hy ssen
Bornem isza Group (TBG) and the enlarged 
group becam e AVO International.
2002: B ecam e M egger In s tru m e n ts  
Limited.
2016: C elebrated its first 50 years o f the 
new  factory in Dover.
Since Donald M acadie MBE inven ted  the 
first single test m e te r the com pany in  its 
m any  guises has b een  at the forefront of 
supplying the electrical industry 's needs, 
b u t w ith a m uch  larger range of electrical 
equipm ent.
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JANUARY MEETING 2018 .
---------------  First Speaker----------------

Conserving Dover 
A talk by Alison Cummings DDC Principal Heritage Officer

R e p o r te d  b y  A la n  Lee

A lison explained tha t she had b een  in  
post for a couple of years and w orks for 
and on b eha lf o f Dover District Council 

(DDC) on all m atters to do w ith the built 
heritage. T his includes: L isted build ing  
consent applications. Advice on conserv
ation  areas and  u nd esign a ted  heritage 
assets. Liaison w ith national heritage bodies 
and  co un ty  council (highw ays, 
archaeologists). Giving advice to planners, 
building control, councillors, parish /tow n  
councils, developers, arch itects, hom e 
ow ners etc. To w ork w ith in  P lanning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation areas) Act 1990.
Alison expanded on the N ational Planning 
Policy Fram ew ork (NPPF) Core Strategy 10: 
This ensured  tha t the intrinsic quality  o f the 
h isto ric  e n v iro n m e n t is p ro tec ted  and  
enhanced  and tha t these are used positively 
to su pp o rt reg enera tion , especia lly  in  
Dover.
NPPF Section 12: This states tha t local 
authorities are required  to set out a “positive 
stra tegy  for the  co nservation  and 
en joym ent o f the historic environm ent."
In  2013 DDC approved the am ended  Dover 
D istrict H eritage S trategy  (DDHS) and 
Action Plan Fram ew ork. This should aim  to 
enhance the local distinctiveness of an  area 
b u t also inc lu des  th re a ts  inc lud ing  
vandalism  and  deve lo pm en t p ressu re . 
There are 27 recom m endations w hich are 
based  on 4 overriding objectives.
1) Regeneration.
2) Tourism.

3) Sustaining and enhancing.
4) Increasing  u n d e rs tan d in g  and 
enjoym ent.
Alison told the m eeting  tha t she appreciated 
the help  of local know ledge w hen  drawing 
up  co nservation  p lans for Dover. She 
m entioned  our area 's historic parks and 
gardens, C onnaught Park is no t a registered 
site.
D uring the question  and answ er session 
Alison had to answ er a n um b er of critical 
views from the m em bers including one, 
tha t she refuted, tha t DDC had financed 
conservation w ork in  “the nice and sm art 
areas" of W alm er/K ingsdow n and Sandwich 
and no t in  Dover.
A nother point raised was a lack of action on 
som e of the seven conservation  areas in  
Dover. Alison said she needs help to do 
appraisals for Dover and is w illing to w ork 
w ith local people b u t cannot inp u t cash as 
there is no t a budget for appraisals or 
projects.
W hen asked w hat recourse do w e have if 
the p lanning  officer agreed perm ission  for 
som ething tha t broke the rules? The reply  
w as she can n o t o vertu rn  a p lann in g  
perm ission, even w hen  it is erroneously  
given. T his left the  audience w ith  the 
im pression of a toothless body. Especially 
the lack of help for sm all projects.
Alison stated tha t h e r w ork w as m ain ly  
reactive as opposed to proactive.
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A
JANUARY MEETING 201

--------------Second Speaker---------------
Dover's WWI Arm y Garrisons

A talk by Phil Eyden
R e p o r te d  b y  T erry  S u tto n

oO

The dram atic w artim e days w hen  there 
w as an  estim a ted  30,000 troops 
sta tioned  in  and  a ro un d  D over w ere 

described by  m ilitary  h istorian  Border Force 
officer Phil Eyden who is also an  au thority  
on the W estern H eights. Phil, one of our 
guest speakers at ou r Ja n u a ry  public 
m eeting, screened  a series o f rem arkable 
p ic tures o f m ilitary  activity in  and around 
Dover in  the days before, during and after 
World War O ne. I t was during the earlier 
stages of the 1914-18 w ar w hen  so m any  
troops w ere stationed in  Dover.
Today, there are none, and as a resu lt Dover 
has suffered econom ically  w ith  the loss of 
the troops' spending pow er and tha t o f the ir 
families.

Phil, in  his talk en titled  Dover's World War 
O ne A rm y Garrison, explained tha t pre-
1914 there w ere four battalions (each of 600
700 m en) stationed at the G rand Shaft 
barracks, Citadel, South Front barracks (all 
at the W estern H eights) and on the hillside

Hospita l Train

a t the  back  o f D over C astle . H is 
photographs showed m any  of these un its in 
train ing  or at play.
W hen w ar in August 1914 was declared, 
unexpectedly  for the m ajority  o f civilians, 
these  D over-based reg im en ts  w ere 
hurried ly  sen t to France w here m any  of 
th e m  died (in  som e cases h a lf  th e ir  
num ber) halting the G erm an rapid advance 
on Paris.
W ith the  im m edia te  n eed  to tra in  
reinforcem ents, thousands of troops were 
sw itched to Dover, crea ting  the  30,000 
estim ated by  M r Eyden. Some of those 
rem ain ed  in  and  a round  the  tow n  for 
defence purposes and w ere used to m an  
check points to try  to ensure no spies 
infiltrated the tow n. Others, as the w ar 
continued, m anned  searchlights and anti
aircraft guns designed to defend the town 
and  h arbo u r sh ipp ing . A n u m b e r of 
these gunners w ere cen tred  on Burgoyne 
Heights.

The series o f p ic tures screened  
including one of 2,500 troops in 
cam p at the W estern Heights. 
A nother rare picture was of the 
nurses and crew  of one of the 
hundreds of hospital trains at 
Dover's M arine Station through 
w hich 1.2 m illion w ar w ounded 
w ere brought hom e. Some were 
to die at the now  dem olished 
m ilitary  hospital on the lower 
slopes of the W estern Heights.
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SULLIVAN & SON
Independent Funeral Service

Traditional, Eco-friendly, Alternative and Pre-Paid funerals available
PAUL SULLIVAN, Dip FD, Proprietor 

In funeral service since 1992

Funeral contractor to Dover District Council 
Recommended by the Good Funeral Guide and the Natural Death Centre 

12 Beaconsfield Road, Dover, CT16 2LL 
Tel/Fax: 01304 201322

Get an instant estimate at our new website
www.sullivanandson.co.uk

t f n ' i

http://www.sullivanandson.co.uk
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Around  and About
Reported by Sydney S [G lyn ] Hale and edited by Alan Lee

Since the last new sletter m any things have 
happened  in and around Temple Ewell.

M essy S erv ice  2 n d  S u n d a y  o f  E ach
M on th : This lasts one hour and is a m ixture 
of craft fun , a 10 m inute religious them e and 
ends w ith a fam ily feast. Each m onth  has a 
different m enu . All denom inations can 
attend.
C hris tm as: The A nnual Church Bazaar was 
held in a full village hall and w ith free 
refreshm ents the event ended w ith a tea 
party. £500 was raised. Over 100 people 
attended the Christm as tree festival w ith 21 
trees on show. The 143 pupils of Temple 
Ewell C of E Prim ary School held the ir 
annual carol service. After the service a 
packed  M illenn ium  hall en joyed  the 
Christm as m arket w ith free m ince pies and 
the best m ulled wine that I have tasted. 
D uring the Christingle service children built 
the crib, the lights were tu rned  off and 
candles lit. Over £100 was raised for the 
Children's Society.
F ia t L ux  3 rd  D ecem b er - P layers C orner:
The Parish council hosted over 100 people. 
All w ere given m ulled w ine, m ince pies and 
soft drinks and  en te rta ined  by  the 
Bettshanger Welfare band and carol singers. 
F ather Xmas hand ed  out gifts. D ick 
W ittington and his cat tu rned  on Xmas lights.
B ra n c h in g  O u t: £318.90 raised  for
MacMillan Cancer Support. Stalls and games 
create a cheerful atm osphere. They run  a 
village only postal service.
Love in  a  Box - M ille n n iu m  H all: In
N ovem ber about 40 people gathered to pack 
some 86 boxes for needy  children (Operation

Christm as Child).
T h u rsd a y  M o rn in g  Coffee B reak  - V illage 
H all: Christm as saw the hall decorated with 
food and refresh m en ts free. I t was 
announced that the clock structure needs 
m ajor repair costing £1500.
M obile L ib ra ry  E very  F riday  b y  L orna 's:
Petham  no borrowers so use it or lose it. 
D ecem ber problem s; com puter system  
down, step lift and h eater not working. 
Regular library off the road, replacem ent 
lim ited for books, KCC's new  policy is no 
service if the librarian is ill. This will have a 
detrim ental effect on the num ber using the 
service.
K earsney: Trees have been  felled to extend 
the abbey w est car park and some trees 
felled in  Russell G ardens. H andicapped  
parking only p lanned  at the tea room. Model 
y ach t racing continues on a Sunday 
m orning.
J a n u a r y  W I L u n c h  a t  th e  V illage H all:
W ith various soups and accom panim ents. 
About 30 diners raised some good funds for 
the WI.
S h o rt M at Bowls: M eet in  the village hall 
Thursday afternoons 2 to 4 pm . Play for fun, 
all are welcome.
Yoga Sessions a t  DODS Mill: Takes place 
on Mondays 6 to 7.15pm and W ednesdays 9 
to 10.15am and 6 to 7.15pm and W ednesday
O th e r: January  and February saw Circle 
D ancing run  by U3A in Lydden village hall. 
Tem ple Ewell village hall hosted  Dick 
W hittington in  January.
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Patrick Sherratt

Firstly  a belated  happy  New  Year. A year 
th a t shou ld  see som e in te re s tin g  
developm ents tha t could affect Dover for 

years to come. The com m ittee will continue 
to m ake com m ent on local p lanning  issues 
w ith  the objective to im prove both  the 
visual and socio-econom ic profile o f Dover.
R o ad  a n d  T ra n s p o r t in f ra s tru c tu re :  As
freight traffic continues to increase through 
the Port o f Dover it is essential tha t suitable 
“Lorry Parks" are developed, particularly  as 
the concept o f the large Lorry Park at 
W estenhanger has b een  dropped.

In  N ovem ber the Secretary of State for 
Transport announced  the p referred  third 
T ham es Crossing. W ith a tun ne l east of 
G ravesend and Tilbury. This was the option 
p referred  by  our Society as indeed  by  all 
East Kent local authorities. The Highways 
England tim escale being:
2018 Statutory consultation
2019 Subm it an  application for a 
G overnm ent C onsent Order.
2020 Expect G overnm ent C onsent O rder to 
be agreed late 2020 early  2021
2027 Expected to open to traffic 
This option w ould see m ore traffic using the 
M 2/A2 and we shall continue to press for 
dualling of the A2 from Lydden and a 
W hitfield Bypass.
D o ver W este rn  D ocks R ev ival (D W D R ):
The new  cargo handling areas are well 
u n d er construction  w ith  sand being taken 
from  the T ham es E stuary  site. This is 
estim ated  to considerably increase the cost 
o f the project and as such the “Com m unity" 
W aterfron t a rea  could  be at risk  of 
com ple tion  and  as m e n tio n ed  in  m y  
previous report w ould be a tragedy for

Dover and consequential set back  to Dover 
regeneration.

D o v e r L e isu re  C e n tre : Well u n d e r
co nstru c tion  at W hitfield. We have 
contacted DDC to have the existing site 
lan dscaped  w h en  th e  Townwall S treet 
buildings are dem olished. Dover does no t 
require ano ther eye-sore tha t existed for 20 
p lus years on the DTIZ site.

D TIZ (S t J a m e s  D e v e lo p m e n t) :  The
Cinem a and associated restau ran ts are now  
scheduled  to open in  early  M arch so w hen  
you read  this report the facility could be 
open. Retail shops will follow shortly  after 
and  th e  Travelodge is a lready  tak ing  
reservations from early  May.
T he deve lo pm en t is h e ra lded  as 
regenerating  Dover and we all hope this is 
the case although the existing Town Centre 
w ill be  affected  and  DDC have ju s t 
announced  an  “Im provem ent Vision". Work 
continues at a faster pace than  of recen t 
years and it is anticipated  opening “in  early  
2018",
C astle  S tree t/B ig g in  S treet: As the role of 
the tow n cen tre evolves m ore Change of 
Use p lann in g  app lica tions are being  
received for Castle S treet and ju s t starting 
for Biggin S treet, b o th  w ith in  D over 
C onservation Areas. A pplications involve 
converting  the  u p p e r floors o f existing 
com m ercial buildings to residential use. As 
co n ta in ed  in  m y  last rep o rt we are 
supportive of such alterations provided they  
deliver quality. Sadly, a recen t application 
for n ine flats above com m ercial p roperties 
in  Biggin S treet being recom m ended  by  the 
DDC Principal P lanner will no t do so w ith
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seven  of these  flats be ing  below  the 
m in im u m  space g u ide lines for flat 
conversions. We have, together w ith Dover 
Town Council opposed this and at the full 
DDC P lann ing  m ee ting  succeeded  in  
obtaining the application be deferred  so we 
await the outcome. The tow n cen tre does 
no t require “shoe-box” flats as has becom e 
the norm  in  the Folkestone Road area w ith 
the consequential increase of anti-social 
b eh a v io u r and  inc reased  levels of 
deprivation.
C o n se rv a tio n  A reas: I recently  a ttended  a 
sem in a r organ ized  by  Civic Voice and 
Heritage England. The la tter is extrem ely  
co ncerned  o f th e  decline  in  U rban  
C onservation  A reas as local au thorities 
concentrate on rura l and residential u rban  
areas. This is sadly m irrored  in  Dover as for 
two years since the appo in tm ent o f a Senior 
Heritage Officer at DDC has resu lted  in  
little or no support. Not surprising w hen  the 
Senior Heritage Officer recen tly  m ade h er 
first visit to Castle S treet after being in  the 
post for nearly  two years. We have sought 
DDC to produce C onservation  A rea 
Appraisals w ithout success although it is 
u nd erstoo d  £20k is a llocated  for such  
appraisals for Sandwich. The Deal Society 
have produced two appraisal reports w ith 
the assistance of DDC. These are for m ain ly  
a lready  tidy  resid en tia l areas. O ur 
C hairm an (Derek) and I looked at the 
p rocess th a t is far m ore com plex for 
com m ercial/u rban  reports tha t require the 
need  of a “professional" to produce the 
appraisals as is the case in Sandwich.
S e c tio n  215 o f  T ow n a n d  C o u n try  
P la n n in g  A ct 1990: In  2010 we persuaded  
DDC to use this legislation to im prove the 
external appearance of building. We had 
great success b u t DDC th en  ceased dealing 
w ith Dover properties as o ther locations 
w ith in  the District w ere concentrated  on. A 
few build ings ad jacen t to the  DTIZ

including Bench Street, w ere im proved bu t 
our list o f buildings, tha t also contains the 
form er Crypt site, had becom e neglected. 
A nnounced  in  m id-January  w as a proposal 
by  DDC w ith  DTC to deliver various tow n 
cen tre im provem ents, contained in  this is a 
ded ica ted  officer at DDC to deal w ith  
Section 215 m atters in  Dover Town Centre. 
We w elcom e this and hope to be involved 
having initiated  the action. Sadly, there is 
no m ention  of support for Conservation 
Areas
F a rth in g lo e  a n d  W este rn  H e ig h ts : W ith 
the la test High Court judgm en t in  favour of 
CPRE it will be in teresting  to see w hat 
rev ised  p lan n in g  applications m ay  be 
subm itted.
F a ilu re  to  d eve lo p  b ro w n fie ld  s ite s  in  
D over: We have b een  extrem ely  concerned  
in  th e  failure o f deve lo pm en t on  the 
W estm ount and C onnaught Barracks site as 
well as very  slow delivery on the Buckland 
Mill site. L and-banking (the action  of 
securing  p lann in g  p erm iss io n  b u t no t 
delivering) is a serious res tric tio n  to 
regeneration  tha t affects m any  towns. We 
feel it is tim e central governm ent should 
adopt a financial penalty  system  in  respect 
to Land banking. I have, therefore, w ritten  
to the  S ecretary  o f State for H ousing, 
C om m unities and Local G overnm ent.
D o v e r H o s p i ta l  (P o ly c l in ic ) :  As
co n ta in ed  in  m y  la s t report. I have 
previously m entioned  the auction of the 
land  by  KCC in D ecem ber 2016 tha t raised 
£1.45million. We have failed to receive a 
satisfactory response u n d er FOI as to the 
valuation report w here East Kent H ealth  
A uthority  accepted £375k from KCC. This 
has b een  taken up  by  our local M em ber of 
Parliam ent.
I th a n k  m e m bers  o f th e  P lann ing  
Com m ittee in  respect o f support activity.
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River Dour Partnership
--------------------Deborah G asking---------------------

F 'o r  a Dover 'good news' report, read on.

O u r F inest D our
This novel title is the acorn for funding plans 
and river improvements.
The first of which is for converting the, now 
closed, toilet block at Buckland Bridge into an 
information centre. Its surrounding green space 
is also included. The whole to be used as a River 
Dour educational resource.
Watch this space for more.
Fish passes are now being galvanized ready for 
installation. Yet another step-up on meeting EU 
standards and, locally, creating improvements 
for our unique brown trout which is the most 
significant colony in South East England.
Water levels update from the Environment 
Agency - these are on the low side due to lower 
rainfall over the past year. To counter this, the 
green habitation is being left to allow cover for 
our trout and boost water flow rates which 
keeps the river bed in tip top condition and 
optimises water quality.

The monthly river clean-ups are ongoing, which 
are vital for its good quality as well as projecting 
a first class image for the town. Please do come 
along and offer a hand, we are a great bunch of 
people, very welcoming. Doughnuts, fruit and 
tea/coffee provided. We have an annual meal 
and all volunteers are invited to a 
complimentary meal and fun at Alkham village 
hall. Phone Sue Bradford at WCCP for a chat 
about how you can support us.
Asda supermarket has provided a waste bin on 
the green alongside Morrisons. Not only have 
they done this, but also empty it. Such a great 
gesture for our town. Thank you, Asda.
We need to thank m any organisations for all the 
good work and funding opportunities - White 
Cliffs Countryside Partnership, Dover Town 
Council, Dover District Council, Dover Harbour 
Board, South East Rivers Trust, Dover Big Local, 
River Dour Committee, Heritage Lottery Fund, 
and the Environment Agency.
The River Dour Project will truly become a 
beacon for Dover.

COW GATE C EM ETER Y Jeremy Cope

This w in te r has had  a few w et days 
w hich seem  to have acquired  the habit 
o f co incid ing  w ith  ou r w ork ing  days; 

how ever we have still m anaged  to fit in  a 
few sessions. D espite the w ea th er the 
cem etery  looks fine and  we are reasonably  
up to date.
We could do w ith  an o th er vo lun teer or two 
-  we are a cheerfu l crew  and our tea 
b reaks are no t rushed . If in terested  please 
contact m e on 01304 211348 or m y  em ail is

on at the front of th is new sletter. W hy not 
give it a try? Sessions are from 9am to 
noon  and the provisional diary, being of 
course w ea th er dependent, is.

M onth Thursday Saturday
M arch 1st 10th
April 5th 14th
M ay 3rd 12th
Ju ne 7th 16th
Ju ly 5th 14th
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Refurbishment Committee
--------------------------- Jenn y O lpin ---------------------------

The R efurbishm ent C om m ittee has had 
a p erio d  o f re-o rgan isa tion  w ith  a 
change o f S ecre ta ry  and  C hairm an , 

followed by  ad ju stm en t to the  regu lar 
m eeting  date to the  last M onday in  the 
m onth . O ur m em bersh ip  rem ains stable 
although we w elcom e anyone in te re sted  in  
jo in ing  us w ho has a passion  to b righ ten  
and restore the  appearance of o u r town.
M ike M cFarnell co n tin u es  to k eep  us 
in fo rm ed  o f th e  H ea lth y  H igh S treets 
in itiative tha t is cu rren tly  in  flux as the 
regenera tion  of D over's shopping cen tre 
becom es a reality. H e also links w ith  the 
Dover Town Team so keeps us b riefed  of 
any  activ ity  o f our ever-increasing em pty  
shops. We will o f course, w ith  everyone in  
the town, rem ain  v ig ilant in  any  in te re s t in  
the M arks & Spencer's em pty  building. 
L itter is a regular item  w ith  contribu tions 
from  all the  com m ittee especially  w ith  
respect to the  W illiam Muge site. Dover 
D istrict C ouncil (DDC) has confirm ed tha t 
th ey  w ill be clearing  the  site and  w e are 
regularly  m onitoring  this. Fly tipp ing  has 
b een  no ted  b y  A lan Sencicle on the Roman 
Road th a t crosses to the  top of M elbourne 
A venue, Also of concern  is the  collection 
of scrap at the  Old Boat House, East Cliff 
w h ere  ac tio n  is b e in g  ta k e n  b y  DDC 
follow ing co m p la in ts  b y  th e  local 
residents.
Right o f Way access and  signposting is 
being  m onito red  on ER32 following our 
engagem ent w ith  D over Town Council and 
Kent C ounty  Council. O ur regular w alker 
Mike W eston reports on  any  progress w ith  
the signage tha t R efurbishm ent is pursu ing  
w ith  respect to ER32 and  its links w ith  the 
Bleriot M em orial. O ur activ ity  w ith  this

has led  to a partnersh ip  w ith  DAD (Dover 
A rts D evelopm ent) and an  inv ita tion  to an 
even t at the  P ines Calyx to jo in  in  the 
lau n ch  of the  CHALKUP21 w ebsite and the 
insta lla tion  of the n in e  trail m arkers tha t 
m ark  significant arch itecture  on a trail 
b e tw een  Folkestone and  Deal.
Two m e m b e rs  o f o u r R efu rb ish m en t 
C om m ittee w ill be m eeting  in  M arch w ith  
C hief Inspector M ark W eller o f Kent Police 
for th e ir  regu lar b i-annual m eeting . Do 
contact us should you  have any  thoughts 
o r issues you  m ay  w ish u s to raise at these  
p artnersh ip  m eetings.

AGM
A  reminder to 

all members
T he A nnual G eneral M eeting this 

yea r w ill take place on  M onday 16th 
April. This is also the  last o f the 

w in te r m eetings un til October. All 
m em bers are urged  to attend.

All n om in ation s for e lected  posts 
w ith in  the com m ittee  and  any  

reso lu tions m u st be received  by  the 
secretary  no la te r  th a n  14 days before 

the  date o f the AGM.

Beverley Hall 
61 Castle Avenue,
Dover. CT16 1EZ 
Tel: 01304 202646 

E-Mail: bevbov61@ hotm ail.com

mailto:bevbov61@hotmail.com
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Old Park Hill Nature Reserve, Dover 
Kent Wildlife Trust’s Newest Nature Reserve

----------------------------  Emily Neighbour ----------------------------

Old Park Hill is one of the Kent Wildlife 
Trust's new est nature reserves situated 
on the outskirts of Dover Town adjacent to 

W hitfield Village. It has m agnificent views 
across Dover and the coast of France and is 
a good site to find butterflies, reptiles and 
wild flowers. The reserve covers some 36 ha 
[90 acres] of old chalk grassland w ith 
peripheral woodland.
The Trust established Old Park Hill as a 
nature reserve under a leasehold agreem ent 
w ith the Dover Harbour Board in 2011 which 
had  acquired the site from the M inistry of 
Defence in 1987. Historically it had  been 
used as a barracks and more recently  as the 
training centre of the Junior Leaders of the 
Royal Engineers. For decades the site was 
largely neglected and grazing had ceased 
w ith consequent loss of habitat due to alien 
scrub invasion, particularly by aggressive 
non-native species such as Holm oak and 
sycamore. More recently  there had been  an 
increase in anti-social activities including 
fly-tipping, vandalism  and off-road motor 
bike riding.
In 2015 The Kent Wildlife Trust was awarded 
a grant by The Big Lottery Fund, through the 
“Reaching Communities" Programme, to run 
for three years until the end of 2018. The 
m ain aim of the project is to restore the 
species rich native grassland bu t a key 
requirem ent for the funding was that it 
should involve the local community.
Scrub clearance of the site started in 2016 
w ith the help of local volunteers and the site 
was then  fenced to allow grazing to prevent 
regrowth and prom ote grassland flowers and 
animals. Konik ponies were used initially

and  cu rren tly  the re  are 
Highland cattle on the site 
and soon sheep as well. Both cattle and 
ponies are happy  to eat scrub regrowth and 
coarse plants like thistles and bramble. The 
Trust also m anages two Roadside Nature 
Reserves on the  sou thern  and w estern  
slopes tha t support m any rare species and 
will act as sources to help recolonization of 
the nature reserve as the habitat improves. 
In August 2017 four Adonis blue butterflies 
were recorded sunning them selves during a 
guided walk a ttended  by local fam ilies 
w hich showed tha t the chalk grassland had 
already begun  to im prove. It was 
particularly pleasing as the logo of the Kent 
Wildlife Trust is the Adonis blue!
M any locals have visited the site over the 
last two years, often on a regular basis. Some 
have been  given free training in practical 
scrub clearance and scientific monitoring, 
bu t also there have been  opportunities to 
gain more transferable skills such as project 
delivery and education.

As part of the Hill at the Heart 
project pupils from  local 
schools have v isited  the 
reserve to spend  tim e in 

nature, to h ea r about the 
conservation and m anagem ent 

of the site and to learn  about the wildlife and 
plant species that are native to the chalk 
grassland. Students have also taken part in 
“Forest School". These offer regular, exciting 
outdoor program m es of woodland adventure 
w hich aim  to increase the students ' 
understanding, appreciation and respect for 
the natural world. New interpretation boards 
have recen tly  been  insta lled  at the 4
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entrances to the reserve welcoming visitors 
and providing inform ation about w hat they  
m ight expect to see w hilst walking through 
the  d ifferen t landscapes. The colourful 
boards included artistic input by children 
from local schools w ith one pupil designing 
the project logo.

The project is funded until the end of this 
year. It is not as yet clear w hether the 
initiative will be carried on. New funding is 
actively being  sought as the local 
com m itm ent and involvem ent has been  
very high.
There is a regular program m e of free events 
open to the public to encourage visitors to 
discover this, until recently , little know n

and under-appreciated hill in  the h eart of 
Dover.
I f  you would like to know  m ore, please 
contac t the  H ill at the  H ea rt P roject 
M anager, Jam es Traynor, in  D over on 
01622 357883/ 07717 803059 or em ail 
James.Traynor@ kentwildlife.org.uk You can 
keep  up  to date w ith  the  p ro ject by  
v isiting  (an d  following) Facebook page 
https://w w w .facebook.com /O ldParkH ill

The reserve can be accessed on foot at the 
following points (nearest postcodes):
Car park off Monks Way (CT16 2DL), Bottom 
of W hitfield Hill (CT16 3BQ), Via Khartoum  
Square (CT16 2EU), Off Old Park Hill (CT16 
2BW)

MEMBERSHIP NEWS Sheila  CopeSu b s c r i p t i o n s  Ar e  No w  Du e  ( I f  y o u  d o  n o t  p a y  b y  s ta n d in g  o rd e r )
£10 jo in t for 2 m em bers at the  sam e address, £6 single m em bership .

Our Marketing Group has m et twice since 
the publication of the last Newsletter 
and has discussed the need  to m odernise 

subscription paying and recording by m eans 
of greater use of the in ternet while at the 
same tim e retaining the existing options of 
using standing order, cheque or cash. The 
Group also intends to explore the m eans by 
which articles in form er Newsletters m ay be 
m ade accessible on line since at present a 
great resource rem ains hidden and almost 
impossible to access. Further m ethods of 
advertising our existence are also being 
investigated. Considerations of security are 
essential of course and are due to becom e 
m ore com plex w ith  the im m in en t 
introduction of the Data Protection Act in 
May. Expert advice on these m atters is being 
obtained.
D eborah Gasking has d istributed  
m em bership packs containing inform ation 
about the Society, form er Newsletters and

invitations to join, to non-m em bers in the 
Elms Vale area and we are grateful to h er for 
instigating this experim ent. It follows on 
from h er presence at events in the town 
w here she has publicised the Society and 
recruited additional members.
We have welcom ed Mrs G. Haq and Ms A. 
Tomalak to the Society together w ith five 
returners.
We are pleased to add Mr Chris Blackburn to 
our list of Area Distributors and thank him  
for volunteering to cover North Whitfield 
w hich is fast becoming an expanding area.
We send our condolences to the families and 
friends of those m em bers whose deaths have 
been  notified this year. They are: Mrs 
A udrey Thorn, Mrs Sylvia Stewart, Mrs 
Veronica “Ronnie" Philpott, Mr Bill Newman, 
Mr Maurice Palmer, Mrs Daphne Stoker and 
Mr D W Moynan.

mailto:James.Traynor@kentwildlife.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/OldParkHill
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A Unique and Privileged Visit
Peter Sherred

Mem bers o f the  Dover Society, who are 
also m em bers o f the Rotary Club of 
Dover, together w ith  the ir partners, w ere 

included  in  a group of people who w ere 
given a very  special trea t in  August w hen  
they  w ere guests o f the Very Reverend 
D octor R obert W illis DL, D ean  of 
C anterbury  Cathedral, at h is residence The 
D eanery  in  the  grounds of C an terbury  
Cathedral. The D eanery  is an im posing and 
large rectangular shaped building fronting 
G reen C ourt on the far side of the  Cathedral 
from the usual public en trance to The 
Precincts o f the Cathedral. O ther im posing 
buildings housing Cathedral officials and 
staff inc lu de  T he Old Palace, the  
C anterbury  residence of the Archbishop of 
C anterbury.
D ean Robert is the 39th D ean of C anterbury  
since The Reform ation and w as installed in 
Ju ly  2001 having previously  b een  D ean of 
H ereford for n ine years. H e is an honorary  
Doctor o f D ivinity of Yale U niversity  and 
Doctor o f Civil Law of the U niversity  of 
Kent and is a D eputy  L ieutenan t o f the 
C ounty of Kent. In 2008 he was m ade a 
F reem an of the City of C anterbury  and in 
2012 he w as aw arded  th e  Cross o f St 
A ugustine for serv ices to the  A nglican 
C om m union and is a Knight of the O rder of 
St John . He had b een  a guest speaker at the 
R otary Club in  2016 and  ex tended  an 
invitation  to people to tou r his residence to 
view  the un ique collection of portraits o f all 
h is p redecesso rs in  post since The 
R eform ation  b eg in n in g  w ith  N icholas 
W otton who in  1541 becam e the first post
Reform ation D ean of C anterbury  and who 
survived in post during the reigns of H enry  
VIII, Edward VI, Q u een  M ary and into the

Inside The Deanery

reign of Q ueen  Elizabeth I, one of the m ost 
unse ttled  and dangerous periods of English 
Christian history. The evening visit began 
w ith  the visitors attending  said Evensong in 
The Crypt o f the C athedral -  as it was 
August the Cathedral choir m em bers w ere 
on holiday and w hile visiting choirs do 
a ttend  during this period  there are days 
w hen  they  do no t appear, so the Evensong 
is said in  the  in tim ate setting  of The Crypt. 
After the  service the D ean conducted  his 
guests on a tou r o f the  C hapter H ouse and 
Cloisters. The C hapter H ouse is hom e to 
som e of the oldest stained-glass w indow s in 
the w orld up  to 800-years-old and Dean 
Robert described the detail o f som e of the 
W estern W indow  w hich is im m ediate ly  
above the  en trance to the C hapter House. 
He explained tha t the detail in  the  coloured 
glass tells the h isto ry  of the  C athedral 
through m any  of the people associated w ith 
it over the cen turies and includes, am ong 
m any  others, the m eeting  of Q ueen  Bertha 
and St Augustine as well as the m urders of 
five Archbishops of C anterbury, St Alphege, 
St T hom as Becket (with the subsequen t 
beating, as penance, o f H en ry  II) Simon 
Sudbury (killed during the Peasants' Revolt
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in  1381), Archbishop Thom as C ranm er who 
w as b u rn t at the  stake in  Oxford and 
W illiam Laud w ho was beheaded  on Tower 
Hill in  1645. The last p icture in  the w indow  
is o f the coronation of Q ueen  Victoria. The 
E astern  stained-g lass w indow  fea tu res 
m onarchs and archbishops from  Q ueen  
Bertha to Q ueen  Victoria. In  the Cloisters 
the D ean pointed  out the m em orial w indow  
to Allan W illett, the form er Lord L ieutenant 
of Kent who died in  2015, highlighting the 
distinctive features o f the m em orial w hich 
includes a b ar code in  recognition  of the 
fact tha t Allan W illet w as the  founder of 
W illett In ternational w hich becam e one of 
the w orld 's largest electronic coding and 
inform ation labelling com panies.
Following the tou r o f the C hapter H ouse 
and  C loisters the  D ean  p rovided  
refreshm ents in  The D eanery  and took his 
guests on a tou r o f the  building w hich has 
had a long  b u t chequered  h isto ry  from 
before the six teenth  cen tu ry  and w hich  has 
included bom b dam age from  World War II. 
Now listed  a Grade 1 building it provides 
accom m odation for the  D ean and is also 
u sed  for ca thed ra l functions. As D ean 
Robert described the h istory  of the building, 
including im provem ents carried  out to it 
since he has b een  in  residence, he talked of 
som e of the differing characters o f the m en  
w ho had held  the post cu rren tly  
held  by  him . T hese included  
som e o f h is m ore re c e n t 
p redecesso rs such  as H ew lett 
Johnson  D ean from 1931 -1963, 
w hose n icknam e “The Red D ean 
of C anterbury" w as given for his 
support for the Soviet Union, 
and D ean Robert's im m ediate 
predecessor John  Sim pson who 
lives in  re tirem en t in  Folkestone.
The un ique collection of the  oil 
p o rtra its  o f all th e  post 
R eform ation D eans, inc lud ing  
tha t o f D ean Robert, occupies

th e  w alls on  all th re e  levels  o f T he 
D eanery . In  m any  of the  portraits the 
D eans in  question  hold a book w ith  a finger 
inside it to show  they  w ere Anglican and 
p rayer book based.
In  the  C hurch of England and  elsew here in 
the  A nglican Com m union, the D ean is the 
ch ief residen t cleric o f a cathedral and the 
head  of the  C hapter o f Canons of the 
cathedral. D ean Robert has particu lar and 
im portan t roles to play at C anterbury  w hen  
an  A rchbishop re tire s  and  also at the 
election  and subsequen t E n th ron em en t of 
an  Archbishop. W hen an  A rchbishop retires 
after the giving of his final blessing, D ean 
Robert told his guests, it is his duty  to take 
from  the A rchbishop  h is crozier and, 
depending  on the particular Archbishop's 
experience of his te rm  in  office, it is handed  
over e ithe r reluctan tly  or enthusiastically!
Following the tou r o f the building the party  
w as p e rm itte d  to w alk  rou nd  and 
appreciate the exquisite gardens of The 
D eanery . The hospitality  o f the D ean was 
first class and w hen  the visit cam e to an 
end  he w as thanked  for his k indness in 
offering the invitation  to his visitors and for 
his hospitality  on w hat was, in  the  w ords of 
one of those attending, “a un ique  and 
w onderful occasion."

The Dean and the visiting group
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Dover’s Forgotten Aviation History
Part II

Brian Flood, Vice Chairman, Dover Transport Museum

The story  of early  aviation  is full of 
characters w hose exploits, and  often  
sad fates, are insp ira tional even  a cen tu ry  

later. O ne such w as Lt. H ubert H arvey- 
Kelly of 2 Squadron RFC w ho flew his BE2a 
dow n from  M ontrose to Swingate before 
departu re  for France. A photograph  exists 
o f H arvey-K elly  re s tin g  e n  ro u te  to 
Swingate, lying against a haystack  in  a 
field, n on cha lan tly  sm oking a cigarette. 
Beside h im  is h is  p arked , fue lled  up  
aeroplane and  a sm all crow d of en thralled  
coun try  folk. 2 Squadron w as ordered  to 
F rance  on  14th A ugust. H arvey-K elly, 
d e term ined  to be first to arrive, ignored the 
flight p lan  and  flew by  the  m ost direct 
rou te  to achieve h is am bition . H is w ar gear 
consisted  m ain ly  o f sandw iches, soap and 
a pistol. On 26th A ugust he becam e the 
first British pilot to b ring  dow n a G erm an 
p lane w h en  he flew his u n a rm ed  BE2 so 
aggressively b eh in d  a G erm an  Taube tha t

the  G erm an  landed  his p lane and  fled. For 
a while, Harvey-Kelly's tactics becam e a 
reco m m en d ed  m odel for o th e r  B ritish 
pilots! In  “Bloody April" 1917 at the heigh t 
o f the Battle o f Arras, w h en  RFC losses in  
the  air w ere tru ly  alarm ing, p artly  due to 
the  depredations of Von R ichtofen 's Jasta  
11, Harvey-Kelly w as station  com m ander 
at Vert G aland on the  W estern Front. On 
29th April, h earing  tha t the Red Baron w as 
aloft, H arvey-Kelly led  his squadron  to the 
attack  w ithou t w aiting for reinforcem ents. 
He w as shot dow n by  the G erm an  pilot 
Kurt Wolff and died 3 days la te r in  a 
G erm an hospital. H e w as 26 years old. The 
G erm ans re tu rn e d  h is  p e rso n a l 
possessions to the  British lines. Kurt Wolff, 
w ho w as 22, w as k illed  by  the  RFC in  
Sep tem ber the  sam e year.
A fter 1914, Swingate con tinued  to develop, 
p rim arily  as a train ing  depot, u ltim ate ly  

becom ing  in  1918 the specialist 
station  for tra in ing  in  convoy and 
an tisubm arine  w ork  following the 
m erger o f the RNAS and  RFC to 
form  the  RAF. In  1916, in  an  effort 
to im p rov e  d efen ces  against 
Z eppelin  attacks on London and 
th e  South  East, No. 50 H om e 
D efence Squadron, w hich  inc luded  
a n ig h t figh te r w ing  of BE2c 
aircraft, w as es tab lish ed  at 
Swingate. It subsequen tly  m oved 
to B ekesbourne and  had  flights at 
T hrow ley  and  D etling as w ell as 
H a rrie tsh a m  a t v arious tim es. 
D uring  th e  G otha b om bing  
cam paign  b e tw een  M ay 1917 and 
A pril 1918 it usually  operated  on  aLt. Hubert Harvey-Kelly attacks a German Taube, August 1914. 

R eproduced b y  k ind  perm ission o f James Field, artist.
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patrol line  tha t stre tched  from  T hrow ley 
th ro u g h  B ekesbou rne to Dover. M any 
h u n d re d s  o f a irm e n  p assed  th ro ug h  
Swingate air station  w hich, by  the  end  of 
the war, covered 219 acres. Its con tribu tion  
to the  successful p rosecu tion  of the  War is 
recognised in  the  m em orial to 2, 3, 4 and  5 
squadrons w hich  is all tha t stands on the 
site today  to rem in d  passers by  of its 
history.
The D over Patrol and the  battle  for control 
of the  C hannel is o f course a m ajo r story  in  
its ow n right. Suffice it to say th a t the w ar 
for the Dover Straits w as w aged on both  
sides of the  C hannel and the  RNAS, w hose 
p rincipa l base w as D unkirk, led  the  w ay in  
the air over the C hannel for m ost o f the 
war. In  August 1914, the  RNAS (until May 
1915 the Naval W ing Royal Flying Corps) 
had  93 aircraft, six airships, two balloons 
and 727 personnel, m ore th an  the  arm y  
e lem en t o f the  RFC.
The scale o f the  defence challenge can  be 
gauged from  the fact th a t in  a single 6 
w eek  period  in  1916 21,000 ships w ere 
passed  through  the  patrol. 11/4 m illion
w ounded  cam e through  D over during  the 
war; 11,936 cross channel jo u rn e y s w ere 
m ade to and from  Dover; 10,636 troop  ship 
crossings w ere m ade from  Folkestone and
10.000 b arg es  w ere  d esp a tch e d  from  
Richborough. Ju s t 63 ships w ere lost in  the 
C hannel during  the  w ar from  m ore than
125.000 ship  m ovem ents.
The Royal N avy p lann ed  for the  p ro tection  
of Dover H arbour from  the air w ell before 
the w ar started . From  Ju n e  1913 som e 55 
acres at G uston be tw een  Fort Burgoyne 
and the  Duke of York's M ilitary School 
w ere earm arked  for an  airfield. Progress 
w as slow  b u t in  Ja n u a ry  1915 No.1 
S quad ron  RNAS a rrived  to com ple te  
tra in ing  and  assum e responsib ility  for the 
d efence  of D over H arbour. T he first

seaplane attacks on  the  h arbo u r occurred  
in  daylight on 9th Jan u a ry  1916; th is was 
followed by  a n igh t attack  in  w hich  9 
bom bs fell. The RNAS p lanes at G uston 
b ecam e the 'D over D efence Flight' and, 
un til the  end  of the  war, train ing  and  day 
and  n ig h t defence patro ls w ere flown. 
T here  w as a good deal o f in terchange and 
operational collaboration w ith  the  RNAS 
base at D unk irk  -  G uston w as p a rt o f the 
single co m m and  su b o rd in a ted  to the  
O fficer C om m anding, D over Patrol. In 
1915 p lanes from  G uston Road jo in ed  large 
scale attacks on G erm an  insta lla tions at 
Zeebrugge and  O ostende and  in  1916 on 
the  T irpitz Battery. In  A ugust 1916 the 
a irfield  w as b om bed  b u t n o t seriously  
dam aged. G uston Road w as also u sed  as a 
testing  station  for n ew  types. O ne of the 
m o re  u n u su a l “p u sh e r  scout" designs 
tes ted  th e re  w as th e  Pem berton-B illing 
PB25 “Zeppelin  Destroyer". According to 
co n tem porary  sources it, “...clim bed like a 
rocket," w h ich  was, a f te r  all, the  
re q u ire m e n t, Z ep pelins h av in g  b e e n  
difficult to reach  because of th e ir  heigh t 
an d  th e  slow  ra te  o f clim b o f m o st 
a ttacking aircraft. In  the  event, the  PB25's 
poor land ing  and take off characteristics 
outw eighed the value of its fast rate  of 
climb. M uch of the  site o f the  airfield is 
now  b u ilt  u p o n  b u t traces  o f the  
foundations of ad m in is tra tive  bu ild ings 
can  still be seen  in  the  grass w here no 
m o d e rn  b u ild in gs  have y e t ap peared . 
T here  is no m em orial to the  m a n y  who 
served  there.
T he N avy had  b een  quick  to recognise the 
po ten tia l value of seap lanes for operations 
in  coastal w aters. In  1913, Guilford b a tte ry  
and  its site a round  M oat's Bulw ark was 
requisitioned  for the  'RN Seaplane Patrol'. 
No p rogress w as m ade, however, un til 
N ovem ber 1914 w h en  U12 sank  a gun-boat 
off Deal Pier. Two W right navy  p lanes w ere 
rap idly  o rdered  to D over from  E astchurch
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w ith  orders to set up  a seaplane base. The 
skating  r in k  on  M arine Parade w as 
requisitioned  for the p lanes and a slipw ay 
w as bu ilt to enable th e m  to be hau led  up 
the  b each  and across the  road! By May
1915 the first p lanes had  b een  rep laced  by  
the  Short m odel 184 and som e 15 p lanes 
w ere on station. In  August th a t y ea r m uch  
of the  operational flying w as tran sferred  to 
D unkirk . In  addition  to som e residual 
operational flights, D over assum ed  a m ajor 
tra in ing  and  rep a ir role for w hich  two large 
hangars w ere bu ilt ad jacen t to the  skating 
rink . Every p ilo t posted  to D unk irk  had  to 
spend  a m o n th  at D over first, lea rn ing  the 
ropes. The b u sy  h arbour w as unsu itable 
for take off, so p lanes had  to w ea th er the 
h arbo u r en trance  to take off beyond  the 
m ole. T he base produced  m odifications to 
the  floats and  w ings of the  Shorts to enable 
them  to cope b e tte r  w ith  the  conditions. 
T hese p lanes b ecam e officially know n as 
the  “Dover Type" 184's and  w ere pow ered 
by  an up ra ted  Sunbeam  engine. Sopwith 
Baby fighter seap lanes la te r  flew w ith  the 
Short patro l 184's to defend  them  against 
G erm an  figh ters. T he o n ly  dam age 
suffered  b y  the  seaplane base w as during  a 
5 h o u r G otha b om b er raid  on D over on the 
n igh t o f 31st O ctober 1917 w h en  22 Gothas 
a ttack ed  v ariou s K ent ta rg e ts  and  
destroyed  a gasom eter in  Ram sgate. W ith 
the  form ation of the RAF in  A pril 1918 the 
D over seap lanes becam e p art o f 5 Group 
w hich  supported  the  Zeebrugge raid in 
A pril and th e n  co ncen tra ted  on  closing the 
C hannel to G erm an  subm arines. H eavy 
patrolling  in  support o f the  subm arine 
barrage and  o ther e lem en ts o f the  Dover 
Patrol en su red  th a t no U-boats successfully  
passed  dow n the C hannel after M ay 1918. 
No trace  now  re m a in s  o f th e  M arine 
Parade seaplane base.
D uring the w ar the  Royal N avy m ain ta ined  
tw elve airship  stations around  the  coast of 
Britain. The strength  of the airship  was,

above all, its ability  to rem ain  on station  
for long periods. Its w eakness w as th a t in  
bad  w ea th er it could be unm anageab le  and 
it alw ays requ ired  large num b ers o f people 
to hand le  it on  land ing  and  take off. 
N evertheless, the RNAS m ade g reat use of 
airships th roughou t the  war, particu larly  in  
coun tering  the  subm arine m enace. T he ir 
im p ortan ce  can n o t be o verestim ated  -  
during  the  en tire  w ar the re  w as only  one 
instance o f a sh ip  being  sunk  w hilst being  
escorted  by  an airship. The im portance of 
the  Straits and  the inevitab ility  o f the 
transports, m e rch a n tm en  and  D over based  
w arships becom ing  targets for subm arines 
w as fully appreciated. At first patro ls w ere 
m o un ted  b y  airships from  K ingsnorth bu t 
the  G erm an 's declaration  of un restric ted  
subm arine w arfare in  February  1915, “All 
the  w aters su rround ing  G reat Britain and 
Ireland, are h ereby  declared  to be a w ar 
zone. From  February  18 onw ards every  
en em y  m e rch a n t vessel found w ith in  this 
w ar zone will be destroyed", galvanised the 
A dm iralty  and  w ork  on  a n ew  airship 
station  at Capel started  in  A pril tha t year. 
The site is now  largely  occupied  b y  m obile 
hom es. T here  w ere th ree  hangars and  a 
w orkshop on about 240 acres. T he first 
airsh ips at Capel w ere ex-Army b u t they  
w ere soon rep laced  by  the  n ew  SS (Sea 
Scout) airships. Sim ple and  cheap  to build, 
158 w ere produced  during  the  war. T hey  
w ere pow ered by  a BE2 aircraft fuselage. 
Incred ib ly , th e  first Sea Scout to be 
delivered  (often called the Silver Q ueen) 
w as e n tru sted  to Sub Lt. Ralph Booth who 
had  ju s t passed  h is test and  had  never 
flow n cross-country  before. He b rough t SS1 
from  K ingsnorth to Capel and  m istook the 
w ind  d irection  arrow s laid  ou t by  the 
helpfu l g round  crew  for land ing  directions. 
The resu lt w as tha t he approached  dow n 
w ind, overshot the  land ing  and  p iled  into 
the  roadside te leg raph  w ires. T he balloon  
caught fire and  the  crew  had to leap  to 
sa fe ty  on  th e  edge of th e  cliffs.



27

N evertheless, Booth recovered  from  the 
disgrace and, as C om m ander Booth, took 
R100 on its re tu rn  crossing of the  A tlantic 
in  1930. T he engineering  section  at Capel 
w en t on  to build  a very  successful varian t 
of the  SS airship: the  SSZ. T he SSZ had  an  
im p rov ed  car and  w as fitted  w ith  a 
(pusher) 75hp Rolls-Royce H aw k aero 
engine, giving a speed  o f 50+ m ph; it w as 
test flown in  A ugust 1916. It could carry  
350lbs of bom bs. T he A dm iralty , on 
discovering the  m odifications censu red  the 
air station  for carry ing  out u nau tho rised  
w ork, b u t th e n  o rd ered  the  type in to  
production!

Convoy escort w as a m ajor role for the 
C apel a irsh ip s  as w ell as esco rting  
Folkestone -  B oulogne cross C h ann e l 
transports. It all looks ra th e r  prim itive to 
us b u t it is w orth  repeating  th a t during  the 
w hole w ar only  one ship  w as sunk  by  a 
subm arine w hilst being  escorted  by  an 
airship. By 1918 there  w ere 9 airships on 
station  at Capel and there  w ere satellite 
m o orin gs at G o dm ersham  P ark  and  
W ittersham .

The D ow ns anchorage has b een  u sed  by  
m e rch a n t sh ips for cen turies. In early  1917 
a ship w as torpedoed  at anchor in  The 
Downs and  the  A dm iralty  rap idly  o rdered  
the estab lishm en t o f an  airfield  to give 
additional p ro tection  to the  area. The site 
chosen  at H aw kshill W alm er w as ideal; it 
d ire c tly  overlooks th e  s tre tch  o f sea 
tow ards the G oodwin Sands th a t is the 
Downs. The aerodrom e occupied  57 acres 
b e tw een  W alm er Castle and  Kingsdown; it 
is now  farm land  and a n a tu re  reserve 
popu lar w ith  w alkers. The aircraft w ere 
housed  in  B essoneau hangers and  the  m en  
in  ten ts  and, later, w ooden h u ts  alongside 
the hangars. Officers w ere b ille ted  offsite. 
In  o rder to start up  operations, six o f the 
b est pilots w ho had  b een  serving in  France 
for m a n y  m o n th s  w ere  p o sted  to

H aw ksh ill. T he tra n s fe r  to W alm er 
ostensib ly  m e t a n eed  bo th  to p ro tect the 
shipp ing  and  to provide a irm en  w ith  a rest 
from  th e  v ery  s tressfu l co n d itio n s  in 
F rance. T he “rest" w as re la tive ; the  
“W alm er D efence  Flight" estab lished  
p rim arily  for p ro tection  of sh ipp ing  took a 
very  active p a rt in  H om e D efence duties. 
Patrols w ere flown constan tly  and aircraft 
from  the  Flight p layed a creditable p a rt in 
the  G otha battles o f 1917/18. Rem arkably, 
one of the Sopwith Pups b ased  at W alm er 
has survived and  can  be found in  the  RAF 
M useum . N5182 is one of a total o f 64 Pups 
bu ilt in  1916. The p lane had  a very  active 
o p e ra tio n a l life  in  F rance  before  
transferring  to the  W alm er D efence Flight 
in  M ay 1917. T he reafter it is recorded  as 
having  flown anti-Z eppelin  and  anti-G otha 
bom b er patrols. In  bo th  Ju ly  and  August 
1917 it w as no ted  as being  bad ly  dam aged, 
b u t  it w as e v id en tly  re p a ire d  and  in  
O ctober tra n s fe rre d  to th e  W ar F light 
School at M anston . A lthough  th e  
H aw kshill site w as abandoned  after the 
war, the  m em ory  o f the  a irm en  w ho served 
the re  has no t b een  lost. In  1920 Lady 
B eaucham p donated  a m em orial tha t still 
stands.
O ctober 1918 w as exactly 10 years after 
Sam uel Cody had  m anaged  to fly a m ere 
1400 feet. In  1914 the RFC m u ste red  60 
p lanes to fly from  D over in  support o f the 
BEF. O n form ation in  1918, the RAF cam e 
in to  p o ssession  o f m ore  th a n  20,000 
m achines. Betw een 1910 and  1918 the skies 
a round  Dover w ere full o f aircraft -  first in 
p u rsu it o f b e tte r  aerop lanes to fly longer 
d istances to and  from  Europe and, later, as 
a tru ly  v ita l c o m p o n e n t o f th e  w ar 
m a ch in e  th a t d e fea ted  th e  Kaiser. 
T housands of civilian and m ilitary  aviators 
and  engineering  and  g round  crew s passed  
th ro u g h  th e  D over a ir  sta tions, a 
rem ark ab le  sto ry  th a t is n ow  all b u t 
forgotten.
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The Gateway Flats
David Attwood

H ave you  ever w ondered  w hat pre-w ar 
Dover looked like in  the  area  now  
covered  by  th e  G atew ay flats? W here 

w ould you  locate the G atew ay on the 1937 
photograph of pre-w ar Dover? Today so 
m a n y  roads around  the  G atew ay have 
re ta ined  th e ir  original nam es b u t are in  
different positions and this can cause some 
confusion. T here  are very  few pre-w ar 
buildings le ft in  the  area  to help; however, 
there  are som e clues. T he following are 
m ore or less  u nch an ged : C am den
C rescen t, tho ug h  m ore  th a n  h a lf  w as 
d estroy ed  d u ring  th e  War. G ranville 
Gardens, except all the  buildings including 
the  b and stan d  have gone. N ew  Bridge 
Street. M arine Parade, although thankfully  
the railw ay line  on the  p rom enade side has 
gone. W ellesley  Road. D ouro Place. 
W oolcom ber Street, though  today  it is 
w ider in  parts.

On the site o f the new  hotel in  M arine 
Parade to the  east o f Douro Place was, until 
recently , M arine Court. T here w ere sim ilar 
buildings to M arine C ourt all the  w ay from 
Douro Place to W ellesley Road.
The public house on  the co rner o f the p re 
w ar Townwall S treet and Mill Lane w as the 
Britannia. The p re sen t short service road is 
the original line  of Townwall Street, w hich  
w as no t m uch  w ider and w en t only as far 
as Fector Place, un til recen tly  an  extension 
of Russell S treet and now  p art o f the St. 
Ja m e s  d eve lo pm en t. T he p re-w ar 
Townwall S treet crossed over the  p resen t 
Russell S tree t in to  C larence S treet, 
so m etim e s show n on  s tre e t m a p s as 
Townwall Lane, and  ran  approxim ately  
beh ind  the  p resen t BP service station  to

W oolcom ber Street.
W here does the  G atew ay fit into  all this?
I th in k  tha t the  straight block is bu ilt on the 
seaw ard  bu ild in g  lin e  o f w h a t w as 
Liverpool Street. Using th is as a datum  
point, you  can  get som e idea of w here  the 
rest o f the flats are situa ted  on the  pre-w ar 
m ap. Pre-war there  w ere two open  grass 
areas, nam ed  Guilford Lawn and C larence 
Lawn, w h ich  ran  from  M arine Parade 
through  to Liverpool Street. Guilford Lawn 
w ould have b een  approxim ately  w here the 
p re se n t su n k e n  g arden  is in  M arine 
G ardens in  the cen tre o f the m ain  block 
and  C larence Law n w ould  have b e e n  
fu rth er east. Pre-war W oolcom ber S treet 
c o n tin u e d  across L iverpool S tree t to 
M arine Parade, b u t w as called  M arine 
Place. The seaw ard end  of M arine Place 
w as m ore or less  w here the  p resen t sunken  
garden  is situa ted  in  fron t o f the G atew ay 
crescen t. The C aptain Webb M em orial w as 
unveiled  in  Ju ne  1910 on the C larence 
Lawn. The Rolls M em orial w as unveiled  in 
A pril 1912 on the  Guilford Lawn. It is good 
th a t in  recen t years th ey  are now  back  
ap p ro x im a te ly  w h ere  th e y  w ere first 
situated. Because the Burlington H otel was 
the  h ighest building  n e a r the  sea fron t w ith 
the  open  C larence Lawn in  front, it was 
u sed  as a sighting m ark  by  the  G erm an 
cross C hannel gunners during  World War 
II.
Regarding the building of the  Gateway, 
below  are no tes m ade b y  David Bevan in 
1997 w ho w as Borough E ngineer w h en  the 
flats w ere p lann ed  and built. The p lann ing  
and  construction  of 221 flats now  know n as 
the  G atew ay covers a period  of about 7
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years from 1953 to 1960.
1953: In 1953 som e 6.5 acres o f war- 
dam aged buildings, m ain ly  houses, w ere 
d em o lished  to c lea r th e  site for 
redevelopm ent. All the  buildings had b een  
dam aged or destroyed  by  shell-fire and 
bom bing. The site w as acquired  by  Dover 
C o rpo ra tion  b y  C om pu lso ry  P urchase  
O rder m ade p u rsu an t to the Town and 
C ountry  P lanning Acts o f 1944 and 1947.
Preparations w ere m ade for an  architects' 
com petition. The general conditions and 
in fo rm a tio n  in s tru c tio n s  to co m peting  
arch itec ts, w ith  th e  sch ed u le  of 
requirem ents, w ere draw n up  by  A rthur 
Kenyon, the assessor for the com petition  
a p p o in ted  b y  th e  C orpora tion , Jam es 
Johnson , Town Clerk and  David Bevan, the 
Borough Engineer. The com petitors w ere 
advised tha t the  site afforded 'a un ique 
o p p o rtu n ity  for a fine, d ignified, 
arch itectura l treatm ent.'
T he design selected  by  the C orporation 
w ould require the approval o f Kent C ounty 
C ouncil u n d e r  the  Town and  C oun try  
P lanning Act, 1947 and also of the M inistry  
of H ousing and  Local G overnm ent u n d er 
the  H ousing Acts.
1936 a n d  1942: The conditions for the 
com petition  provided for p rem ium s to be 
aw arded to each of the first 6 subm issions 
p laced by  the  assessor: 1st design - 1000 
guineas, 2nd 500 guineas, 3rd 250 guineas, 
4th 150 guineas, 5th 75 guineas and 6th 50 
g uineas. D esigns w ere  req u ired  b y  10 
S ep tem ber 1953 and  144 designs w ere 
subm itted . The w inners w ere Dalgleish 
and  Pullen  w ith  th e ir  design for 301 flats of 
w hich  only  23 w ould no t have a sea view. 
All the  designs w ere pu t on public display 
for one w eek  in  O ctober 1953 and a m odel 
o f the w inn ing  schem e w as prepared.

1954 a n d  1955: O bjections w ere raised 
about the  heigh t o f the curved block of flats 
at the eastern  end  and after discussions 
w ith  the assessor, the Borough Engineer, 
th e  C onsu lting  A rch itec t o f KCC, the  
n u m b er of flats w as reduced  from  301 to 
283 by  reduction  of the  heigh t o f the 
cu rved  b lock. An o u tline  p lan n in g  
application  w as m ade to KCC based  on the 
am ended  design. The Borough E ngineer's 
recom m endation  tha t M essrs. W hite and 
G um m ersall be appo inted  as C onsulting 
E ngineers w as agreed.
1956: At a m eeting  on 10 Jan u a ry  the 
arch itects and consulting  engineers w ere 
ins truc ted  to proceed  w ith  detailed  p lans 
w ith  the  in ten tion  of issuing invitations to 
te n d e r by  the  end  o f Ju n e  1956. The 
Borough Council agreed to invite tenders 
from  a selected  list o f 12 contractors in  
view  of the size of the schem e and 12 
ten ders w ere subm itted . The low est tender, 
£1,044,613, w as subm itted  by  Rush and 
Tom kins Ltd.
It w as in  1956 th a t p ro no u ncem en ts b y  the 
C h ance llo r o f th e  E xcheq uer on the  
econom ic policy of the  g overnm ent caused 
th e  Borough C ouncil to su sp e n d  all 
ac tiv ities  on th e  sch em e p en d in g  the  
outcom e o f d iscussions w ith  the  M inistry  
o f H ousing  and  Local G o v ern m en t 
regarding the application  for a loan. T here 
w as a m ove b y  2 councillors to abandon  the 
schem e, b u t it w as finally agreed by  a sm all 
m ajority  that, subject to the  M inistry  of 
H ousing  and  Local G o v ern m en t 
sanction ing  a loan, the ten d e r o f Rush and 
Tom kins for 221 flats should be accepted.
1957: The revised  estim ated  te n d e r figure 
for subm ission to the  M inistry  w as agreed 
at £872,958 for 221 flats. The Borough 
T reasurer reported  tha t the total estim ated  
cost o f the schem e w as £948,558. The 
Borough E ng ineer w as au thorised  to issue
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instructions to com m ence the works.
1958 a n d  1959: It w as decided to n am e 
th e  flats T he G atew ay. C o nstru c tion  
started  and the architect, Mr Pullen, gave 
progress reports to the Borough Council 
during  1958 and 1959. G rey coloured bricks 
w ere u sed  to com ply w ith  the  requ irem en t 
tha t the  large m ass of th is building  should 
no t in trude  u nd u ly  on the general view  of 
the castle situa ted  b eh ind  and above the 
Gateway. A sub-com m ittee w as appointed  
to agree the applications received  for leases 
and the  first 64 w ere agreed during  1958. 
The ren ts  varied  b e tw een  £169 and  £275 to 
com m ence in  N ovem ber and Decem ber. 
Leases w ere g ranted  as groups of blocks of 
flats w ere com pleted.
1960: The Borough T reasurer reported  tha t 
the charge to the  G eneral Rate Fund, after 
deducting  subsidies received  etc. w ould 
am ount to £7,573 p e r annum . The final list 
of te n a n c ie s  g ran ted  w as approved  in  
Ja n u a ry . In  F eb ru ary  th e  Borough 
Engineer's proposed  design for the layout 
o f th e  g arden s fron ting  th e  flats w as 
agreed, as w as his proposal for a m osaic to 
be provided at the w este rn  end  of the 
gardens on the  co rner o f W ellesley Road. 
The design adopted  for the area betw een  
the flats and M arine Parade w as based  on 
the following concepts: to landscape the

a rea  to p rov ide o p en  space an d  an 
appropria te  se tting  fron ting  th is  m u lti
storey  building; to encourage only  lim ited  
use of th is area  b y  the  general public to 
avoid  unw elcom e in tru s io n  in to  the  
privacy  of the flat tenants; to provide som e 
seated  areas sheltered  from  the wind.
I have b een  unable to find any  reference to 
the  date o f com pletion  of th is pro ject b u t I 
assum e it w as tow ard the end  of 1960.
1961: An arb itra tion  case started  in  1961 
b e tw een  the  Borough C ouncil and  the 
C ontractors regarding som e of the w ork in 
the  flats. It w as no t settled, in  favour of the 
Borough Council, un til Ju ly  1964.
D uring the  im m ediate  post-w ar years, un til 
abou t 1956, th e re  w as v ery  little  
redeve lopm en t taking place on the  m any  
w ar-dam aged areas of the Borough, o ther 
th a n  the  provision of b o th  tem p ora ry  and 
p e rm a n e n t houses, m a in ly  on  th e  
B uckland  E state. T he bu ild in g  of the  
G atew ay flats seem s to have triggered a 
start on o th er m uch-needed  reconstruction  
in  the town.
NB Written by David Atwood in March 2001, 
the text has been edited where necessary to 
reflect changes since that date.

PS A n  unplanned feature o f 
the developm ent occurred 
when green glazed tiles failed  
to arrive and, to avoid delay, 
the site engineer used instead  
a large num ber o f dark green 
gin bottles obtained from  
Lukey's the Bench Street 
wine merchant. They can 
still be seen, bottoms 
protruding a n d  spaced at 
intervals, on the Townwall 
Street side o f the building -  
see i f  you can spot them!The Gateway site post war cleared  o f  the damaged properties
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He Walked Along the Middle of the Road
--------------John Lockyer---------------
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There are no t m any  aged Dovorians who 
w ould rem em b er C ouncillor Jo h n  
Walker: as he died in  1940. He lived in  a 

large house at the top of Q ueens Street - a 
part of Dover m uch  changed since the end 
of World War Two and the dem olition of two 
historic buildings - the St M ary's School for 
Boys, originally a late 18th cen tury  charity 
school and “The Cause Has Altered" - a 17th 
C entury  In n , reputed  as a m eeting  place for 
sm ugglers. Before the  war, C ouncillor 
Walker - m iddle of the road, passed these 
buildings in  the sum m er m onths, w hen  not 
called to his civic duties, to get to the 
Seafront West of Granville Gardens, w here 
his rowing boat and speedboat business was 
located. St M ary's schoolboys w hen  on 
holiday in  the boating season, w ould w ork 
for boatm en  such as Councillor Walker. 
Brackm an his m ost im m ediate neighbour 
and Betts a few yards to the East, gave us 
instruction  in  seam anship in  re tu rn  for our 
labours. T hey  m ade a part of our education. 
For Councillor Walker, this was a priority  as 
you will see.
Dover Regatta in  1930's was able to have 
m uch  m ore sea room  th a n  today 's 
restric tions caused  by  the  increase  of 
Dover's value as a com m ercial port. Before 
this, there w ere a few strict safety rules. 
Bombing speedboats w ith heavy bags of 
flour having a 200 m ph  velocity, is no t in 
our m o dern  safety  regulations, b u t 
Councillor John  Walker was for us boys a 
cham pion. Let m e describe how “Bombing 
speedboats" was a star attraction of the 
A nnual Dover Regatta. To get the com plete 
pleasure, get some real Dover Rock m ade by  
Simpkins, or a tub of Grilli's superb ice 
cream  (as was m ade in  the  1930's in  
Snargate Street). I did!

Queen Street

The sound of an  aero engine com ing from 
the East m ade you look up towards Dover 
Castle. A w hite and blue De Havilland 
B iplane w as sw ooping dow n from  a 
thousand  feet at two hundred  m iles or so 
p er hour. Banking sharply, it changes course 
at about a hundred  feet to fly the length of 
the crowded beach and prom enade.
This is Councillor Walker's adversary - a 
skilled stun t pilot who soon has people in 
rap ture w ith his death  defying aerobatics, 
after tw enty  m inutes these stunts drew 
Councillor Walker's response. He switched 
on the ignition of his tw in Rolls Royce 
engines tha t growled like a Lion. T hen  
engaging the  speedboat's clu tch  the 
“Shooting Star" roared  louder th a n  the 
b iplane w hich was lining up for the first 
bom bing run . That day, in 1934, Councillor 
W alker anticipated every bom bing ru n  to 
perfection  and was trium phant, b u t in  1939 
“Shooting Star" had a direct h it in  the fourth 
bom bing run . 1940 was spent w ithout a 
Regatta, b u t D unk irk  was sadly m ore 
spectacular. I w atched alm ost every day 
from a view point n ear the Drop Redoubt. 
My account o f w hat I saw is kept in  the w ar
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archives and I was one of the three guests of 
honour at the 50th Anniversary. Beside m e 
in  1990 was the son of Vice Admiral Sir 
Bertram  Ram sey and the grandson of Sir 
W inston Churchill. T hrough this I found a 
num b er of lasting friends. O ne m an  who 
deserves to be honourably  rem em bered  
from those far off “dark  days" is Councillor 
Jo h n  W alker w ho soon after D unkirk, 
having in  m ind  tha t while m ost o f Dover's 
children (including m e) had b een  evacuated 
to South Wales w ith the ir teachers, 800 - 
possibly m ore Dover children had rem ained  
w itho u t teachers or textbooks - no t 
forgetting the hazards of enem y  actions.

O n behalf of these disadvantaged children 
he appealed  th a t n ecessa ry  tex t books 
should be provided as soon as possible. A 
fellow councillor was sorry  to inform  him  
tha t all the  K ent E ducation  C om m ittee 
books had b een  sen t to Wales. Councillor 
W alker a lready  m e n tio n ed  as a keen

educator, firm ly hoped tha t Dover people 
w ould do the ir best to find suitable textbooks 
and give them  to him  or the local authority  
so that needy  children could benefit.
A part from the council m atters, John  Walker 
found tim e to look after things in  his 
boatyard and take his dog for a w alk on the 
seafront. This w as a freq u en t rou tine  
following the unfortunate 1939 Regatta. O n 
a fine day, 11th Septem ber 1940, our hero 
w alked down the m iddle of Q ueen  Street for 
the last tim e. No St M ary's boys were there 
to adm ire him , b u t m en  of the Luftwaffe 
w ere to m ake an  appointm ent w ith him  
later on. The G erm ans had b een  keen  to 
bom b shipping in  Dover H arbour tha t day. 
Councillor Walker and his dog took shelter 
und er the laid up “Shooting Star". A direct h it 
from a stick of bom bs blasted everything to 
oblivion. T here  should  be a m em orial 
Plaque on the Bluebird Trail about this 
rem arkable public servant.

ANOTHER DAD PROJECT

DISCOVER 21st CENTURY 
ART & ARCHITECTURE ALONG 
THE STRAIT OF DOVER

Contact Dover Arts Development via info@dadonline.eu or 078 55 83 26 38

mailto:info@dadonline.eu


35

OYES.MLM FESTIYAIf
F ounded -  1971

n

Showing at the Silver Screen Community Cinema 
Gaol Lane, Market Square, Dover 

Sunday 4th to Friday 9th March 2018
Sunday 4 th - 2.30pm 

Monday 5th - 11am, 2.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tuesday 6th - 2.30pm & 7.30pm 

W ednesday 7th - 11am, 2.30pm & 7.30pm 
Thursday 8th - 2.30pm & 7.30pm 

Friday 9th - 2.30pm

2017 Dover Film by Mike McFarnell 
1977 Dover Film by Ray Warner

Adults £ 5.00
Senior Citizens £ 4.00 
Children £ 2.00

Free Colour Programme
Tickets can be purchased in advance from:

Dover Visitor Information Centre, Market Square Tel: 01304 205108 
Silver Screen Community Cinema, Gaol Lane, Market Square, Dover Tel: 01304 228000

17 Chisnall Road, River, CT17 0RH. Tel: 01304 8295194

All Major Dover Events Covered
Web: www.dover-film.com Email: doverfilmfestivals@gmail.com 

Organised by Dover Film Festival Society

http://www.dover-film.com
mailto:doverfilmfestivals@gmail.com
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Farthingloe -  The Historic Valley of Legends and Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Part II

Lorraine Sencicle

Following the outbreak of World War II 
(1939-1945), the  n u m b er o f m ilitary  
personnel in Dover increased significantly 

and defences were strengthened. Initially, it 
was hoped  th a t A llied forces on the 
C ontinent would deter a G erm an advance 
w est to the C hannel ports and therefore 
attack from the air was seen as a g reater risk. 
Anti-aircraft batteries were built along the 
cliffs, including Round Down, in groups of 
four or m ore and directed from the ir own 
com m and  post. Following the G erm an 
invasion of Norway in April 1940, anti
invasion m easures w ere increased and the 
arrival o f the Germ an forces on the Channel 
coast followed by the Dunkirk evacuation 
led to an expected invasion and pillboxes 
were erected.
Along the coast, barbed  w ire and guns 
com m anded every likely line of approach 
and Round Down Cliff was heavily defended. 
By 1941, the batteries w ere equipped with 
radar for target-detection and gun-laying and 
although  m ost w ere la te r destroyed,

rem nants can still be seen. In the valley, 
troops trained in the art o f m echanised 
w arfare and carried  out m anoeuvres in 
readiness for the day w hen  the enem y 
should come. Air photographs following the 
Battle of Britain (10 July-21 October 1940) 
show both  Round Down cliff and Farthingloe 
valley to be heavily and extensively cratered 
from the bom bs and shells. In 1944, the 
batteries were incorporated as part of trip 
line batteries along the Kentish coast to 
counter the VI flying bom b offensive. Locals, 
however, still lived in the valley and the 
tow n was subject to both  bom bing and 
shelling until the end of Septem ber 1944.
Before War was declared, the vulnerability of 
Britain being an island nation w ould lead to 
food shortages and w om en for the Land 
A rm y w ere recru ited  from  Ju n e  1939. 
Adm inistered by the M inistry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries the figurehead was form er 
W om en's Suffrage m ovem en t stalwart, 
(G ertrude) T u d ie  the Baroness D enham  
(1884-1954). Initially, the A rm y was m ade up

W W I Gun Em placem ent Round Down C liff 
© Alan Sen cicle  2014

Llittle Farthingloe Farm W omens Land Arm y Museum  
© Alan Sen cicle  2014
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of volunteers bu t as the w ar progressed 
conscription was introduced. Coming from 
all walks of life, the w om en had to be single 
and if  they  did m arry  they w ere obliged to 
leave.
The Women's duty was to aid the farm er for 
which they received low pay, worked long 
and very hard hours. T heir duties included 
tending  pou ltry  and  an im als, digging, 
sowing, hoeing, w eeding, driving farm  
m achinery, threshing and sacking. To give 
m ore daylight in the  evening  double 
sum m ertim e was introduced w hen clocks 
w ere p u t forw ard by  two hours. The 
Women's Land A rm y was finally disbanded 
on 21 October 1949 and the only m useum  in 
the country dedicated solely to them  is at 
Little Farthingloe Farm . The exhibition 
consists o f personal letters from ex-Women's 
Land A rm y girls, authentic uniform s and 
inform ation and is well w orth a visit.
Following the War, the north  side of the 
valley, including Little Farthingloe farm, was 
re tu rned  to the Church Commissioners. The 
south side including G reat Farthingloe farm 
rem ained  in  the  hands of the  War 
D epartm en t. Folkestone Road (A259) 
through Farthingloe was the less used of the 
two m ain  roads out of Dover to London, the 
m ore popular was the A2, via Canterbury. In 
order to im prove the A259 the M inistry of 
Transport sanctioned m odern  street lighting 
along the road as far as the boundary  w ith 
Folkestone that was, by this time, on the 
west side of Capel.
However, the inadequacy of both  trunk  
roads becam e ev iden t in  Jan u a ry  1955 
during particularly heavy w inter snow. The 
A2 was already blocked so all traffic was 
using the  A259 w hen  a four ton  lorry  
overturned at Farthingloe blocking the only 
access and egress to Dover town and port. 
Two years later, in  order to alleviate such 
problems, the road through Farthingloe was

w idened and an application was m ade to the 
council for p lanning perm ission to build a 
petro l station  nex t to the  Plough Inn. 
However, this was refused.
In April 1955, the War D epartm ent proposed 
to erect new  gun practice ranges on the 
Round Down Cliff side of Great Farthingloe 
farm. There had been  ranges along the south 
side of the valley and cliff top since the 
beginning of the War. The new  ranges, they 
said, w ould be for the firing of rocket- 
propelled weapons and this caused public 
outrage. Albeit, the council were obliged to 
accept the proposal b u t did m ake 
stipulations. These included reassurances 
tha t live am m unition would no t be left on 
the ranges, a baffle wall to keep down noise 
and they forbid arm y vehicles accessing the 
ranges by  the Old Folkestone Road through 
the Aycliffe housing estate.
The C hurch C om m issioners p u t Little 
Farthingloe Farm to auction in 1963 w hen it 
was stated that the 174 acre farm, had a good 
m ain  residence, farm  buildings and out 
buildings. At the tim e the tenants of Great 
Farthingloe farm was the M iller family who 
w ere great supporters of the Dover carnival 
and each year would en ter a float w ith a 
thatched roof. W hen Peter Miller's father 
died, his m other m oved to the Gateway and 
Peter took over the running  of the farm. 
However, on 4 D ecem ber 1975 he died in 
tragic circumstances.
His close friend, Barry Sheppard, takes up 
the story. 'While Peter's wife was in  hospital 
after giving b irth  to their first child, two 
soldiers from Folkestone who had been  out 
for the night in Dover w ere walking back to 
barracks. W hen they  reached Farthingloe, 
they  w ere very cold and decided to seek 
refuge. They entered  the cellar of the house, 
in  w hich was stored straw. They lit a fire for 
w arm th  b u t it got out of hand. Peter's 
bedroom  was above and becam e filled with
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smoke. He and his faithful sheepdog died.' 
The soldiers w ere from the 1st Royal Green 
Jackets, based at Shorncliffe, Folkestone. 
Rifleman Christopher Radmore age 23, a 
m arried  m an w ith two children, also died as 
a resu lt o f the  fire. G reat Farthingloe 
farm house was no t badly damaged.

In 1979, National Trust purchased part of the 
67-acre Great Farthingloe farm from the 
M inistry  of D efence for £25,000. This 
included the top of Round Down Cliff. They 
also tried  to purchase the beach below that 
was, by  this time, ow ned by British Railways, 
Southern Region. Although they  w ere not 
interested  in selling it, as they  needed to 
re ta in  access to the  railw ay lines, an 
arrangem ent was m ade w ith the National 
Trust to look after it. Great Farthingloe farm 
rem ained  a tenancy  of the M inistry  of 
Defence.
The following year, 1980, the Saxon Shore 
Way long-distance footpath opened. Starting 
at Gravesend, Kent, it follows the Southeast 
coast as it was in  3rd cen tury  AD w hen the 
Romans occupied Britain against m arauding 
Saxons. The path  is 163 m iles (262 km ) in 
length and finishes at Hastings, Sussex. At 
Farthingloe, the path  runs along Round 
Down Cliff top having com e from  the 
W estern Heights. Farthingloe, by  this time, 
had becom e a tourist destination and for 
years there had been  an accom m odating 
caravan park next to the Plough Inn. In 1987, 
the pub owners, Beefeaters, applied for 
p lanning perm ission to build a 50 two-bed 
room ed Travel Lodge bu t this was refused. 
They applied again, two years later, having 
m odified the ir plans to 32 bedroom s and 
perm ission  was given. In 1995, they  
successfully applied to erect a second block 
of 32 bedroom s and in 2007, the pub 
underw ent a m ajor refurbishm ent. In the 
sum m er of 1990, a farm trail opened at Little 
Farthingloe farm that gave visitors and locals 
the chance to see a working farm.

Prior to build ing  the  C hannel Tunnel, 
E urotunnel had looked for a site for its 
construction workers camp. They did not get 
their ideal location at Aycliffe bu t accepted 
36acres east o f G reat Farthingloe farm. 
E urotunnel then  m ade a b id to buy  the land 
bu t the M inistry of Defence, who still owned 
it, declined. Dover District Council (DDC), 
w ere delighted at the decision over the 
location of the cam p and hoped that the 
'after use' of the site would be tourist related. 
The Cham ber of Com m erce also gave its 
backing, bu t m ade it clear that they  saw the 
'after-use' as an industria l/ business park.
Over the latter there was m ajor opposition, 
not only from those who lived in  the in  the 
Valley bu t from Dover folk, Kent Trust for 
Nature Conservation and the Council for the 
Protection of Rural England (CPRE). The site 
u n d er consideration was in  an A rea of 
Natural Beauty (AONB) and a Site o f Nature 
Conservation Interest (SNCI) and therefore 
should be protected. Following discussions, 
the 'after use' of the site was dropped and 
tem porary  p lanning perm ission was given 
for a Channel Tunnel workers camp.
Archaeological work was undertaken at the 
site in advance of the camp being built but 
no th ing  of in te re s t was reported . The 
Tunnel-related work involved the terracing 
of land up the slope and the construction of 
an access track to the C hannel Tunnel 
workings at Aycliffe. The workers camp, 
w hich formally opened in 1988, contained 
some 1,600 rooms, in 38-bedroom blocks, 
cost E uro tunnel £9m illion and was 
n icknam ed Stalag 15. There was a chapel 
dedicated to St Patrick in the 18th century 
tha tched  barn , spacious bars and a 
subsidised canteen.
Workers, earning on average £1,000 a week, 
paid £45 for this accom m odation and the 
w artim e H ougham  b atte ry  com plex was 
used for fire safety training. Ventilation
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Farthingloe W orkers Camp Courtesy o f D over M useum

shafts w ere built for the tunnel at the base of 
the cliffs and the spoil was deposited m ainly 
along the  foot o f Round Down Cliff. 
Tunnelling was com pleted in 1991 and by 
1993 the cam p was em pty. The contents 
w ere pu t for auction and each 38-bedroom 
block was sold for £16,000.
D uring this time, consideration was being 
given for the new  A20 road to Dover's 
Eastern Dock. Several routes were under 
discussion and there was a public inquiry in 
spring 1988. Nonetheless, the route chosen 
was the one preferred by the D epartm ent of 
T ransport and  stated  by  DDC C hief 
Executive John  Moir, to the House of Lord 
Select C om m ittee on 18 M arch 1987 
(H ansard  pp343-345), as the  council's 
preferred route. This is the route we see 
today going across the west of Farthingloe 
Valley, th e n  along the cliffs separating  
Farthingloe from Round Down Cliff and 
Aycliffe from Shakespeare Cliff, then  into 
Dover close to W estern Docks. From there it 
separates the town from the seafront before 
finishing at Eastern Docks. Started in 1989 
and com pleted in 1993 it cost £24mllion to 
build. It has since been  stated tha t this was 
not DDC's preferred route, that they w anted 
the link to the M20 via an im proved A2 and 
A249.

Because of the new  A20, the first m ajor 
m odification to Dover's sewerage system  
took place in 1994. The original m ain  outfall 
n ear W estern Docks was replaced w ith a 
1,500mm diam eter concrete pipe. At about 
the sam e tim e a well-landscaped, virtually 
autom atic w ater treatm ent p lant was built on 
Broomfield Bank, on the north  side of the 
Farthingloe Valley. This was com pleted in 
1999 at the sam e tim e as the pum ping 
station in  Elizabeth Street was upgraded to 
take the town's w astew ater to Broomfield 
Park for treatm ent. A nother change, due to 
the  new  A20, Folkestone Road was 
redesignated as B2011. As it was no longer a 
trunk  road m any of the form er hotels and 
guest houses w ere tu rned  into one-bedroom 
flats -  w hich pu t an unforeseen strain on the 
new  sewerage system!
W ith tourism  in mind, a consortium  of DDC, 
KCC, Eurotunnel, Kent Trust for Nature 
C onservation, C ountryside Com m ission, 
Shepway District Council and the National 
Conservancy Council launched the White 
Cliffs Countryside Project in D ecem ber 1989. 
Run by full tim e staff and volunteers, the 
initial aim  was to attract m ore visitors to the 
area as well as protecting and m anaging 
areas d irectly  affected by  the  C hannel 
Tunnel. The Project, led  by  Dr Kirk 
Alexander, was scheduled to last three years
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b u t was so successful tha t it becam e 
p erm anen t and the nam e was changed to 
W hite Cliffs C ountryside P artnership  
(WCCP). The h eadquarters  are at the 
Council Offices, Whitfield.
In 1998, the  WCCP took over the 
m anagem ent of Sam phire Hoe, at the foot of 
Round Down Cliff, the 75 acres of new ly 
created land from the Channel Tunnel spoil. 
Samphire, after which the Hoe is nam ed, is a 
succulent p lant that grows in  crevices on the 
cliff face and used to be pickled as a delicacy. 
The sam phire gatherers, m entioned  earlier, 
drove iron bars into the top of the cliff, 
attaching a rope that they climbed down to 
gather the plant. They w ere im m ortalised by 
W illiam  Shakespeare (1564-1616) in the 
tragedy, King Lear (Scene 6 Act 4):
‘There is a cliff, whose high and bandy head 
Looks fearfully in the confined deep...
Show scarce so gross as beetles, halfway down 
Hangs one that gathers samphire, dreadful 
trade!
Methinks he seems no bigger than his head.
The fishermen that walk upon the beach 
Appear like m ic e . '
Even though  tem porary  p lann ing  
perm ission had been  given for the Channel 
Tunnel Workers cam p before it was removed, 
Eurotunnel D evelopm ents Ltd applied for a 
further two-year extension to the tem porary 
planning perm ission. By this time, it would 
appear tha t they owned the site on which 
they  w anted to develop a high quality low- 
density business park. It was envisaged that 
the business park  w ould provide 19,510 
m etres o f office space and  research  
accom m odation and that the site would be 
landscaped to include a lake. The thatched 
barn  was to be tu rned  into a restaurant and 
belts of woodland w ere to be established. 
Actively supported by Dover's C ham ber of 
Commerce, outline p lanning perm ission was 
given and the designation of the site was

changed from  tem porary  to perm anen t. 
Renam ed Farthingloe Technology Village, 
hard core was laid at the entrance to the site.
Nothing m ore happened  until 2000 w hen a 
p lann ing  application  was m ade by  
E uro tunnel D evelopm ents Ltd for a 
tem porary  call centre at the Technology 
Village. Thereafter, the holding appears to 
have b een  sold and various p lann ing  
applications have been  subm itted  all of 
which, it would seem, have been  refused or 
withdrawn. In March 1998, Old Park was 
formally bought by  Dover H arbour Board 
(DHB) w ith the stated inten tion  of creating a 
Lorry Park and Port Zone. The lorry park 
was desperately needed to ease congestion 
to Eastern Docks bu t it never m aterialised to 
any extent on that site. Then, in Novem ber 
2005, DHB announced that they  w ere going 
to build a £30million lorry park off the A20. 
Several sites w ere being considered all of 
w hich w ere m e t w ith  opposition  from  
environm ental cam paigners as they  were 
designated AONB sites.
By this tim e m uch of the south side of 
Farthingloe valley was either in  the hands of 
/ or being considered by  China Gateway 
In te rn a tion al (CGI) -  a developm ent 
company. They had divided the south side of 
the Valley into four plots designated A to D. 
Plot C was at the w est end and, they stated, 
was, 'subject, in  part, to contractual 
arrangem ents tha t have b een  concluded 
w ith  the Dover H arbour Board. This 
com prises an area of 135.94 acres and the 
Com pany has granted the Dover H arbour 
Board the option to acquire betw een 50 and 
70 acres at a price of no t less than £25,000 
per acre which it proposes to use for the 
purpose of providing a buffer 
zone/m arshalling  area for the Port of Dover.'
CGI w en t on to say that the lorry park was to 
alleviate traffic congestion at peak tim es and 
that, 'the Dover H arbour Board will be
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obliged as a condition of the sale to provide a 
new  en trance  and exit from  the land 
purchased onto the A20.' According to Bob 
Goldfield, form er Chief Executive of DHB, 
negotiations w ith CGI were term inated  by 
DHB about 2008 w hen it was evident that 
DHB would no t get p lanning perm ission for 
the proposed lorry park.
In 2012, CGI sought p lanning perm ission for 
a housing developm ent around  G reat 
Farthingloe farm  together w ith  
developm ents on W estern Heights. This was 
outside DDC's Core Strategy, adopted in 
2010, and neither sites w ere listed in the 
supporting  Strategic H ousing Land 
Allocations Assessm ent. In the part of the 
p lann ing  application  applicable to 
Farthingloe, CGI proposed  to bu ild  521 
residential units, a 90-apartm ent retirem ent 
block and the  conversion of the  G reat 
Farthingloe farm  and  tha tched  b arn  to 
pub /restau ran t plus the conversion of the 
stable block to a retail shop. Although for 
m any environm ental and historic reasons, 
this was seen  as detrim enta l to Dover, 
outline p lanning perm ission was given. For 
this DDC could receive m onies on account of 
the New Hom es Bonus fund -  this is a levy 
on m oney raised from the developm ent that 
can be spent on the District.
At the tim e of writing, Farthingloe rem ains 
one of the  m ost historic, beau tifu l and 
enchanting  areas close to Dover's tow n 
centre, bu t for how long?
The story above was first posted on 29 
N ovem ber 2014 since then:
D ecem b er 2015: The Campaign to Protect 
Rural England (CPRE) tried  to gain a Judicial 
Review against the Farthingloe developm ent 
proposals pointing out tha t it is an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), and as 
such pro tected  by  law. However, Dover 
D istrict C ouncil (DDC) encouraged  by,

am ongst others, the  local M em ber of 
P arliam en t -  C harles Elphicke, spen t 
£75,000 of council taxpayers' m oney to fight 
CPRE and won. As CPRE are a registered 
charity, they are obliged to pay £10,000 
towards these costs. Further, the ruling has 
p u t in jeopardy  AONB p ro tec ted  sites 
throughout the country.
This is the second p receden t the DDC 
Planning Com m ittee has set, no t long ago 
they  allowed a carwash to exist in  close 
proxim ity to the 18th cen tury  Grade II* 
Listed Castle Hill House. One councillor was 
reported  as saying that he voted for the 
carwash, as he could no t hear it w hen he was 
in  the local pub!
S e p te m b e r  2016: Following a second 
attem pt to gain a Judicial Review on the 
p roposed  Farthingloe D evelopm ent the 
Cam paign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) 
w ere successful in saving the  A rea of 
O utstanding  N atural Beauty from 
developers.
Lord Justice Laws and Lord Justice Simon at 
the Court of Appeal quashed the planning 
application to build 521 hom es and a 90 
apartm ent re tirem ent village. They said that 
Dover D istrict Council's p lanning com m ittee 
failed to give legally adequate reasons for 
granting perm ission, contrary to an officers' 
recom m endation  w hich  had  m ade 
'trenchant criticisms' o f the density, layout 
and design of the proposed developm ent.
T hey  w en t on to say tha t the Council 
p lanning officers had m ade huge efforts to 
m itigate the  h arm  w hile ensuring  the 
schem e was still financially viable. They 
recom m ended a reduction in the num ber of 
hom es to 375 and changes to the density and 
design to protect the m ost sensitive part of 
the landscape. This was ignored by both the 
developer, China Gateway, and the planning 
committee!
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B &  H Fireplaces
Suppliers o f  trad ition a l 

an d  cast stoves an d  firep laces

W ith  fire p la c e s  a n d  stoves 
b e c o m in g  m o re  p o p u la r  i n  th e  

UK o u r  fa m ily  b u s in e s s  is  h o p in g  
to  c a r ry  a  ra n g e  to  s u i t  

We a re  HETAS re g is te re d  
in s ta l le rs  a n d  d o  f re e  su rv e y s  to  

s u i t  y o u
V is it o u r  sh o w ro o m  a t  5 L o n d o n  

R oad ,
D o v er CT17 0ST 

o r  ca ll to  a r ra n g e  a  su rv e y  
01304 242444 or 07872 665497

PAINT & DECOR
Yo u r  Lo c a l  De c o r a t i n g  Ce n t r e

Do v e r  84-86 Lo n d o n  Ro a d  
01304 204460

ID ECOR DISCOUNT
Wa lm e r  28 The St r a n d  

01304 374104
f o r  a l l  y o u r  d e c o ra tin g  needs 
help a n d  advice w ith  a l l  y o u r  

d e c o ra tin g  problem s 
1,000’s o f  tin te d  c o lo u r s  in 

Ley lan d  a n d  Du lu x  
100’s o f  Wa llp a p e rs

DOVER
Mo n  - Fri 7.30 - 4 Sa t  9 - 3

d ea l
Mo n  - Fri 8 - 5 Sa t  9 - 4

Maison Dieu Guest House Dover
The Pines Garden & St M argaret’s Museum 

Beach Road, St M argaret’s Bay 
Tel: 01304 851737

Tea Room & Museum
Wed -  Sun & Bank Holidays 

(Daily during the summer) 
10.00am' 4.30pm
Pines Garden

Open al1 year daily 
10.00am - 5.00pm

89 Maison Dieu Road, Dover, CT161RU
Quality affordable Bed & Breakfast guest 

accommodation, located in Dover tow n centre -  
great for friends and family.

Single, Double, Twin & Family En-suites 
available with free parking & Wi-Fi.

Barry & Di French Tel: 01304 204033 
www.maisondieu.co.uk

Meet on the Second Tuesday of the Monih 
The Landmark Centre, Cleary Hall.

deal®kfhs.ora.uk www.Kfhs.ora.uk/deal

http://www.maisondieu.co.uk
http://www.Kfhs.ora.uk/deal
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All at Sea -  the Life of George Sutcliffe
Part I - Early Life and Deep Sea

------------------------------------------------------ Peter W  Sh e rre d ---------------------------------------------------

Well know n w ith in  the 
Dover C om m unity

through  his m em bersh ip  of 
Probus, w ith over forty years as 
a Lay Reader in  the Church of 
England and associated w ith the 
local p o rt and  ferry  
com m unities am ong others 87 
year old George currently  lives 
at St M argaret's Bay from w here 
he can not only look over the 
Channel bu t also look back over 
a life th a t has b een  
predom inantly  “all at sea".
George was born  in  The East End M aternity 
Hospital, Poplar on the 21st August 1930. 
With his sister Lena he was sent to a Catholic 
school in  Burnt Oak. From  an early age he 
loved the w ater and rem em bers an uncle 
taking h im  aboard Tham es barges. Being a 
Tham es Lighterm an his uncle knew  the 
skippers. W hen w ar broke out George was 9 
years old and w ith his sister was sent to stay 
w ith relations in Burnley w here he attended 
St M ary's Roman Catholic School bu t after 
six m onths his parents decided the w ar was 
not going to end as soon as they  thought so 
he and his sister re tu rned  hom e - just in 
tim e for the blitz during w hich the family 
hom e was dam aged so the two children 
re tu rned  to Burnley w here George enrolled 
in  evening classes at B urnley Technical 
College for a course in  Inorganic Chemistry, 
part o f his dream  of becom ing a doctor 
w hich dream  n eve r m ateria lised . W hen 
the ir hom e was repaired George and his 
sister w ere able to re tu rn  and w hen  the war 
ended he was old enough to join in the 
celebrations in  London. W hen he left school 
he was em ployed for a few m onths in  a 
furniture shop in  Kingsbury as a trainee

salesm an bu t it was the lure of 
the sea tha t beckoned.
George jo ined  his first ship, the 
A thelprince of A thel Line 
Limited, as an  apprentice aged 
17 on 11th O ctober 1947. 
A thelprince was a tan ker 
em ployed on the m olasses and 
oil trades b e tw een  the West 
Ind ies and  Europe and  had 
b e e n  righ t th rough  the w ar 
having b een  once torpedoed  

and abandoned. The crew realizing next 
m orning she was still afloat re-boarded her 
and re tu rned  h er to the UK. Subsequent 
A thel Line ships inc luded  A thelqueen , 
Athelduke, Athelknight, then  the Athelbeach 
the latter also being on the m olasses ru n  to 
the West Indies and w here George spent the 
last year of his apprenticeship. U nder the 
term s of his indenture he received £75 in  the 
first year, £90 in  the second, £105 in  the third 
and £120 in  the fourth. On com pletion of his 
apprenticeship, in  1951, George enrolled at 
the Edward the Seventh Nautical College, 
Poplar. His Second M ate's exam ination  
com prised several w ritten  papers over three 
days followed by  an  oral exam ination  
conducted by  a very stern  old school Board 
o f Trade captain exam iner who pu t George 
to the test but, to his great surprise, he 
passed first attem pt.
Realising his next examination, for First 
Mate, would be very strong on cargo stowage 
and handling George felt he needed  cargo 
ship experience so applied for a job with 
Lykiadopolis o f London. Following 
interview  he was sent to jo in  his ship, SS 
Seawall, in Rotterdam w here she had jus t 
com pleted a refit and had b een  fitted w ith

Captain George Sutcliffe
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radar. His first voyage started w ith a charter 
to a F rench  C om pany w hich traded  to 
islands and ports in  the Indian  Ocean. The 
ship loaded general cargo in  Calais, Le 
Havre and Bordeaux and its discharge ports 
w ere Djibuti, at the southern  end of the Red 
Sea, several ports on Madagascar, Punta 
Gallet in  R eunion and, finally, Port Louis 
Mauritius. Two of the ports in  Madagascar 
w ere anchorage ports w here cargo was 
discharged into canoes. Seven-ton lorries 
w ere discharged by  low ering onto two 
canoes lashed  together. It was very  
dangerous work. His next port was Aden 
w here salt was loaded for Japan. The salt 
was brought from the salt flats in  lighters 
and hoisted aboard in  large baskets then  a 
cargo w orker poured the salt into the hold 
w here m en  shovelled it out level. In  Japan  
gangs of w om en cam e aboard who worked 
in  the hold shovelling the salt into baskets 
w hich w ere hoisted out by  the derricks and 
tipped into barges alongside.
From  Jap an  George crossed the  N orth  
Pacific to Vancouver stopping to load tim ber 
then  hom e via the Panam a Canal. In the UK 
the tim ber was discharged in  Hull. His next 
trip involved loading coal on the River Tyne 
w hich was th en  taken to Alexandria in  Egypt 
w here the discharging was undertaken  by  
gangs in  the hold who shovelled the coal 
into the baskets which w ere hoisted out by 
the derricks and then  tipped down chutes 
onto a great pile beside each hatch on the 
quayside. A round each heap  w ere 
positioned scales and at each scales, u nd er a 
big parasol, sat a tally clerk. Workers filled 
panniers w ith the coal and heaped them  on 
the scales for the tally clerk to record the 
w eight then  workers took a pann ier each on 
the ir heads and tro tted  away up planks up 
the side of o ther piles w here the coal was 
deposited. George says coal was no t the 
n icest o f cargoes as it was necessary  to 
ventilate the ship during passage because of 
the  danger o f spon taneous com bustion.

Discharge ended the holds w ere cleaned out 
so a cargo of salt for Japan  could be loaded! 
On arrival back hom e from Japan  George 
discharged in  Liverpool and after a b rie f 
spell at hom e his ship sailed in ballast for 
Canada w here grain was loaded. This had to 
be done in  accordance w ith  grain 
regulations w hich were laid down m any  
years ago after ships w ere lost through the 
m ovem ent of grain in  holds. On one trip the 
ship w en t up the M anchester Ship Canal to 
discharge in  Salford going u nd er bridges 
over the canal requiring topm asts to be 
lowered. W hen paid off in  Salford George 
only needed  a couple of m onth 's sea tim e 
before going up for his Mate's certificate, so 
as he did not w ant to risk another round the 
world trip, he said goodbye to the Seawall.
Following interview  w ith a com pany called 
Livannos George joined the D uke of A thens 
in Hull. Having loaded very varied general 
cargo around the UK and France discharge 
took place at several ports on the w est coast 
of Africa m ost notable being Port Harcourt, 
w hich was just a jungle berth, w here some 
cargo was discharged and hard  wood logs, 
w hich had b een  floated down river in rafts, 
w ere loaded. The tim e on the w est coast was 
a rich learning experience for George which 
he thoroughly enjoyed. Upon re tu rn  to Hull 
George left the ship to re tu rn  to his parents' 
hom e to study, over another three m onths, 
at the Sir John  Cass College in  Aldgate to 
prepare for his Mate's examination. Once 
again he passed first time.
Shipping com panies at th a t tim e w ere 
expanding into the tanker m arket and were 
crying ou t for officers w ith  tan ker 
experience. W ishing to obtain his two years' 
sea tim e fast to go up for his M aster's ticket 
G eorge decided  to look around  for a 
com pany w hich had both  tankers and cargo 
ships. H oulder Brothers fitted the bill nicely. 
He was appointed as second officer on the 
Im perial Transport, a m edium  sized tanker.
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His first trip was less than  four m onths to 
Curacao arriving back in  Avonm outh. On 
arrival hom e his parents decided to have a 
party  to celebrate the ir Silver Wedding and 
inv ited  a cousin  of his m other's  called 
Emily. H er daughter's friend was a girl 
called M ary w hom  George began to date and 
who he would subsequently  m arry  in  1957 
in  Leytonstone.
Following the Im perial Transport George 
jo ined  the 'Corato' w hich was a very  sim ilar 
vessel and sailed on w hat tu rned  out to be a 
ten-m onth  trip trading all over the world 
before re tu rn  to the UK. While away he grew 
a distinguishing facial feature -  a beard 
w hich he sports to this day. The ship 
re tu rned  to N orth Shields for dry  dock w here 
after a few days he was relieved and w ent 
hom e to get to know  his then  fiancee Mary 
and to m ake plans for the ir w edding as well 
as trying to find a house in  w hich to start 
m arried  life together. He also started  
another three m onths study at the Sir John  
Cass College to sit his M aster's exams.
While studying, M ary and George spent tim e 
in  Dover looking at houses for w hich Mary 
had  m ade arran gem en ts to view  and 
eventually  purchased one in  Farthingloe 
thanks to the help of a m ortgage through the 
Dover and District Building Society courtesy 
of Raymond Cook, M anaging Director o f the 
D&D Building Society, and M essrs Worsfolds 
who handled  their business. Once again 
George was lucky w ith his exam and passed 
first attem pt. George and Mary's wedding 
had  b e e n  arranged  for the  w eekend  
following the com pletion of the exam after 
w hich  th e y  did no t b o th e r w ith  a 
honeym oon because they  w anted to settle in  
the ir first hom e together. Until the end of his 
leave George found w ork at Broadley's Farm, 
W hitfield, at the p rincely  rate o f three 
shillings an  hour. A fter th e ir  m arriage 
George and  M ary started  a fam ily 
im m ediately, m uch  to Mary's joy. Roger was

born  in  hospital on the 22nd February 1958. 
At the tim e George was Chief Officer on the 
Langton Grange in  Buenos Aires so he 
learned  of the event by  telegram  to the 
agent's office. A couple of years later M artin 
arrived followed by  Melanie.
George's next ship w ith H oulder Brothers 
was a fully refrigerated vessel, the D uquesa 
w hich he believed had the largest chilled 
capacity of any vessel at that time. It carried 
up  to tw elve passengers and, quite 
unusually , a doctor. T he standard  of 
cleanliness for chilled m eat was very high. 
George recalls that one time, w hen  there 
was a hiccup in  the m eat trade, the ship was 
c h arte red  to Shaw Savill for a trip  to 
A ustralia for a cargo of apples. Before 
loading in  Hobart, Tasmania, a surveyor 
cam e aboard to inspect the cargo spaces for 
cleanliness at the end of w hich he said “I 
have never seen such a clean ship in  all m y 
life". Loading apples in  H obart each shipper, 
w ith a consignm ent of apples to load, placed 
a couple of open cases on the quayside for 
the ship workers to help them selves; it was a 
w ay of reducing the num ber of cases that 
w ould be b roken  into w hen  they  felt peckish 
or w anted  som e to take hom e. George says it 
seem ed to work! His tim e on the D uquesa 
cam e to an end and while on leave in  1963 
his m other in law sent him  a new spaper 
advert for a fourth officer on the cable ship 
Ariel based in  Dover. He had continued deep 
sea until Roger was five b u t was increasingly 
fru stra ted  by  having  to ren ew  the 
acquaintance of his children each tim e he 
cam e hom e after around three m onths at a 
time. He had b een  on the list as a Trinity 
H ouse Pilot bu t had not b een  called by  the 
age of 35 so George w ent aboard Ariel, had 
an  interview  w ith the captain, took the step 
o f accepting a fifty p er cent cut in  pay and 
signed on w ith the Ariel. Following the 
ending of his deep-sea career he was to find 
tha t working 24 hours on 48 hours off was 
heaven for all the family.
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Britannia 
Coaches

BRITANNIA HOUSE 
HOLLOW WOOD ROAD 

DOVER CT17 0UB

Tel: 01304 228111 
Fax: 01304 215350

8 -  16 seat Luxury Minicoaches
Wheelchair-accessible Vehicles available

Mowll & Mowll
S O L I C I T O R S  ■ ■

Residential & Commercial Property 

Wills Probate & Trusts 

Elderly Client Advice 

Civil & Commercial Litigation 

Company & Business Law  

Family 

Family Mediation

Telephone 01304 873344
Fax 01304 873355

www.m owll.co.uk

Trafalgar House Gordon Road Whitfield 
Dover Kent CT16 3PN

B U I L D I N G  &  P R O P E R T Y  M A I N T E N A N C E

For all your Building & 
Maintenance Needs

P r o p e r ty  M a in te n a n c e  P a in tin g  &  D e c o r a tin g  L o ft  C o n v ers io n s
F o u n d a tio n s  &  D r a in a g e  R o a d s  &  D r iv e w a y s  R o o fs  &  F a sc ia s
In su r a n c e  W o r k  U n d e r ta k e n  N e w  B u ild s  E x te n s io n s
Free Estim ates W hy M ove ... Improve!

01304 210565 
F ax: 0 1 3 0 4  2 0 8 8 2 2  M o b : 0 7 8 8 5  2 1 2 4 7 3

a n g e la @ d o v e r b u ild in g .c o .u k  
P le a se  ca ll in to  o u r  o ffice  a n d  sp e a k  to  A n g e la  

4 L o n d o n  R o a d , D over, K e n t C T 1 7  0S T

http://www.mowll.co.uk
mailto:angela@doverbuilding.co.uk
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Pets Arcadia &
Aquatics

Est. 1937
16 High Street, Dover, Kent, CT16 1DR 

Tel: 01304 206432 
Email: petshopsteve@gmail.co.uk 

Website: www.petsarcadiaquatics.com

Wild Bird Requirements
Bulk Peanuts, Seeds, Sunflower Hearts

Pond Fish Specialists
Tropical and Cold Water Fish 

and much, much, more!

10% discount for Dover 
Society Members

Curiosity of louer
17 Cannon Street, Dover CT16 1BZ Tel 01304 202621 «
Curiosity of Dover probably have one of the largest collections of 

Swarovski Silver Crystal in East Kent. They also have 
Border Fine Arts, Florence Figurines and Capo Di Monte.
Call in to see the extensive range of Moorcraft Pottery and 

top quality jewellery, including Murano Glass,
Freshwater Pearls and Amber Jewellery.

We have designer sunglasses and exclusive hand-made handbags 
and many other quality gift items for you, or for you to give.

Come and have a browse and discover why it’s called
“Curiosity of Dover” Ar7£_̂ 3

mailto:petshopsteve@gmail.co.uk
http://www.petsarcadiaquatics.com
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Application for Membership
Membership: Individuals - £6 annually

Joint membership - £10 annually 
Payable on 31st March

New Renewal Joint
Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)................................................................................................
2nd Name if joint membership...........................
Address.................................................................
.........................................................  Postcode .

Phone..............................................  Em ail....
The Gift Aid Legislation allows us to reclaim basic tax rate on your 
subscription and any donations. Please state that you are happy for us 
to do this by signing the Declaration below. You must be a UK taxpayer 
and pay an amount o f income tax or capital gains tax we reclaim on your 
subscription/donation. For joint members the first named is asked to sign 
as the taxpayer.
Declaration
I wish/do not wish* the Dover Society to benefit from the new Gift Aid 
Legislation. This Declaration applies to all subscriptions/donations I make 
on or after 6th April 2000. (* Delete as applicable)
Signed.........................................................................  D ate.........................
Please make cheques payable to the Dover Society and forward the cheque 
or cash to the Membership Secretary, Mrs Sheila Cope, 53 Park Avenue, 
Dover CT16 1HD

I/We could sometimes give practical help with the following (please tick boxes)
Social events Writing for newsletter
Projects e.g. clearance, surveys, photography
Any other interests or expertise.........................



Guests are welcome a t all meetings except the Annual General Meeting which is for members only. 
You m ay p a y  on the night before the AGM and attend the meeting.

2018
March 19 
Monday 7.30

April 16 
Monday 7.30

May 20 
Sunday 
£35.00

July 14 
Saturday 
£62.00

October 15 
Monday 7.30

Speakers:

AGM
Speaker:

Nick Humphrey-Smith
“Dover Community Association”

Paul Skelton
“Dover’s Old Pubs”

Lt. Col. George Gelder RN (Retd) Royal Marines Historian 
at the Naval Historical Branch, Portsmouth

“The centenary of the Zeebrugge Raid 23rd April 1918”
Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre: Special Home Front weekend.
This site brings to life the industrial and transport heritage of Sussex.
Included is cake and a hot drink on arrival, with a talk, 
and guided tour for one hour.
This was once a busy working quarry and limeworks. The m useum  runs its own bus 
and train services around the site which has over 40 buildings covering 36 acres. 
There are two cafes on site serving lunches, snacks or afternoon teas.
Pick-up points:
Railway Bell 07.45; Frith Road 07.50; Maison Dieu Rd (Brook House) car park 08.00
To book please complete the enclosed booking form and return with your 
paym ent/cheque payable: “The Dover Society”. To:- Patricia Hooper-Sherratt, Castle 
Lea, Taswell Street, Dover, CT16 1SG Tel: 01304 228129
Ypres and the Menin Gate: to include a visit to the important Tyne Cot 
Cemetery and the most impressive Hooge Crater Museum. which includes 
a snack/lunch.
This is a renovated chapel, and holds the finest WW1 collections in the area. 
Pick-up points:
Railway Bell 06.45; Hollis Motors 06.50; Frith Road 06.55; Maison Dieu Rd 
(Brook House) car park 07.00
To book please complete the enclosed booking form and return with your
paym ent/cheque payable: “The Dover Society”. To:- Patricia Hooper-Sherratt, Castle
Lea, Taswell Street, Dover, CT16 1SG Tel: 01304 228129
Thus trip has been arranged by popular request so early booking is
advisable.
Speakers: David Gilchrist

“William Burges, Dover Town Hall and Cardiff Castle restorer”
Brian Flood

“Dover Trams”

A ll indoor meetings are held at St. Mary's Parish Centre 
Non-members are welcome on all society outings, please book as early as possible
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