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^ The Objectives of  ̂
the Dover Society

founded in  1988.

• to promote high standards of 
planning and architecture

• to interest and inform the 
public in the geography, 
history, archeology, natural 
history and architecture of 
the area

• to secure the preservation, 
protection, development and 
improvement of features of 
historic or public interest

• and commitment to the belief 
that a good environment is
a good investment.

The area we cover comprises 
the parishes or wards of 
Barton, Buckland, Castle, 
Lydden, Temple Ewell,
Maxton, Pineham, Priory,
River, St. Radigund's, Town & 
Pier and Tower Hamlets.

All members receive three 
Newsletters a year and in each 
year the Committee organises 
about ten interesting events -  
talks, tours, visits, Members' 
Meetings and usually a 
Christmas Feast.

The Society gives Awards for 
improvements to the area, 
monitors planning proposals 
and supports, joins in or 
initiates civic projects and
arts events. arts events.

Editoria'

F irs t I w ou ld  like to re m in d  m em b ers  o f ou r 
outings, de ta ils in s ide  b ack  cover. Ju ly  to Ypres 

a n d  th e  M en in  G ate and  in  S ep tem b er Chester, 
L iverpool and  th e  T erraco tta  A rm y. Also th e re  w ill 
b e  an  in se rt in  th e  n e w sle tte r  so th a t an y o n e  w ish ing  
to book  ea rly  m a y  do so.

T he  C h a irm an 's  re p o r t for th e  AGM w as in c lu d ed  
w ith  th e  las t new sle tter. If  an y o n e  did n o t receive, or 
w ou ld  like, a copy  th e n  p lease  co n tac t th e  editor. T he 
financia l re p o r t is in c lu d ed  w ith  th is  issue. C hanges 
to th e  co m m ittee  th is  y e a r  are; V ice-chair B everley  
H all and  H on . S ecre ta ry  J e re m y  Cope. All o th e r 
p o sitions on  th e  co m m ittee  re m a in  th e  sam e.

O ur n ex t in d o o r m ee tin g  is n o t u n til 15th October, It 
w ou ld  be  n ice  if  yo u  are able to a tte n d  o u r fr ien d ly  
ga th e rin g  to re n e w  old acquain tances.

T he  Society  is again  th is  y e a r  h e lp in g  to o rgan ise  th e  
local H eritage  O pen  D ays th a t a re  due to take p lace 
o n  th e  8 th  &  9 th  Septem ber. T h is y e a r  D over College 
w ill also be  o p en  for th e  follow ing w eek en d  th e  15th 
& 16th. N eare r to th e  tim e  p lease  look ou t for th e  
leafle ts  abou t th e  ev en t an d  k eep  an  eye ou t for 
n o tices  in  th e  local p ress.

I am  in  n e e d  o f one o r tw o m ore  peop le  to jo in  ou r 
sm all te am  o f  p ro o f re ad e rs  to ch eck  spelling  and  
g ram m ar e rro rs  in  th e  co n te n t o f each  n ew sle tte r  
befo re  going to p rin t. T h is on ly  en ta ils  a few  h o u rs  o f 
y o u r  tim e  th re e  tim es  a y e a r  b u t is an  essen tia l p a rt 
o f ed iting  th e  new sletter.

A lan  Lee - Editor
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COPYRIGHT
All p u b lish ed  m a te ria l co n ta in ed  w ith in  th is  p u b lica tio n  re m a in s  th e  copy righ t o f its 
au thors, a rtis ts  o r pho tographers.

No artic le  o r im age can  b e  rep ro d u ced  or u sed  w ith o u t th e  specific ow ners express 
p e rm iss ion .

T he ow ners  can  be  co n tac ted  b y  w ay  o f  th e  editor.
Tel: 01304 213668 Em ail: A lan.lee1947@ ntlw orld .com

DEADLINE for contributions
T he las t date  for th e  re ce ip t o f copy  for issue 93 w ill be  W ednesday  19th S ep tem ber 
2018. T he E ditor w elcom es co n trib u tio n s an d  in te re s tin g  d raw ings or pho tographs.

'P ap er copy ' shou ld  be  ty p ed  at double spacing. H an d w ritten  copy shou ld  be  c lea r 
w ith  w ide line  spacing. C opy on  co m p u te r disc or b y  e-m ail is accep tab le . P ic tu res 
v ia e-m ail to be  su b m itted  in  JPEG  and  n o t im b ed d ed  in  th e  tex t o f th e  artic le  and  
m u s t be  in  as h igh  re su lu tio n  as possible. P lease ring  01304 213668 to d iscuss details.

Publication in  the Newsletter does no t im ply the Society's agreement w ith a n y  views 
expressed, nor does the Society accept responsibility fo r  a n y  statem ents made.

EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION TEAM
Editor: Mr A lan  Lee
P ro o f R eaders: M iss M ay Jones, Mr Tferry Sutton  

and  Mrs Tfessa George
A d v ertis in g  Secretary: Mrs J. M arsh
D istr ib u tio n  O rganiser: Mr J. Cope
E n v e lo p es  a n d  Labels: Mr J. Cope
A rea  D istribu tors: J.Betts, C .Blackburn, M .Burton, C .Collings, J.Cope, 

S.Cope, J.Fox, J.Francis, J.Luckhurst, A.M ole,
J. M organ, M .Morris, D .Sm ith , G.Rapley, 
A .Sencicle, C.Taylor, D .G asking, D .Sutton

* * * * *

DOVER GREETERS
D over G ree te rs are  v o lu n tee rs  g ree ting  v isito rs to Dover. We love doing it an d  inv ite  
yo u  to com e an d  try  it  once!

Tel: 01304  206 4 5 8

mailto:Alan.lee1947@ntlworld.com
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SULLIVAN & SON
Independent Funeral Service

Traditional, Eco-friendly, Alternative and Pre-Paid funerals available

PAUL SULLIVAN, Dip FD, Proprietor 
In funeral service since 1992

Funeral contractor to Dover District Council 

Recommended by the Good Funeral Guide and the Natural Death Centre 

12 Beaconsfield Road, Dover, CT16 2LL 

Tel/Fax: 01304 201322
Get an instant estimate at our new website

www.sullivanandson.co.uk

r i m

http://www.sullivanandson.co.uk
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Sheila Cope

Occurring just as the Spring Newsletter goes 
to print, this significant annual event has 

hardly been  m entioned for some years. It is 
significant in  several ways, not least because it is 
supported by  m any non-m embers who turn  up 
every year, confident that they will enjoy an 
event w hich is sociable, comfortably demanding 
and excellent value. The Wine and Wisdom 
evening is also typical of m uch of the Society's 
w ork - the result of considerable hard graft and 
forethought behind the scenes w hich appears 
effortless on the occasion.

O ur question master; Clive Taylor; is crucial to 
the success of the event and conveys his own 
enjoym ent in  finding questions appropriately 
challenging to his particular audience. He 
delights in  subtlety. Thus few if any team s dared 
risk their joker on the round entitled “Day and 
Night" yet once we realised that m ost o f the 
answers contained one of those words - e.g. 
Florence Nightingale - the w ay ahead becam e 
clearer. Then there are the fiendish dingbats, 
infuriatingly simple once revealed. How about 
KNOW it NO (no two ways about it) or BREN Jr 
(son of a gun) or even Polmomice (m other in 
law)?

Beverley, our w in te r Social Secretary,
m asterm inds the provision of refreshm ents 
beh ind  the scenes, assisted by  h e r  sister 
S tephanie and friend Sue. The food is 
professionally produced and its delicious quality 
is m irrored by  the detailed m enus on each table. 
Who would guess that included in  the packed 
timetable for the kitchen is provision for the 
group simultaneously using the small hall to 
come in  twice to prepare and clear away their 
own refreshments?

It is safe to say tha t participants are 
philosophical about the ir chances. An 
entertaining evening and good com pany are 
w hat matters. Nevertheless the w orthy w inners 
this year, in the order announced b y  Derek 
were: 3rd Maggie's Mates, 2nd Mike Weston's 
team  The Good Companions and 1st Oak Leaf, 
appropriately representing the National Trust.

The Society is grateful to Clive to whose charity 
of choice the proceeds of the evening are 
donated and to Beverley and to their team s of 
helpers who include those w ho help to set up 
and clear away the hall. Without all their careful 
preparations such successful events could not 
take place.

COWGATE CEM ETERY Jeremy Cope

Sp rin g  h as sp ru n g  in to  early  su m m e r 
an d  th e  c e m e te ry  is a v e rd an t g reen . Is 

it m y  m e m o ry  b u t it seem s to get b e tte r  
ev ery  year. E ven  if  y o u  are n o t able to 
v o lu n tee r w h y  n o t take a w alk  a ro u n d  and  
en joy  n o t on ly  th e  ce m e te ry  b u t th e  view s 
over th e  tow n. I f  yo u  w ou ld  like to jo in  ou r 
m e rry  b a n d  ring  m e on  01304 211348 or 
em ail je rem ycope@ w ille rs ley .p lu s.com

We n o rm a lly  w ork  1st T h u rsd ay  an d  2nd

S atu rday  in  th e  m o n th  9am  to n o o n  -  da tes 
can  b e  sub jec t to varia tio n  i f  for exam ple 
th e  w e a th e r  in te rv e n e s . P re lim in a ry  
tim etab le  is as follows:-

Month Thursday Saturday
Ju ly 5th 14th
A ugust 2nd 11th
S ep tem ber 6 th 15th
O ctober 4th 13th
N ovem ber 1st 10th

mailto:jeremycope@willersley.plus.com
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MARCH MEETING
---------------  First Speaker----------------

Dover C om m unity A ssociation
A Talk by Nick Humphrey-Smith and Simon Crowley

R ep o r ted  b y  Terry S u tto n

It  w as an  issue th a t could 
have raised  a smile, even  a 

sm irk. T he ta lk  w as about a 
m u ch  n eed ed  public lavatory.
F lushed  w ith  excitem ent, very  
inconvenien t, p e n n y  for yo u r 
thoughts.

But, as o u r public m ee ting  
h eard  in  M arch, it is no  joke 
for th e  D over C o m m u n ity  
A ssocia tion  (DCA) team  
try ing  to provide rep lacem en t toilets in  
M aison D ieu G ardens.

Biggin H all

R epresenting  DCA at ou r m ee ting  w ere its 
cha irm an  N ick H um phrey-Sm ith  and  fellow 
director estate agent Sim on C row ley w ho 
told u s o f th e ir  frustration  over th e ir  p lans 
for a n ew  toilet b lock to replace old toilets 
th ey  took over and  have now  closed.

T he duo gave a ru n  dow n on  the 50 y ear 
h is to ry  o f DCA and  how  D over D istrict 
C ouncil h ad  m ad e  a c o m m u n ity  asse t 
tran sfe r o f the sem i-derelict Biggin H all to 
th e  association and  how  m em bers  o f D over 
Rotary Club had  refu rb ished  th e  hall so th a t 
it w as now  available for h iring  for m eetings. 
Part o f the deal w ith  the council w as th a t 
DCA w ould  take responsibility  for th e  toilets 
th a t ad jo in  Biggin H all. T he  ev en tu a l 
sch em e  is to lin k  th e  tw o ad jo in ing  
p roperties to provide m ore m eeting  room s 
in  Biggin Hall.

M r Crow ley explained DCA found the  cost 
o f operating  those toilets w as too m uch

(£30,000 a y e a r w as quoted) 
because  of vandalism , m isuse 
and  drug taking. As a resu lt 
those toilets w ere now  closed 
and  DCA p lan n ed  to replace 
th em  w ith  a toilet and  m eeting  
room  b lock (possibly costing 
£200,000) on an o th e r site in  
M aison D ieu G ardens.

T h a t's  w h e re  b ig  p ro b lem s 
began. Plans w ere draw n up  

and  it w as th e n  discovered m a in  electrical 
cab les ra n  u n d e r  th e  se lec ted  site. So 
an o th e r site in  th e  gardens w as selected  b u t 
so m an y  objections w ere raised  by  various 
au tho rities , in c lu d in g  th e  E n v iro n m en t 
A gency th a t an tic ipated  costs have escalated 
b y  as m u ch  as £30,000.

T hose issues ra ised  in c luded  m ak ing  
provision for possible flooding, the possibility 
o f dam aging archaeological rem ains and the 
claim  tha t the new  block w ould dam age 
views of D over Castle. Even m ore annoying 
was th a t those raising these issues knew  little 
about Dover, said M r Crowley. “It's all hugely 
frustrating. All we w an t to do is to provide a 
m uch  needed  toilet," he said.

M r H um phrey-Sm ith  told o f the success of 
the Biggin Hall ven tu re  w here  an  initiative 
called F u tu re  F oundry  had  taken  a lease and 
w as providing opportun ities to a range of 
young  people  to find w ork  and  to start up 
th e ir  ow n en terprises. A  video w as screened  
so th a t the aud ience could see th e  good 
w ork  being  u n d ertak en  in  Biggin Hall.
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MARCH MEETING
Second Speaker 

Dover's Old Pubs
A Talk by Paul Skelton

R ep o r ted  b y  Terry S u tto n

H ow  a c la ssro o m  p ro je c t led  P au l 
Skelton  to investiga te  th e  h is to ry  of 

m ore  th a n  8,000 pub lic  h o u ses  in  K ent w as 
d escribed  to o u r m em b ers  a t a pub lic  
m ee tin g  in  St M ary 's p a rish  cen tre  in  
M arch.

Paul exp la ined  th a t one o f h is  te ac h e rs  at 
D over G ram m ar School tasked  h im  w ith  a 
c la ssro o m  a ss ig n m e n t. H e chose  
pho to g rap h y  and  decided  to take p ic tu res  
o f D over pubs. H is in te re s t g rew  abou t th e  
sub jec t an d  as a re su lt h as so far tracked  
dow n 697 pu b s in  b u sin e ss  in  D over over 
th e  years . H e 's  ca lcu la ted  th a t in  one year, 
1851, D over h ad  251 pubs.

“N ow  I have  tak en  on  th e  re sea rch  o f ev ery  
pub  in  K ent an d  m y  w ebsite  in c lu d es  over
8,000 o f  them ", Paul to ld  h is aud ience .

i I h

■
f  ; .

Licensee, N ew  Mogul, Dover, 1891

Last Lane Dover, 1950's

H is talk, abou t a few  D over p ubs and  
ch a rac te rs  associa ted  w ith  them , in c luded  
th e  h is to ry  o f T he C rite rion  in  Last Lane, 
th e  D over A rm s in  1846 in  O xenden  S treet, 
R utley 's w ine  vau lts  in  S nargate S treet, th e  
N ew castle  In n  in  L im ek iln  S tree t, th e  
E n d e a v o u r in  B u lw ark  S tree t a n d  th e  
S hakespeare  H ead  b e e r  h o u se  th a t stood 
v ir tu a lly  on  th e  b each  b e low  the  cliffs to 
p ro v id e  re f re s h m e n ts  fo r la b o u re rs  
w ork ing  o n  th e  railw ay.

E ach o f th ese  licen sed  p rem ise s  h ad  th e ir  
ow n  stories. O ne re la ted  to a m a n  w ho 
w o rk e d  a t R u tley 's  w in e  v a u lts  ( la te r  
C ourts w ine  lodge) w ho re jo iced  in  the  
n a m e  o f T itu s  K nott w ho, tru e  to h is nam e, 
h an g ed  him self.

Paul h as  ex tens ive ly  re sea rch ed  th e  files o f 
o ld  n e w sp a p e rs  to d isco v e r m a n y  
in te re s tin g  item s ab o u t h is  se lec ted  pubs.
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H e fo u n d  th a t  c o ro n e rs  c a rry in g  o u t 
in q u es ts  o ften  h e ld  th e ir  cou rts  in  public  
houses. Paul says th is  w as becau se  th e  
p u b 's  cool ce llars w ere  u sefu l in  k eep ing  
th e  bo d ies  o f  th e  d eceased  p rev en tin g  
p u tre fac tion .

H is re sea rch  led  h im  to believe  th a t at one 
stage, in  1840, th e  d au g h te r o f a large 
fam ily, Sarah, w ith  an  invalid  m o th e r  w as 
ru n n in g  T he E n deavou r w h e n  o n ly  11 
y ea rs  old.

Paul sc reen ed  a p ic tu re  o f th e  facade o f th e  
C rite rion  in  Last L ane w hich, h e  recalled , 
w as rep ro d u ced  as p a r t o f th e  w artim e  
s tre e t scen e  p rov id ed  w h e n  th e  W hite 
Cliffs E xperience  a ttrac ted  v isito rs to w h a t 
is n ow  D over D iscovery  C entre.

T he C rite rion  build ing , over th e  years, had  
severa l n a m e s  in c lud ing  T he Lass, th e  
A m erican  Stores, W ho'd  a T h o u g h t it  and  
th e n  in  1867 th e  O xford M usic H all before

River Dour
-----------------------------  Deborah

e 're  in  th e  w a itin g  ro o m .........
W e're w aiting  to h e a r  abou t fund ing  

for th e  R iver D our info k iosk  an d  riv e r 
w ardens.

W e're w aiting  to h e a r  abou t fu nd ing  for the 
com ple te  re p a ir  an d  re fu rb ish m e n t o f o u r 
lovely  V ictorian  B arton Path  railings.

T h is  d o es n o t m e a n  b a d  new s, ju s t  
aw aiting  th e  good new s. A part from  the 
w aiting  gam e, th e  m o n th ly  u p k eep  w ork  - 
m o s tly  litte r  p ick ing  - c o n tin u es  apace. 
A nd  w h e n  w e've co m p le ted  one o f  th ese

in  1888 beco m in g  th e  C riterion .

O ne c reep y  fact from  Paul w as ab o u t th e  
c o ro n e r 's  poss ib le  v e rd ic t o f felo-de-se 
in s tead  o f suicide. I f  th e  fo rm er verd ict 
w as decided  th e  d eceased  w as like ly  to be 
b u rie d  at c rossroads w ith  a stake th rough  
th e  h ea rt. A nd  all h is  p ro p e r ty  forfe ited  to 
th e  m o n arch .

H otel de Paris, 1920 Dover

Partnership
Gasking-----------------------------------

tidy ing  up  days, th e  r iv e r looks g lorious - a 
D over G em  for u s  all to take p ride  in.

P lease co n sid er jo in in g  u s for th ese  tidy  
u p  days. C o n tac t m e  b y  em a il at: 
deb4 tune8@ yahoo .co .uk  or Sue Bradford 
a t W hite Cliffs C oun try side  P a rtn e rsh ip  - 
01304 241806. W e'd love to see yo u  there .

A nd w e g u aran tee  yo u  w ill leave v e ry  
satisfied  know ing  th a t you 've  n o t o n ly  
done y o u r  b it to h e lp  k eep  D over looking 
sp ick  an d  span, b u t o u r w ildlife b en e fit 
from  ou r efforts.

mailto:deb4tune8@yahoo.co.uk
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Dover Society Blue Plaque 
Cuthbert John Ottaway 

England's first Football Captain in  an international match
B arry O 'B rien  a n d  J erem y  C ope

On  Friday 16th M arch at C am den 
C rescen t a p laque to 

com m em ora te  a D over m an  
C u thbert Jo h n  O ttaw ay, w as 
unveiled  b y  Richard M cCarthy a 
p rac tising  football referee, 
som eth ing  o f w h ich  R ichard 
w as proud . R ichard w as 
in troduced to the gathering by  
D erek Leach w ho also expressed 
the Society's gratitude to Ralph and 
Jean  Bigrag w ho funded and  gave 
perm ission  for installation o f the plaque and 
to John  Hill, o f Jo h n  Hill Building Services, 
w ho installed the plaque w ithout cost.

D erek in troduced Barry O 'Brien w ho gave a 
h is to ry  o f C u th b e rt Jo h n  O ttaw ay, a 
p re sen ta tio n  th a t le ft u s  all som ew hat 
gobsm acked  b y  O ttaw ay 's ach iev em en ts  
accom plished in  such a short life. Barry's 
sum m ary  of th a t rem arkable story follows: 
Born 19th Ju ly  1850 at 5 H am m ond Place, a 
“stone's throw" from St Jam es' Parish Church, 
the son o f Jam es C uthbert Ottaway, m ayor of 
D over in  1859, and  h is w ife Jan e  (nee 
Bridge), C u th b ert Jo h n  O ttaw ay first 
established h im self as a sportsm an at Eton, 
he played the Eton field gam e and  w on the 
public schools rackets cham pionships in  1868 
& 1869. Aged 16 he  played cricket for Eton 
against the MCC, scoring 55 runs, and  3 years 
later, in  1869, scored n ine  cen turies in  a 
single season.

M atriculated at Brasenose College Oxford on 
20th M ay 1869, aged 18, C u thbert 
rep resen ted  Oxford at real tennis, cricket, 
racquets, athletics and  association football 
becom ing the only m an  ever to have played 
five different sports to 'blue' level. T hat

sum m er he rep resen ted  Kent against 
the MCC. The legendary  WC Grace 

bow led  C u thbert ou t in  bo th  
innings although W isden later 
described the barely  19 y ear 
old's p e rfo rm ance  as “a 
p rom ising  d isp lay  o f careful 
ba ttin g  and  good all ro u n d  

hitting”.

In  1870 he played in  bo th  his first 
G entlem en vs Players m atch and  his 

first varsity m atch. A  right-handed batsm en, 
he also played for M iddlesex and  rep resen t 
the south of England. H e w as considered to 
have one of the finest batting  techniques of 
his tim e hitting a total o f 1,691 career runs, 
w ith  a batting  average of 27.27. Following a 
150-run partnersh ip  w ith  WC Grace, the 
sporting superstar o f the day, in  a G entlem en 
v Players m atch  - the h ighest level o f cricket 
at the tim e - he w as invited to take part in  a 
“G en tlem en  o f England" to u r o f N orth  
A m erica effectively th en  the national team . 
Whilst on this tour O ttaw ay m et his wife-to- 
be, the, th en  13-year-old, M arion Stinson, a 
young lady from  H am ilton, Ontario.

C u thbert p layed  association  football for 
Oxford, at a tim e w h en  the new  code was 
gaining considerable popularity  w ith in  the 
game, he also rep resen ted  Old Etonians, 
Oxford U niversity , C rystal Palace and  
Marlow. O n his re tu rn  to England from the 
“G entlem en o f England" cricket tou r he was 
selected to captain the England football team  
to m ee t Scotland on 30th N ovem ber 1872 in  
Glasgow, now  recognised as the first ever 
representative in ternational m atch. Played 
before a crowd o f around  4,000 at the West of 
Scotland Cricket Club England dom inated

CUTHBERT  
OTTAWAY 

1850-1878 
LIVED IN 

CAMDEN CRESCENT 
AS A BOV

f ir s t  c a p t a in  o f  a n
ENGLAND SOCCER TEAM 

IN AN INTERNATIONAL , 
30 NOVEMBER
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the m atch, unable to b reak  dow n an  obdurate 
Scottish defence the gam e ended  in  a 0-0 
draw. O ttaw ay did no t play  in  the re tu rn  
fixture, in  London on 8th M arch 1873, b u t 
again captained his country  in  the third 
England-Scotland in ternational, p layed in  
Glasgow on 7th M arch 1874. The result was a 
2-1 victory for Scotland.

T he inaugural FA Cup to u rn am en t began  in  
N ovem ber 1871. The 1872/73 com petition 
saw  Oxford University, including Ottaway, 
reach  the final against W anderers, played at 
the Lillie Bridge sports ground on the Fulham  
side o f West Brom pton, London. Oxford 
dom inated  the early  stages due largely to the 
strong  ru n n in g  o f A rnold  K irke-Sm ith 
although  'T he Sportsm an ' new sp ap er 
com m ented  th a t “the w hole eleven work[ed] 
w ell to g e th e r and  w ith  g rea t energy". 
W anderers, after having a goal disallowed, 
w en t on w in  2-0. Also in  1873 C uthbert 
captained Oxford U niversity in  th e ir first 
varsity football m atch  defeating Cambridge 
U niversity, 1-0.

In  the 1873/74 season, Oxford U niversity 
again  m ade  th e  final against M ajor 
M arind in 's  Royal E ng ineers p layed  at 
London's K ennington Oval on  Saturday 14 th  
M arch 1874. M ackarness scored an early  goal 
for Oxford th en  10 m inu tes  la ter following 
som e skilful dribbling  by  
O ttaw ay, th e  captain , and  
Vidal, Patton scored a second,
Oxford w inning  2-0. C uthbert 
O ttaw ay  adding a w in n ers  
m edal to his previous year's 
ru n n e rs  up  m edal.

H aving graduated  from  Oxford 
and  re located  to London in 
order to undertake vocational 
study w ith  a view  to becom ing 
a barrister C uthbert sw itched 
h is cricket alleg iances to 
M iddlesex and h is participation

in  the 1874/75 FA Cup com petition  w as in  
th e  colours o f Old E tonians. T his took 
O ttaw ay to a 3rd successive final again 
against The Royal Engineers.
W ith 30 m inu tes gone, from a corner, Bonsor 
scored for the Old Etonians, th en  w ith  the 
scores level at 1-1 after an “unfortunate  
accident", w ith  E ng ineers h a lf  b ack  
L ieu tenan t Richard Ruck, C uthbert “received 
a severe kick on the ankle and had  to be 
carried off the ground". A lthough the precise 
natu re  o f his ankle in ju ry  rem ains unknow n, 
there is no evidence that, at the age of 25, he 
ever again played senior football after tha t 
final. His cricket career did carry  on and  in  
1876 he  had  the fourth highest first-class 
batting  average in  England, also recording the 
first o f his two first-class cen turies w hilst 
playing for Middlesex.

Called to the Bar on  17th N ovem ber 1876 
C uthbert, presum ably, as he w as unable to 
pursue his w in te r sport o f football, seem s to 
have tu rn ed  his a tten tion  to his career as a 
barrister before, in  August 1877, re tu rn ing  to 
C anada to m arry  M arion Stinson.

The new lyw ed couple appear to have spent 
C hristm as 1877 in  D over w ith C uthbert's 
paren ts and  thereafter settled into the ir hom e 
n ea r London's Sloane Square. Sadly, w ith in  a 
m a tte r o f w eeks C uthbert had  passed away, 

at the age o f 27, on 2nd April 
1878, leav ing  h is p reg n an t 
teenage wife a widow. The 
exact cause of h is death  is 
u nknow n although it is often 
listed  as P neum on ia . It is 
know n th a t he spen t the night 
o f his death  out dancing and is 
thought to have caught a chill. 
H is fam ily  th ough  had  a 
h istory  o f diabetes, increasing 
th e  chances o f re sp ira to ry  
diseases, and  it has also b een  
suggested th a t C uthbert had, 
for som e time, b een  living w ith

Cuthbert John Ottaway
1850 -  1878
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tuberculosis. M arion, w ho w as 18-years-old 
and  5/2 m on ths p regnan t at the tim e of his 
death , re tu rn e d  to C anada. W ith th e  
ou tb reak  o f  WWI she b ecam e  h eav ily  
involved in  the C anadian Red Cross Society 
and  is rem em bered  as one of the great 
fem ale figures o f C anadian history. H er son 
H arry, b y  h e r  2nd m arriage, w en t on  to 
becom e C anada's leading field com m ander 
in  WW2.

T he tru e  trag ed y  o f C u th b ert O ttaw ay, 
perhaps, is no t h is un tim ely  death  aged 27, 
or th a t he  n ev er got to m ee t h is daughter, 
but, rather, the m an n e r  in  w hich h isto ry  has, 
un til recently , forgotten him . H is grave, at 
Paddington Old C em etery, w as practically  in  
ru in s before, in  2013, it w as restored  b y  the 
Football Association as befits England's first 
football captain, w ho w as also an  exceptional

cricketer, th e  finest am ateu r racquet p layer 
in  the country  and perhaps the m ost diverse 
university  sportsm an in  history.

O ttaway's college, Brasenose, have an  annual 
tradition w hereby  each Shrove Tuesday an 
undergraduate w ould w rite an  Ale Toast, in  
1871 th e  toast w as w ritten  b y  C uthbert 
O ttaw ay and  included the verse:
A nd though strength  and  w eight help  a crew, 
A nd though confidence help  it still more,
Yet 'tis p luck th a t shall pull u s  through 
As it has m an y  tim es before.

In  1879, the y ear following O ttaw ay's death 
the toast included the lines:
Alas you r flag is half-m ast high 
All is no t je s t today 
O n Cowleys m eads the breezes sigh 
For gone is O ttaway

MEMBERSHIP NEWS Sheila Cope

s always at this tim e of y ear m y  thanks 
A g o  to those m em bers w ho have paid the ir 
subscriptions on tim e or b y  Standing O rder 
w hich obviates the n eed  for rem inders.

At one tim e m an y  rem in d e r le tte rs w ere 
sen t ou t b u t now  em ail and  te lephone is 
used. In  an  em ail m essage, particu lars o f the 
Society's B ank account m ay  be  given, w hich  
enables those w ho p refer to pay  b y  direct 
B ank tra n s fe r  to do so. T h is  p a y m e n t 
m ethod  is becom ing  increasing ly  popular 
although I em phasise  th a t pay m en ts  b y  cash 
or cheque are equally  w elcom e.

D uring the y e a r w e are p lann ing  to transfer 
details o f m em bers  on  to a database and  it 
m ay  w ell be  th a t o u r p ap er file w ill be 
superseded, hopefu lly  saving tim e for the 
m em bersh ip  secre tary  b u t be ing  no  less 
secure. Such m o d e rn isa tio n  w ill ru n  
alongside our essen tia l n eed  to com ply  w ith

the n ew  G eneral D ata Protection  Regulation 
(GDPR) w hich  nobody w ill have avoided 
hearing  about if  th e y  receive in form ation  
from  an y  organisation. We are no exception 
and  n eed  our m em bers  to he lp  bo th  u s  and  
them selves b y  ticking the  appropriate  box. 
We shall also m odify  our A pplication  for 
M em bership  form.

At th e  sam e tim e o u r M arketing G roup is 
striving to im prove our website. We m ust 
m ove w ith  th e  tim es if  w e are to con tinue  to 
a ttract young  m em bers  w ho are p repared  to 
do th e  w ork  requ ired  to take th e  Society 
forward into the future.

We n u m b er 484 at p resen t and  in  addition  to 
1 re tu rn e r  we have w elcom ed: M r T  Cleaver, 
M r L & M rs J  N ew m an, M r J  Watts, M r M & 
M rs R A nderson, M r C & Mrs S Jolliff, M rs R
& M r R Fournier, M r G Sutcliffe, Miss J 
W heeler and  M r D & Mrs L Burden.
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An extract from the Accounts for the Year Ended 31st. March 2018

The follow ing ex trac t from  o u r acco u n ts  re p re se n ts  th e  s ta te m e n t o f  financia l 
ac tiv ities and  th e  b a lan ce  sheet. T he su p p o rtin g  n o te s  to th e  acco u n ts  are  n o t 

rep ro d u ced  due to lack  o f space. H ow ever, th e  com ple te  accoun ts  are  available for 
in sp ec tio n  u p o n  req u es t to o u r Treasurer, Capt. M ike W eston [te lephone  01304 202059] or 
E m ail [w eston71dover@ gm ail.com ].

CURRENT ASSETS

N ew sle tte r B inders 
D ebtors an d  P rep ay m en t 
S hares g ifted  to Society 
C ash at b a n k  an d  in  H and

CREDITORS : A m o u n ts  falling
D ue w ith in  one y e a r
M oney  h e ld  o n  b e h a lf  o f “Bluebird Trail"
A dvanced bookings for 2016/17 outings

NET CURRENT ASSETS

NET ASSETS

FUN DS

2018

233
273

3,080
62,388

65,974

(408)
(777)
(000)

64 789

£64 789

£ 789

2017

233
311

3,080
57,400

61,024

(1,358)
(777)
(000)

58,889

£58,889

£ 5 8 ,8 8 9

T he Society 's F unds are re p re se n te d  by: 2018 2017

T he G enera l F und 27,233 26,207

Rolls M em oria l F und 50 50

Pro jects F und 190 149

P ub lica tion  F und 4,110 3,998

Town H all F und 11,402 10,636

R iver D our P artn ersh ip 21,804 17,849

£ 6 4 ,7 8 9 £ 5 8 ,8 8 9

mailto:weston71dover@gmail.com
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Statement of Financial Activities 
for the year Ended 31st. March 2018

INCOME

G eneral
F u n d
2018

G eneral
F u n d
2017

S ubscrip tions 2,568 2,539

D onations 161 414

Social E vents 345 341

Gift A id a ttrac ted  b y  Subs etc to G enera l F und 548 574

B ank A ccount In te re s t 15 39

Surp lus on  Badges 00 10

TOTAL INCOME 3,637 3,917

EXPENDITURE

M em bers an d  M eeting  expenses 138 55

A dm in istra tive  E xpenses 804 960

N ew sle tte r E xpenses 1,519 1,521

O th er I tem s [includ ing  donations] 150 70

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 2,611 2,606

N ET (O U TG OIN G )/INCOM IN G  RESOURCES 1,026 1,311

Total F unds B rought Forw ard 26,207 24,896

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD £ 2 7 ,2 3 3 £ 2 6 ,2 0 7

Capt. M .H .W eston
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Zeebrugge Raid 23rd A pril 1918
A talk by Lt. Col. George A Gelder RM (rtd)

Royal Marine Historian from  Naval Historical Branch, Portsmouth
---------------R ep o r ted  b y  Terry S u tto n  ----------------

With  Dover, in  A pril, p rep a rin g  for the 
c e n te n a ry  co m m em o ra tio n s o f the  

fam ous Z eebrugge Raid on  St G eorge's D ay 
1918, T he D over Society decided  to get in  
first.

Your co m m itte e  d ec id ed  to in v ite  Lt. 
C olonel George G elder RN (Retired) from  
P o rtsm ou th  to give a de ta iled  ta lk  on  the  
Zeebrugge Raid at th e  society 's an n u a l 
m ee tin g  on  A pril 16 a t St M ary 's parish  
cen tre .

C olonel Gelder, w ho served  32 y ea rs  in  the 
Royal M arines, is an  “old boy" o f th e  D uke 
o f York's Royal M ilitary  School at G uston.

Assault party on mole

Blockships in canal

D uring  h is hour-long  ta lk  he po in ted  the  
Raid, w h ich  set off from  Dover, las ted  on ly  
as long  as h is  talk . H e describ ed  the  
b rav e ry  o f th e  Royal N avy and  the  Blue 
Ja c k e ts  as th e y  s to rm e d  th e  m o le  at 
Zeebrugge and  w h y  a tte m p ts  w ere m ade  to 
com ple te ly  b lock  th e  G erm an-held  p o rt to 
p re v e n t e n e m y  su b m a rin e s  u s in g  th e  
h av en  o f th e  Belgian canal system .

M r G elder recalled  th e re  was, in  1918, 
an tagon ism  b e tw een  som e sen io r D over- 
b ased  naval officers th a t ev en tu a lly  led  to 
th e  a p p o in tm en t o f Roger Keyes to lead  
T h e  D over P atro l an d  th e  Raid on  
Zeebrugge in  w h ich  he took  part.

H e told  o f the  reaso n s w hy  th e  Raid w as 
considered , the  p lan n in g  and  tra in in g  for 
it, delays in  th e  Raid (because o f w ea th e r 
co n d itio n s), th in g s  th a t  w e n t w ro n g  
resu lting  in  land ings tak ing  p lace n o t in  
th e  exact p la n n e d  p o s itio n  an d  th e
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s lau g h te r an d  b rav e ry  o f those  tak ing  part. 
H e rev ea led  th a t in  secrecy  an  a rea  o f T he 
F reedow n  at St M argaret's-at-C liffe w as 
u sed  as a Raid tra in in g  zone.

C olonel G elder sc reen ed  im ages o f th e  
m assive big gu n  de fen ces th a t th e  en e m y  
h a d  b u il t  to d e fe n d  Z eeb rugge  an d  
re v e a le d  th a t  so m e  y o u n g  s tre tc h e r

bearers, n o t p e rm itte d  to ca rry  guns, w ere  
a rm ed  w ith  cutlasses.

W inding u p  h is  m o s t in te re s tin g  talk, the  
sp eak er rep o r ted  th a t so m a n y  b ravery  
aw ards w ere  to be m ade  in  the  a fte rm a th  
o f th e  Raid th a t th e  d is tribu tion  o f V ictoria 
C rosses w as decided  am ong  th e  R aiders b y  
ballot.

S o c ie ty  M em ber R ece iv es  Top R otary  H o n o u r
P e te r  Sherred

The Rotary Club of D over 
h as  reco g n ised  th e  

exceptional and  ou tstand ing  
serv ice  co n tr ib u tio n  to th e  
tow n o f D over by  a m em b er of 
the D over Society. A n activist 
and  cam paigner, Jo h n  M organ 
o f B arton  Road, Dover, 
received a top Rotary aw ard 
w h e n  m ad e  a Paul H arris  
Fellow b y  the club. O ther th an  
Life M em bership  th e  aw ard is 
the h ighest h o n o u r a Rotary club can bestow  
on an  individual and  it takes its n am e from 
the recognised founder o f the in te rna tiona l 
m ovem ent, Paul P. Harris, a Chicago law yer 
w ho form ed w ith  o thers th e  first Rotary 
Club in  Chicago on  23 F ebruary  1905 so 
p ro fessio n a ls  w ith  d iverse  back g ro u n d s 
could exchange ideas, form  m eaningful, 
lifelong friendships, and  give back  to th e ir 
com m unities. T he award, given sparingly, 
recognises an  outstand ing  eth ic  o f 'Service 
above Self' by  an  individual.

Jo h n  M organ, 71, is a b o rn  an d  b red  
D ovorian the son of Jo h n  and  Lily M organ. 
H is father w as D epu ty  H ead teacher at St 
M artin 's P rim ary  School and  his m o th e r a 
housew ife. Following b irth  in  D ecem ber 
1946 in  th e  fo rm er Royal Victoria H ospital 
Jo h n  subsequen tly  a tten d ed  Shatterlocks,

B arton  an d  C astlem o u n t 
schools in  the tow n leaving 
secondary  education  in  Ju ly  
1963. H e jo in e d  th e  local 
solicitor firm  o f Lewis and  
P ain  in  O ctober 1963 and  
qualified as a Legal Executive 
in  1971. H e w as to rem ain  
w ith  the  firm , in  its m an y  
nam e  incarnations, for som e 
forty-eight y ea rs  re tirin g  in  
D ecem b er 2011 hav ing

becom e one of th e  m ost respected  m em bers 
o f th e  local legal p ro fession . W ith a 
s ign ifican t focus on  co n v ey an c in g  h is 
know ledge an d  ex p e rien ce  w ere  o ften  
sought b y  o ther m em b ers o f th e  profession. 
In  h is last years at w ork  the firm 's nam e 
becam e se ttled  as Bradleys and  he  operated  
from  th e ir  offices in  Castle Street.

N ot only  had  he  b e e n  em ployed  b y  th e  sam e 
firm  for ju s t shie o f 50 years  b u t Jo h n  has 
b e e n  ac tive ly  engaged  in  to w n  and  
com m un ity  life for decades. He is a form er 
school governor having served for a period  
o f tw elve years and  as a m em b er o f The 
D over Society he has served as a com m ittee  
m em b er and  b een  active w ith  the team  
rec la im in g  an d  m a in ta in in g  C ow gate 
C em etery . H e has also b een  engaged in  the 
delivery  of the N ew sle tter to local m em bers

John Morgan, collecting rubbish
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o f th e  Society  an d  ass iduously  a tten d s  
m eetings o f the Society. H e has b een  a very  
active an ti-litter cam paigner w ho is often  to 
be  seen  in  w orking parties in  d ifferent 
locations in  th e  tow n at various tim es o f the 
y ea r he lp ing  to keep  our local en v ironm en t 
clear o f the rubbish  discarded b y  thoughtless 
o r uncaring  people. Q uite vo lun tarily  each 
y ea r he  litte r picks in  th ree  local cem eteries 
to keep  th em  free o f litte r and  he  has 
frequen tly  jo in ed  w ith  m em bers o f bo th  the 
local Rotary clubs on  th e ir  targeted  litter 
picks in  such  p laces as St M ary's P rim ary  
School p layground and  H arold Street, at 
G reen Lane on  th e  B uckland Estate, and  
S hatterlocks P rim ary  School as w ell as 
regu larly  and  quite in d ep en d en tly  clearing 
litte r from  Old C harlton  Road. H e has b een  
involved w ith  th e  River D our A ssociation 
and, subsequently , w ith  th e  W hite Cliffs 
C ountryside project he lp ing  to ensu re  the 
River Dour, w hich  flows th rough  th e  town, is 
c leared  o f rubbish  deposited  in  it.

B eing a life long  m e m b e r o f th e  local 
C onservative A ssociation Jo h n  has had  an  
abiding in te rest in  local politics and  has 
b een  a regu lar p a rty  candidate in  elections 
for o u r local au thorities m ostly  standing in  
seats d eem ed  unw innab le  b u t w here  he 
n o ne the less  flies the  p arty  flag. O ne day 
m aybe the p lan  w ill back-fire and  he  will 
find h im se lf e lec ted  w hich  could, o f course, 
necessita te  a speedy  by-election! H e devotes 
som e o f such spare tim e as he has am ong 
h is o th er activities and  in terests  a ttend ing  
B arton Road P rim ary  School w h e re  he 
assists young  pupils w ith  th e ir  reading.

For these  and  his m an y  o th er activities 
u n d ertak en  quite vo lun tarily  and  w ithou t 
recognition  or rew ard  P residen t Dave Sm ith 
o f the Rotary Club of D over told Jo h n  his 
n o m in a tio n  for th is  specia l aw ard  w as 
agreed  u n an im o u sly  b y  th e  app rop ria te  
m e m b e rs  o f  th e  club. T he  aw ard  w as 
p resen ted  at a regular m eeting  of the club at

w hich  Jo h n  had  b een  inv ited  as a guest b u t 
w ith o u t know ledge o f th e  p roposed  
p resen ta tion  and  he  w as clearly  taken  b y  
su rp rise  a t h is  reco g n itio n  for, qu ite  
unusually , Jo h n  w as m o m en tarily  rendered  
speech less b u t soon recovered  to express his 
g ratitude to th e  club for the ho n o u r g iven to 
h im  b y  th e  Rotarians.

John , a lifelong b ache lo r and  long-tim e 
res iden t o f Barton Road, enjoys music, hill 
w alk ing  an d  sp o rt in  p a rticu la r tenn is, 
cricket and  squash. H e w as involved w ith  
th e  River originals Tennis Club and  has b een  
cha irm an  o f River Tennis Club for m an y  
years. H e is also a p layer o f ten n is  w ith  
B arham  T ennis Club. Jo h n  does n o t drive 
b u t is o ften  to be  seen  b icycling th roughout 
th e  local area.

Also p re sen t at the m eeting  w here  the 
aw ard w as p resen ted  w ere two o f h is fo rm er 
professional w ork  colleagues Reg Hoare, 
an o th e r long-term  associate w ith  Bradleys, 
and  m yself. H aving know n Jo h n  for decades 
w ith  h is affable n a tu re  and  know ing of his 
service co m m itm en t to the tow n his aw ard 
w as m ore th a n  w ell deserved. All th ree  m ee t 
once a m o n th  for lu n ch  w ith in  the tow n or 
elsew here to m ain ta in  friendsh ip  and  to pu t 
th e  w orld  to rights. T hese  regular 'Last o f the 
S um m er W ine' lunches w ere u sed  as the 
ruse  b y  w hich  Jo h n  w as encouraged, by  his 
two fo rm er colleagues, to a tten d  th e  Rotary 
Club lu n ch  at w hich  h is p resen ta tion  w as 
m ade.

Peter Sherred, John Morgan PHF & Reg Hoare
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R efu rb ishm en t C o m m ittee
-----------------------------  Jenny Olpin -----------------------------

Du rin g  th e  p a s t th re e  m o n th s  th e  
R efu rb ishm en t C om m ittee  have m e t 

to d iscuss and  debate  several issues th a t 
re la te  to th e  ap pearance  and  w ell-being of 
th e  p a r ish e s  an d  w ard s o f  D over. To 
u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t w e do ou r regu lar agenda 
head ings for ou r m o n th ly  m ee tin g s are; 
Im p ro v em en ts  in  quality  and  appearance, 
inc lud ing  ru n  dow n p ro p e rtie s  and  em p ty  
shops
C onservation  areas and  listed  bu ild ings 
C lean liness inc lud ing  li tte r  contro l 
H ighw ays and  pathw ays 
Anti-Social B ehaviour

T h e  m e e tin g s  o ften  inv o k e  live ly  
d iscussions and  on  occasions w e have 
visitors such  as DDC L itter E n fo rcem en t so 
as to h e lp  u s  u n d e rs tan d  s tra tegy  and 
operation .

O ur re c e n t focus has b e e n  on  tou rism  and 
w h a t im p ress io n  visitors have o f D over on  
arrival and  d epartu re . We recognise  th a t 
o u r overw helm ing  s tren g th  is o u r h is to ry  
a n d  w e are  ju s t  b e g in n in g  to w ork  
a lo n g sid e  DDC in  d ev e lo p in g  a loca l 
to u r ism  p lan . T h is  is e a r ly  days b u t 
hopefu lly  an  exciting d ev e lo p m en t th a t 
w ill coincide w ith  th e  open ing  o f St Jam es ' 
and  W estern  D ocks im provem en ts. W ith 
tou rism  in  m in d  th e  Banksy (on  old H arts 
F u rn itu re  Store) is concern ing . We have 
d iscussed  th is w ith  DDC w ho are equally  
w ork ing  to try  and  re ta in  th is  in te re stin g  
a n d  su rp r is in g  a d d itio n  to D over's  
attractions.

W ith re c e n t h eav y  rain, and  the  resu lting  
deluge, d ra in s  h av e  b e e n  a to p ic  o f 
c o n v e rsa tio n . H av in g  'goog led ' K ent

C o u n ty  C ounc il d ra inage ,
w w w .k en t.g o v .u k , I d isco v e red  v e ry  
h e lp fu l in fo rm ation  and  con tac t details, 
in c lud ing  te lep h o n e  num bers, to rep o rt or 
ask  questions regard ing  a p rob lem  drain. 
E xperience has b een  th a t th is  site is very  
responsive.

As w ith  m ost o f ou r m em b ers  we have 
b e e n  co n ce rn ed  as to th e  reaso n s for the  
u n s ig h tly  li t te r  th a t re c e n tly  s tre tch e d  
along b o th  th e  A2 and  A20 roads. T here  are 
councillors, b o th  C oun ty  and  D istrict, w ho 
are tasked  w ith  lead ing  on th is  m a tte r  and 
w e have actively  in qu iring  as to w h a t 
ac tions w ere  be ing  tak en  to c lea r th is 
eyesore. As you  are read ing  th is  rep o rt it  is 
h o p ed  th a t th ese  verges are now  clear.

A ir po llu tion  caused  by  traffic has also 
b e e n  a re c e n t topic and  it w as in te restin g  
to le a rn  v ia  th e  w eb  site  
w w w .kentair.o rg .uk  th a t th e  a ir qua lity  
reco rd ing  m o n ito r th a t is positioned  on  the  
Townw all S tree t side o f th e  Leisure C entre  
is reco rd ing  level 2 ou t o f a range o f 1 (low) 
to 10. T his site is w ell w o rth  a visit.

R efu rb ishm en t m em b ers  con tinue  to m ee t 
b i-annua lly  w ith  K ent Police and  do le t us 
k now  if  th e re  is any  anti-social beh av io u r 
issue th a t you  m a y  w ish  us to raise.

I f  y o u  are  in te re s te d  in  jo in in g  o u r 
co m m itte e  th e n  p lea se  co n ta c t e ith e r  
m y s e lf  Tel: 01304 825011 em ail:
jennyo lp in@ gm ail.com  Je re m y  Cope Tel: 
01304 211348 em ail:
je rem ycope@ w illersley .p lus.com  w e w ill 
be  o n ly  too p le a se d  to a n sw e r a n y  
questions.

http://www.kent.gov.uk
http://www.kentair.org.uk
mailto:jennyolpin@gmail.com
mailto:jeremycope@willersley.plus.com
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SO CIETY OUTING

Amberley Museum Heritage Centre
20th May 2018 — Derek D onnelly

A  chilly m orn ing  at the  start o f the trip, 
and  a rem in d er th a t w in te r still lu rks in  

th e  back  ground, b u t th e  forecast w as good 
for the  day and  so it tu rn ed  out. O ur coach 
duly  arrived w ith  Ian  our driver, bang  on 
tim e and  w ith  no delays at th e  pick-ups we 
set off for the D uchy of Sussex and  our 
destination . A  short stop at C lackett Lane 
services and  th e n  off again. As w e en te red  
Sussex, Patrick took th e  m ike and, as he w as 
b o rn  and  lived and  w orked in  th e  area by  
th e  m useum , began to tell u s  som e histo ry  
and  very  in teresting  in fo rm ation  about the 
South D ow ns in  the tim e he  w as there. He 
p o in te d  o u t v arious p laces o f in te res t, 
includ ing  his g ran 's cottage, and  told us 
about a few  th ings he  did as a boy, although 
w e th in k  he  d idn 't tell u s  everything. He 
kep t u s  en te rta in ed  un til w e found w e had  
arrived at the m u seu m  w here  ou r “greeter" 
R ichard  w as w aiting  for u s  to take us 
th rough  to the cafe w here  w e w ere given a 
co ffee /tea  and  a slice o f hom em ade  cake.

A fter w e had  refreshed  ourselves w e w en t to 
a lecture  room  w here  R ichard gave a ta lk  on 
th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  m u se u m  an d  th e  
industria l site, w hich  w as a chalk  q u a rry  and  
produced  lim e th a t w as u sed  all over the 
country . Com ing from  a tow n w ith  its ow n 
h is to ry  of lim ekilns I w as su rp rised  to learn  
th a t th e re  are d ifferen t grades o f chalk  for 
lim e burn ing . You have th e  w hite  chalk  
tha t's  u sed  to m ake a lim e th a t w as u sed  in  
in d u s try , in c lu d in g  farm ing , an d  g reen  
chalk  th a t had  a percen tage  of clay soil in  
th e  chalk. T his w as b u rn t as it w as and  it 
p roduces a coarser lim e th a t w as u sed  in  
m o rta r and  it gave added strength  to the 
mix. As the site is nex t door to th e  A m berley  
m ain line  railw ay station, from  Victoria, the 
th e n  o w n er (M r P epper) soon  b u ilt a 
standard  size b ranch  line to connec t to it and 
send  loaded rail w agons across th e  coun try  
as w ell as using  road transport. T he business 
ev en tu a lly  closed a fter one o f th e  two 
brothers, w ho had  tak en  over after M r 
P ep p e r died, also d ied. H e w as an  
accoun tan t and  ra n  th e  business very  well 
b u t h is surviving b ro th e r w as ev iden tly  a bit 
o f a “Jack  th e  lad" and  sp en t m ore th a n  the 
firm  w as m aking  and  it even tua lly  failed. 
T he site w as even tua lly  p u t up  for auction  
and  a group o f vo lun teers w ho w ere hoping 
to p reserve the site for fu ture  generations 
persuaded  th e  local council to bid for it. The 
council set a lim it at £75,000 b u t w ere 
successful w ith  a b id  o f £38,000 and  so the 
H eritage C entre w as born . It has taken  years 
o f hard  w ork  by  the vo lun teers etc., w h ich  is 
ongoing, b u t it now  houses a com prehensive 
display o f local and  national industry , som e
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of w h ich  are ru n  as cottage industries. The 
m u seu m  hosts over 50 even ts every  y ear 
and  w e w ere lucky  to have a H om e Front 
and  m ilitary  vehicles display taking place on 
our visit. G etting a round  is fairly easy  as ,on 
m ost days, you  have vintage Southdow n 
b uses ru n n in g  from  one end  to the o th er as 
w ell as a narrow  gauge railway. M ost places 
are accessible for anyone w ith  m obility  
issues and  you  can borrow  w heelchairs if  
you  le t th em  know  in  advance. T here  are a 
few  paths th a t can  be  aw kw ard to use, gravel 
covered, b u t all the m ain  tracks have a 
sm ooth  service and  all th e  displays have 
ram ps at the access. If you  have a m obility  
scooter you  w ill find  it w ill b e  fine to use.

T he displays are v ery  w ell laid out, and 
m ostly  concern  local in d u s try  b u t there  w as 
a GPO T eleco m m u n ica tio n s m u seu m , 
m ain ly  about th e  te lephone lines etc., and 
there  on  the w all b y  th e  subm erged  cable 
displays w as a ta tte red  ensign from  the 
D over based  cable ship the A riel from  1969 
w ith  th e  following description.

MERRY CHRISTMAS -1969 
A riel sailed from  h e r  base at D over about 10 
days before C hristm as to rep a ir faults to 2 
cables connecting  N orw ay w ith  the UK. 
D uring  passage th rough  the  N orth  Sea she 
en co u n te red  Force 11 w inds and  had  to 
heave to for 4 days. At th e  start o f th e  voyage 
the ensign w as new. You can  see th e  w ear 
and  te a r th a t took place in  those 4 days. 
Strangely, a N orw egian w ea th e r ship ju s t 40 
m iles aw ay w as recording on ly  Force 4! 
C hristm as and  N ew  Year celebrations w ere 
som ew hat ham p ered  by  hav ing  to find and

re p a ir  th e  tw o cables, th e n  going to 
Stavanger on  C hristm as D ay to p ick  up  fresh 
w ater (for th e  engines n o t the crew) and  
finally  re tu rn in g  to Dover, arriving on  N ew  
Year's Day.

O verall th e  visit w as very  good, excellent 
w ea th e r as it tu rn ed  out, and  in teresting . We 
left th e  m u seu m  about 3.45pm  to take a tou r 
th rough  n ea rb y  villages and  A rundel and  
once  again  P atrick  gave u s  m ore  
in fo rm ation  and  tales o f h is life including 
the deforestation  of the  dow ns b y  a certa in  
D uke w ho ow ed taxes and  so decided to sell 
all h is trees  to pay  them , thankfu lly  th ey  
w ere gradually  rep laced  and  the trees are 
thriving. H e gave us a po tted  h is to ry  of 
A rundel Castle, w hich  although it looks 
m edieval w as actually  rebu ilt from  the ru in s 
o f the  original N orm an  castle in  the 1800s. 
A rundel's cathedral looked beau tifu l as we 
passed  b y  it b u t w h en  w e view ed it from  the 
top o f the  dow ns on th e  opposite side of 
A rundel bo th  it and  the castle w ere really  
outstanding. Well even tua lly  it w as tim e to 
h ead  for hom e and  w ith  Patrick giving us 
local tales and  in form ation  till w e cam e to 
the Sussex border. A fter a short stop at 
C lackett Lane w e set off again straight back  
to D over arriv ing ju s t before 7pm.

All it leaves m e do is to th an k  R ichard from  
the m u seu m  for th e  ta lk  on arrival, Ian  for 
h is  p a tien ce  an d  exce llen t d riv ing  and  
Patrick and  Pat for again organizing ano ther 
lovely day out. O nce again Patrick th an k  
you  for yo u r very  in teresting  talks on the 
coach, and  th an k s to all for the w onderfu l 
com pany  on the trip.
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T ersonsD over I Ter sons D over

|ERSONS | the voice o f  
experience

Selling, Letting, Managing 
and Surveying properties 

in the Dover District
A  p a rt o f D over’s society since 1821.

M i l
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PRICE LESS FURNITURE
Mo r e  Ch o ic e  Le s s  Pr i c e ! 

St o c k i s t s  o f  So f a s , Ch a ir s , 
Be d s , Ma t t r e s s e s  

Lo u n g e , Din in g  a n d  

Oc c a s i o n a l  Fu r n i t u r e

+ Mu c h  Mo r e

■ G t L£SS FURNVV^

72-74 Big g in  Street  
Dover  

CT161BB 
01304 203055 

www.pricelessfurnitureuk.co.uk

http://www.pricelessfurnitureuk.co.uk
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Dover Society Blue Plaque
Dr Gertrude Tbland (1901-1985)

Terry S u tton

D over h as  paid  tr ib u te  to a local 
su rgeon  w ho saved scores o f 

lives as th e y  a rrived  at th e  p o rt 
from  th e  w a rtim e  D u n k irk  
b e a c h e s  78 y e a rs  ago. T he 
surgeon , D r G ertru d e  Toland 
(1901-1985), n e v e r  re ce iv ed  
a n y  official reco g n itio n  a t the 
tim e  or a fte r th e  war.

O n F rid ay  13 th  A pril 2018 
m em b ers  o f  h e r  fam ily  w ere  at a 
c e re m o n y  w h e n  T h e  D over S ocie ty  
u n v e ile d  a b lu e  p laq u e , w h e re  she  
p rac tised  as a GP, h o n o u rin g  D r Toland's 
n in e  days u n s tin tin g  w ork  in  a D over 
h osp ita l tre a tin g  m ore  th a n  350 w o u n d ed  
so ld ie rs  a n d  sa ilo rs . M an y  h ad  lim b s 
am p u ta ted .

A  D over Society  sp o k esm an  said: “D over 
peop le  w ere  su rp rised  th a t th e re  w as no 
official reco g n itio n  b y  th e  n a tio n  to m a rk  
D r Toland's tire less  w ork . We are try ing, in  
a sm all w ay, to m ake  u p  for th a t w ith  a 
p laq u e  at C lyde H ouse (Five Ways, M aison 
D ieu Road) w h e re  she p rac tised  before  
re tirem en t."

W elcom ing guests at th e  c e rem o n y  
socie ty  ch a irm an  D erek  Leach 

re c a lle d  one  o ccas io n  w h e n  
G ertrude  trave lled  in  th e  cab of 
a steam  tra in  to d e liver tw ins 
a t a fo reshore p ro p e r ty  n e a r  
S h ak esp ea re  H a lt b e tw e e n  
D over an d  Folkestone.

D r Toland, a f te r  th e  war, 
re c a lle d  le a d in g  a te a m  o f 

su rg e o n s  a t B u ck lan d  H o sp ita l 
w h ere  th e y  w orked  on  tw o opera ting  

tables, side by  side, on  th e  w ounded , m a n y  
o f w h o m  arrived  still w earin g  th e ir  d ir ty  
field dressings. She w ro te: “M any  h ad  to be 
left te m p o ra rily  on  s tre tch e rs  in  corridors. 
T hose  w ho  died  w ere  laid  o u t in  sacks, 
to g e th e r w ith  those  b ro u g h t in  dead, and  
ta k e n  to  th e  h o sp ita l c h ap e l to aw ait 
burial."  O f th e  m ore  th a n  350 w o u n d ed  
o p e ra ted  on  in  th e  n in e  days, som e 300 
survived.

T he Society 's w ou ld  like to express th e ir  
g ra titu d e  to  J o h n  H ill, o f  J o h n  H ill 
B uilding Services, w ho  in s ta lled  th e  p laque 
w ith o u t cost.

A m ong  th e  large c o n tin g en t o f h e r  fam ily  
a t th e  c e re m o n y  w as G e rtru d e 's  so n  
G ordon  w ho  sa id  h is  m o th e r  w as an  
u n u su a l person , one o f th e  first w o m en  to 
b reak  th ro u g h  th e  “glass ceiling" in to  h e r  
b ran ch  o f th e  m ed ica l profession .

H e to ld  th a t  o n e  o f  h is  m o th e r 's  
possessions w as a b u lle t she  ex trac ted  
from  a G erm an  p ilo t's  bottom ! H is father, 
also a doctor, w as in  th e  Forces d u ring  th e  
w ar from  1939 u n til he  re tu rn e d  to th e  
jo in t p rac tise  in  1945. Inauguration o f  D r Gertrude Toland Plaque
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All at Sea -  the Life of George Sutcliffe
Part II - In Coastal Waters

------------------------------------------------------  Peter W  Sherred -------------------------------------------------

The A riel w as a GPO cable 
sh ip  b ased  in  D over w hich  

w orked  on  te le p h o n e  cables 
a ro u n d  th e  UK up  to th e  edge 
o f th e  co n tin en ta l shelf. She 
sp e n t a to tal o f six m o n th s  of 
th e  y e a r  tied  up  in  D over in  
th e  E aste rn  D ocks n e a r  th e  
su b m arin e  p e n s  an d  w as n ev e r 
aw ay  for m ore  th a n  fou r w eeks 
a t a tim e . M uch  w o rk  w as 
u n d e rta k e n  a ro u n d  th e  coast 
o f  S co tlan d  a n d  in  th e  
S he tlands an d  O rkneys. In  th e  tw o y ea rs  
G eorge w as on  th e  A riel one  o f th e  th ings 
he  found  m o st in te re s tin g  w as lay ing  a 
n ew  cable an d  lan d in g  th e  shore end . H e 
re m e m b e rs  w ell one such  job  w h e n  A riel 
w as engaged  in  ren ew in g  th e  te lep h o n e  
lin k  for th e  m o n k s on  C aldy Is land  n e a r  
T enby in  South  Wales. A fter tw o years , in  
1965, he  decided  to try  th e  c ro ss-channel 
fe rrie s  w h ich , o f  course, h e  h ad  seen  
o pera tin g  a t close h a n d  in  th e  port.

G eorge jo in e d  B ritish Railways, S o u th e rn  
R egion F erries in  1965. T he first sh ip  he 
w as se n t to w as th e  M aid o f K ent w h e re  he 
w as to ld  h e  w as jo in in g  as 'M akee L earn  
2nd  Officer'. T h is  w as n e w  to h im  as w h en  
d eep  sea  h e  w as accu sto m ed  to b e in g

ap p o in ted  to a sh ip  in  a ran k  
an d  expec ted  to get on  w ith  it. 
H e soon  rea lised  th e  fe rries 
h ad  se t ro u tines, w h ich  had  
b e e n  e s ta b lish e d  o v er th e  
years, th a t h ad  to be  le a rn e d  if  
th e  job  w as to go sm ooth ly . H e 
w as m o s t fo r tu n a te  in  n o t 
b e in g  la id  off a t th e  en d  o f the 
s u m m e r  se a so n  a n d  w as 
o ffe red  a co n tra c t w ith in  a 
y e a r  o r two. S ubsequen tly , he 
su ffered  an  acc id en t o n  the 

N o rm an ia  d u ring  d ischarge in  D over w h en  
th e  ram p  th a t led  u p  to th e  u p p e r  ca r deck  
w as low ered  an d  a su p p o rtin g  leg cam e 
dow n on  h is toe! T he cap ta in  see ing  h is 
b lo o d sta in ed  sock  im m ed ia te ly  said  he  w as 
going to call an  am bu lance . G eorge w as 
ta k e n  to casualty , w h ich  a t th a t tim e  w as in  
th e  R oyal V ic to ria  H o sp ita l in  D over, 
w h e re  a doc to r p a tch e d  h im  up . H e w as off 
for a w eek  or tw o befo re  the  ra ilw ay  doctor 
p assed  h im  fit for w ork  w ith  th e  proviso  he  
w ore sanda ls  as th e  d ressing  on  h is  toe 
w ou ld  n o t fit in  a shoe.

T he  overrid ing  sen sa tio n  o f  h is tim e  as 
2nd  O fficer on  th e  fe rrie s  w as one o f a 
feeling  o f freedom . O nce c lea r o f th e  p o rt 
th e  M aster te n d e d  to d isap p ea r an d  con tro l 

w as his. T h is co n tra s ted  w ith  deep  
sea  w h e re , o n ce  in  re s tr ic te d  
w a te rs , th e re  w as c o n s ta n t 
su p e rv is io n  o r e v e n  a p ilo t on  
board . F riends w ho w ere  still deep  
sea  u sed  to say  to G eorge “d o n 't you  
find  it b o rin g  going b ack  an d  forth  
across th e  ditch"? H is rep ly  was, “it 
is a lo t less b o rin g  th a n  a fou r-hour 
w atch  in  m id  ocean". D ue to h is 
fo r tu n a te  tim in g  in  jo in in g  th eA rie l

Captain George Sutcliffe
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c o m p an y , h e  q u ic k ly  fo u n d  h im s e lf  
p ro m o ted  to 1st O fficer w h e n  he  w as able 
to develop  h is  ab ilities as a sh ip  h an d le r  
w h ich  h e  en joyed , w h a te v e r  th e  w eather. 
T he co m p an y  po licy  w as for M asters to 
encou rage  th e ir  1st O fficers to develop  
th e i r  e x p e rtise  in  w e a th e r  c o n d itio n s  
ap p ro p ria te  to th e ir  level o f experience . 
W hen  he  h im se lf  w as M aste r he  m ade  it a 
p ra c tic e  to  do all th e  b e r th in g  a n d  
u n b e r th in g  th e  f irs t-ro u n d  tr ip  and , 
desp ite  th e  fact he  loved doing it h im self, 
le ttin g  th e  1st O fficer do th e  second  ro u n d  
trip . T h is p rac tice  m ad e  th e  tran s itio n  
from  1st O fficer to  M as te r fa r le ss  
trau m a tic  th a n  it m ig h t have  o therw ise  
been .

G eorge's fondest m em o rie s  as 1st O fficer 
re la te  to h is  tim e  on  th e  M aid o f O rleans. 
T h e  M as te r w as a m a n  w ho  d id  n o t 
p a rticu la rly  en jo y  sh ip  h an d lin g  an d  in  
co n seq u en ce  le t h im  do th e  lot, regard less 
o f th e  w eather. G eorge recalls  th e  M aster 
did have  som e lovely  say ings or advice. 
W hen  G eorge asked  h im  how  to m ake  no 
14 b e r th  in  B oulogne in  a sou th  w este rly  
gale th e  rep ly  w as “drive h e r  in, h it h e r  
h a rd  an d  tie  h e r  u p  w h ile  she is still 
stunned"! Ship h an d lin g  req u ired  a good 
re la tio n sh ip  w ith  th e  en g in ee rs  b e in g  able 
to re ly  on  th e m  to p u t th e  s team  in  to pu ll 
th e  sh ip  u p  sh a rp ish  w h e n  n eed ed . G eorge 
says “We v e ry  m u ch  d ep en d ed  on  one 
another". For G eorge th e  M aid o f  O rleans 
w as a b e a u tifu l sh ip  to  h a n d le  a n d  
co n tra s ted  w ith  th e  St P atrick  w h ich  ra th e r

M a id  o f Orleans

liv ed  u p  to h e r  n ic k n a m e  am o n g  th e  
M asters o f T he Black Pig as she  te n d e d  to 
have  a m in d  o f h e r  own!

O ften  re liev ing  M asters for th e ir  an n u a l 
leave  m e a n t G eorge so m e tim e s  fo u n d  
h im se lf  sp en d in g  a fo rtn igh t on  a steam  
sh ip  w ith  b o w  ru d d e r  a n d  te le g ra p h  
c o n tro l o f  th e  e n g in e s  fo llow ed  b y  a 
fo r tn ig h t on  a m o to r  sh ip  w ith  b ow  
th ru s te rs  an d  b ridge co m b in a to r con tro l o f 
variab le  p itch  p rope lle rs. Q uite  d iffe ren t 
te c h n iq u e s  b u t v a rie ty  w as th e  spice of 
life. D uring  h is tim e  w ith  B ritish Railways 
George also se rved  on  th e  D over and  in  th e  
au tu m n  o f 1973 h ad  ju s t  b e e n  d ropped  
b ack  to 1st O fficer on  th e  A n d erid a  for th e  
w in te r  season  w h e n  a re q u e s t cam e from  
N ew haven  for a M aster w ith  experien ce  to 
go dow n th e re  to give som e re lie f  to th e  
M as te rs  o f  th e  n e w ly  a r r iv e d  Sen lac. 
George vo lu n tee red . It w as a n o th e r  very  
in te re s tin g  ex perience  for h im . U n til he 
h ad  su ffic ien t nav iga tions in  N ew h av en  to 
ob ta in  h is p ilo tage exem ption  he  h ad  a 1st 
O fficer w ith  h im  w ho h ad  ob ta ined  h is 
p ilo t's  licence. N ew haven  w as s te ep ed  in  
trad itio n a l w ays to a far g rea te r degree 
th a n  D over w h ich  h ad  b e n e fitte d  from  a 
large in flux  o f officers from  d eep  sea. 
W hile on  th e  N ew haven  to D ieppe ru n  he 
in tro d u c e d  a re v o lu tio n a ry  m a n o e u v re  
w ith  Senlac for exiting  D ieppe w h ich  saved 
th e  aw kw ard  w ork  o f rigging sw inging 
w ires  and  saved  tim e  an d  fuel. W hen  
leav ing  D ieppe he  eased  th e  fe rry  ou t o f 
th e  b e r th  sidew ays, u sin g  bow  th ru s t and

Vortigern
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propellers, th e n  sw ung h e r  th ro u g h  
90 deg rees to exit th e  port.

O n arriva l b ack  from  N ew haven  in  
1975 G eorge w as fo rtu n a te  again  to 
be  re liev ing  th e  reg u la r M aster o f  th e  
M aid o f O rleans w h en  she  did h e r  
las t trip . H av ing  sailed  from  D over in  
a tro c io u s  c o n d itio n s  th e  'M aid ' 
a rrived  b ack  w ith  th e  w in d  a t gale 
force an d  th e  seas off th e  w e s te rn  en tran ce  
far too rough  to sw ing ou tside an d  e n te r  
there . So, en te r in g  th e  e a s te rn  en tran ce  
George sw ung th e  'M aid' ju s t in side  th e  
h a rb o u r  a n d  p ro c e e d e d  to c ro ss  th e  
h a rb o u r s te rn  first a ro u n d  th e  P rince o f 
W ales P ie r in to  no1 b e r th  A dm ira lty  Pier. 
F ive re t ire d  M as te rs  a n d  th e  M arin e  
S u p e rin te n d e n t w ho w ere  on  th e  bridge 
w ith  G eorge fo r th e  la s t tr ip  w ere  
im p re s s e d  w ith  th e  'M aid 's ' h a n d lin g  
capabilities. A  few  days la te r  G eorge took 
th e  'M aid' to N ew haven  from  w h e re  she 
w as tak en  to Spain  for b reak ing . It w as 
abou t th is  perio d  he  w as re liev ing  a M aster 
on  th e  V ortigern. As th e  fe rry  app ro ach ed  
Boulogne, C ap ta in  Jo h n  A rth u r  w as on  th e  
bridge. It h ad  alw ays b e e n  G eorge's po licy  
to ca rry  on  giving o rders u n til th e  M aster 
said  he  h ad  th e  con tro l and  he  co n tin u ed  
to do so on  th is  occasion. W hen  he  had  
g iv en  's ta n d  b y ' a n d  d ire c te d  th e  
q u a rte rm a s te r  to b ring  th e  fe rry  ro u n d  for 
e n try  C aptain  A rth u r  said to G eorge “do 
yo u  w an t to take h e r  in"? “C erta in ly  sir" 
G eorge re p lie d , ad d in g  th a t  h e  h a d  
h a n d led  th e  sh ip  before  w ith  th e  B crew  
M aster an d  h ad  tak en  h e r  in  and  o u t o f 
B oulogne on  m a n y  occasions. G eorge w as 
responsib le  for th e  re s t o f th e  h and ling  
th a t day  an d  th e  n ex t m o rn in g  C aptain  
A rth u r  a n n o u n ced  he  h ad  a rran g ed  w ith  
th e  s ta ff office for G eorge to re m a in  w ith  
h im  for fo rm al tra in in g  as M aster and  he  
re m a in e d  as D crew  M aster. W hen  C aptain  
A rth u r  p assed  G eorge ou t he  p u t in  h is 
le t te r  to th e  M arin e  S u p e r in te n d e n t

St A nselm

“C ap ta in  Su tc liffe  h a s  b e e n  fo r tu n a te  
en ough  to have  ex p erien ced  gale force 
w in d s d u ring  h is  training". It w as possib ly  
becau se  o f th is  tim e  w ith  h im  th a t C aptain  
A rth u r  asked  for G eorge to jo in  th e  St 
A nselm  as one o f h is  te am  o f M asters 
w h e n  she cam e in  1980.

Jo in in g  as E crew  M aster b y  th e  tim e  he  
re tire d  10 y ea rs  la te r  he  h ad  sp e n t a y e a r 
as th e  S en io r M aster. H e re c a lls  one  
m em o rab le  occasion  w hen , hav ing  arrived  
in  D over one evening , a d ispu te  o f som e 
so rt a t th e  E aste rn  D ocks m e a n t o n ly  cars 
an d  foot p assen g ers  w ere  allow ed off b u t 
fre igh t v eh ic les w ere  k ep t on  board . H e 
w as to ld  to a n ch o r in  the  h a rb o u r u n til th e  
m a t te r  w as re so lv ed  b u t h e  asked  
p e rm iss io n  to take th e  sh ip  to Folkestone 
for d ischarge o f th e  freight. T he  d u ty  
m an ag e r said  th a t it w as a good id ea  b u t 
th e  sh ip  h ad  n e v e r  b e e n  to Folkestone 
h o w ever he  saw  th e  logic and  agreed. T he 
fe r ry  w as able to b e r th  in  F o lkestone 
a lthough  it h ad  to be h e ld  at a slight angle 
to th e  ram p  as she w as w id e r th a n  the  
sh ips it h ad  b e e n  b u ilt to take. G eorge w as 
able to d ischarge th e  v e ry  g ra tefu l drivers.

T h ro u g h o u t th e  te n  y ea rs  h e  w as on  th e  St 
A nselm  he  did n o t serve on  a n y  o th e r 
vessel ap a rt from  th e  St D avid w h ich  w as 
ope ra tio n a l for a few  m o n th s  1982/1983 
w hile  St A nse lm  w as aw ay  hav ing  h e r  
accom m odation  ex ten d ed  aft. H e took  the  
St D avid on  h e r  first tr ip  to Calais. In  about 
D ecem b er 1989 d u ring  an  even ing  shift
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G eorge in fo rm ed  th e  s ta ff office o f  h is 
in te n tio n  to re tire  on  h is 60th b ir th d a y  
th e  follow ing A ugust, 1990. W hen he 
to ld  M ary  on  arriva l ho m e th e  nex t 
m o rn in g  h e r  reac tio n  w as “W hat have 
y o u  done? W hat have yo u  bent"? H e still 
en joyed  sh ip  h an d lin g  and  w ork ing  w ith  
p eop le  b u t odd n iggles w ere  beg in n in g  
to se t in, n o t le a s t am ong  th e m  th e  job, 
in  h is  opinion, be ing  in c reasin g ly  ru n  by  
a c c o u n ta n ts . O nce ag a in  good fo r tu n e  
shone  u p o n  h im  as, by  re tir in g  early , M ary  
an d  G eorge h ad  s ix teen  good re tire m e n t 
y ea rs  to g e th e r befo re she d ied  be in g  tak en  
from  h im  b y  can ce r in  2006. Sadly, an d  far 
too young , G eorge's d au g h te r M elan ie  d ied  
in  2016.

D uring  h is tim e  a t sea, and  since, th e re  
w ere  and  have  b e e n  e n o rm o u s changes. 
G one are th e  le isu re ly  tim es  in  port, w hile  
on  th e  deep-sea  rou tes, d ischarg ing  and  
loading; co n ta in e r sh ips n ow  b e in g  in  p o rt 
on ly  a m a tte r  o f h o u rs  dealing  w ith  m an y  
m ore  to n s o f cargo th a n  w as p rev iously  
h a n d led  in  a w eek . W hile v e ry  good for th e  
sh ip  ow ners it  is v e ry  stressfu l for crew s 
w ho, for m o n th s  on  end, have  little  o r no 
o p p o rtu n ity  to com e ashore. W ork p a tte rn s  
o n  th e  c ro ss -c h a n n e l sh ip s  h av e  also  
changed  to a degree G eorge w ould  no 
lo n g er recognise. D uring  h is serv ice th e re  
w ere  th ree  crew s w ork ing  tw elve h o u rs  on 
tw en ty -fou r h o u rs  o ff w ith  a fu r th e r  crew  
to cover an n u a l leave. A dditionally , all th e  
crew s w ere  locally  re c ru ite d  so peop le  
k n ew  each  o th e r an d  w ere  able to form

Duquesa, Houlder Bros

social g ro u p s ashore. Today crew s are 
re c ru ite d  from  all over th e  co u n try  and  
sp en d  a w ho le  w eek  or m ore  on  board  w ith  
th e  re su lt th a t w h e n  th e y  d isem b ark  all 
co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  job  is lost. G eorge 
rea lise s  th a t in  th e  p re s e n t day  it is all 
dow n to 'th e  bo ttom  lin e ' an d  p rofit is 
n e c e ssa ry  if  co m p an ies  are  to surv ive b u t 
he  feels it is a g rea t sham e th a t it  h as  to be 
p a id  for a t th e  expense  o f those  on  th e  
fron t line. “But," says George, “I am  ju s t  an  
old b loke w ho is m ore  th a n  g ra tefu l th a t 
m y  c a re e r sp a n n e d  th e  good y ea rs  at sea 
w h ich  I can  say  I th o ro u g h ly  enjoyed".

O n shore G eorge an d  M ary se n t th e ir  
ch ild ren , w h e n  young , to S unday  school at 
St M artin 's  C hurch  in  M axton w h e re  M ary  
w as also con firm ed . G eorge and  M ary  bo th  
b ecam e  in c rea s in g ly  invo lved  w ith  th e  
chu rch . T h is  cau sed  George, over tim e, to 
co m m it h is life to C hrist's  chu rch . H e 
en ro lled  for a co rre sp o n d en ce  course to 
b ecom e a R eader in  th e  C hurch  o f E ngland  
tak ing  tw o y ea rs  to com p lete  th e  tra in in g  
befo re  be in g  au th o rised  R eader officia lly  in  
a serv ice a t C a n te rb u ry  C athedra l. T h is 
w as an  office in  w h ich  h e  w as active for 
fo rty  y ea rs  a t St M artin 's  C hu rch  an d  th e n  
St M arg a re t o f  A n tio ch  C h u rch  in  St 
M argare t's  a t Cliffe u n til 2010 w hen , a t the 
age o f eighty, he  decided  to re tire . T he 
on ly  serv ices  he  takes n ow  are the  fu n era ls  
o f ex co lleagues w h ich  he  does n o t m in d  at 
all for as h e  says, “w h e n  you  have k n o w n  
th e  p e rso n  it is m u ch  ea s ie r  to m ake  th e  
serv ice re lev an t and  personal".

Langton Grange, Houlder Bros
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Z e e b r u g g e  R a id
(St. George's Day 1918) Com m em oration  
100th Anniversary St. George's Day 23rd April 2018

A la n  Lee

The day  com m enced  w ith  a recep tion  at 
the M aison D ieu (Town Hall). E veryone 

th e n  assem bled  in  the M aison D ieu car park  
to board  buses for St. Jam es's  C em etery  and  
th e  Z eebrugge M em oria l an d  graves. 
A m ongst th e  350 to 400 peop le  in  
a tten d an ce  w ere 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
from  m a n y  o th e r 
coun tries includ ing  
those from  Belgium,
H olland , G e rm an y  
and  N ew  Z ealand.
A fter a m ov ing

accom panied  b y  the 
Royal M arines Band, 
a n d  th e  lay ing  of 
w reath s all p re sen t 
w ere  th e n
tra n sp o rte d  to th e  
M arket Square.

Chairman ready 
to lay wreath

M ayor Rix prepares to ring Zeebrugge Bell

T he parade form ed up  and  paraded, th rough  
a large crowd, from  the  M arket Square to the 
M aison D ieu (Town Hall). T he crow d by  
now  over 500 th e n  w itnessed  the Town 
M ayor Neil Rix ring  th e  Zeebrugge Bell and  
took p a rt in  a sho rt service o f rem em brance .

D uring the afternoon  the even t m oved to 
the open  g reen  space b eh in d  D eal Castle to 
w itness th e  launch  of the Royal M arines 
H eritage Trails.

Blessed w ith  good w ea th e r th e  day's even ts 
w ere w ell organised and  a com plete  success.

Wreath Laying Ceremony Parade to Town H all
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T h e fo llo w in g  a r tic le  w as su b m itte d  b y  o u r  C h airm an  D erek  L each. 
I t  is  n o t  k n o w n  w h e n  i t  w as w r it te n .

The Good Old Days
Ernest F Stokes

Looking  a t th e  P ie r D istric t today  you  
w ould  be su rp rised  if  y o u  saw  it as it 

w as a t th e  b eg in n in g  o f th e  20th c e n tu ry  
an d  w o n d e r how  so m u ch  h ab ita tio n  and  
b u sin e ss  cou ld  be sited  in  such  a sm all 
area. T he  housew ife  h ad  ev e ry th in g  she 
n e e d e d  w ith o u t going ou t o f  th e  a rea  from  
th e  W este rn  D ock  G ates  to  th e  Lord 
W arden H otel.

T he m en fo lk  cou ld  have  h a lf  a p in t o f b e e r  
w ith o u t using  th e  sam e pub lic  house  tw ice 
a n d  co u ld  g e t d ru n k  on  3 sh illin g s  
(15pence). L et's take  a to u r  o f  pub lic  
ho u ses  in  th a t a rea  in  1900, s ta rting  at th e  
W estern  D ocks e n tra n c e  w ith  3 sh illings in  
o u r pocke t an d  have h a lf  a p in t a t each  
stop:-

In  S trond  S tree t th e  P rince Im peria l, Ship 
Inn , Royal Mail, G reen  D ragon, Sw an and  
H o te l de Paris.

Seven Star Street

We n ow  cross th e  ra ilw ay  line  to th e  
S hakespeare  in  C larence Street, to save 
going over th e  sam e g ro u n d  tw ice, an d  we 
call a t th e  F leur-de-L ys in  C ouncil H ouse 
S treet. T h e n  w e re tu rn  to th e  Rose and  
C row n in  C larence S tree t and  th e  C inque 
Ports. R ound  th e  c o rn e r  is th e  S ilver 
D ragon  in  M iddle Row follow ed by  in  
B each Street: th e  Railway Bell, Sceptre, 
M iners A rm s, D eal Cutter, T he Pier, T he 
B russels and  T he T erm inus.

T hen , ro u n d  th e  co rn e r  to Billie M utton 's 
w h e re  y o u  could  b u y  a p acke t o f fags for a 
pen n y , o r a p en n y w o rth  o f 'Shag' tobacco. 
H ow  he  could  se ll it a t th a t p rice  is 
nobody 's  business. F rom  th e re  w e go and  
see M r M ino le tti a t th e  Pavilion  on  C ustom  
H ouse Q uay.

H av ing  co n su m ed  one gallon  plus, w e w ill 
call on  B ert M arbrook. M arbrook  Senior 
w as land lo rd  o f th e  H ope In n  in  C ouncil 
H ouse Street, w h ere  w e w ill also have  a 
p en n y w o rth  o f  b read  and  cheese  to soak 
th e  b e e r  an d  th e n  on  to th e  E n deavou r and  
T he A rchcliffe in  B ulw ark  S treet. L im ekiln  
S tree t gives u s  th e  G ranville  A rm s, Two 
Brew ers, E xeter A rm s, Scotch H ouse and  
K ent A rm s.

O n w e go to th e  L ion in  E lizabeth  S treet, 
th e  Oak, th e  W illiam  A lbert an d  th e  D uke 
o f  C o n n a u g h t in  O x en d en  S tree t, th e  
P rin c e ss  M aude, N ep tu n e , A lb ion  an d  
Railw ay In n  in  H aw k esb u ry  S tree t p lu s  th e  
T h ree  C om passes on  F in n is  Hill.

The Lord Warden Hotel, about 1907
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P ub lic  h o u se s  w e re  o p e n  tw e n ty -fo u r 
hours, o r near, an d  it w as co m m o n  to see 
w ho could  d rin k  a ha lf-p in t a t each  house. 
I do n o t re m e m b e r  an y o n e  going the  
w hole thirty-six , on ly  tw enty-eigh t, b u t 
th a t w as o n ly  a p rac tice  ru n . You could  get 
a p en n y w o rth  o f gin, o r tw o -pennyw orth  
o f rum , or fou r-p en n y w o rth  o f b randy . Ale 
w as 3d a p in t, b e e r  w as 2d an d  p o rte r  a 
p en n y .

Wages w ere  a ro u n d  15 to 18 sh illings a 
w eek  an d  from  th e  n u m b e r  o f pub lic  
h o u ses  in  such  a sm all a rea  y o u  w ill 
u n d e rs ta n d  th e  p o v erty  an d  w h y  th e  area 
w as ca lled  th e  'Poor Pier'.

U p to th e  first few  y ea rs  o f th e  ce n tu ry  
ch ild ren  w ou ld  go to th e  pub  to b u y  liquor, 
b u t th e n  a law  w as p assed  to com pel 
land lo rd s to sea l b o ttle s  an d  ju g s  b ecam e 
un law ful, so land lo rd s ju s t s tu ck  a p iece  of 
g u m m ed  p a p e r  over th e  cork, w h ich  easily  
cam e off. C h ild ren  w ere  fo rb idden  to go 
in to  b a rs  w ith  th e i r  p a re n ts  an d  
re s tric tio n s  w ere  tig h ten ed  considerab ly  
w ith  th e  re su lt th a t m a n y  h o u ses  p rov ided  
g ardens for ch ild ren , as ev id en ced  a t th e  
C rick e te rs , D u b lin  M an  O f War, T he  
D onkey  and  m a n y  o th e r h o u ses  w h ich  
w ere  th e n  ou tside  th e  borough.

Inciden ta lly , th e  h o u rs  o f closing w ere  
tig h ten ed  u p  an d  y o u  could  on ly  get a 
d rin k  on  S unday  ou tside  th re e  m ile s  o f th e  
borough . As I lived  in  the  P ie r D istric t 
going th ro u g h  th e  tow n  to th e  P lough on 
th e  Folkestone Road w ell over th e  th ree  
m iles, b u t over th e  h ills  i t  m u ch  less. So on 
S unday  m o rn in g s  D ad w ou ld  say  'C om e on 
Son, shall w e go for a w alk  over th e  hills'. 
W hen I asked  D ad w h e re  w e w ere  going he  
w ou ld  say, 'I m u s t see m y  old fr ien d  M r 
G ould a t th e  Plough. Do yo u  th in k  you  
could  w alk? ' C ould I? It m e a n t g inger beer, 
a large b iscu it and  b ro k en  rock.

Good old days for som e, b u t w h a t o f those  
w hose fa th ers  did n o t say  'C om e on  Son'.

It's  n ice  to look b ack  on  those  days, good 
for som e, b u t m u c h  m ore  could  be  w ritte n  
o f th e  'Poor P ier' b u t like ev e ry th in g  else it 
gets old and  in  th e  n o t too d is tan t fu tu re  
n o th in g  w ill be  left.

Oh, an d  by  th e  w ay, w e did n o t use  all th e
3 shillings. A ssum ing  on ly  tw en ty -e igh t 
p in ts  w ere  consum ed , th a t still le ft 8d so 
w h a t can  w e do w ith  th a t w ith o u t m ak ing  
g lu ttons o f ourselves? Well le t's  see a show  
a t th e  P hoen ix  for 2d I k now  I feel ju s t 
abou t too full to w alk  so on  th e  tram  for a 
p e n n y . Well, w h a t abou t a ha lf-p in t a t the  
Swan.
For h e 's  jo lly  good fellow.

I t is m entioned 'a law  was passed  to compel 
landlords to seal bottles and  jugs', I  rem ember 
in the 1950's being sent dow n the W estbury 
p u b  to get a ju g  of beer for m y  dad, from  the 
bottle and  ju g  off sales bar, I  did no t realise 
tha t I  was breaking the law.

Editor

Snargate Street
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One o f a series o f articles covering the lives o f D ovorians and  local events o f international 
renown. M any  more articles can be found  on Lorraine's website The Dover H istorian at
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E d gar C h r is t ia n
L orrain e S en c ic le  B .A . (e c o n )  h o n s

In  1926, Edgar V ernon C hristian 
(1908-1027) bough t a small, red, 
le a th e r  b o u n d  n o teb o o k  in  a 
C anadian  shop before he  set ou t 
on  a trek  w ith  h is two friends into 
th e  desolate no rth . H is in ten tio n  
w as to keep  a d iary  to im press his 
fam ily  an d  frien d s w h e n  he  
re tu rn ed  hom e. In  fact, the  diary 
w as to m ake a lasting im pression  
across th e  globe an d  is now  
h oused  at D over College.

A lthough  E dgar w as b o rn  in  
W ellingborough, N ortham ptonsh ire  and  his 
p aren ts  lived in  Wales, the 17 year-old had  
sp en t m ost o f h is  life in  East Kent. First as a 
pupil in  Folkestone th e n  D over College, 
w here  he  had  sp en t the prev ious five term s. 
H e did n o t m ake m u ch  of an  im pression  and 
on  leav ing  h a d  n o th in g  p lan n ed . H e 
there fo re  accep ted  th e  inv ita tion  o f h is 
m o ther's  cousin, Jack  H ornby, w ho w as 46, 
to go on  an  expedition  to n o rth e rn  Canada.

H ornby  w as an  experienced  explorer o f the 
w ilds of C anada and  h is in ten tio n  w as a trek  
th rough  the N orth  West Territories to the 
T helon  River. H e believed  th a t b y  setting  off 
in  late spring, th ey  w ould  reach  the B arren 
Lands, th rough  w hich  th e  T helon  River 
flowed at the sam e tim e, as caribou w ould 
be  m igrating  th rough  th e  sam e area. H ornby  
expected th a t th ey  could kill sufficient to 
last th rough  th e  harsh  w in te r so th ey  only  
n eed ed  to take th e  m in im u m  of supplies. 
H ornby  w as n icknam ed  th e  'h e rm it o f the 
n o rth ' because  o f h is ability to survive on 
w hat th e  h arsh  te rra in  provided.

T h ey  se t o ff from  Liverpool 
on  19 A p ril 1926 a n d  on  
arriva l in  C anada E dgar and  
H o rn b y  w e re  jo in e d  b y  
H a ro ld  A dlard , aged  28. 
A dlard w as w ork ing  as a store 
c le rk  in  A lberta  a t th e  tim e  
b u t w as k n o w n  to H orn b y  
an d  w as k een  to go on  th e  
e x p ed itio n . H is m a in  
a tt r ib u te s  w as h is  cook ing  
an d  hav ing  w orked  as a farm  
hand , could  w ie ld  an  axe and  
w as a good shot. Edgar w as 

p leased  for a n o th e r  “g reen h o rn "  to jo in  
th e m  b u t also n o ted  th a t ex p erien ced  m e n  
w ho  k n ew  H o rn b y  dec lin ed  to go w ith  
them , as H o rn b y  w as “too tough."

Before leaving, th e  trio  m e t up  w ith  G uy 
B lanchet, a g o v e rn m e n t surveyor, w ho 
stren u o u sly  adv ised  th e m  n o t to m ake  th e  
jo u rn e y . As su m m e r w as fast approach ing , 
he  p a rticu la rly  q u es tio n ed  H orn b y 's  b e lie f  
th a t th e y  cou ld  m ake  th e  B arren  G round  at 
th e  sam e tim e  as th e  caribou. B lanchet did 
suggest th a t Edgar and  H o rn b y  could  jo in  
h im  on  a tre k  to th e  T h e lo n  R iver a rea  b u t 
re fu se d  to tak e  Adler. T h e  o ffe r w as 
declined .

It w as su m m e r befo re th e y  se t o ff and  
Edgar s ta rted  h is d iary . At first, h is  e n tr ie s  
w ere  irreg u la r b u t w h e n  th e y  reach ed  th e  
ju n c tio n  o f th e  T h e lo n  and  H an b u ry  rivers 
in  th e  N orth  W est T erritories, th e  e n tr ie s  
becam e  m ore  regular. F rom  th ese  it is 
a p p a re n t th a t m e a n d e rin g  w as slow  and  
th a t th e y  a rrived  too la te  for th e  caribou.
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W inter w as closing in  w h en  exhausted  and  
h u ng ry  th ey  found a log cabin and  decided 
to sit ou t th e  harsh  w in te r there  surviving on 
w h at th ey  caught. T he date w as 14 O ctober 
1926. As th e  tem p e ra tu re  dropped  food 
b ecam e  in c reas in g ly  scarce . A dlard 
w ithdrew  into h im se lf and  hard ly  spoke 
th en  w ould  explode into a rage. E dgar w rote 
that, 'Jack  had  to curse H arold ' to stop him . 
I t  is ev iden t th a t a deep b ond  had  developed 
be tw een  E dgar and  H ornby  and  th a t A dler 
w as the, 'odd m an  out'.

H ornby  died o f starvation on 16 A pril 1927 
and  Edgar, in  h is diary, tells us th a t A dler 
w as a g reat com fort to him . H e died  on 4 
May, and  Edgar, very  w eak  and  only hours 
to live, p u t his d iary  w ith  som e le tters th a t 
he had  w ritten  to h is father, in  th e  cabin's 
stove. H e th e n  w rote a no te  th a t he held  in  
his hand, pu lled  his b lankets over his head  
and  w en t to sleep.

T h ree  years later, th e ir  em aciated  bodies 
w ere discovered and  Edgar's note, w hich  
w as hard ly  decipherable, w as found. I t  said,
'W ho.....look in  stove. Edgar's d iary  was
found  a long  w ith  le tte rs  th a t  w ere  
even tually  re tu rn ed  to his fam ily w ho gave 
the diary  to D over College. T he th ree  m en  
are bu ried  by  the  T helon  R iver in  an area 
th a t is now  th e  T helon  W ildlife Sanctuary  - 
the largest w ilderness in  N orth  A m erica.
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Liverpool to Manaos via the River Amazon
Dr Reginald Koettlitz

Expedition surgeon, geologist and botanist
A u b rey  A  J o n e s  - K o ettlitz  b io g ra p h er

Man y  reg u la r read e rs  o f T he D over 
S oc ie ty  m ag az in e  w ill re c a ll th a t  

exped ition  su rgeon  D r R eginald K oettlitz, a 
re s id e n t o f  Dover, lite ra lly  trave lled  to th e  
n o r th e rn  and  so u th e rn  ex trem ities  o f th e  
p lane t, th ro u g h  n o rth  east A frica b u t little  
is k n o w n  o f  h is jo u rn e y  u p  th e  m igh ty  
A m azon  River. I in te n d  to add ress  th is 
om ission  in  th is  article.

O n re tu rn in g  from  th e  W eld B lundell 
exped ition  to Africa, and  befo re  h ead ing  
so u th  w ith  Scott on  th e  D iscovery, funds 
w ere  req u ired  to su p p o rt h is wife, M arie- 
Louise, in  Dover. T he  Red Cross Line 
ow ned  sh ips trad ing  b e tw e e n  th e  U n ited  
K ingdom  an d  th e  fu r th e s t s tre tch es  o f th e  
A m azo n  b e tw e e n  Para  a n d  M anaos. 
M anaos w as loca ted  1,000 m iles  u p  th e  
A m azon  R iver an d  w as th e  cen tre  o f an  
ex p an d in g  ru b b e r  a n d  n u t  trad e . T he  
m o n th ly  s team ers  ra n  from  L iverpool to 
M anaos and  Iquitos, Peru, w h ich  is over
2,000 m iles  from  th e  m o u th  o f th e  river.

D r K oettlitz h ad  a w ish  to see th is  'fam ous 
s tre a m ' w h ic h  d e liv e re d  th e  g re a te s t 
vo lum e o f w a te r in to  th e  A tlan tic  O cean  so 
in  A pril 1900 se t o ff in  th e  s te a m e r  
'Sobralense ' as th e  sh ip 's  su rgeon  en -rou te  
to M anaos. H e expec ted  h is m ed ica l du ties 
to b e  lig h t w h ic h  w o u ld  a llow  
o p p o rtu n itie s  to stu d y  the  n a tive  peop le  
and  n a tu ra l h is to ry  o f  N orth  E aste rn  Brazil. 
In  fact, h is  su b seq u en t co llections h an d ed  
to th e  U n ivers ity  o f E d inburgh  on  re tu rn  
w ere  described  as th e  'g rea te s t co llection  
o f en tom olog ica l sp ec im en s m ade  b y  one 
m a n  in  su ch  a sh o rt tim e ' to date.

A fter a b r ie f  stop in  M adeira  th e  first p o rt

o f call in  th e  A m azon b a s in  w as Para, also 
k n o w n  as B elem . A riv e r p ilo t h ad  b e e n  
tak en  on  b oard  from  a ligh tsh ip  sta tioned  
in  th e  app ro ach  to th e  A m azon. Para w as a 
fine city  w ith  a m ixed  p o p u la tio n  o f over
100,000 E u ro p ean s , A m erican s , local 
Ind ians, fo rm er slaves from  A frica b u t 
d o m in a ted  b y  B razilians o f  P o rtuguese  
d escen t. T he c ity  em erg ed  from  the  forest. 
It h ad  m a n y  large and  im press ive  public  
build ings, g ardens an d  ch u rch es  w ith  a 
rap id  tra m c a r sy s tem  w id e ly  u sed . D r 
K oettlitz no ticed  th e  tram  d rivers h e ld  
b a n k n o te s  b e tw e e n  th e i r  te e th , 
co n sidering  th is  to be  a fertile  source o f 
con tag ious disease. T h is p rac tice  caused  
som e a m u se m e n t as th e  sh ip  h ad  b e e n  
h e ld  offshore w h ils t underg o in g  a h ea lth  
ch eck  on  crew  an d  passengers.

Public Building in Para

Para is th e  la u n c h  loca tion  for all fo rm s of 
r iv e r traffic  to h ead  u p  r iv e r an d  for 
p roduce  b e in g  sh ip p ed  from  th e  A m azon 
reg ion  inc lud ing , rubber, nu ts , cocoa and  
o th e r vegetab le  p roducts. T h is  in c lu d ed
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spec ies o f w ild  an im a ls  an d  b ird s for use  in  
zoos in  th e  w id e r w orld.

A fter a p ro longed  stay  th e  'S obralense ' 
h ead ed  u p s tream  via th e  'N arrow s' w here  
th e  Para and  T ocantins rivers  m erg ed  w ith  
th e  A m azon. It p rov ided  a c lea r an d  close- 
up  v iew  o f th e  th ick  trop ica l fo rest and  
a b u n d a n t w ild life  w ith  m a n y  huge  
c reep e rs  an d  o th e r p lan ts  in  full bloom . 
T h is in c lu d ed  th e  sh y  and  now  critically  
en d an g e red  'w a te r beast', th e  h a rm le ss  sea 
cow  o r m a n a te e . B u tte rflie s  a n d  
w o n d erfu lly  co loured  p a rro ts  an d  o th e r 
b ird s  w e re  in  a b u n d a n c e , m o n k e y s  
sc reech ed  an d  th e  a ir w as full o f flying 
in sec ts  an d  m o th s  in  vast q u an tities . T he 
K oettlitz sc ien tific  co llections h ad  begun!

T h e  e x p e rie n c e d  r iv e r  p ilo t, w ith o u t 
w h o m  th e  v e sse l co u ld  n o t p ro ceed , 
m oved  th e  s te a m e r from  b a n k  to b an k  
show ing  c lea rly  th e  ex tensive ru b b e r trees  
an d  h u ts  o f  the, 'Seringueiros ' o r ru b b e r 
h u n te rs  w ho res id ed  in  sm all c lea rings 
alongside th e  m ig h ty  A m azon. T he  h u ts  
w ere  ra ised  m a n y  fee t above g ro u n d  level 
to avoid th e  r iv e r in  flood w h e n  it rose at 
tim es  b y  over 50 feet. It w as a basic  
ex is tence  for th e  ru b b e r h u n te rs  and  th e ir  
fam ilies. K oettlitz w rote, 'T he  B razilian 
ra re ly  s leeps in  a b ed  p re fe rrin g  to re s t 
w h e re  th e  b reeze  can  have  free play . T h e ir  
life is far from  h e a lth y  and  m a la ria  p lays 
g re a t hav o c  a m o n g s t th e m . A ll a re  
add ic ted  to raw  rum , k n o w n  as cashasse'.

A Seringueiros -  local rubber hunter

A S eringueiros -  local ru b b e r h u n te r  (note 
th e  sm all cups to co llect th e  latex). T he 
ru b b e r la tex  w as h ea te d  over an  o p en  fire 
to rem ove  th e  liqu id  c o n te n t an d  m ade  
in to  ru b b e r ba lls  for tra n sp o rt in  canoes to 
Para and  M anaos.

As th e  'S obralense ' c o n tin u ed  u p  riv e r its 
scale an d  p o w er h e ld  D r K oettlitz in  awe 
th a t its source w as 3000 m ile s  up -riv er in  
th e  A n d e a n  m o u n ta in s . H is  re lig io u s  
in s tin c ts  w ere  a roused  w h e n  w riting , 'the  
co n tem p la tio n  o f so g rea t and  m ag n ificen t 
an  ev idence  o f th e  a lm igh ty  p o w er w h ich  
governs such  w orks as th ese  com pels  one 
to rev e ren ce  th e  A u tho r o f  it all'.

D esp ite  th e  w on d ers  o f h is en v iro n m e n t 
th e  docto r w as n o t alw ays im p re ssed  w ith  
th e  a ttitu d e  o f som e local in h ab itan ts , 
w ritin g , 'T h e  o rd in a ry  B raz ilian  loves 
laz iness  an d  is so in d o le n t th a t he  w ill 
ra re ly  do a stroke o f w ork  th a t he  is n o t 
co m pelled  to do'. I f  he  h ad  re s id ed  in  these  
trop ica l co nd itions for an y  len g th  o f tim e  
h e  m ig h t n o t h av e  fo rm e d  su c h  a 
ju d g e m e n ta l op in ion .

A fter sh o rt stop a t S an ta rem  an d  Obidos, 
b o th  tow ns w ith  a p o p u la tio n  o f b e tw e e n  
1000 -  2000 in h ab itan ts  b u t im p o rta n t w ith  
regard  to ru b b e r p roduction , Brazil n u ts  
an d  o th e r local p roducts, M anaos w as soon  
on  th e  ho rizon . At each  o f th ese  stops Dr 
K oettlitz added  to h is co llec tion  o f insects, 
m a r in e  life, b ird s  a n d  sm a ll an im a l. 
T h ro u g h o u t h is m a n y  exped itions b o th  
p o la r an d  to h o tte r  c lim es h is in d u s try  in  
m ak in g  such  co llec tions w as endless. E ven 
p o rpo ises  w ere  reg u la rly  seen  th is  far up  
th e  m ig h ty  river.

A fter five days th e  sh ip  a rrived  at th e  
co n flu en ce  o f th e  A m azon  and  Rio N egro 
an d  fina lly  th e  cap ita l o f th e  A m azonas 
reg io n , M anaos. T h e  sp le n d id  c ity  is 
ac tu a lly  on  th e  Rio N egro, a r iv e r n am ed
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a fte r its v e ry  b lack  co lou r a lthough  c lea r 
w h e n  p laced  in  a glass. T he c ity  h ad  a 
p o p u la tio n  o f 40,000 peop le  and  w as th e  
sea t o f th e  reg ional govern o r an d  cen tre  o f 
th e  com m ercial, po litical and  social life o f 
th is  vast reg ion . T he city  h ad  fine public  
b u ild ings and  p ark s and  a sizable n u m b e r 
o f E u ro p ean  an d  A m erican  m erch an ts . 
A part from  b e in g  th e  cen tre  o f th e  ru b b e r 
in d u s try  th e re  w as a p o p u la r m a rk e t in  
w ild  an im als, fish an d  even  h e ro n s  for 
th e ir  p lu m es  to satisfy  h a t p ro d u c tio n  in  
Europe.

M anaos harbour show ing the scale o f the 
A m azon  and  Rio Negro rivers.

W ild turtles for export from  M anaos harbour.

W hilst th e  'S o b ra len se ' d isch a rg ed  h e r  
cargo an d  took  on  goods for th e  re tu rn  
jo u rn e y  D r K oettlitz m ade  a sh o rt jo u rn e y  
u p  th e  Rio N egro b y  canoe  w h e n  th e  riv e r 
w as in  flood w h ich  allow ed access to the

tops o f th e  huge tre e s  ab u n d an t a longside 
th e  r iv e r bank . H e c o n tin u ed  to add  to h is 
collections, e spec ia lly  b u tte rflies , m o th s 
and  o th e r in sec ts  m a n y  n e w  n o t ju s t  to 
h im  b u t n e w  to sc ience co n firm ed  on  his 
re tu rn  to th e  UK. But, th e  stay  w as b r ie f  
and  th e ' S obralense ' w as soon  head ing  
dow n riv e r to Para, a jo u rn e y  m ad e  in  h a lf  
th e  tim e  due to th e  sw ift c u rre n t ru n n in g  
tow ards th e  A tlan tic  O cean.

T he sh ip  re tu rn e d  to L iverpool via N ew  
York an d  'H u m b o ld t's  B lack W ater', so 
called  by  th e  sk ip p er b u t h u n d re d s  o f 
m iles from  th e  A m azon  m o u th . K oettlitz 
w as conv inced  th is w as th e  soil ru n -o ff 
from  th e  A m azon  so g rea t w as its  pow er. 
D uring  th e  jo u rn e y  K oettlitz c o n tin u ed  to 
add to h is m a r in e  co llections a t every  
o p p o rtu n ity  all to be p re se n te d  to the  
U n ivers ity  o f E d inburgh  on  re tu rn .

Soon th e  A ntarc tic  beckoned , th e  jo u rn e y  
so u th  w ith  Scott on  b oard  th e  D iscovery  
w ith  D r K oettlitz  as c h ie f  ex p ed itio n  
su rgeon  and  bo tan ist. Yet m ore  co llections 
to be m ade, th e  n a m e  o f D r R eginald 
K oettlitz o f D over to be forever k n o w n  as, 
Scott's F orgo tten  Surgeon.

M anaos Opera House
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Patrick  Sherratt

Wr itin g  th is  re p o r t  in  M ay I look  
fo rw ard  to  a w a rm  a n d  p le a s a n t 

sum m er. I w ou ld  also th a n k  th e  m a n y  
m em b ers  w ho  sen t good w ish es a fte r m y  
m a jo r su rg ery  ea rlie r  th is  year.

T he P lan n in g  C om m ittee  w ill co n tin u e  to 
m ake  c o m m e n t on  local p lan n in g  issues 
w ith  th e  objective to im prove b o th  the 
v isual and  socio-econom ic profile  o f Dover.

R oad  a n d  T ransport in fra stru ctu re
W ith  th e  lo r ry  p a rk  sc h e m e  a t 
W esten h an g er/S tan fo rd  b e in g  scu p p ered  I 
an tic ip a te  a fu tu re  h ighw ays consu lta tion . 
H ighw ays E ng land  have p rep a red  a “post 
Brexit" sc h e m e  fo r th e  M20 th a t  is 
cu rre n tly  (M ay 2018) th e  sub jec t o f Select 
T ransport C om m ittee  debate . I f  th e  Select 
C om m ittee  approve th e  p ro p o sed  schem e I 
expect to h e a r  from  H ighw ays E ng land  in  
o rd e r for th e  Society  to m ake  app rop ria te  
com m en ts .

In  m y  last re p o r t I in d ica ted  th e  tim esca le  
for th e  T h ird  T h am es C rossing schem e. 
T h is  in d ica ted  S ta tu to ry  C onsu lta tion  in  
2018 b u t to date  n o th in g  received .

D over  W estern  D o ck s R ev iva l (D W D R )
T he n ew  cargo h an d lin g  a reas  are w ell 
u n d e r  co n stru c tio n . We m ad e  c o m m e n t to 
DHB th a t th e  quayside  p iling  shou ld  be 
faced. Sadly, th is  w as n o t done on  th e  
M arina  C urve b u t th e  E aste rn  B reakw ater 
(N ew  Pier) h as b e e n  faced. Capt. W eston 
h as sough t a lifting  b ridge from  th e  N ew  
P ier to th e  M arina  Curve, how ever, th is  
suggestion  h as n o t b e e n  tak en  forw ard  by  
DHB. Do v is it th e  m a r in a  at E astbourne  
w h e re  a se ries  o f su ch  b ridges en su re  
c ircu la r w alks. T he  “Cut" b e tw e e n  th e

M arin a  an d  W elling ton  D ock  is a t an  
advanced  stage o f co n stru c tio n . T hrough  
A lan Sencicle w e expressed  c o n ce rn  at 
tida l cond itions an d  th e se  w ere  tak en  on 
b oard  b y  DHB an d  th e  co n stru c tio n  seem s 
to have  solved th is  p rob lem .

D over  L eisu re  C entre
C o n stru c tio n  c o n tin u e s  w ith  th e  m a in  
b u ild ing  in  p rocess o f bu ild ing . Still on  
tim e  for op en in g  2019.

DTIZ (S t J a m es  D e v e lo p m e n t)
T he c in em a  an d  som e re ta il u n its  now  
o p en . Two p ro sp e c tiv e  te n a n ts  h ave  
w ithd raw n . At th e  tim e  o f w ritin g  th is 
re p o r t  p a rk in g  is free, h o w ev e r w h e n  
p ark ing  charges ap p ly  it is u n d e rs to o d  th a t 
e m p lo y e e s  o f  th e  u n its  w ill n o t be  
p e rm itte d  to use  th e  car park . We are 
co n ce rn ed  th a t th is  w ill cause d ifficu lty  in  
re sp ec t to “on-street" p a rk in g  an d  have 
asked  DDC to do a p a rk in g  su rv ey  o f th e  
C astle  W ard a re a  w h e n  all u n its  a re  
opera tional.

C astle  S tree t/B ig g in  S treet
As th e  ro le o f  th e  tow n  cen tre  evolves 
m ore  change o f use  p lan n in g  app lica tions 
are b e in g  rece iv ed  for C astle S tree t and  
B iggin S tree t, b o th  w ith in  D over 
C onservation  A reas. T he Society  su p p o rts  
u p p e r  floors o f u n u se d  bu ild in g s chang ing  
from  com m erc ia l to re s id en tia l use. We 
strive to seek  q u a lity  d ev e lo p m en t and  
re c e n tly  a p lan n in g  app lica tion  for n in e  
flats w as m ad e  in  Biggin S treet. Seven of 
th ese  fell b e low  th e  gu id e lin es  o f hav ing  
40sq m . T he Case O fficer igno red  these  
g u ide lines an d  in  fact in d ica ted  to th e  
app lican t p e rm iss io n  w ou ld  be  g ran ted  10 
days befo re c losure o f  pub lic  com m ents .
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T he app lica tion  also invo lved  a lte ra tio n  to 
th e  shop  fron t for access to th e  flats. We 
ob jected  as th e  app lica tion  failed to deliver 
DDC C onversion  to F lats gu id e lin es or 
sh o p fro n t c o n v e rs io n s  in  c o n se rv a tio n  
areas . W ith  fu r th e r  o b jec tio n s  th e  
a p p lic a tio n  w as d e c id e d  b y  th e  DDC 
P la n n in g  C o m m ittee . T h is  re s u lte d  in  
red u c tio n  to sev en  flats a lthough  five w ere  
still b e low  th e  40sq m . It th e n  tran sp ired  
th a t th e  C onversion  to F lats G u idelines 
da ted  M ay 2006 h ad  n o t b e e n  ad o p ted  b y  
DDC, y e t  a n o th e r  leg a l fa ilu re . I am  
p ressing  for th ese  to be ad o p ted  as soon  as 
possib le  a lthough  DDC are re lu c ta n t to do 
so u n til th e  n ex t D istric t Local P lan  th a t in  
re a lity  m a y  n o t com e in to  force u n til 
2020/2021. In  th e  m ean tim e  sub stan d ard  
p ro p e rtie s  co n tin u e  to secu re  p lan n in g  
p e rm iss ion . O f in te re s t th e  ap p lica tion  in  
q u es tio n  w as th e n  ad vertised  for sale on 
th e  in te rn e t w ith  a p o ten tia l p ro fit to the 
ap p lican t o f m ore  th a n  £150k in  w h a t is 
k n o w n  as “flipping" w h e re  th e  app lican t 
h as no in te n tio n  o f de livering  b u t seek  
p la n n in g  c o n se n t to in c re a se  th e  sale 
p rice . T h is  o f te n  le a d s  to b u ild in g s  
rem a in in g  em pty .

C on serv a tio n  A reas
T he p roposed  a lte ra tio n s  to th e  W aterloo 
C rescen t C o n serv a tio n  A rea  to inc lude  
G ranville G ardens, gard en  to th e  seaw ard  
side o f th e  G atew ay  flats and  E sp lanade 
and  b each  in  fron t o f W aterloo M ansions 
w e re  su p p o r te d  b y  th e  S ociety . T he  
P rin c ip a l H e ritag e  O fficer m u s t be 
con g ra tu la ted  on  m ak ing  a sou n d  case for 
th e  ex tens ion  o f th e  a rea  b u t th e  DDC 
ca b in e t d e c id e d  n o t to a c c e p t th e  
re co m m en d a tio n  to ex ten d  th e  area. At 
leas t one DDC counc illo r w ho  is a m e m b e r 
o f c ab in e t h as o n  m ore  th a n  one occasion 
sa id  C o n se rv a tio n  A reas a n d  L isted  
bu ild ings shou ld  be done aw ay  and  w ould  
h av e  b e e n  in f lu e n tia l  in  th e  d ec is io n  
m aking .

C onserva tion  A ppraisals. D erek  is fo rm ing  
a group  to p rocess  ou r first a ttem p t. T his 
w ill be in  re sp e c t to th e  D our S tree t 
C onserva tion  A rea.

S e c tio n  215 o f  T ow n a n d  C o u n try  
P la n n in g  A ct 1990
Follow ing m y  visit to H astings Borough 
C ouncil, w ho are th e  m o s t active council 
in  UK for serv ing  215 notices, w e w ere  able 
in  2010 to p e rsu a d e  DDC to u se  th is  
le g is la tio n  to  im p ro v e  th e  e x te rn a l 
ap p ea ran ce  o f bu ild ings. By 2014 w e had  
o v er 100 Tow n C e n tre /F o lk e s to n e  Rd 
p ro p e rtie s  on  th e  list. DDC th e n  decided  to 
stop 215 ac tion  in  Dover, as councillo rs had  
sough t s im ila r ac tion  across th e  D istrict. I 
have fough t to re -co m m en ce  215 ac tion  in  
D over and  I am  p leased  th a t D over now  
h as a d ed ica ted  officer w ork ing  th ro u g h  
o u r o rig inal list p lu s  som e additions. I am  
aw aiting  a m ee tin g  w ith  the  en fo rcem en t 
te am  to en su re  p ro p e rtie s  o n  o u r orig inal 
list are hav ing  215 n o tices  served.

F arth in g loe  a n d  W estern  H e ig h ts
A pub lic  co n su lta tio n  exh ib ition  w as held  
a t th e  B arn at F arth ing loe on  th e  1 5 th /1 6 th  
M ay. S om e m in o r  a lte ra t io n s  to  th e  
o rig inal ap p lica tion  w ere  m ade  an d  w e 
aw ait full de tails w h e n  a full p lan n in g  
app lica tion  is m ade.

F ailure to  d ev e lo p  b ro w n fie ld  s ite s  in  
D over
At a m ee tin g  w ith  th e  n ew  L eader o f DDC 
and  th e  CEO o f DDC I ra ised  the  issue o f 
de lay  in  th e  d e livery  on  b row nfie ld  sites 
th a t  h av e  p la n n in g  p e rm iss io n . T he  
W estm o u n t s ite  is a w a itin g  p la n n in g  
a p p lic a tio n  from  th e  d eve loper. T h is  
sh o u ld  in c lu d e  th e  m u c h -n e e d e d  car 
p ark ing  facilities a t D over P riory . O n the  
C o n n au g h t B arracks site, th e  H om es and  
C o m m u n ity  A gency  is abou t to ap p o in t a 
d eve loper to d e liver th e  “Officers" a rea  th a t 
re c e n tly  re ce iv ed  p la n n in g  a g re e m e n t.
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T he m a in  C o n n au g h t B arracks site  h as  
s til l to  h av e  a p la n n in g  a p p lic a tio n  
su b m itte d  b u t it w ill a lm o st c e r ta in ly  be 
for a h ig h -d en sity  d e v e lo p m en t. T h is  is 
v e ry  sad  as I w as re liab ly  in fo rm ed  th a t a 
d ev e lo p e r w as p re p a re d  to d e liv e r h igh  
q u a lity  execu tive  h o u se s  on  th is  p rim e  
site  w ith  d irec t v iew s o f  th e  castle  a n d  th e  
E n g lish  C h a n n e l. D o v e r d e s p e ra te ly  
n e e d s  h igh  q u a lity  b u ild  to a ttra c t fu tu re  
d ev e lo p m e n t g row th  as over th e  y ea rs  
p o o r p la n n in g  h as se e n  all six D over 
w ard s d rift in to  th e  top  20% o f  d ep riv ed  
w ard s w ith in  E n g lan d /W ales  an d  as su ch  
m a n y  d e v e lo p e rs  a re  p u t  o ff  from  
co m m ittin g  to p ro jec ts  in  Dover.

B u s R ap id  T ransport (B R T)
T his h as b e e n  ta lked  ab o u t for several 
y ea rs  an d  w as to be fu n d ed  b y  Section  106 
co n trib u tio n s  from  th e  sale o f p ro p e rtie s  in  
th e  W hitfield  U rban  D ev elo p m en t Plan. 
D ev e lo p m en t at W hitfield  is n o t m ov ing  as 
fas t as a n tic ip a te d  a n d  DDC re c e n tly  
secu red  a £16 .4m illion  g ran t for d e livery  of 
th e  BRT.

T he BRT w ill o pera te  from  W hitfield  across 
th e  A2 (new  bridge) an d  pass th rough  
G uston  an d  C on n au g h t B arracks to th e  
tow n  an d  D over P rio ry  Station. I f  th e  
F arth ing loe d ev e lo p m en t takes p lace  th e  
BRT w ill be  ex ten d ed  to Farth ingloe. No 
tim esca le  h as b e e n  g iven for th is  p ro jec t 
an d  w e aw ait fu r th e r  details.

D o v er  H o sp ita l (P o ly c l in ic ) .  T h e L ost 
O p p o r tu n ity
I re p o r te d  in  th e  las t n e w sle tte r  th e  fo rm er 
B uckland  H ospita l site  w as sold a t au c tion  
for £1 .4m illion  b y  KCC w ho h ad  p u rch ased  
from  E ast K ent H ea lth  A u th o rity  for £375k, 
re su ltin g  in  effect ou r local h e a lth  service 
lo s in g  £1 m illio n . T h e  re s u lts  o f m y  
F reedom  o f In fo rm atio n  re q u e s t reveal 
th a t th e  H ea lth  A u tho rity  did n o t have  an  
in d e p e n d e n t v a lu a tio n  b u t accep ted  th e

au c tio n  p rice  guide. I th in k  it is p e rh ap s  
a p p ro p r ia te  to  do a re s u m e  o f  th e  
d ev e lo p m en t o f th e  existing  hosp ita l as 
under.

In itia lly  D o v er w as “en titled "  to a 
C o m m u n ity  H ospital u n d e r  gu id e lin es  set 
ou t b y  C en tra l G o v ern m en t in  2000. O ne 
o f o u r fo rm er m em bers, L orraine Sencicle, 
to o k  th is  u p  fo r fu n d in g  w ith  KCC. 
L o rra in e  se c u re d  th e  fu n d in g  d e sp ite  
fie rce  o p p o s itio n  b y  KCC th a t, I am  
in fo rm e d , in c lu d e d  th e  C o -o rd in a tio n  
M anager (a D over a rea  res id en t) .

T h is  gave th e  g re e n  lig h t fo r th e  
C o m m u n ity  H o sp ita l th a t  w o u ld  h ave  
in c lu d ed  “in te rm e d ia te  care" beds th a t w as 
v e ry  m u ch  p a rt o f th e  “NHS P lan  2000" 
be in g  a ten -y ea r g o v e rn m en t p la n  for th e  
NHS.

DDC an d  in  p a rtic u la r it's  fo rm er L eader 
(C llr W atkins) saw  th is  as an  o p p o rtu n ity  
for tow n  cen tre  reg en e ra tio n  b y  hav ing  th e  
h osp ita l b u ilt on  th e  M aison  D ieu  car 
p a rk /h e a lth  cen tre  an d  college site. T h is 
w ou ld  have also g iven  d irec t b u s  links 
from  across th e  D istric t as w ell as be ing  
o n ly  10 m in s  from  D o v er P rio ry  ra il 
station .

Sadly in  2009/2010, led  b y  th e  p rospective  
MP, a g roup  opposed  th is  on  th e  g rounds of 
flooding. At th e  tim e  I ra ised  th e  p o in t th a t 
A shford  B orough C ouncil offices are nex t 
to th e  r iv e r S tour an d  on  a designa ted  flood 
p la in  b u t b u ild ing  design  avoids flood risk  
to th e  offices, in d eed  m u ch  o f  H o lland  is a 
flood  risk  b u t c o rre c t b u ild in g  design  
avoids such  prob lem s.

T he group  considered  a m ajo r hosp ita l 
(w ith  facilities s im ila r to W illiam  H arvey  at 
A shford) shou ld  be  b u ilt an d  req u ired  a 
la rg e r site th a t could  o n ly  be p rov ided  in  
W hitfield . In  re a lity  th e re  w as n e v e r  going
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to be  a fou rth  m ajo r hosp ita l in  E ast Kent, 
in d eed  as cu rre n tly  b e in g  co nsidered  is th e  
closure o f K&C at C a n te rb u ry  or QEQM at 
M argate  as th e  loca l h e a lth  a u th o r ity  
co n sid er on ly  tw o “m ajor" h osp ita ls  are 
req u ired  in  E ast Kent.

T he local h e a lth  a u th o rity  p re fe rred  th e  
existing  B uck land  site an d  p lan s  w ere  
p roduced , how ever, no  “in te rm e d ia te  care" 
b e in g  inc luded . I fought on  b e h a lf  o f T he 
D over Society  for “in te rm e d ia te  beds" at 
p la n n in g  stage  as th e  fac ilitie s  b e in g  
p ro p o se d  in  e ffec t d o w n g rad in g  th e  
C o m m u n ity  H ospital, th a t L oraine h ad  so 
successfu lly  secured , to a “Polyclinic".

I sp e n t m a n y  h o u rs  a t m ee tin g s  an d  the 
local C linical C om m ission ing  G roup (CCG) 
su p p o rted  o u r re q u e s t for in te rm ed ia te  
beds. By th is  tim e  n a tio n a l m ed ia  w as 
h igh ligh ting  th e  b e d  b lock ing  a t m a jo r 
hosp ita ls  and  the  n e e d  for in te rm ed ia te  
care facilities. Sadly, again  KCC favoured 
using  existing  p riva te  sec to r care h o m es 
and  h o m e  visits. It is in te re s tin g  to see th e  
n u m b e r  o f ex K CC/NHS M anagers w ho 
have se t u p  o r m oved  to th e  p rivate  sec to r 
to m ilk  th e  cash  cow.

W ith th e  su b m itted  p lan n in g  app lica tion  
for th e  hosp ita l on  th e  B uckland site  it 
b e c a m e  e v id e n t th a t  th e re  w o u ld  be  
su rp lu s  land . I again  th ro u g h  th e  CCG had  
su p p o rt from  D r Crocker, th e ir  C hairm an, 
for th e  su rp lu s  lan d  to be  re ta in ed  for th e  
hosp ita l a t a fu tu re  date  to be  ex ten d ed  to 
in c lude  in te rm e d ia te  care facilities. Sadly, 
D r C ocker stood dow n from  th e  CCG and  
th e re a f te r  th e  CCG w ere  no  lo n g e r  
in te re s te d  in  in te rm e d ia te  care  facilities 
for B uckland  H ospital, possib ly  as th e ir  
C hair w as n ow  a GP from  Shepw ay. T h ey  
p ro m o ted  th e  n e e d  to use  p rivate  sec to r 
care  h o m es . A t a CCG m e e tin g  I 
challenged  if  care  h o m es h ad  suffic ien tly  
tra in ed  s ta ff w ith  m ed ica l qualifications.

T h is w as recogn ized  b u t CCG considered  
“crash  course tra in ing" w ou ld  reso lve the  
issue.

W ith  th e  la n d  n o w  so ld  fo r p riv a te  
d ev e lo p m en t (188 dw ellings) it is sad  to 
say  th e  C o m m u n ity  H o sp ita l w ith  
in te rm e d ia te  care  fac ilities th a t  D over 
could  have  had, in itia lly  in  a tow n  cen tre  
location , an d  la tte r ly  on  th e  su rp lu s  land, 
h as  b e e n  lo s t an d  m a n y  m an ag e rs  in  KCC 
a n d  L ocal H e a lth  m u s t a c c e p t th e  
re sponsib ility  for th e  loss.

O u r w o n d e rfu l N HS is a t b u rs tin g  p o in t 
a n d  from  m y  o w n  b u s in e s s  e x p e rie n c e  is 
still too  h e a v y  w ith  m id d le  m a n a g e rs  
a n d  d u p lic a t io n  a c ro s s  d if fe re n t  
b u s in e s s  s e c to rs  th a t  a re  s e e n  as 
“p ro te c te d  em pires" . A  c lassic  ex am p le  is 
I a t te n d e d  a H e a lth  a n d  W ellb e in g  
m e e tin g  a t DDC w h e n  on  th e  a g e n d a  w as 
in te rm e d ia te  ca re  fac ilities . A ll h e a d s  o f 
d e p a r tm e n ts  a t  KCC H e a lth /S o c ia l  
S erv ices an d  o u r  loca l h e a lth  a u th o r ity  
w e re  p re s e n t (I lo o k ed  u p  th e i r  sa la rie s  
a f te r  th e  m e e t in g  a n d  it  e x c e e d e d  
£ 2 .5 m ill io n  w ith o u t  th e  a d d it io n  o f  
p e n s io n  costs) a n d  a f te r  a le n g th y  d eb a te  
th e y  c o n c lu d e d  th e re  w as a n e e d  to se e k  
th e  d e f in it io n  o f  w h a t in te rm e d ia te  care  
w as a n d  fo rm  a w o rk in g  g roup . T h e  ch a ir  
a sk e d  w h o  w o u ld  lik e  to  b e  o n  th e  
w o rk in g  g ro u p  to  w h ic h  all re p lie d  th e y  
w a n te d  to be  in c lu d e d . I r e s t  m y  case  re 
o v e rs ta ffe d  a n d  o v e r  p a id  K C C /N H S 
m an ag e rs . M ore m o n e y  n e e d s  to  b e  p u t 
from  “adm in" to th e  h a rd  w o rk in g  “fro n t 
line".

H av ing  h ad  th is  as an  item  for m y  re p o r t 
over severa l y ea rs  an d  th e  fact it h a s  n ow  
re a c h e d  its  u lt im a te  c o n c lu s io n  w ith  
D over losing  a facility  th a t  it w ou ld  have 
h ad  if  th e  C o m m u n ity  H osp ita l h ad  b e e n  
d e liv ered  I shall no  lo n g er in c lu d e  th is  
issue  w ith in  an y  fu tu re  p lan n in g  repo rts .
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Sir Edward Wollaston Nadir Knocker (1838-1907)
Part I Martyn Webster

This is the fourth essay in m y series of 
essays focusing on the Knocker family and 

their three generations of Town Clerkships of 
Dover. Edward Wollaston Nadir Knocker, often 
referred to as Wollaston Knocker, reigned 
suprem e over and above all of them  and in 
1901 was knighted for his services. H e is 
believed to be the only Dover Town Clerk to 
have been  so honoured. Such is the m agnitude 
of his credentials that this essay devoted to 
h im  m ust be divided into two parts. I  can do no 
better that to quote directly, w ith appropriate 
editing here and there, from the words of the 
Dover Express itself in doing so. Dover surely 
stands unique in  this m an.

“Dover Express” Friday January 4th, 1901 
M em oir o f  Sir W ollaston Knocker

Sir Edward Wollaston Nadir Knocker was the 
second child and eldest son of M r Edward 
Knocker F.S.A., solicitor of Dover and his wife 
Elizabeth Mozier, daughter of Robert and 
Elizabeth Mozier, nee King, Walker of Dover. 
He was born  on Tuesday, July 17th, 1838 at 
Castle Hill H ouse w here he  died on Sunday 
the 22nd of Septem ber 1907 aged 69 years. His 
unusual second and third forenam es are a bit 
of a m ystery bu t it m ay be that Wollaston 
related to Thom as Vernon Wollaston (Vernon 
being a nam e given to his brother) (1822-1878), 
a noted entomologist, possibly a protege of his 
father. The nam e Nadir is another matter. He 
had  a keen  regard for the welfare, history and 
traditions of the ancient Cinque Port that was 
his birthplace, and his whole life was devoted 
to it; for w ith the exception of his school days 
spent in  Highgate and other brief intervals of 
absence the w hole of his three score years and 
n ine w ere spent in  Dover w here he  qualified 
for his position as a solicitor following in the 
steps of his father and throw ing h im self

Sir Wollaston Knocker (1838-1907)

earnestly into local affairs having m ade a 
nam e for h im self as the greatest of the Town 
Clerks of Dover. At the age of 24 he  m arried 
Clara Caroline daughter of M onsieur F.D. 
Chantrelle, of Bruges, Belgium, Chevalier of 
the Order of Leopold and Managing Director of 
the West Flanders Railway, their surviving 
fam ily consisting of four sons and  one 
daughter. His hered itary  association w ith 
Dover has already been  recounted.

A  great Ibw n  Clerk
The biographer of Sir Wollaston Knocker will 
find m uch to say respecting his active and 
useful career b u t the feature of his life standing 
out in  greatest prom inence was his position as 
Town Clerk and as far as the records of history 
afford inform ation he  appears to have been 
beyond all question the greatest Town Clerk
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Dover has ever had, w hether we regard the 
length of his term  - nearly  approaching 40 
years - or the great care and wise discretion 
m an ifested  in  th e  advice given to the 
C orporation. In  years past w hen  political 
fluctuations used to sweep one party  from 
power and bring in  another, at m unicipal 
banquets he used to playfully rem ark “M en 
m ay come and m en  m ay go bu t I go on for 
ever". He spoke that in  no disrespectful sense 
or flippant m anner for there never was a Town 
Clerk more loyal to the party  in  power or m ore 
respectful to the Mayor in office no m atter 
w hat h is view s or politics m ight be. 
Nevertheless the comings and goings in  the 
Council Cham ber during Sir Wollaston's term  
of Town Clerkship have been  very many. 
During his term  of office he saw about 144 
different m em bers in the Council, 22 different 
Mayors, 5 Surveyors (each of w hom  he had 
m ore or less to initiate in their duties); there 
w ere in his tim e 3 Recorders, 3 Treasurers, 2 
Clerks of the Peace, 2 Town Sergeants, 3 Clerks 
to the Magistrates, 2 Town Criers and 2 
Superintendents of the Police. In  every office 
there was one change or more. The personal 
changes that occurred since 1868 are quite 
equalled by  the transform ation that had been  
brought about in municipal affairs. Since he 
took office the tow n doubled in population and 
area. Legislation has year after year brought 
m an y  changes, som e few of the new  
enactm ents tending to simplify bu t the great 
num ber to complicate local governm ent. The 
dual system  of Town Council and Local Board 
w hich he  found w hen  he cam e into office has 
been  m erged in  one. Year after year additional 
legislation piled new  work on the Town Clerk's 
office. The change from open voting to vote by 
ballot entailed m uch labour in  its initiation. 
The boundaries of the Borough were three 
tim es extended in  Sir Wollaston's term  and 
twice had the Education laws m ade radical 
changes in adm inistration - the first making 
the C orporation responsible for enforcing 
school attendance, and the second making it 
the suprem e Educational Authority in  the

Borough. Both in his capacity as Town Clerk 
and as secretary of Dover College, the Town 
Clerk had  m uch to do w ith the administration 
of technical and  h igher education, the 
provisions of the last Education Act having 
nearly  doubled the work in  his office. In 
connection w ith the Local G overnm ent Act of 
1894 the Town Clerk initiated a schem e for 
merging the whole of the Borough of Dover 
into one parish  for civil purposes w hich 
entailed the appointm ent of the w hole of the 
overseers by the Corporation and to the Town 
Clerk fell the duty of being clerk to the new  
rates levying authority. A nother still greater 
change w hich Sir Wollaston recom m ended and 
organised was the consolidation of the 
Borough Debt and converting it into Dover 
stock. The introduction of the new  illum inant 
electricity entailed a great deal of labour in  the 
Town Clerk's office - labour that it was all the 
m ore difficult to perform  because the ground 
was new. The initial stages requ ired  
w atchfulness on the part of the Town Clerk to 
w arn the Council against too precipitate action 
on dangerous ground on the one hand, and on 
the other, against delaying action too long, and 
allowing outsiders to slip in  and secure a 
m onopoly. T he Town Clerk served the 
Corporation well in  that respect: powers were 
secured to the town by  his advice bu t w hen  the 
tim e for action the Council w ere too 
fainthearted to take the field, w ith the result 
that the powers w ere handed  over to a private 
com pany to be bought back at a later date. The 
whole action of the Council in this m atter had 
been  the subject of ho t debates, bu t there was 
no question as to the ability of the Town Clerk 
in perform ing the heavy and responsible work 
w hich the new  system  of illum ination in  its 
initiation cast on his departm ent. Even in  a 
greater degree the w idening of the town 
thoroughfares entailed official responsibilities 
on the Town Clerk, the work being m ore than 
doubled by  the contentions w hich arose as to 
the w ay that im provem ent should be carried 
out. It m ay be said that it was through great 
tribulation  th a t the schem e of street
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im provem ent was carried to a successful issue, 
b u t in  its com pletion  it has w orked a 
transform ation so that the Dover that the Town 
Clerk left was a far better one than  that w hich 
he  found w hen he  entered  on his duties. 
A nother great work was the introduction of the 
electric trams. Sir Wollaston Knocker together 
w ith Mr Stilgoe, the Surveyor, took the official 
burden  of the inception of that great charge on 
their shoulders and seeing that Dover was then  
leading the m unicipalities and had  no other 
Corporation owning electric tram s from w hich 
to gather experience, it m ay be fairly said that 
the Town Clerk piloted well in  that critical 
period. The ne t result of those works of street 
widening, electric lighting and electric tram s 
had  been  to raise Dover from the third rank to 
a first rank  provincial tow n. D uring Sir 
Wollaston's te rm  of office Dover life was 
brightened by the provision of facilities for 
recreation in  the Park, the Granville Gardens, 
the Baths the Danes and the Athletic Ground 
and in  respect to all these the Town Clerk 
w orked w ith  the ardour of a patrio tic 
tow nsm an quite apart from m ere official 
responsibility. For improving the seafront he 
both as a professional and as an individual 
tow nsm an was greatly interested in obtaining 
and adm inistering the East Cliff Sea Defences 
Act and for bettering the condition of the 
people it becam e his duty to pu t in force in the 
Borough the Artisans Dwellings Act and the 
A llotm ent Acts and during his tim e there 
sprang up an entirely new  preventive section 
of the sanitary departm ent including a system 
of sanitary oversight, an Isolation Hospital and 
a system  of inspection to ensure that the 
people w ere supplied w ith wholesom e food 
and drink com pared w ith the go-as-you-please 
system  of 40 years previously. All these 
changes am ounted to a revolution and in 
giving effect to new  enactm ents and rem edial 
schem es the Town Clerk had  been  the pivot on 
w hich the m achinery  had  m oved and its 
sm ooth working had been  due to his power of 
initiation, tact and  good judgem ent. Sir 
Wollaston was by far the longest of all the town

clerks and as in earlier tim es the appointm ent 
was usually for one year, so it is probable that 
if we had  a perfect list of all the previous town 
clerks the late Town Clerk's record would not 
have been  broken. It is 47 years since a town 
clerk died in  office. That was Mr Thomas 
Baker Bass. Previous to that there is no record 
of the tow n clerk's death in office and it is 
possible that such an occasion was rare. All of 
his life' work as Town Clerk and solicitor was 
conducted in the Town Clerk's office w hich 
w ould appear to have b een  specially 
constructed to the right side of his residence at 
Castle Hill House. This is still clearly evident 
today. All of the day to day business was 
m inuted  by  hand  in yearly ledgers and only 
after his death did it take prin ted  form. These 
archives are now  kept at Maidstone in  their 
entirety

A n  officer o f  the Cinque Ports
As an officer of the Cinque Ports Sir Wollaston 
had  fully caught the enthusiasm  m anifested by 
his father in that ancient Confederation. He 
was appointed Registrar of the Ports as the 
successor of his father in 1875 and was m ade 
solicitor of the ports on the occasion of the 
Court of Brotherhood and Guestling being held 
at Dover in  1887. He also filled the office of 
Seneschal of the Grand Court of Shepway on 
three occasions, the first being w hen  the court 
was formed on Bredenstone Hill on 22nd June 
1892 for the adm inistration of the ancient oath 
to the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava as Lord 
Warden of the Cinque Ports; and on two 
subsequent occasions w hen the Marquis of 
Salisbury and Lord Curzon were severally 
installed, the court on both those occasions 
being formed in  Dover College grounds. In 
each of these historic scenes although the Lord 
Wardens w ere the central figures, the guiding 
spirit of those g reat cerem onies was Sir 
Wollaston Knocker, who, by  his m asterly  
m anagem ent, infused into the proceedings the 
odour and realism of antiquity. He was an 
equally im portant factor in  the arrangem ents 
o f the two Courts of B rotherhood and
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Guestling of the Cinque Ports w hich were held 
at Dover on the occasions of Q ueen Victoria's 
Jubilees in the sum m ers of 1887 and 1897. 
Installations are held at Dover in  accordance 
w ith  anc ien t custom , b u t the Courts of 
B rotherhood and  G uestling w ere m ost 
frequently held at other ports, and those two 
Courts of Brotherhood and Guestling were 
convened at Dover through the influence that 
Sir Wollaston w ielded throughout the Cinque 
Ports, it being an interesting fact that w hen  the 
court was held  at Dover in  1887 there had  not 
been  a similar gathering at this port since 1599. 
To organise such a gathering after an interval 
of 288 years required no little reconstructive 
skill; b u t everything was so well arranged the 
m eeting aroused a great revival of interest in 
the affairs of the Cinque Ports. The event 
w hich Sir Wollaston threw  him self into w ith 
the greatest zeal for the ports was the 
Coronation of King Edward VII. A great effort 
was m ade on that occasion to revive in  all their 
picturesque details the provision and bearing 
of canopies over their Majesties King Edward 
and Q ueen Alexandra in W estminster Abbey 
according to the custom of m any centuries. On 
the com m ittee appointed to claim privileges 
and to carry out the cerem ony, Sir Wollaston 
who had  then  recently  been  knighted, as 
Registrar of the Cinque Ports, was nam ed first 
after the Speaker of the Ports, and on Sir 
Wollaston devolved the greater part of the 
work. The privileges of the Cinque Ports 
having been  dropped at the coronations of 
King William IV and Q ueen Victoria, it was no 
easy task to get the old m achinery into going 
order again. So well was the case of the Cinque 
Ports p u t in  the position, in  w hich  Sir 
Wollaston secured the assistance of the late Mr 
F.A. Inderwick K.C., in  drawing up, that the 
claims of the Cinque Ports to send Barons to 
b ear the canopies w ere allowed w ithout 
reserve, bu t it was stated tha t as there w ould be 
no procession to and from the Abbey there 
w ould be no n eed  of canopies b u t the 
privileges of the  Ports to act on future 
occasions w ould not be prejudiced. With less

persistent defenders of privileges this answer 
w ould have settled  the m atter; b u t the 
Comm ittee of Privileges renew ed their suit 
and prayed the Barons of the Cinque Ports to 
be allowed to attend w ith the canopies at the 
Abbey to receive the ir M ajesties as they  
arrived and  departed  to and  from  the 
Coronation. Eventually it was decided that 
there w ere to be no canopies, bu t special 
places w ere secured for the selected Barons of 
the Ports in  the Abbey, and  during the 
cerem ony they  betw een them  bore the four 
standards of Ireland, Scotland, England, and 
the Union, and lowered them  in hom age to the 
King as he  passed into th e  choir. The 
substitution of duty was a compromise bu t it 
gave the dignified position of the Barons of the 
Ports an  honour that was largely due to the tact 
and perseverance of Sir Wollaston in  his 
capacity as Solicitor of the Ports. He has since 
taken part in other Cinque Ports' business bu t 
that was his last great work. He has also striven 
to secure the installation of His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales as Lord Warden at Dover 
and it was a disappointm ent to h im  that that 
could no t be arranged. This sam e right was 
enacted at the coronation of Elizabeth II in 
1953.

A s a volunteer officer
The longest period of public service w hich Sir 
W ollaston Knocker rendered  w as as a 
Volunteer. He jo in ed  the C inque Ports 
Volunteers in  1859, a young m an of 21 years, 
and he  rem ained  in  the service, passing 
through grade after grade up to the highest, 
receiving as recognition for h is patrio tic 
sacrifices the distinctions of V.D., and C.B. 
Fam ily traditions no doubt in sp ired  the 
Knockers to join the Volunteers (for his brother 
and  h is son have attained distinction as 
Volunteer officers). Sir Wollaston's grandfather 
in the days of Lord Warden Pitt, was the oldest 
V olunteer officer in  Dover. Capt. William 
Knocker was w ith the Dover Volunteers on 
23rd October 1803 w hen eight companies of 
them , dressed for the first tim e in  their scarlet
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regimentals, paraded on the Ropewalk (i.e. the 
seafront), and m arched w ith Colonel the Right 
Hon. W Pitt at their head to Maison Dieu 
Fields; and again on 22nd Decem ber 1807 the 
Dover Volunteers m arched from the Ropewalk 
to the Northfall Meadow. William Knocker, 
riding in  front of them  as the oldest captain. As 
w e have said, young Edward W ollaston 
Knocker joined the Volunteers at Dover in 
1859, was Ensign and in  1862, L ieutenant in 
1863, and  on the re tirem en t of Mr J.G. 
Churchw ard from the com m and of the Dover 
Com pany in  1864, attained the rank of Captain 
C om m andant. He com m anded the Dover 
Com pany until his prom otion to the rank of 
Major in the year 1872 on w hich occasion he 
was presented by  the Dover Com pany w ith a 
sword and spurs, w hich he  has used ever since. 
He was prom oted to the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel in 1874. In that year the two battalions 
in  East Kent, the 4th East Kent and the 2nd 
Cinque Ports, w ere consolidated into one 
battalion, and Major Knocker, who up to that 
tim e had  been  of the Cinque Ports Battalion, 
becam e Lt-Col by  seniority. From that time, 
and for 30 years after he com m anded the East 
Kent Battalion of the Rifle Volunteers. In the 
year 1874 no less than  18 officers of the 
battalion and 538 m en  w ere present at the 
Easter m anoeuvres at Dover. In 1892 Lt-Col 
Knocker was raised to the rank of Hon. 
Colonel. He had  com m anded the regim ent 
m ore than  a quarter of a century  w hen  the 
Transvaal w ar broke out and the tim e limit 
required his re tirem ent b u t his tim e was 
extended and during that great national crisis 
no less than  200 m en  from his battalion w ent 
to the front and participated in  active service. 
After the w ar he  retired w ith the distinction of 
30 years' service and of having been  one of the 
m ost useful Volunteer officers that have served 
their country.

A s a  lawyer
The pursuits of Sir Wollaston Knocker as 
already detailed might lead to the im pression 
that in his profession as a law yer he  did little;

bu t that w ould be a wrong im pression. He did 
no t figure m uch as an advocate, no r did he 
shine as a public speaker, bu t as a reliable 
solicitor he  fully m aintained the reputation 
gained by his father and grandfather. The 
business of his firm  seldom cam e into the Law 
Courts and the fact that he  was in  m ost cases 
able to protect his clients' interests w ithout 
appeal to the Courts was one of his distinctions 
as a solicitor.

A s a  literary m an
Least of all am idst his m any avocations would 
it be expected that Sir Wollaston Knocker 
would be able to devote any tim e to literature. 
Nevertheless, he was keenly  interested in  the 
branches of literature w hich dealt w ith history 
and antiquities. It is very probable that if his 
life had  been  spared another ten  years, he 
m ight have found tim e in  the evening of life, to 
em ula te  h is father, and  to have left a 
substantial com pendium  of h istoric facts 
im m ediately associated w ith Dover and the 
Cinque Ports. It is one of the great losses that 
we have to sustain in connection w ith his 
death that w ith the resources at his com m and 
h e  did n o t live to carry  ou t th a t work. 
Fortunately he  has done som ething in  that 
direction.

If the m inute books of the Dover Corporation 
w ere searched from the year 1868 to the 
present time, there w ould be found, scattered 
over the 39 years, copies of an enorm ous 
collection of addresses w hich Sir Wollaston 
drafted  for p resen ta tion  to all sorts and  
conditions of 'illustrious personages'. He was 
an adept at such composition, and if those 
addresses w ere collected in  one volume, it 
would be a unique production, and municipal 
rarity. Also through those m inutes w ould be 
found num erous carefully compiled votes of 
thanks given to m ayors and  o thers in 
recognition of public services. He, in preparing 
those resolutions, h ad  the knack of 
compressing into a few well chosen sentences 
the w ork of a year or the features of a great
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event. M any such resolutions of 
com m endation are m ural ornam ents of w hich 
the owners are proud.

A nother valuable work of a literary character 
w hich Sir Wollaston has left is a th in  folio 
volume, illustrated, relating to the regalia, 
m unim ents and officials of the Corporation. It 
contains a list of the Mayors from the tim e of 
the Conquest and lists, so far as they  are 
know n, the tow n clerks, stewards, and 
recorders; illustrations of the Corporation 
plate, mace, seals, etc.; lists of pictures; and 
particulars of charities. It is no t a large work, 
bu t one of great value.

Another valuable contribution is a thin quarto 
(illustrated), containing a record of the 
Coronation of their Majesties King Edward VI 
and Q ueen Alexandra, as far as it was associated 
w ith the ancient privileges of the Cinque Ports; 
and it also contains valuable inform ation 
relating to the part taken by the Cinque Ports in 
previous Coronations. The frontispiece of this 
book consists of a group of the 18 Barons who 
attended the Coronation, in w hich there is a 
lifelike portrait of Sir Wollaston Knocker 
standing beside the Speaker of the Ports.

Sir Wollaston Knocker has, we believe, 
contributed various articles on local topics to 
publications. In “Bygone Kent", a volum e issued 
in 1892 he contributed a very interesting article 
on Dover Castle, dealing w ith its history from 
the earliest times down to date. In its conclusion 
he rem arks if there is bu t little other similarity 
betw een Dover Castle of the early Christian era 
and Dover Castle in  1892, the sound of 
discipline and trum pets still exists w ithin its 
walls. He modestly adds this paper cannot lay 
claim to be original or to contain anything new; 
it is only an attem pt to give a few facts upon a 
large subject deserving a better hand and more 
extended treatm ent. “Bygone Kent" is in  the 
Proprietary Library and the library is also 
enriched by 30 volumes of extracts from the 
“Gentleman's Magazine" on historic antiquarian

and topographical subjects presented by  Sir 
Wollaston Knocker and affording a fair index to 
the literary ben t of his mind.

As the successor of his father, he  was the 
honorary librarian of the Dover Corporation. 
In that capacity he  had  no t m uch to do, 
because his father spent several years of the 
latter part of his life in  collecting, arranging 
and classifying the records of Dover w hich are 
deposited in  the new  m unim en t cabinet in  the 
council chamber. Sir Wollaston esteem ed the 
appointm ent for one reason because the office 
was created as a com plim ent to his father, to 
continue his association w ith the corporation.

A s a churchm an
Sir Wollaston Knocker as a m em ber of the 
Church of England held broad evangelistic 
views. Like his father, he  took great interest in 
the Parish of St Jam es the Apostle, and after 
restoration of the old church in 1869, he 
regularly attached him self to the place of 
worship w here he had a Bible class, trained the 
choir and acted as organist. It has been  
rem arked that it is the busy m an who does 
things that idle m en  cannot find tim e to do. It 
was so w ith Sir Wollaston - his occupations lay 
in all directions, bu t it is possible that for a good 
num ber of years he  found his keenest delight 
in the Christian work in  w hich he  took part in 
the ancient church of St James, (now  bu t a tidy 
ruin) w hich stood bu t a few feet from his front 
door. His choir practices choir outings and 
choir suppers were events to w hich some now 
no longer young enough to be claimed as 
choirboys look back w ith interest. It is a m atter 
of interest that only three weeks before his 
death he  entertained the united choirs of the 
two churches to breakfast on the day of their 
first united outing, and a group photograph was 
taken by  Mr C.S Harris contains a very good 
photograph of Sir Wollaston in the m idst of the 
choir (photo now  lost). In  the old church with 
w hich he was so closely associated a part of the 
simple service connected with his funeral took 
place (to be recounted in  the next essay)
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Single, Double, Twin & Family En-suites 
available w ith free parking & Wi-Fi.

Barry & Di French Tel: 01304 204033 
www.maisondieu.co.uk

Dover Society 
Newsletter Binders

Available at £5.25 each 
Contact the editor at:

8 Cherry Tree Avenue 
Dover, CT16 2NL 
Tbl: 01304 213668 

Email: Alan.Lee1947@ntlworld.com

http://www.maisondieu.co.uk
mailto:Alan.Lee1947@ntlworld.com
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T h e fo llo w in g  a r tic le  w as su b m itte d  b y  o u r  C h airm an  D erek  L each.
I t  is  n o t  k n o w n  w h e n  i t  w as w r itte n

Reminiscences of Mrs Bailey
From The Dover Express 30th April 1909

T his is  the story o f  Dover a cen tu ry  ago as to ld  b y  Mrs A n n  B ailey aged 94 in  1909

In  the y ear o f Waterloo Ann, daughter o f 
Edward Fry, w as bo rn  in  the 1ittle double

fronted D utch tiled house nex t above the saw 
m ill off C harlton Green. The quain t old 
dwelling is there  still, b u t A nn  Fry w ho sixty 
five years ago b y  m arriage changed h e r  nam e 
to Bailey, and has b een  fifty six years a 
window, now  lives at 4 Trevanion Place 
overlooking old St. Jam es' churchyard  w here 
h e r daughter carefully and  devotedly attends 
her. A lthough she is six years short o f a 
centenarian , h e r  m ind  is clear, h e r  spirits 
good and  h e r  m em ory  rem arkable. By the aid 
o f spectacles, Mrs Bailey can see to read 
com fortably and  if  those w ho converse w ith 
h e r speak up, she can h ea r w ell enough to 
give clear and  graphic replies, especially if  
the questions relate to h e r  favourite topic 'Old 
Dover'. As points relating to long gone past 
are raised she, w ith an im ated  speech and 
m an y  a m e rry  laugh, tells o f the fun of 
C harlton Fair, o f the quain t doings at the 
parish church before it w as rebuilt in  1827, 
and o ther curious facts about Dover for this 
m arvellous old lady has lived u n d er five 
sovereigns, George III and  IV, William IV, 
Victoria and Edward VII. H er story o f old 
Dover, w hich  we are sure w ill in terest our 
readers, w e will give, as nearly  as possible, in  
h e r ow n words.

Biggin Street, 1909

IN THE YEAR OF WATERLOO 
I w as b o rn  at C harlton  G reen  on  19th 
Septem ber 1815. Edward Fry w as m y  father. 
H e w as a cooper an d  w orked  for M r 
Kingsford at the C harlton Oil Mills and  also 
for M r Walker at the brew ery, w hich is now  
Leney's.

ABOUT CHARLTON GREEN 
Charlton G reen has changed a good b it since 
I w as a child. O ne of m y  p laym ates w as the 
la te  M r G eorge C lark w ho sta rted  the 
nurseries. Right before ou r door ju s t over the 
river w as St. M ary's W orkhouse. I often used 
to be taken  over there  to see the inm ates. M r 
Birch, w ho w as afterw ards M ayor of Dover 
had  to do w ith  it. Charlton Mill w as w here it 
is now  before I w as born . W hen I w as a child 
it w as ow ned b y  M r Kingsford w ho lived in  
the big house dow n below, w hich afterw ards 
w as ow ned by  D r Sillery. T he m ill w as used  
for grinding corn  in  the su m m er and  for 
crushing oil seed in  the w in te r and a very 
noisy m ill it w as in  the w in te r w ith  its 
stam pers. T here w as no bridge across the 
river only  a p lank  for foot passengers. The 
waggons, carts, ho rsem en  and  cattle used to 
splash through the water. T here w ere great 
doings on  the g reen  at Charlton Fair w hich 
w as always held  on quarter day, 6 th  July. 
T here used  to be swings and  stalls and  booths 
all dow n each side of the road. M y father paid 
for m e to go on  the swings.

CHARLTON OLD CHURCH 
W hen I w as a child C harlton C hurch stood 
close b y  th e  river. It w as a poor little place 
b u t w as m ade larger in  1827. I u sed  to go 
there  before th a t tim e, b u t th ey  only had  
services once a fortnight. T he Rector w as
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th e n  M r M onins, a very  good m an  or so th ey  
said, bu t he  usually  sen t h is curate from 
Ringwould to p reach  at C harlton w ho rode 
over on  a donkey. I w as one of the singers 
and  so w as m y  husband. T here w as no organ 
then , bu t there  w as a clarionette, a serpent, a 
big bass viol and  o ther instrum ents . T here 
w as no  house at all below  C harlton G reen 
except M r Kingsford's and  th ree  old cottages 
tow ards w here the bottom  of Park A venue 
now  is, un til you  cam e to A shen  Tree Lane 
Dairy. The road dow n th a t w ay  w as called 
C harlton Back Road, and  the land  beside it 
w as called G orely's fields on the one side and 
the M aison D ieu Park on the other. T here 
w as a wall round  the Park un til M r Moxon, 
the contractor pulled  it dow n and  built Brook 
H ouse there. T here w as ano ther big fair tha t 
lasted  a w eek  th a t w as B artholom ew 's Fair 
kep t at Buckland by  C hapel Hill.

A  CHARLTON EXECUTION 
T here w as m u ch  talk  o f th e  execution at 
Black H orse Lane C harlton w h en  I w as a 
child. I rem em b er seeing the m an  there  and 
I shall n ev e r forget it. T hat w as w h en  I was 
seven years old. It w as young  Spence w ho 
shot at an  officer o f the coastguards. Spence's 
people and  the officer's people lived in  
D over and  so there  w as a great to do w hen  
Spence w as hung. I rem em b er m y  school 
teach er he ld  m e up  to see the  poor fellow. I 
can  see h im  now. I did feel sorry  for him . 
T he exact place o f execution w as at the four 
cross roads ju s t w here  the road now  leads up 
to Tower H am lets, a little below  the Turnpike 
Gate w hich M r Bottle, the fa ther o f M r 
A lexander Bottle the chem ist th e n  kept. 
A lexander Jo h n  Spence w as hanged  on 
Friday, 9 th  A ugust 1822 for shooting  
L ieu ten an t Philip  G raham  o f th e  Coast 
Blockade. H e w ould have b een  22 years o f 
age on  the following day.

DOVER SCHOOLS IN 1820s 
I w en t to school in  Q ueen  Street, no t to the 
C harity School b u t to the Quaker's. T here

w ere  a good m a n y  w ell to do D over Q uakers 
w ho k ep t u p  th a t school: th e re  w ere the 
Poulters, Reynolds, H orsnails and  others. 
T h ey  afterw ards bu ilt a larger p lace a t the 
foot o f D urham  Hill and  called it th e  Girls' 
School o f Industry .

CHANGES AT TH E MAISON DIEU 
W hen I left ho m e at C harlton  G reen  to go 
in to  serv ice I w en t as a se rvan t to young  M r 
W alker w hose fa ther started  the  b rew ery  
w hich  L eney 's now  have. Young M r W alker 
lived in  a good large house  w hich  had  a fine 
garden  righ t w here  the Prince A lbert now  
stands a t th e  top  o f Biggin S treet. T he old 
P rio ry  w as ju s t  b e h in d  u s  w ith  its 
farm house and  ponds, and  th ere  w ere no 
o th e r houses th a t w ay  un til yo u  cam e to 
M axton. I lived w ith  M r W alker th ere  w h en  
th e  M aison  D ieu  w as b o u g h t b y  th e  
C orporation  and  tu rn e d  in to  a gaol after 
w h ich  the old gaol in  th e  M arket Place w as 
closed. W hile I rem a in ed  in  M r W alker's 
serv ice he  m oved  to a n ew  house  th a t w as 
bu ilt for h im  at A lfred Place.

ST. JAME'S PARISH FOLK 80 YEARS AGO 
T here  w as no  Castle S treet th e n  and  no 
o th e r houses th e re  except M r Jek en 's  Castle 
H ill H ouse, w h ich  is now  th e  Town C lerk 's 
Office, and  A shen  Tree Dairy. W here Castle 
S treet is now  th ere  w ere m eadow s and  
gardens, b u t th ere  w as th e  old road called 
S tem brook w hich  ran  from  th e  back  o f St 
M ary 's C hurch  th rough  the river w ithou t 
an y  bridge and  w en t to D olphin  Lane to the 
brew ery . T here  w ere  som e big houses about 
th e re  th en . Old M r W alker o f th e  b rew ery  
lived in  a large house  in  St. Jam es ' Street. 
M r P eter Fector's residence  w as at Fector's 
Place w here  th e  gas offices are. M r Jo h n  
F inn is and  M r George S tringer h ad  houses 
in  D o lp h in  L ane b u t M r Jo h n  F in n is  
afterw ards m oved  and  h ad  h is tim b er yard  
in  Biggin Street. M r George S tringer w as a 
fa rm er from  W hitfield and  h ad  a long b a rn  
w here  Castle Place Cottages u sed  to stand
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and  V ictoria Park  w as th e n  called  S tringer's 
Field. A dm iral Bazely had  a house  in  St. 
Jam es ' S treet beside Fox Passage and  I 
reco llect M r Edw ard K nocker com ing to 
Castle H ill H ouse. I also rem em b er his 
fa ther M r W illiam  Knocker. H e had  to do 
w ith  th e  H arbou r and  I have often  seen  h im  
w alking arm  in  arm  w ith  th e  old D uke of 
W ellington to th e  chu rch  th e re  (St. Jam es' 
Old C hurch) to hold  the  A dm iralty  Court. 
M r W illiam  K nocker u sed  to live dow n b y  
th e  York H otel w here  th e  E splanade now  is. 
H e afterw ards had  a house  and  a p ap e r m ill 
at B ushy Ruff. T here  w as a good lot o f 
sm uggling  done w h e n  I w as a g irl at 
C harlton . T he  se a m e n  u se d  to b rin g  
beau tifu l lace gloves and  silk. M y father 
w ould  have no th ing  to do w ith  Smuggling, 
on ly  som etim es he  b o ugh t th ings from  
them . T h ey  all did it in  those days.

REMINISCENCES OF TH E 1840s 
I w as m arrie d  in  1845 and  cam e to live h ere  
at 4 T revanion Place an d  have lived h ere  
ev er since. M r T revanion 's house  w as about 
h e re  b u t  it  w as b e fo re  m y  tim e . I 
u n d e rs tan d  h e  ow ned  n e a rly  all th e  land  
h ere  and  up  to L aureston  w h ich  w as called 
Little W aldershare. W hen  I lived a t A lfred 
Place w ith  M r W alker th e re  w as on ly  a little 
w ooden  house  up  th e re  and  M r Fector 
afterw ards b u ilt L aureston  H ouse th e re ; all 
th e  o th e r p a r t w as th e n  w ood an d  w arren . 
W ilson  G ates h ad  h is  fa rm  b es id e  
T revanion  S tree t and  on  th e  o th e r side of 
W oolcom ber S tree t n e a r  th e  sea  w as 
C larence H ouse w here  M adam  Rice lived. 
She h ad  a very  large gard en  all dow n th e  
side o f U p p er Townw all S tree t and  in  all the  
tall e lm  tree s  th e re  w as a rookery . M adam  
Rice w as a v e ry  fine  lad y ; she  w ore 
w o nderfu lly  big bonne ts , b u t n ev e r gloves 
because  she said it w ore th em  out. She k ep t 
a carriage and  p a ir  close b y  h e r  garden . O n 
th e  side o f W oolcom ber S tree t w as th e  
Q uakers' b u ria l g round  b u t th e y  did n o t 
b u ry  anyone  th e re  in  m y  reco llection . I

re m e m b e r th e  R ound H ouse in  Townw all 
S tree t be in g  b u ilt b y  M r Jo h n  Shipdem , the  
Town Clerk. T h ey  said  he  b u ilt it ro u n d  so 
th a t th e  devil shou ld  n o t catch  h im  in  a 
corner. Before he  b u ilt th a t house  th e re  w as 
a b lack  ho le  th e re  w h ere  th e y  u sed  to p u t 
p risoners . W oolcom ber S tree t h ad  b e e n  a 
good deal changed . T h ere  w ere  v e ry  old 
ho u ses w h ere  E xhibition  Place is b u t I 
c a n n o t say  if  th e y  b e lo n g e d  to th e  
W oolcom bers w ho gave th e  n a m e  to the 
stree t. M r M arsh, the  M ayor's Sergeant, 
lived in  one o f th em . I re m e m b e r th e  old 
R ectory H ouse a t the  co rn e r o f St. Jam es ' 
S tree t and  W oolcom ber S treet be in g  taken  
dow n after I cam e to live there . It reach ed  
n ea rly  up  to th e  ch u rch  and  m ade  the  
e n tra n c e  to  W oolcom ber S tree t and  
T revanion S tree t v e ry  narrow . I can n o t 
re m e m b e r an y th in g  abou t St. Jam es ' Poor 
H ouse w h ich  w as in  W oolcom ber Street, 
b u t m y  hu sb an d 's  father, R ichard Bailey, 
w as a verger a t Old St. Jam es ' C hurch  and  
th e y  u sed  to p ay  th e  Poor R elief in  the  
v estry  before  th e  D over U n ion  w as form ed.

TH E CONTRAST W ITH  LATER YEARS 
M y husband  died in  1853 w h en  I w as left 
w ith  tw o ch ild ren  w ho are still living. 
A lthough I have b e e n  56 years  a w idow  I 
have n ev e r had  parish  re lie f b u t am  having 
th e  O ld Age P en sio n  n o w  a n d  th e  
g en tlem an  w ho cam e to see m e  w as very  
kind, and  hoped  I should  live long to enjoy 
it. I could have told you  a g reat deal m ore 
abou t old Dover, b u t th e  tow n  h as so 
changed  and  so grow n since I w as a child 
th a t it is hard ly  the  sam e place. W hen I w as 
a child  th ere  w ere  b u t two houses on the 
seafront, Sm ith 's Folly u n d e r  th e  Castle and 
the  York H otel b y  th e  harbour. T he bay  
outside th e  river w as a w ide stre tch  of 
shingle u sed  as a ropew alk  and  as a M ilitary 
Parade. T h e re  w ere  no  railw ays, no  
steam boats, no  gaslight. I do n 't know  w hat 
the  popu la tion  w as b u t it could n o t have 
b e e n  m u ch  a fter it is now.
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Britannia 
Coaches

BRITANNIA HOUSE  
HOLLOW WOOD ROAD 

DOVER C T 17 0U B

Tel: 01304 228111 
Fax: 01304 215350

8 - 1 6  seat 
Luxury Minicoaches

Wheelchair-accessible 
Vehicles available

Mowll & Mowll
S O L I C I T O R S  ■ ■

Residential & Commercial Property 

Wills Probate & Trusts 

Elderly Client Advice 

Civil & Commercial Litigation 

Company & Business Law 

Family 

Family Mediation

Telephone 01304 873344
Fax 01304 873355

www.mowll.co.uk

Trafalgar House Gordon Road Whitfield 
Dover Kent CT16 3PN

B U I L D I N G  &  P R O P E R T Y  M A I N T E N A N C E

For all your Building &
Maintenance Needs

P r o p e r ty  M a in te n a n c e  P a in tin g  &  D e c o r a t in g  L o ft  C o n v e r s io n s
F o u n d a tio n s  &  D r a in a g e  R o a d s  &  D r iv e w a y s  R o o fs  &  F a sc ia s
In su r a n c e  W o r k  U n d e r ta k e n  N e w  B u ild s  E x te n s io n s

Free Estimates W hy Move ... Improve!
01304 210565  

F ax: 0 1 3 0 4  2 0 8 8 2 2  M o b : 0 7 8 8 5  2 1 2 4 7 3
a n g e la @ d o v e r b u ild in g .c o .u k  

P le a se  ca ll in to  o u r  o ffic e  an d  sp e a k  to  A n g e la
4 L o n d o n  R o a d , D over , K e n t  C T 1 7  0 S T

http://www.mowll.co.uk
mailto:angela@doverbuilding.co.uk
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Pets Arcadia &
Aquatics

Es t. 1937
16 High Street, Dover, Kent, CT16 1DR 

Tel: 01304 206432 
Email: petshopsteve@gmail.co.uk 

Website: www.petsarcadiaquatics.com

Wild Bird Requirements
Bulk Peanuts, Seeds, Sunflower Hearts

Pond Fish Specialists
Tropical and Cold Water Fish 

and much, much, more!

10% discount for Dover 
Society Members

Curiosity of louer
17 Cannon Street, Dover CT16 1BZ Tel 01304 202621 «
Curiosity of Dover probably have one of the largest collections of 

Swarovski Silver Crystal in East Kent. They also have 
Border Fine Arts, Florence Figurines and Capo Di Monte.

Call in to see the extensive range of Moorcraft Pottery and 
top quality jewellery, including Murano Glass,

Freshwater Pearls and Amber Jewellery.

We have designer sunglasses and exclusive hand-made handbags 
and many other quality gift items for you, or for you to give.

Come and have a browse and discover why it’s called

“Curiosity of Dover”

mailto:petshopsteve@gmail.co.uk
http://www.petsarcadiaquatics.com
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Application for Membership
Annual Subscription: Individual - £6

Joint membership - £10 

Payable on 31 st March

Name & Title ................
2nd Name & Title (joint membership) ................
Address ......................................................................
................................................................  Postcode
Telephone .......................................... Email

Please make cheques payable to the Dover Society and send to the Membership 
Secretary, Mrs Sheila Cope, 53 ParkAvenue, Dover CT16 IHD. If you prefer to pay by bank 
transfer or standing order please contact us.

D ata Protection
The Dover Society holds personal data i.e. names, addresses, email and telephone contact details 
electronically. We will only use them for sending Newsletters, related local infor-mation and news 
about our projects and forthcoming events. Telephone numbers will be used when quick contact is 
necessary relating to subscriptions or clarifying booking details for an event.

I consent to my data being held and used in this way by The Dover Society. d l
(*Please tick box)

If you have a preference for how we contact you, please let us know.

Signed:.......................................................  D ate :......................................

You can change your preferences or withdraw consent at any time by contacting us at: 
secretary@thedoversociety. co.uk.

G ift A id
The Gift Aid Legislation allows us to reclaim basic tax rate on your subscription and any donations. 
To do so, The Dover Society will provide your details to HMRC. Please state that you are happy for 
us to do this by signing the declaration below. This will come into effect from the date of signing 
and you can change your mind and withdraw consent at any time. [You must be a UK taxpayer and 
pay an amount of income tax or capital gains tax we re-claim on your subscription or donation.] For 
joint membership, the first named is asked to sign as the taxpayer.

I wish/do not wish* the Dover Society to benefit from the Gift Aid. (* Delete as applicable)

Signed:.......................................................  D ate :........................................

P ractical H elp
I/We could sometimes give practical help with the following (please tick relevant sections)

Social events □  Writing for newsletter □  Projects e.g. clearance, surveys □

Photography □  Any other interests or expertise .....................................................................



Guests are welcom e a t all m eetings including the A nnual General M eeting a t which only  
m em bers can vote. You m a y  jo in  a n d  p a y  on the n igh t a n d  be eligible to vote.

2018
July 14 
Saturday

Ypres and the Menin Gate
I’m  sorry to tell you th a t cancel this trip  has b een  cancelled due to the  low 
uptake. Those of you that have booked and paid, will receive a full re fund  by 
the  Treasurer as soon as possible.

Friday14th to 
Monday 17th 
September 
£285.00

October 15 
Monday 7.30

Liverpool and the Tbrracotta Army
The group will stay at the Mercure Chester North located conveniently for 
Liverpool and close to Chester. The stay will be on a half board basis (dinner, 
bed and breakfast). The outing will include; a day in Liverpool with a guided tour 
including a visit to the National Museum Liverpool for the Terracotta Army 
Exhibition, the Mersey Ferry Experience and the Beatles Exhibition. A visit to 
Chester. Time at the National Arboretum.

A single room supplement of £70 to be added to the cost for those not wishing to 
share. A non-refundable deposit of £50 will be required when booking. Cheques 
payable to: “The Dover Society”. Return to; Patricia Hooper-Sherratt, Castle Lea, 
Taswell Street, Dover, CT16 1SG Tel: 01304 228129

Pick-up points:
Railway Bell 07.30; Frith Road 07.40; Maison Dieu Rd (Brook House) car park 07.50

Speakers: David Gilchrist
“William Burges, Dover Town Hall and Cardiff Castle restorer”
Brian Flood

“Dover Trams”

November 19 Speakers: Charles Holland
Monday 7.30 “ChalkUp21 Trail”

John Pegg (to be confirmed)
“Western Heights Commonwealth War Memorial”

D ecem ber 2 The Dover Society  Christm as Lunch
Sunday O ur C hristm as L unch will be held  in  the  Stone H all in  the  M aison Dieu, our
12.30 Drinks m agnificent historical Ttiwn Hall. T here will be  a welcom e drink and a th ree
1pm  L unch course m eal w ith coffee and m ints. O ther drinks m ay be purchased at the  Bar.
£25.00 pp E ntertainm ent will be  by 3’s Com pany. T  book please com plete the  form

enclosed. Cheques payable to: “The Dover Society” re tu rn  to; Beverley Hall, 61 
Castle Avenue, Dover CT16 1EZ Tel: 01304 202646. If  a receip t is requ ired  please 
enclose a S.A.E.

All indoor meetings are held at St. Mary's Parish Centre 
Non-members are welcome on all society outings, p lease book as early as possible
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