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C  The Objectives of  ̂  
the Dover Society

founded in 1988.

• to promote high standards of 
planning and architecture

• to interest and inform the 
public in the geography, 
history, archeology, natural 
history and architecture of 
the area

• to secure the preservation, 
protection, development and 
improvement of features of 
historic or public interest

• and commitment to the belief 
that a good environment is
a good investment.

The area we cover comprises 
the parishes or wards of 
Barton, Buckland, Castle,
Lydden, Tsmple Ewell,
Maxton, Pineham, Priory,
River, St. Radigund's, Town & 
Pier and Tower Hamlets.

All members receive three 
Newsletters a year and in each 
year the Committee organises 
about ten interesting events -  
talks, tours, visits, Members' 
Meetings and usually a 
Christmas Feast.

The Society gives Awards for 
improvements to the area, 
monitors planning proposals 
and supports, joins in or 
initiates civic projects and
arts events. arts events.

Editorial
h is  b e in g  th e  la s t n ew sle tte r  
befo re  C h ris tm as I w ou ld  like take 

th e  tim e  to w ish  all o f o u r m em bers, 
ad v ertise rs  an d  A dam s th e  P rin te rs  a ve ry  m e rry  
C hris tm as an d  a h a p p y  an d  p ro sp e ro u s 2019. A 
specia l th a n k s  m u s t go to all th o se  w ho h ave  w orked  
b e h in d  th e  scen es th is year, it is m u c h  ap p rec ia ted  
an d  it is th ro u g h  th e ir  efforts th a t th e  Society  is k ep t 
alive an d  function ing .

D eta ils  of th e  C hris tm as m ea l are  in s ide  the  back  
cover an d  o n  the  booking  fo rm  in c lu d ed  in  th is 
new sle tte r . N o n -m em b ers are  m o s t w elcom e. If 
a n y o n e  w o u ld  lik e  to  d o n a te  a p riz e  fo r th e  
C hris tm as raffle it w ill b e  m o st app rec ia ted , p lease  
pass it to D enise, w ho ru n s  th e  raffle, o r to an y  
co m m ittee  m em ber. D en ise w ill b e  a t th e  Society 's 
m ee tin g s  o r can  b e  co n tac ted  v ia  th e  editor.

T h e  Sunday  D over F arm ers ' M arket, h e ld  b y  th e  side 
o f th e  to w n  hall, w ill b e  trad ing  fro m  10am  to 2 p m  on  
25 th  N ovem ber an d  23rd  o f D ecem ber.

T h e  W hite Cliffs C h ris tm as IC E-travaganza, h e ld  at 
th e  h is to ric  D over M arine  S tation  (C ruise T erm inal 
O ne, D over W estern  D ocks), la u n c h  date  is S unday  
2n d  D ecem b er 2018 fro m  10am  u n til 8pm . A fu ll 
p ro g ram m e o f e n te r ta in m e n t fo r th e  la u n c h  w ill 
in c lu d e  live m u sic  fro m  local b an d s  an d  F a th e r 
C h ris tm as ' a rr iv a l o n  h is  sle igh  p u lle d  b y  rea l 
re indeer. T h e  v en u e  w ill decked  o u t w ith  C hris tm as 
d eco ra tio n s  a n d  w ill fe a tu re  ice-skating  o n  th e  
in d o o r re a l ice rin k , F a th e r C h ris tm as in  h is  grotto, 
r id e s  in c lu d in g  b u m p e r  cars , m a rk e t sta lls, 
C h ris tm as activ ities, a n ew  b a r  m an ag ed  b y  the  local 
B reakw ater B rew ery, a tea  ro o m  an d  m a n y  delic ious 
food outle ts .
F ree  e n try  an d  park in g  is available th ro u g h o u t the 
ev e n t d u ra tio n  u n ti l  T uesday  1 Ja n u a ry  2019.

C ould  y o u  w rite  an  artic le  o r story, w ith  a local 
th em e , o r w rite  re p o r ts  o f m ee tin g s an d  ou tings? If 
yo u  w ou ld  like su b m it som eth in g  o r find  o u t m ore  o f 
w h a t is re q u ire d  th e n  p lease  co n tac t th e  editor. M y 
deta ils a re  in s ide  the  fro n t cover.

Alan Lee - Editor
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COPYRIGHT
All p u b lish ed  m a te ria l co n ta in ed  w ith in  th is  p u b lica tio n  re m a in s  th e  copy righ t o f its 
au thors, a rtis ts  o r pho tographers.

No artic le  o r im age can  b e  rep ro d u ced  or u sed  w ith o u t th e  specific ow ners express 
p e rm iss io n .

T he ow ners  can  be  co n tac ted  b y  w ay  o f  th e  editor.
Tel: 01304 213668 Em ail: A lan.lee1947@ ntlw orld .com

DEADLINE for co n tr ib u tio n s
T he las t date  for th e  re ce ip t o f copy  for issue 94 w ill be  W ednesday  23rd Ja n u a ry  
2019. T he E ditor w elcom es co n trib u tio n s an d  in te re s tin g  d raw ings or pho tographs.

'P ap er copy ' shou ld  be  ty p ed  at double spacing. H an d w ritten  copy shou ld  be  c lea r 
w ith  w ide line  spacing. C opy on  co m p u te r disc or b y  e-m ail is accep tab le . P ic tu res 
v ia e-m ail to be  su b m itted  in  JPEG  and  n o t im b ed d ed  in  th e  tex t o f th e  artic le  and  
m u s t be  in  as h igh  re su lu tio n  as possible. P lease ring  01304 213668 to d iscuss details.

Publication in the Newsletter does not imply the Society's agreement with any views 
expressed, nor does the Society accept responsibility for any statements made.

EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION TEAM
E d ito r: M r A la n  Lee
P ro o f  R e a d e rs : M r Tferry S u tto n , A n n  B. T b m alak  

J o h n  M o rg an  a n d  M rs Tfessa G eorge
A d v e r tis in g  S e c re ta ry : M rs J . M arsh
D is t r ib u t io n  O rg a n ise r : M r J . C ope
E n v e lo p e s  a n d  L abe ls: M r J . C ope
A re a  D is t r ib u to rs : J .B etts, C. B la c k b u rn , M. B u rto n , C. C o llings, J . Cope, 

S. C ope, J. F ran c is , J. L u ck h u rs t, A. M ole, C. B ond ,
J. M organ , M. M orris , D. S m ith , J. W idgery ,
A. S encicle , C. Taylor, D. G ask in g  a n d  D. S u tto n

* * * * *

DOVER GREETERS
D over G ree te rs are  v o lu n tee rs  g ree ting  v isito rs to Dover. We love doing it an d  inv ite  
yo u  to com e an d  try  it  once!

Tel: 01304  206 4 5 8

mailto:Alan.lee1947@ntlworld.com
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Planning Committee
Patrick Sherratt 

Chairman Planning Committee

My  o p e n in g  c o m m e n t in  th e  la s t 
n e w sle tte r  w as looking forw ard to a 

w arm  an d  p lea san t sum m er. Well I do hope 
yo u  all su rv ived  th e  h o tte s t su m m e r for 
m a n y  years . G ardens a little  p a rch ed  and  
law n s d is a p p e a rin g , h o w ev er, th e  ra in  
co m eth  an d  am azing  how  all recovers, a 
w o n d erfu l th in g  is n a tu re .

T h e  P la n n in g  C o m m ittee  h a s  m ad e  
c o m m e n ts  on  o v e r 20 p la n n in g  
a p p lic a tio n s  s in ce  th e  la s t re p o r t. 
A d d itiona lly , w e h av e  re sp o n d e d  to 
t r a n s p o r t  c o n su lta tio n s  as w e ll as 
en fo rcem en t activ ity . T h is  is all to en su re  
th e  objective to im prove b o th  th e  v isual 
and  socio-econom ic profile  o f Dover.

R o a d  a n d  T ra n s p o r t  in f r a s t r u c tu r e
In  Ju ly  H ighw ays E ng land  sough t public  
re sp o n se  on  “Solu tion  to O p era tio n  S tack”. 
A m ongst o u r co m m en ts  w e ra ised  th e  
issue o f traffic using  th e  A2 w h e n  TAP or 
Stack is active on  th e  A 20/M 20 resu ltin g  in  
tow n  congestion  as HGV's avoid con tro ls 
using  th e  A259. A  n e e d  for police to stop 
traffic leav ing  th e  A2 at L ydden  passing  
th ro u g h  T em ple Ew ell and  W hitfield  Hill.

We have again  p ressed  for th e  A2 to be 
d u a l-c a rria g e w a y  from  L y d d en  to  th e  
docks w ith  an  “E aste rn  B ypass” a round  
W hitfield.

T he  T h ird  T h a m e s  C rossing schem e. T h is 
ind ica ted  S ta tu to ry  C onsu lta tion  in  2018 
b u t to da te  still n o th in g  received .

D o v e r W e s te rn  D o c k s  R ev iv a l (D W D R )

W ork c o n tin u e s  w ith  th e  E a s te rn  
B reak w a te r (n e w  p ie r)  ta k in g  sh ap e . 
R ecen tly  a n n o u n ced  th a t So len t M arine 
L td aw arded  co n trac t for “fitting  o u t” the  
n e w  m a rin a  w ith  co m p le tio n  an tic ip a ted  
to be  en d  o f 2019. N ew  CEO appo in ted , 
D oug B annister.

A  n e w  M arin a  C o n tro l b u ild in g , 
c o m p lim e n tin g  th e  Sea S po rts  C en tre  
design , now  u n d e r  co n struc tion .

D o v e r  L e is u re  C e n tre
C o n stru c tio n  co n tin u es  an d  2019 open ing  
still an tic ipa ted . O f n o te  is th e  pool w ill 
h av e  a sp e c ia lis t d isab led  p oo l e n try  
facility.

D TIZ  (S t J a m e s  D e v e lo p m e n t)
Shop u n its  op en in g  in  stages. As a t tim e  o f 
th is  re p o r t still fou r re ta il u n its  available to 
le t an d , m ore  w o rry in g , no  less th a n  seven  
“ca te rin g ” un its. As p rev io u sly  re p o r te d  te n  
o f  th e  re ta il u n its  a re  to w n  c e n tre  
re lo ca tio n s n ow  m ak in g  th e  tow n  a very  
sad  place.

G reggs h as b e e n  closed  since m id-A ugust 
due  to “co n s tru c tio n ” p rob lem s. E arlie r the  
C inem a h ad  a sh o rt p e rio d  o f  c losure due 
to “e lec trica l” p rob lem s. It is h o p ed  th a t 
th e se  are n o t p ro b lem s th a t could  b e  in  
o th e r  a reas o f th e  site , b ea rin g  in  m in d  the  
tig h t b u d g e t th e  d eve loper h ad  for th is  
p ro jec t th a t h as  seen  a red u c tio n  o f v isual 
quality .

C harging for car p ark ing  h as still to be 
in tro d u ced  an d  m a n y  em p lo y ees an d  tow n
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cen tre  w orkers are  using  th e  car p a rk  
r a th e r  th a n  th e  p ra c tic e  o f  o n -s tre e t 
p a rk in g  in  th e  area. In  th is  co n n ec tio n  we 
h ave asked  DDC to co n d u c t an  on -stree t 
p a rk in g  su rv ey  once car p ark ing  charges 
ap p ly  in  th e  DTIZ car park .

C a s tle  S tr e e t/B ig g in  S tre e t
We co n tin u e  to c o m m e n t o n  C hange o f Use 
to p ro p e r tie s  w ith in  C astle S tree t and  
Biggin S tree t C onserva tion  A reas. O f m ajo r 
p ro b le m  is th e  h ig h  d e n s ity  o f  p o o r 
d e s ig n e d  fla ts  w ith  som e b e lo w  th e  
C onversion  to F lats G u idelines th a t DDC 
h a s  fa iled  to  a d o p t d e sp ite  b e in g  a 
d o cu m en t p ro d u ced  in  2006.

It h a s  b e e n  o u r  d e s ire  to see  th e s e  
g u id e lin es  adop ted  b y  DDC, how ever, b o th  
th e  CEO o f DDC an d  L eader o f th e  C ouncil 
h ave  re fu sed  to th e  re q u e s t, su p p o rtin g  the 
DDC officers v iew  n o t to adop t u n til th e  
n ex t DDC Local P lan. T h is  is n o t due a t th e  
ea rlie s t u n til 2021 and  in  th e  m ean tim e  
t in y  flats are de livered  w ith  p ara lle l socio
econom ic  p rob lem s.

C o n s e rv a t io n  A re a s
B etw een  th e  R efu rb ish m en t C om m ittee  
an d  P lan n in g  C om m ittee  w e co n tin u e  to 
e n su re  th a t  ob jec tives o f  C o n se rv a tio n  
A reas are observed  b y  DDC.

S e c tio n  215 o f  T o w n  a n d  C o u n try  
P la n n in g  A c t 1990  a n d  E n fo rc e m e n t
T h ree  Section  215 n o tices  have recen tly  
b e e n  issued . All a re  w ith in  th e  a rea  close 
to  th e  DTIZ a n d  su p p o r ts  
p ro p e r t ie s /e y e s o re s  c o n ta in e d  in  o u r 
in itia l list to DDC in  2011. T he th ree  
n o tices  are in  re sp ec t o f th e  G rade II listed  
C astle In n  in  R ussell S tree t, land  to east 
side o f King S tree t a t ju n c tio n  o f Flying 
H orse L ane an d  rep a ir  to 8 King S treet.

In  2015 th e  Society  expressed  co n ce rn  
w h e n  a trad itio n a l shop  fron t w as rem oved

from  15 H igh S tree t th a t is a G rade II listed  
p ro p e r ty  w ith in  th e  D over C ollege 
C onserva tion  A rea opposite  th e  Town Hall. 
DDC issu ed  an  e n fo rcem en t no tice  to th e  
ow ners w ho have ap p ea led  to P lann ing  
In spec to ra te . We have m ade  c o m m e n t to 
th e  In s p e c to ra te  th a t  a r e p la c e m e n t 
w indow  shou ld  be  fitted  th a t “is o f a 
su itab le  d e s ig n  for b o th  b u s in e s s  a n d  
heritage  ob jec tives”.

Several m em b ers  have asked  how  Section  
215 w o rk s  an d  I h av e  p ro d u c e d  a 
“la y m a n 's” guide an d  hope  o u r N ew sle tte r 
E ditor w ill be  able to inc lude  as a separa te  
topic in  a fu tu re  new sletter.

F a r th in g lo e  a n d  W e s te rn  H e ig h ts
A w aiting a rev ised  P lan n in g  A pplication .

T he C itadel ow ned  b y  th e  H om e Office is 
to be  sold. T he im p o rta n t h eritag e  o f th is 
site p ro m p ted  u s to seek  E nglish  H eritage 
to p u rchase . H ow ever, as a co n serva tion  
c h a r ity  w ith  o v e r 400 o th e r  h ig h ly  
s ig n if ic a n t h e rita g e  a sse ts  th e y  have  
adv ised  th e y  w ould  be  un ab le  to take th e  
C itadel on  u n less  th e  H om e Office w as 
p rep a red  to dona te  th e  site to g e th e r w ith  a 
dow ry  for its  u pkeep .

F a ilu re  to  d e v e lo p  b ro w n f ie ld  s i te s  in  
D o v e r
At th e  tim e  o f w ritin g  th is  re p o r t de ta ils o f 
th e  firs t stage o f  C o n n a u g h t B arracks 
d ev e lo p m en t h as  b e e n  su b m itted . T h is 
re la te s  to 64 dw ellings o n  th e  fo rm er 
O fficers site. At “O u tlin e” app lica tion  in
2015 w e em p h as ized  th e  im p o rtan ce  of 
design  an d  m a te ria ls  for th is  im p o rta n t 
site.

Still aw aiting  deta ils o f th e  “W estm oun t” 
site th a t w h e n  en q u ir in g  w ith  DDC for th e  
las t five y ea rs  alw ays to ld  “app lica tion  
im m in e n t”. S ad ly , no  su c h  ap p lic a tio n  
from  th e  dev e lo p e r an d  is a n o th e r  exam ple
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o f land  b an k in g  th a t th e  G o v ern m en t m u s t 
im p le m e n t p en a ltie s  to deve lopers w ho 
ad op t th is  po licy  p rev en tin g  th e  d e livery  of 
m u ch  n e e d e d  hou sin g  stock.

F o rm e r  S t M a ry 's  R e s id e n t ia l  H o m e
T h is  G rade II  listed  b u ild in g  w ith in  th e  
D over C astle C onserva tion  A rea  h as ju s t  
su b m itte d  a p la n n in g  a p p lic a tio n  to 
ch an g e  u se  to  a Bed an d  B reak fas t 
e s ta b lish m e n t w ith  4 2 /4 3  ro o m s w ith  
double o ccu p an cy . T h e re  have b e e n  over 
re c e n t y ea rs  a dec line  in  B&B b u sin e sse s  
due  to th e  a d v e n t o f  B udget H o te ls  
(T rav e lo d g e /P rem ie r In n ) . O u r c o n ce rn  is 
th is  w ill n o t be  u sed  for o v ern igh t ho liday  
re s id en ts  b u t sh o rt-te rm  use  b y  L ondon  
Borough te n a n ts  o r if  fu tu re  UK b o rd e r 
checks are re tu rn e d  to D over w ill, as in  th e  
1990's in  Folkestone Road, be  u sed  as 
te m p o ra ry  im m ig ran t facility .

A s a re s id en tia l facility  th e  room s w ere  
single o ccu p an cy . T he  room s v a ry  in  size 
b u t on  average are 16 to 18 sq. m . T h is is 
above th e  m in im u m  size for B&B use  b u t 
w e ll b e lo w  g u id e lin e s  for p ro p e r ty  
convers ions w h ere  a Studio F lat is req u ired  
to have a m in im u m  o f 30 sq. m , a one- 
b ed ro o m  flat 40 sq. m  an d  a tw o-bed fla t 50 
sq. m .

We have suggested  the  p ro p e r ty  w ou ld  be 
idea l for conversion  to flats if  th e re  is no 
re s id en tia l p ro v id e r to co n tin u e  existing 
use. Several ob jec tions have b e e n  m ade  
a n d  as su ch  w ill be  decided  a t a fu tu re  
DDC P lan n in g  C om m ittee  m eeting .

T h ere  is also a shortage  o f R esiden tia l C are 
fa c ilitie s  in  D over an d  m a n y  h ave  
exp ressed  c o n ce rn  th a t th e  b u ild ing  should  
co n tin u e  to be  u sed  for su ch  a facility.

COWGATE CEMETERY Jeremy Cope

I n e v e r  ceased  to be  am azed  a t th e  
speed  w ith  w h ich  grass an d  p lan ts  

grow. I t  is a lm ost is if  th e  re s id en ts  
give orders abou t th e  ra te  o f p lan t 
grow th. W hilst it k eeps u s  b u sy  th e  
c e m e te ry  does rea lly  look  lovely  w ith  
fine v iew s across th e  to w n  to th e  
Castle. We w elcom ed  Ted E llio tt to th e  
team . H e fits in  w ell w ith  th e  h u m o u r 
at o u r te a  breaks.

I f  an y o n e  else w ou ld  like to jo in  ou r 
h a p p y  b a n d  do p lease  p h o n e  m e  on 
01304 211348 o r em a il m e  on
je r e m y c o p e @ w i l l e r s l e y .p lu s .c o m  
W orking sessions are u su a lly  the  first 
T h u rsd ay  an d  second  S a tu rd ay  in  th e  
m o n th  9.00 am  to n o o n  b u t d ep e n d e n t 
on  w e a th e r  a n d  m e m b e rs  socia l 
co m m itm en ts . D ates for th e  m o n th  
ah ead  w ill be  on  th e  w ebsite  b u t it 
w ou ld  b e  b e s t for a n y  n ew  vo lu n tee rs  
to co n tac t m e  first. Headstone o f  Stephen Booker Pain at Cowgate

mailto:jeremycope@willersley.plus.com


Charles Arundel Moody
Phil Eyden

With  the  story  o f W alter Tull 
very  m u ch  in  th e  new s at 

th e  m o m en t, I  hope  no-one 
m inds if  I  recall the story  of 
C harles A runde l M oody, th e  
seco n d  b lack  o fficer in  th e  
British A rm y. Like W alter Tull 
from  Folkestone, h is m ilitary  
career w as surprising ly  close to 
hom e, and  began  in  the  dark  
im m ed iate  post-D unkirk  days 
o f 1940. Charles A rundel M oody

H is father Dr. H arold Moody, from  Jam aica  
and  th e n  living in  Peckham , had  form ed the 
first Civil Rights m o v em en t in  Britain for 
e thn ic  m inorities know n  as the League o f 
C oloured People in  1930. H e had  p ro tested  
to th e  g overnm en t about the “C olour bar" in  
th e  a rm ed  forces, w h ich  had  p reven ted  
C harles M oody and  o th er b lack  m e n  from 
u n d e rtak in g  officer tra in ing . Dr. M oody 
w rote to the Colonial Secretary  and  the 
P rim e M inister, W inston  C hurchill, 
com plain ing  o f such  d iscrim ination  and  by  
speak in g  o u t o n  th e  sub jec t a t pub lic  
m eetings. Following a n u m b e r o f m eetings 
C hurchill agreed to lift th e  b a r  and  H arold 
M oody's son, Charles, b ecam e th e  second 
b lack  officer, th e  first to be com m issioned  in  
WWII, and  com m enced  tra in ing  in  February  
1940.

Follow ing h is  b asic  tra in in g  as a 2nd 
L ieutenant, on  th e  7th Ju n e  1940 he  w as 
p osted  to h is first duty, w ith  the  50th 
Q ueen 's  O w n Royal West K ent R egim ent 
h ere  at T he Citadel at the W estern Heights. 
I discovered h is posting  date in  a list o f 
tran sfe rred  officers arriving at D over in  the 
50th's War D iary  obtained from  th e  N ational 
Archives. C harles M oody's duties at D over

w ould  have  invo lved  a n ti
invasion defences and  m ann ing  
pillboxes. T he Irish  G uards 
records have a m en tio n  of h im  
being  trapped  outside a draw 
b ridge  d u rin g  an  invas ion  
exercise a t th e  H eights forcing 
th em  to low er the  draw bridge to 
le t h im  in. H e served  righ t 
th rough  the  Battle o f Britain 
su m m er in  D over before the 
Royal West K ents w ere posted 
elsew here. M oody th e n  served 

w ith  d istinction  in  the In fan try  and  the 
A rtillery  in  England, Africa, Italy  (m ainly  
P risoner o f War escort duties), and  finally 
Egypt, w here  he becam e a M ajor in  1945.

At the end  of the w ar he  re tu rn ed  to Jam aica 
w ith  B C o m p an y  o f th e  C aribbean
Regim ent, settling there  for the nex t forty 
years. C harles M oody becam e a Colonel in  
th e  Ja m a ic a n  A rm y  in  1961. H e la te r  
becam e the  first C om m anding O fficer o f the 
Jam aican  Territorial A rm y and  w as aw arded 
an  OBE in  1966.

In  2006 he  w as on  the short list for a b lue 
p laque  to be  e rec ted  on  th e  house  in  
Southw ark w here  he  w as born . T he proposal 
w as outvoted  and  the aw ard w en t to a pie 
an d  m a sh  shop! By an  incred ib le  
coincidence th a t very  shop is ow ned b y  the 
p aren ts  o f W estern H eights Preservation  
Society m em b er R ichard Doust.

T he photo show s h im  straight ou t o f train ing 
- no te  th e  Invicta horse cap badge o f the 
Royal West Kents. Born 15th A pril 1917 
Cam berw ell, G reater London, died Jan u a ry  
11th 2009: Lt. Col. C harles Joe A rundel 
M oody o f W est Palm  Beach, Florida.
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The White Cliffs Country Tourism Alliance
Alan Sencicle

The las t m ee tin g  o f th e  W hite Cliffs 
C o u n try s id e  T o u rism  A llian ce  

(WCCTA) w as h e ld  in  C onstab le 's  Tower, 
D o v er C astle . O n e  ite m  w ill b e  o f 
p a rt ic u la r  in te re s t to th e  D over Society. 
P re s e n t a t th a t  m e e tin g  w as  N eil 
M cC ullom , H isto ric  P ro p e rtie s  D irector, 
E nglish  H eritage  (South East).

N eil o u tlin e d  a p la n  to  e lim in a te  car 
p a rk in g  w ith in  th e  castle  grounds!

E nglish  H eritage  (EH ) b e liev e  it  m ak es 
m ore  sen se  if  v is ito rs p a rk  th e ir  cars in  th e  
tow n. If  th e y  w ere  to do th is, th e y  w ill be  
m o re  th a n  lik e ly  to co n tr ib u te  to  th e  
tow n 's  econom y . I su sp ec t th is  logic is 
b a se d  o n  th e  d e s ire  to s ig n if ic a n tly  
in c rea se  v is ito r n u m b e rs  to th e  castle. 
T h e re  is in su ffic ien t space for cars to p a rk  
w ith in  th e  g ro u n d s a t p e a k  tim es. A ccess 
for cars is v ia  a one-w ay  sy s tem  con tro lled  
b y  traffic  signals.

Personally , I th in k  th is  is going to be 
ra th e r  p ro b lem atic  as ca r p a rk in g  space in  
th e  tow n  is a lread y  v e ry  lim ited . S hu ttling  
large n u m b e rs  o f v is ito rs b e tw e e n  th e  
tow n  an d  castle  w ill be  a n o th e r  issue  to be  
d ea lt w ith .

O ne so lu tion  m ig h t be  to b u ild  a m u lti
s to rey  car p a rk  on  th e  site o f  th e  p re s e n t 
le isu re  c e n tre . T h is  w o u ld  h av e  to 
in co rp o ra te  a lift u p  to a m u c h  h ig h e r level 
w ith  d irec t d isab led  access in to  th e  castle  
g rounds. T h is  cou ld  possib ly  cost in  excess 
o f £ 5m illion  so it m ig h t n o t b e  affordable. 
A  cable c a r co n n ec tio n  w as m e n tio n e d  
again . T he la tte r  w ou ld  be  v u ln e rab le  to 
d is ru p tio n  a t tim e s  o f h igh  w inds.

A  co m b in a tio n  o f h igh  e n try  costs, n ow  
£20 /£22  for adults, ca r p a rk in g  charges, as 
w ell as th e  cost o f a cable ca r ride  m a y  be 
u n accep tab le  for m a n y  p o te n tia l visitors. 
A  co m b in ed  tick e t p e rh ap s?

N eil also said  EH w ou ld  like to in c rease  
a n n u a l v is ito r n u m b e rs  from  375,000 to
500,000. I su sp ec t th is  is b ecau se  D over 
C astle  m a k e s  a v e ry  s ig n if ic a n t 
c o n tr ib u tio n  to th e  ru n n in g  costs o f o th e r 
less  p o p u la r (and  less expensive  to e n te r)  
EH p ro p e rtie s . T h is  desire  w ill re s u lt in  
m a n y  m o re  cars, p a r tic u la r ly  on  b u sy  
s u m m e r w eek en d s  a t tim e s  o f specia l 
even ts .

Before th e  m ee tin g  closed, I w as able to 
o u tlin e  m y  ow n co n tr ib u tio n  to th e  flood 
b a rr ie r , n o w  in  th e  f in a l s tag e s  o f 
c o n s tru c tio n  b y  D over H a rb o u r B oard 
con trac to rs, as p a r t o f th e  W ellington D ock 
N av igational C h an n e l p ro ject.

I m e n tio n e d  th is  as co m m en ts  h a d  b e e n  
m ad e  a t p rev io u s m ee tin g s  regard ing  th e  
sho rtage  o f h o te l b ed s  in  Dover. A  n ew  
h o te l w as p la n n e d  as p a r t  o f  a DHB 
W estern  D ocks re d e v e lo p m e n t sch em e  in  
1993. T he E n v iro n m en t A gency  (EA) had  
o b je c te d  to  a n u m b e r  o f  p la n n e d  
d e v e lo p m e n ts  to  b e  s ited  a ro u n d  th e  
W ellin g to n  D ock  on  th e  g ro u n d s  o f 
u n accep tab le  flood risk . As w ell as th e  
p la n n e d  h o te l, th e s e  in c lu d e d  a large 
h y p e rm ark e t, re s id en tia l accom m odation , 
p lu s  assoc ia ted  cafes an d  re s tau ran ts .

M y co n tr ib u tio n  w as w ell rece iv ed  b y  th e  
c o m m itte e . F o llow ing  th e  m e e tin g , 
m e m b e rs  w ere  able to en jo y  a to u r  o f 
C onstab le 's  Tower.
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The following article was submitted by our Chairman Derek Leach. 
It is not known when it was written.

Living at Shakespeare Halt
--------------------------Dennis R ussell---------------------------

My  wife H azel and  I lived a t N um ber 2 
Railway Cottages, Shakespeare H alt for 

six and  a h a lf  years in  th e  1950s. T he halt 
w as m ain ly  for w orkers m ain ta in ing  the 
railw ay line, b u t it w as also u sed  b y  locals 
and  w as a request stop.

T he 1840s w ere th e  golden age o f railw ay 
bu ild ing in  Britain. Tracks w ere laid  all over 
Britain; som e w ere very  successful, o thers 
m ade investors b ank rup t. In  1843 the line 
from  F olkestone to D over w as u n d e r  
construction , b u t there  w as a big problem  
blocking th e  rou te  be tw een  th e  A bbots Cliff 
T unnel and  the Shakespeare Cliff Tunnel. 
T his w as R ound D ow n Cliff. T he railw ay 
com pany  had  two options; tu n n e l th rough  it 
o r m ake a cutting  th rough  it. Both w ere very  
expensive and  unattractive. Instead, it w as 
decided to dem olish  th e  cliff. Shafts 70 feet 
deep  w ere driven  into the  base o f the cliff 
and  18,500 tons o f gunpow der inserted . 
T here  w as no loud bang, m ere ly  a low 
rum bling  noise, followed b y  500 feet o f cliff 
collapsing and  a huge w ave o f chalk  flowing 
into th e  sea. T he Shakespeare p la teau  w as 
born . T he explosion w as said to be  the 
largest in  the  w orld  at th a t tim e, m oving
400,000 cubic yards o f chalk  to form  fifteen 
and  a h a lf  acres o f land. O ne b lock o f chalk 
w eighing 30 tons b locked the Shakespeare 
T unnel. T he explosion apparen tly  saved 200 
m e n  two years hard  labour. As a resu lt the 
lin e  w as co m p le ted  an d  o p e n e d  on  7 
February  1844.

In  ou r tim e living th ere  w e alw ays knew  it 
as Shakespeare Colliery because  o f th e  coal 
m ine  th a t w as once there. Coal w as found in  
East K ent in  late V ictorian tim es and  m ines 
w ere established at several p laces such as

Shakespeare Halt c1950

Snowdown, Betteshanger, T ilm anstone and 
Chislet. In  1886 Sir Edward Watkin, using 
th e  e n g in e e rs  an d  m a c h in e ry  o f th e  
Subm arine C ontinen tal Railway Com pany, 
tried  h is luck  a t Shakespeare and  bore holes 
struck  coal at 1157 feet. By 1892 a 4 feet 
th ick  seam  o f coal w as found. Shafts w ere 
dug n am ed  Brady and  Sim pson, b u t w ater 
w as a p roblem  u n til pow erful p u m p s w ere 
installed. In  1897 eight m e n  w ere drow ned. 
A  huge underg round  w ater reservo ir had  
b een  b reached . T he two shafts w ere sealed, 
b u t exploration con tinued  w ith  coal being 
found again in  1903. By 1905 only  12 tons of 
coal had  b een  m in ed  at a cost o f £125,000 a 
ton! L eney 's P hoenix  B rew ery bough t som e 
o f the first coal and  advertised  th e ir  D over 
Pale Ale as 'Brewed by  K ent Coal', b u t the 
quality  w as poor - the coal no t the beer! By 
1907 o n ly  eigh t to n s a day  w as being  
produced, less th a n  the colliery n eed ed  to 
operate its eng ines and  boilers. T he colliery 
w e n t in to  re ce iv e rsh ip  in  1909, w ork  
recom m enced  in  1910, b u t th e  p it closed for 
good in  1915. All for th e  b es t p erhaps 
b e a rin g  in  m in d  th e  te rrib le  w ork ing  
conditions underg round  - dangerous, w et 
and  dark.
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H ow  did I m ee t m y  wife Hazel? I b lam e it on 
the G erm ans and  m y  m other-in-law! The 
G erm ans fired a shell across the C hannel 
du rin g  th e  Second  W orld War an d  58 
seconds la te r it landed  close to H azel's 
M um 's house, leaving a cra ter in  th e  road 
w ith  gas escaping. M y Dad, a policem an, 
w as sen t to guard  the hole. M rs Gillette, 
Hazel's M um , m ade h im  cups o f tea  and  
tha t's how  th e  fam ily friendsh ip  began. O ne 
day I found m y se lf in  M rs G illette's house. 
She had  four daughters and  one o f them , 
H azel, w as ab o u t m y  age, q u ie t and  
in telligent. I took a strong fancy to h e r  and  
asked if  she w ould com e to th e  p ic tu res w ith  
m e. She agreed and  so our courtsh ip  started  
and  in  due course I asked h e r  to m arry  m e. 
She agreed - well, I did say  th a t she w as 
in te lligen t! M y M um  an d  D ad w ere  
delighted, b u t in  those days you had  to ask 
the girl's pa ren ts  for perm ission . Shaking, 
knees knocking and  w ith  a d ry  th ro a t I 
m anaged  it. A fter th ink ing  for a m om ent, 
the D ad said yes. As he  tu rn ed  away, I 
th o u g h t I h ea rd  a m u tte re d  voice say, 
'T hank  God, two down, one to go!' We w ere 
m arried  on  21st A ugust 1948 at St. M ary's 
Church, honeym ooned  on  th e  Isle o f W ight 
and  re tu rn e d  w ith  only  £20 to m y  nam e. We 
p u t ou r nam e  dow n for a council house (I 
am  still on the w aiting  list!) and  in  the 
m ean tim e ren ted  a sem i-basem ent flat in  
Folkestone Road, w hich  w as n o t very  nice. 
O ur daugh ter w as b o rn  a y ear la te r w ith  no 
sign of the  council house.

I had  jo in ed  the railw ay com pany  as a 
locom otive c leaner in  1944 and  b y  1950 w as 
a locom otive  stoker. I saw  a n o tice  
advertising a railw ay com pany  house to 
ren t, N u m b er 2 R ailw ay C ottages, 
Shakespeare Halt, for 4s 6d (23 pence) a 
w eek. H azel though t it w as a joke b u t we 
caught a bus to th e  R opewalk and  w alked to 
the cliffs above Lydden Spout and  looked 
dow n. H azel's  first re ac tio n  w as to go 
straight hom e b u t w e decided to take a look.

H ow  could w e get dow n? We w en t dow n the 
366 steps o f A kers Steps - th e  first th ree 
flights w ere ju s t like a ladder. T here  w ere 
tw o tin  an d  w o o d en  b unga low s jo in e d  
together and  bo th  called No. 2. A n elderly  
couple, Mr. and  Mrs. Sm ith w ere living in 
one o f them . M rs Sm ith m ade u s w elcom e 
w ith  tea  and  cake and  explained the benefits 
o f the place: a garden, p len ty  o f seaw eed for 
fertiliser and  you  could keep  chickens and  
pigs. She show ed u s ro u n d  th e  v acan t 
cottage, a tin y  place w ith  two room s upstairs 
and  two down, b u t w e decided to apply  for 
it.

M oving to Shakespeare w as ra th e r unusual! 
We p u t a railw ay goods w aggon into the 
shun ting  yard  at D over P riory  station  and  
loaded it up  w ith  ou r stuff. T he w aggon w as 
th e n  delivered  to a siding at Shakespeare. 
Job done and  w e m oved in. T here  w ere 
drawbacks! I had  to get to w ork  som ehow. I 
had  som e choices: clim b th e  366 steps, 
w h ich  w as possible if  th e  w ea th e r w as 
reasonable; w alk  along the  foreshore, b u t 
on ly  if  th e  tide w as out; or w alk  th rough  the 
railw ay tu nne l. T h a t becam e th e  p referred  
rou te , b u t dangerous. I t o n ly  took  15 
m inutes, b u t you  had  to avoid the frequen t 
steam  tra in s b y  dodging into th e  galleries or 
ho les in  th e  tu n n e l walls, w hich  w ere 110 
sleepers apart. I f  you  w ere be tw een  these 
safety  points, the safest th ing  to do w as to lie 
dow n facing the  tra in . T he tu n n e l w as 
usually  full o f sm oke if  there  w as no  wind; 
you  knew  w h en  a tra in  w as com ing because 
th e  sm oke w ould  m ove ahead  o f th e  train . 
T here  w ere also draw backs to living in  the 
cottage: a b u c k e t to ile t an d  no  gas,
e lec tric ity , d u s tm an , fire b rigade  or 
coalm an. I im proved  th ings quite a b it w ith  
a th u n d e r  box aw ay from  the cottage and  
th e n  a cesspit and  flush toilet.
All th is w as offset b y  the advantages. It w as 
qu ie t and  nice to go to sleep  lu lled  by  the 
sound  of su rf  less th a n  100 yards away. The 
biggest w as th e  cheap  living. O f course,
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n o rm al deliveries w ere n o t possible, b u t the 
railw ay p la te layers w ere v ery  good to us 
de livering  le tte rs  and  m ilk  from  D over 
P riory  w h en  th ey  w ere dropped  off on the 
7am  train . We had  an  eno rm ous coal store 
and  th e  3 cw t th a t w e m oved  in  w ith  looked 
p athetic  in  it. T his w as soon rem edied, 
a lthough a b it naughty . Steam  trains u sed  a 
lot o f coal tran spo rted  in  th e ir coal tenders 
and  as a stoker I though t I could drop som e 
off in  passing, b u t m y  ro s te r m ean t th a t I 
w ould  n o t be  passing  for th ree  w eeks. I told 
m y  m ates. M ysteriously, coal arrived, th en  
m ore and  m ore. It could no t be  left on  the 
track  and  if  I w asn 't at hom e, H azel had  to 
shift it w ith  h e r  w heelbarrow  w h en  she 
h eard  the eng ine 's w histle, w hich  w as the 
signal th a t coal w as being  dropped  off. Poor 
Hazel, she had  m ore m uscle  on  h e r  arm s 
th a n  m e. O nce M rs Sm ith 's coal store w as 
full and  all the  outhouses, I had  to say, 'No 
m ore, please!' I even  considered  disguising it 
as chalk  b y  w hite  w ashing it.

Paraffin  for o u r cottage ligh ting  w as a 
p roblem  th a t w as soon solved. O n th e  little 
ha lt th ere  w as a paraffin  lam p on each side. 
Every  day the lam p m an  at D over P riory  had  
to w alk ou t to a ttend  to th e  lam ps, w hich 
w as tim e consum ing  and  a pain . It w as no t 
long before he  m ade a deal w ith  m e: if  I 
w ould  look after the lam ps, he  w ould  deliver 
paraffin  every  w eek  for u s to a ttend  to the 
lam ps w ith  enough  left over for ou r ow n 
lam ps. This task  fell to H azel and  she w as 
soon spotted  b y  tra in  crews. Joking, I told 
th em  th a t H azel w as supplied  w ith  cap, 
w aistcoat and  uniform ; som e believed  it! 
W hat about food? In  the 1950s eggs w ere still 
very  scarce and  I took M rs Sm ith 's advice 
and  kep t chickens, up  to 35 at one tim e. 
D uring spring and  su m m er I hard ly  had  to 
feed them . I w ould le t th em  ou t in  the 
m orn ing  and  th ey  had  the w hole colliery 
site to roam  in  w here  th ere  w as p len ty  o f 
insects and  g reen  stuff. T he beach  and  rocks 
w ere favourite w here  th e y  picked am ongst

Den Russell

the  seaw eed for tin y  shrim p-like creatures 
called Sand-hoppers. As dusk  fell th e y  w ould 
com e hom e to roost, ru sh ing  to the m eal 
troughs, b u t quickly losing in te rest w ith  
th e ir  crops already  full. I bough t m y se lf a 
gun  and  p u t rabbits on  our m enu ; our dog, 
Nellie, had  a rabbit two or th ree  tim es a 
w eek. M y driver w as Jim  W atkins and  for 
ou r m eal b reaks I supplied  rabbit legs and  he 
p rov id ed  th e  p ick les. J im  w as a g rea t 
sto ry teller and  w ould  te ll outrageous tales 
w ith  a straight face and  people  believed  him .

I also bough t a boat. Charlie G atehouse kep t 
a boat on  th e  beach. H e taugh t m e so m u ch  
about tides, w inds, knots, how  to m ake 
lobster pots, longlining and  how  to care for 
the boat. All th is provided u s w ith  fish, a 
b o u n ty  from  th e  sea. I palled u p  w ith  D on 
G atehouse (or D on M cClellan as he w as 
know n). H e took m e out 'splashing ' w ith  a 
seine n e t trapp ing  fish in  large rock pools. 
O n one occasion it w as b itte rly  cold and  I 
w as n o t keen, b u t w e had  th ree  goes w ith  
the n e t and  caught so m an y  fish w e could 
have su n k  the boat. We had  a string  of crab 
and  lobster pots, b u t D on w as no t in te rested  
in  the crabs so I cooked them , p u t th em  in  a 
big box and  carried  it on m y  head  th rough  
the tu n n e l and  sold th em  to m y  w orkm ates 
for 6d each; w e w ere soon able to b u y  a gas
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Russell Children

stove. I bu ilt m y se lf a boathouse  w ith  tim b er 
from  the  old colliery building, the jo y  o f m y  
life, installing  b u n k  beds and  a k itchen  
range. Som etim es I slep t there  w ith  the 
sound  o f the  su rf  on  th e  shingle a w onderfu l 
opiate. I bough t a tram m el n e t and  the first 
tim e I u sed  it th e re  w ere 72 H uss and 
goodness know s w hat else in  it. We had  no 
fridge or freezer so selling w as th e  only 
option. T he going price w as 10 shillings (50 
pence) a score.

T he sea w as n o t alw ays friendly. T he n ight 
of the great storm  and  floods of 1953 w as 
ho rrendous and  frightening w h en  w e lost 
the sea wall w ith  huge p lu m es of w hite 
w ate r soaring into the air. T he sp ray  w as

h itting  our roo f and  the w ind  took one o f our 
w indow s off its hinges. We took th e  m attress 
off the bed, dragged it dow nstairs and  slept 
in  the k itchen. We w ere glad to see the back  
o f th a t night.

T he  n e a re s t re s id en ce  to th e  ra ilw ay  
co ttages w as th e  bu n g a lo w  w h e re  th e  
G atehouse fam ily lived. O ne n igh t w e w ere 
w oken  by  Charlie saying h is p reg n an t wife 
w as n o t well. H azel saw  th a t the baby  w as 
com ing and  help  w as needed . I w en t u p  to 
th e  signal box and  asked for a doctor to 
com e. Dr. Toland arrived b y  special engine. 
She insisted  th a t I stay w ith  h e r  to help  
deliver the baby  - n o t m y  scene at all! A fter 
th ree  hou rs a boy  w as b o rn  and  I could go 
hom e. 'No, you  can 't' said the doctor, 'there 's  
m ore to come!' Tw enty m in u tes  la te r a baby  
girl arrived. Being p rem atu re  the bab ies had 
to go to hospital, so I a rranged  for a tra in  to 
stop and  an  am bulance to m ee t it at Dover.

W ould anybody consider living som ew here 
sim ilar? I ha ted  th e  though t at first, b u t 
w h en  it w as tim e to leave, because  it w as 
lonely  for ou r children, it w as w ith  a heavy  
heart. It taugh t u s th a t life could be  good, 
ignoring th e  'm u st have' and  'th row  away' 
society. We had  no  possessions to go w rong. 
T here  w as a w ireless, b u t it ran  on  batteries. 
Every  T hursday  I p icked u p  m y  w ages w ith  
no th ing  to knock  a big hole in  them .

New "Crypt" Group an Update
Cllr. Graham Wanstall - Chairman "The Crypt" Group

Man y  peop le  w ere  co n ce rn ed  th a t th e  
tragic 1977 fire at th e  “Crypt" has 

n e v e r  b e e n  p e rm a n e n tly  com m em orated !

A g ro u p  h a s  b e e n  e s ta b lish e d  w ith  a 
d e d ic a te d  c o m m itte e  to in s ta ll an d  
m a in ta in  a com m em ora tive  p laq u e  and  
also to be  in te re s te d  an d  associa ted  w ith  
th e  n eg lec ted  site 's  fu ture.

As th e  g roups ' c h a irm an  I th a n k  D erek  
L each, T e rry  S u tton , Cllr. A n n  B urke, 
C harlie  E lphicke M.P. an d  the  m a n y  now  
re tire d  firem e n  w ho  fought th e  fire in  1977 
for th e ir  h e lp  a n d  assistance . We w ill 
re m e m b e r  th e  firem an , th e  th re e  ch ild ren  
an d  th re e  adu lts  w ho lost th e ir  lives in  the  
fire and  th e  four firem an  aw arded  the  
Q u een 's  G allan try  M edal.
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PRICE LESS FURNITURE
Mo r e  Ch o ic e  Less  Pr ic e ! 

St o c k ist s  o f  So fa s, Ch a ir s , 
Be d s , Ma t t r e sse s  

Lo u n g e , Din in g  a n d  

Oc c a sio n a l  Fu r n it u r e

+ Mu c h  Mo r e

■Ct L£SS FURNV^
72-74 Big g i n  St r e e t  

Do v e r  

CT16 1BB 
01304 203055 

www.pricelessfurnitureuk.co.uk

http://www.pricelessfurnitureuk.co.uk


15

MEMBERSHIP NEWS Sheila Cope

Ou r  n u m b e r  h as  fa llen  to 452, p a rtly  
becau se  severa l m em b ers  have left th e  

a rea  re c e n tly  an d  n o t all o f th e m  w ish  to 
re ta in  th e i r  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  D o v er 
th ro u g h  o u r N ew sletter.

D u rin g  th e  su m m e r tw o m em b ers  d ied  
w ho  h av e  g iv en  m u c h  se rv ice  to th e  
c o m m u n ity . G race Jack so n  OBE b ecam e 
D irec to r o f the  L ondon  B oroughs T rain ing  
C om m ittee  for social w ork  an d  c o n tin u ed  
m u ch  local co m m u n ity  w ork  a fte r h e r  
re t ire m e n t (O b itu a ry  in  T h e  G u a rd ian  
06.08.18). Clive M ered ith  w as Lib D em  
lead e r a t DDC from  2003 to 2011 an d  w as 
p ra ised  b y  fo rm er co lleagues for h is hard  
w ork  and  in teg rity . We have also lost M ike 
Igg lesden  w ho h ad  em ig ra ted  to A ustralia  
a fte r  th e  w a r an d  w h o se  fam ily  w ere  
a ssoc ia ted  w ith  th e  b a k e ry  w h ich  w as 
k n o w n  as Igg lesden  & G raves an d  trad ed  at 
D ickens C orner. We have also sad ly  ju s t 
lost K eith Gawn.

N ew  m em b ers  w ill be  asked  to sign our 
re v ise d  a p p lic a tio n  fo rm  w h ic h  w as 
in c lu d ed  in  th e  las t N ew sletter. T h e y  w ill 
th e re b y  agree to b e in g  co n tac ted  w ith in  
th e  fram ew ork  o f th e  n ew  G enera l D ata 
P ro tec tio n  R egulation . I t  is desirab le  th a t 
all existing  m em b ers  shou ld  sign u p  to th is 
b u t  if, in  th e  m e a n tim e , th e re  are  
co m m u n ica tio n s  w h ich  yo u  w ou ld  p re fe r 
n o t to receive, p lease  le t u s  know .

O ne o f th e  w ays in  w h ich  w e hope  to 
a ttra c t n ew  m em bers, in c lu d in g  those  w ho 
are younger, is th ro u g h  o u r w ebsite. We are 
m o s t g ra tefu l to o u r y o u th fu l m em ber, 
W illiam  P arker- G orm an, w ho  h as p u t a 
g re a t dea l o f  su s ta in e d  e ffo rt in to  
m o d ern is in g  th e  Society 's w ebsite. It w ill 
a lw ays be  a w ork  in  p rogress an d  req u ire s

a d ed ica ted  m e m b e r w ho h as th e  tim e  and  
e n th u s ia sm  to k eep  th e  w ebsite  u p  to date 
a n d  to su s ta in  W illiam 's w ork.

T h e se  in n o v a tio n s  a re  ta k in g  p lace  
th ro u g h  th e  efforts o f th e  M arketing  G roup 
a n d  w e tru s t th a t fu r th e r  m o d ern isa tio n  
w ill con tinue . F or exam ple, th e  use  o f 
F aceb o o k  a n d  T w itte r re q u ire s  fu r th e r  
investiga tion . H ow ever, w ord  o f m o u th  
re m a in s  one o f th e  m o s t effective m e a n s  of 
re c ru itm e n t. T h e re  is no  su b stitu te  for 
b rin g in g  a fr ien d  along to one o f o u r 
even ts . We have re c e n tly  w elcom ed  M r G. 
Skinner, M r C. P enn ing ton , M r P. &  M rs M. 
S im pson, M r E.Elliot, M r T  G oodnigh t and  
M iss T. Sancha.

We are alw ays g ra tefu l to o u r m em b ers  
w ho  take on  th e  ta sk  o f hand -delivering  
o u r N ew sle tte rs  locally. T h e ir  efforts save 
th e  Society  a g rea t deal o f postage expense. 
Je re m y  Fox h as d is trib u ted  for m a n y  y ea rs  
in  th e  Tem ple Ew ell a rea  an d  w e th a n k  
h im  for all h is  h a rd  w ork. Now, due to 
d ec lin ing  health , h e  h as h ad  to give u p  and  
w e are  p leased  th a t C laire Bond h as k in d ly  
o ffered  to take on  th e  role. Sim ilarly, Jo h n  
W idgery  h as rep laced  G eorgette  R apley 
a n d  o u r th an k s  go to th e m  bo th . Jim  
F rancis, assisted  b y  M ary, h as  delivered  
N ew sle tte rs  in  th e  cen tra l D over a rea  for a 
v e ry  long tim e  and  h e  w ou ld  also like to 
give up . So w e are looking for som eone  
w illing  to take on  an  u rb a n  D over w alk  
th re e  tim es  a y e a r  to rep lace  J im . A ny 
w illing  tak ers  - p lease  le t m e  know.

M eanw hile , th a n k  yo u  Je rem y , G eorgette 
a n d  J im  for all th e  p av em e n ts  y o u  have 
p o u n d ed  and  step s y o u  have  clim bed  to 
assist th e  Society.
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Dover Society Trip to Liverpool
Friday 14th to Monday 17th September 2018

Introduction
Sheila Cope

The fact th a t th is tr ip  took p lace at 
all is due  to P a tric ia 's  sh e e r  

d e te rm in a tio n  and  perseverance  as, 
toge ther w ith  Patrick 's support, she 
gradually  found  m ore partic ipan ts, 
even  b eyond  the deadline, so th a t the 
e v e n t cou ld  go a h ead  w ith o u t 
in cu rrin g  a loss to T he Society. I tru s t 
th a t the  g rea t success o f th e  ven tu re  
ju s tified  Pat's efforts in  the en d  and  
those o f u s  w ho w ere  able to go owe 
h e r  a re a l d eb t o f  g ra titu d e  for 
providing such  an  in te resting  and  
enjoyable experience. Albert D o ck  Liverpool

We have found  th e  coach firm  o f Leo's Pride 
reliable and  efficient on  p rev ious occasions. 
Ja n e t w as o u r d river th is  tim e. O ne w ould  
n ev e r have guessed  th a t she had  n o t driven  
on  th is p articu la r trip  before, y e t w e w ere 
able to relax, feeling assu red  th a t w e w ere 
in  safe hands. Jan e t 's  skill in  m anoeuv ring  
such  a large coach a round  L iverpool and  
C hester at th e  b idd ing  o f the  City G uides on 
board  w as m ost adm irable.

O ur ho te l w as com fortable w ith  help fu l staff 
w ho  re m e d ie d  o u r m in o r p rob lem s. 
N oth ing  is ever perfect. T he jo u rn e y  there

National M em oria l Arboretum © D erek D onnelly

w as a little ted ious due to heav y  traffic and  
the  hom ew ard  jo u rn e y  w as delayed  b y  an 
acciden t on  th e  M25, b u t these  w ere  m ere  
b lips w h ich  on ly  served  to em phasise  how  
trouble-free and  p leasurab le  th e  w hole trip  
had  been . A nd w h a t excellent value for 
m oney! T here  w as even  an  extra bon u s for 
four m em b ers  w ho w ere able to m ee t up  
w ith  th e ir  grandchild ren .

National Memorial Arboretum
Friday 14th 

Rodney Stone
T he tr ip  to C hester took in  a visit to the 
A rboretum  in  Staffordshire. N ow w oodland 
on  old gravel pits, th is  con ta ins m em oria ls 
o f m ore  th a n  360 organisations w ho w ish  to 
rem em b er the  serv ice and  sacrifice, often  
death , th a t people and  one ship 's cat! gave 
to th is country . In  1994 PM, Jo h n  Major, 
lau n c h e d  a fund -ra is ing  appeal, an d  it 
opened  in  2001. T he response  for finance 
an d  v o lu n te e r  su p p o rt, from  p a rts  o f 
g o v e rn m en t, th e  S erv ices an d  civ ilian  
groups, h a s  b e e n  en o rm o u s, and
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organisations are still acquiring  p ieces of 
land  th e re  to com m em ora te  people  w ho 
rem a in  d ear to them .

W hile w e w ere th ere  the  Royal A rm y D ental 
Corps w ere rem em b erin g  lost colleagues, 
and  th ere  are m an y  groups, serv ing  and  
retired , w ho com e regularly . T here  are 
m ajo r gatherings on R em em brance D ay 
and  o th e r ann iversaries. M em orials range 
from  a sim ple p laque to e laborate sculpture, 
b u t all have m ean ing  to those  w ho install 
and  attend . A m ong th e  m ost po ignan t is 
th a t to 306 soldiers sho t at daw n in  WW1. In  
m an y  cases it is now  acknow ledged th a t the 
b a ttle fron t w as ju s t too m u ch  for th em  to 
handle, n o t th a t th e y  w ere  cow ards. O ne 
sa lu tary  m em oria l is th a t to th e  16,000, yes
16,000, service p e rso n n e l w ho have d ied to 
p ro tec t u s since WW2. O f in te re s t to D over 
are th e  m ajo r m em oria ls  to th e  M erchant 
and  Royal Navies, figh ter pilots, and  an ti
a irc ra ft g u nners , b u t th e re  w ere  m a n y  
o thers in  service and  civilian ro les w ho 
served, and  died, alongside them . T h in k  of 
th e  Royal N ational L ifeboat In s titu tion  and  
Boys' Brigade am ong so m any . To go w ith  
ou r D over Patro l a t St. M argaret's and  
m em oria ls on  th e  seafront, th e  A rboretum  
has for the  M erchan t N avy a forest o f trees, 
one  for each  o f th e  2,000 an d  m ore  
m erch an t sh ips lost in  WW2.

T he visit is hum bling  b u t inspiring . All 
those people  and  all th a t th e y  did for us, 
and  praise  to those w ho keep  th e  m em ories  
alive.

Terracotta Warriors' Exhibition
Saturday 15th, Morning 

Jeremy Cope

Wi th o u t a n y  p re lim in a ry  re se a rc h  I 
w en t into  th e  exhibition  im agin ing  we 

w ould  be  lea rn ing  about an  em pero r's  tom b 
w ith  its very  im pressive grave goods. T he 
exhibition  w as very  m u ch  m ore. It to ld  of 
th e  fo rm ation  of C hina and  gave u s an

in s ig h t in to  its  w orld . It w as a story, 
probably  g rea te r in  scope th a n  th e  creation  
o f Rome and  its Em pire.

T he first E m pero r o f C hina Ying Z heng  w as 
b o rn  in  259 BC, becam e King of the  Qin 
K ingdom  in  246 BC and  th rough  conquest 
b ecam e E m pero r and  u n if ie r o f C hina in  
221 BC, dying in  210 BC. H e w as a ru th less  
ty ra n t w ho laid  th e  foundations o f the 
sy s tem  o f im p e ria l a d m in is tra tio n  an d  
th rough  th a t adm in is tra tion  crea ted  a road 
ne tw o rk  and  construc ted  a canal w h ich  cut 
th ro u g h  m o u n ta in  ranges, se t q u a lity  
s tandards o f m an u fac tu red  objects, bu ilt the 
G rea t Wall an d  s tan d a rd ised  w rit te n  
characters, coins w eights and  m easures.

T he E m pero r feared  dea th  and  searched  for 
an  elix ir to give h im  im m ortality . H ow ever 
th e  elixir he  u sed  con ta ined  m ercu ry  w hich  
led  to h is  dea th  on  a to u r o f h is em pire  aged 
on ly  49. T his did n o t stop h im  bu ild ing  a 
m auso leum , and  following bu ria l traditions, 
p lan n ed  it from  his early  days as King. The 
exhib ition  is th e  m ere s t sam ple  o f the  
co n ten ts  o f the tom b b u t even  so th e  quality  
o f th e  exam ples includ ing  12 life sized 
w arrio rs in  d ifferen t poses, horses, carriages 
and  o rnam en ts, g reatly  im presses b u t the

Terracotta Warriors © Derek D onnelly
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creation  of th e  w hole m auso leum  includ ing
6,000 w a rrio rs  is m in d  boggling . T he 
construction  of th is  huge m auso leum  needs 
to be set against a background  o f laying the 
foundations for th e  C h inese em pire  and  
b u ild in g  large p a lac es  to im p re ss  and  
d em onstra te  h is pow er and  th e  skills o f his 
em pire . T he exhibition  also in fo rm s about 
th e  huge n u m b ers  w ho slaved on  these  
schem es and  o f child less concub ines bu ried  
alive w ith  th e  E m p ero r - little w o n d er as to 
h is rep u ta tio n  as a crue l ty ran t.

T he huge drive and  effort to achieve all of 
th is  m u s t have caused  exhaustion  and  have 
con tribu ted  to th e  rap id  decline of th e  Q in  
dynasty . T he Q in  w ere succeeded  b y  the 
H a n  d y n asty . T he  ex h ib itio n  co n ta in s  
exam ples o f H an  grave goods b u t no th in g  as 
im pressive.

I  have on ly  scratched  the surface o f th is 
exhibition and  its story. A m ost w orthw hile 
v isit to be  tho roughly  recom m ended . A 
fu rth e r thought, I  left w ondering  about all 
th e  adm inistrators, craftsm en  and  artists 
w ho  c re a te d  su ch  w o n d e rs  an d  th e  
te c h n ic a l re v o lu tio n  it w ou ld  have  
engendered .

Coach tour Around Central 
Liverpool

Saturday 15th, Early Afternoon  
Sheila Cope

Ou r  efficient guide first po in ted  ou t the 
Yellow S u p e rla m b a n a n a  (cross 

b e tw een  lam b and  b a n a n a ) now  located  in  
T ith eb a rn  S treet and  crea ted  for the  1998 
A rtT ransP enn ine  Exhibition , p a rtly  as a 
c o m m e n t on  th e  d an g ers  o f g en e tic  
eng inee ring  b u t also to m ark  som e of the 
h is to ric  cargoes h a n d le d  b y  L iverpoo l 
Docks. 125 m in i rep licas in  d ifferen t colours 
w ere p laced  a round  the  C ity to m a rk  the 
2008 C ity o f C u ltu re  events. Som e o f the 
n o tab le  b u ild in g s  p a ssed  in c lu d e d  an  
im pressive a rt deco bu ild ing  w hich  proved

f

Liver Building L iverpool © Jean Duggan

Catholic M etropolitan Cathedral © Derek D onnelly
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to be  ju s t a ven tila to r for one o f the  M ersey 
tunnels, th e  City H all and  o f course the 
iconic L iver Building crow ned  w ith  its two 
Liver Birds, th e  fem ale facing ou t to sea and  
aw aiting re tu rn in g  m arin e rs  and  the  m ale 
at th e  re a r  scann ing  th e  city  for pubs, so we 
w ere told.

A fter tou ring  th e  G eorgian district, once the 
re s id en ce  o f L iverpoo l's  p ro fessio n a l 
classes, w e a rr iv ed  a t th e  A ng lican  
C athedra l, B rita in 's  la rgest, san d s to n e  
covered and  rec tangu la r w ith  its im m ense  
cen tra l tower. G ilbert Scott, a novice aged 
22, w on  the  com petition  for its design in  
1902. In  spite o f its m assive size th e  in te rio r 
w as in  no  w ay  forbidding, feeling w arm  and  
rich. As a cen tre  o f C hristian  w orsh ip  and  
m ission, and  free to enter, one felt th a t it 
se rv es its  c o m m u n ity . T he  fam ous 
M etropolitan  or R om an C atholic cathedral, 
c ircu lar and  in  Portland stone su rm o u n ted  
b y  its lan te rn  and  crow n o f p in n ac les  and  
opened  in  1967, is only  a sho rt d istance 
aw ay  a n d  a co m p le te  c o n tra s t to th e  
A nglican cathedral. Both ca thedra ls occupy 
h igh g round  and  m ay  be  clearly  seen  from  
th e  M ersey.

O ur to u r en d ed  on  th e  W aterfront n e a r  the 
fam ous Beatles sta tue  and  the  M useum  of 
Liverpool. N ow  a UNESCO World H eritage 
Site, how  d ifferen t it m u s t be from  the days 
w h en  9 m illion  em igran ts sailed  from  the 
port.

Mersey Ferry Experience
Saturday 15th, Late Afternoon  

Mike Weston
O ur first sight o f th e  M ersey  F erry  w e w ere 
to sail on  m ade one look tw ice. T he vessel 
'Snow drop' w as p a in ted  in  various colours 
in  w h a t ap p eared  to be a haphazard  design. 
T h is tu rn e d  ou t to be  a First World War 
co m m em ora tion  in  h o n o u r o f the  p a tte rn s  
th a t w ere  first u sed  on  vessels in  W orld War 
One. T hey  w orked  b y  m ak ing  it h a rd  from  a 
d istance to m ake out, type, size and  course 
o f a vessel pa in ted  w ith  th is 'dazzle design'. 
Setting sail from  th e  fe rry  landing  stage in 
L iverpool on  our fifty m in u te  trip, th ree  
iconic bu ild ings straigh t aw ay canno t be 
m issed . T h e y  d o m in a te  th is  p a r t o f 
Liverpool. “T he T h ree  Graces" as th e y  are 
know n, are th e  C unard  Building, T he Port 
o f L iverpool Building and  th e  Royal Liver 
Building w ith  its  tw o L iver Birds atop. 
H eading  dow nstream  th e  L iverpool cruise 
te rm in a l is soon  passed  and  com ing into 
v iew  w as a long stre tch  o f th e  M ersey. O n 
th e  righ t could be  seen  th e  m an y  docks 
w hich  over th e  years  have b e e n  u sed  b y  
m a n y  th o u san d s o f cargo vessels from  all 
over the w orld. Sadly m ost o f these  docks 
are hard ly  being  u sed  as sh ips have becom e 
b igger and  th e  docks are therefo re  no t 
suitable and  a lo t have fallen into decay. 
H ow ever on  the ho rizon  could be  seen  the 
G ladstone D ocks and  th e  Seaforth Term inal, 
b o th  o f  w h ich  a re  m u c h  u se d  today, 
especially  b y  very  large co n ta in er ships.

A fte r p ass in g  th e  
P rin ces  H a lf  T ide 
D ock a tu rn  w as m ade 
tow ards th e  W irral 
P en in su la  o n  th e  
opposite  side o f the  
River from  Liverpool. 
As w e tu rn e d  a good 
view  dow n the  river of 
N ew  B righton could be 
seen  at th e  tip  o f theSnow drop M ersey Ferry  Experience
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W irral Peninsula. Seacom be Landing Stage 
w as soon  re a c h e d  w h ich  is th e  
d isem bark ing  p o in t for those  w ish ing  to 
v isit Spaceport. A  few  m in u te s  alongside 
th e n  off again  up stream  tow ards W oodside 
F e rry  T erm inal, th e  lan d in g  for th o se  
passengers living at o r v isiting  B irkenhead. 
W oodside T erm inal is also th e  land ing  p o in t 
for visitors to th e  U-Boat story  m u seu m  
w hich  occupies a site alongside the  landing. 
O n th e  w ay  to W oodside Term inal, the 
B irk en h ead  cargo an d  p a sse n g e r  fe rry  
te rm in a l w as passed  w here  ferries be tw een  
N o rth  a n d  S ou th  Ire la n d  sail. L eaving 
W oodside T erm inal 'Snow drop' con tinued  
up stream  passing  C am m el Laird's fam ous 
sh ipyard  w here  m an y  illustrious ships w ere 
b u ilt inc lud ing  C unard 's 'M auretan ia ' and  
th e  a irc ra ft c a rr ie r  'Ark Royal', b efo re  
tu rn in g  tow ards th e  L iverpool side o f the 
M ersey. C rossing the  river fine view s o f the 
city  skyline w ith  its tw o g reat ca thedrals 
w ere observed. N earing  th e  n o rth  shoreline 
th e  refu rb ished  dock area  a round  th e  very  
po p u lar A lbert D ock area w ith  its old and 
n e w  b u ild in g s  w ere  c lea rly  seen . 
A pproaching  th e  L iverpool fe rry  te rm in a l 
w e passed  ju s t ahead  o f the  cruise lin er 
'Black W atch' w h ich  w as ju s t leaving the 
cru ise  term inal.

I am  sure all w ho took p a rt found  th e  fifty 
m in u te s  o n  th e  'S now drop ' a v e ry  
in te restin g  experience.

Visit to Chester
Sunday 16 th

T he w hole day  w as g iven up  to a m ost 
p leasan t outing  to Chester.

The Story of the Band That 
Changed the World

M onday 17th
Pat Hooper-Sherratt

M onday 17th Septem ber. We left o u r ho te l 
at 9.30 for o u r jo u rn e y  hom e, b u t no t 
w ith o u t first v is iting  'T h e  B eatles

Experience'. T he  m agical 'h istory ' to u r w as 
about to begin.

Jo h n  L ennon  w as a g reat fan o f Lonnie 
D onegan. At th e  age o f 15 he  form ed a 
skiffle group called T he Q uarrym en , n am ed  
a f te r  Q u a rry  B ank  H igh  School. Paul 
M cC artney  a tte n d e d  th e ir  c o n ce rt a t a 
garden  fete; he w as im pressed  b y  w h a t he 
saw, so in troduced  h im se lf to John , and  
from  th e re  th e  o thers followed.

O n arrival, w e w ere  issued  w ith  digital 
handsets, to guide u s around, w hile telling  
the  story, w h ich  lasted  about 2? hours. The 
h an d se ts  w ere  quite confusing for m ost o f 
us, and  others; w e seem ed  to be  in  the 
w rong  part, som etim es th e  record ing  w asn 't 
alw ays m atch ing  w ith  th e  talk  w e w ere 
hearing! However, it w as all d isp layed  in  
large w riting  on  th e  walls. I felt I w ould 
have liked m ore tim e  there, in  o rder to read  
the  story  thoroughly . As you  can  IMAGINE 
(the last song being  p layed  on exit).

It w as w o n d e rfu l to see y o u n g e r  
genera tions caught u p  in  th e  atm osphere . 
T he B eatles w ill n o t be forgotten  for a very  
long tim e.

I have to say  a g reat th an k  you  to ou r driver 
Jan e t, w e h ad  traffic  ho ld -ups o n  th e  
outw ard  jo u rn e y  and  even  longer hold-ups 
hom ew ard  bound . She did a sterling  job.

ML ‘ III HI

»

■V

The Beatles statue at the Pier Head, Liverpool
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Willard Sawyer 
Inventor and maker of Velocipedes

(1808-1892)
Lorraine Sencicle B.A. (econ) hons

Back  in  2006 I w as asked  b y  the 
th e n  D over Town C ouncil for 

a list o f  d eceased  locals w hom  
I fe lt shou ld  receive  som e sort 
o f reco g n itio n  -  a p laq u e  or 
sim ilar. I p re se n te d  m y  list 
bu t, possib ly  due to a change 
o f reg im e, it w as n o t ac ted  
u p o n . O n e  o f  th o se  th a t  
fe a tu red  w as W illard Sawyer, 
w ho  lived  an d  h ad  a fac to ry  in  
St Ja m e s  S treet, Dover, in  th e  
m id d le  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  
c e n tu ry . H e is g e n e ra l ly  
reco g n ised  as th e  'first tru ly  
p ro fessio n a l m a k e r  o f  m an - 
p o w e re d  v e h ic le s ' -  th e  
veloc ipede  cycling  m ach in e . F urther, b y  
in v en tin g  n e w  tech n iq u es , h e  o p en ed  th e  
w orld 's  first fac to ry  for m ass-p roduc ing  
cycles -  h e re  in  Dover, England!

In  th e  ev o lu tio n  o f th e  b icycle, th e  first 
h u m an -p ro p e lled  m ach in e  w as in v e n te d  
b y  B aron  K arl D ra is (1785-1851) in  
M a n n h e im , G e rm a n y  in  1817 a n d  
p a te n te d  in  F ran ce  in  F eb ru a ry  1818. 
C a lled  a L au fm a sch in e , in  B rita in  a 
d an d y h o rse  o r H obby  H orse, it consis ted  
o f a h o riz o n ta l b a r  su p p o r te d  b y  tw o 
w h ee ls  o f  eq u a l he igh t, w h ich  th e  cyclist 
stood  astride, p ro p e llin g  th e  m ach in e  b y  
h is  fee t. E n th u s ia s t ic  a m a te u rs  o r 
c ra f tsm en  m ad e  th e se  on  a one-o ff basis.

W illard, b o rn  in  R om ney  ab o u t 1808, is 
first re co rd ed  liv ing  in  D over in  th e  D over

to w n  d irec to ry  o f 1838. In  th e  1841 
census, he  is lis ted  as liv ing  in  

C h ap e l S tree t, in  St M ary 's  
Parish . T h e re  he w orked  as a 
c a rp e n te r  b u t, five y e a rs  
later, h e  o p en ed  th e  D over 
V elocipede W orks a t 20 St 
Ja m e s  S treet.

R eflec tin g  h is  c a rp e n te r  
b a c k g ro u n d , W illa rd 's
v e lo c ip ed e  o r 'm a n u m o tiv e  
ca rriage ' as h e  ca lled  them , 
w ere  b u ilt p a r t ly  o f w ood, had  
fo u r w h e e ls , lik e  a 
stag eco ach , a n d  w e re  
p ro p e lled  b y  tre ad le s  b e low  

th e  re a r  w h e e l axles, w ith  tille r-s ty le  
stee rin g . A n ad v e rt o f 1850 s ta te s  th a t 
W illard  w as p ro d u c in g  fou r d iffe ren t ty p es  
o f  ve locipede: F irst class, costing  b e tw e e n  
£15 an d  £25, seco n d  class £10 to £14, th ird

Laufmaschine invented b y  Baron Karl Drais. From  the 
original patent papers 1817  

Scotfo rd  Lawrence

W illard Sawyer 
D over Library
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class £5 to £9 an d  a ve loc ipede  for two 
costing  b e tw e e n  £15 an d  £35. E ven  th e  
ch e a p e s t th ird  class m ach in e  w as v e ry  
expensive  in  th o se  days.

N o nethe less , th e re  w ere  en o u g h  w ea lth y  
fo lk  a ro u n d  to e n su re  th a t  W illa rd 's  
m a c h in e  w as a su ccess . In d e e d , he  
p ro d u ced  one  o f th re e  v e lo c ip ed es th a t 
w ere  on  show  a t th e  G reat Exhibition , 
C rystal Palace, in  1851. A pp aren tly , he 
rode  th e  m a c h in e  to L ondon  an d  b ack  for 
th e  occasion! At th e  exhib ition , W illard 
'w as re c e iv e d  w ith  a v e ry  f la tte r in g  
d istinction '. T h e n  in  1858, Edw ard, P rince 
o f Wales, on  a v is it to Dover, ca lled  a t th e  
fac to ry  an d  'in q u ire d  m in u te ly  as to th e  
capacity , price, an d  sp eed  o f  a m ach ine '. 
A fte rw ards W illard  b u ilt a specia l carriage 
for th e  P rince  costing  £30 an d  capable  o f 
going 8 m ph .

W illa rd 's  v e lo c ip e d e s  w e re  a s s u re d  o f 
w id esp read  accla im  an d  o rd ers  cam e in  
from  m a in la n d  E urope, Ind ia , A ustralia  
a n d  C alifo rn ia . B esides th e  P rin c e  o f 
Wales, W illard  c o u n ted  th e  E m p ero r o f 
Russia, P rin ce  Im p e ria l o f F ran ce  and

C row n P rince  o f H anover, am o n g s t h is 
cu s to m e rs . T h e  H o n . J.C  S k effin g to n  
w rote, 'I c an n o t sp eak  in  te rm s  to h ig h ly  of 
th e  co n v en ie n ce  an d  com fort o f  su ch  a 
m ode o f travelling , w h e n  one  can  ru n  off 
60 m ile s  in  a day, an d  feel as little  fa tigued  
as if  one  h ad  gone on  foot a dozen'. I t is 
re co rd ed  th a t th is  g e n tle m a n  trav e lled  526 
m iles  in  tw e n ty  days on  one  o f W illard 's 
velocipedes.

A nother, equally , en th u s ia s tic  custom er, 
hav in g  co n d e m n e d  th e  p o o r s ta te  o f th e  
roads, d id  add  th a t, 'T h e  ra ttlin g  an d  
sh a k in g  o f  su c h  s lig h t m a c h in e s  is 
d read fu l a t th e  sp eed  o f an y th in g  over 
sev en  o r e igh t m iles  an  hour, an d  if  d riv en  
co n s tan tly  a t th is  ra te  c an n o t las t long.'

U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e  a ttitu d e  in  D over w as 
far from  positive  su ch  th a t in  1856, W illard 
ap p lied  to th e  council to can ce l h is  lease. 
H e w ro te  th a t 'h is  liv ing  d ep en d ed  on  th e  
h ire  an d  sale o f velocipedes, b u t since  a 
d ec is ion  o f th e  (M agistrates) B ench  had  
d ec la red  th e m  a n u isance , he  w as un ab le  
to ob ta in  a livelihood.' H e added  th a t he  
w ish ed  to m ove to som e loca lity  w h ere  

th e y  w ere  n o t 
re g a rd e d  as
n u isan ces .

I t w ou ld  ap p e a r  th a t 
W illard  h a d  a change 
o f  h e a r t for in  1860 he  
p ro d u ced  a p a m p h le t 
d e sc r ib in g  th e
d if fe re n t ty p e  o f 
m a c h in e s  h e  w as 
p ro d u c in g  in  Dover. 
T h e se  in c lu d e d  th e  
Sociable, w h ic h  h a s  
sea ts  for six p eo p le  
in c lu d in g  tw o drivers. 
In  h is  ran g e  th e re  w as 
th e  Racer, th e  T ourist 
a n d  T raveller, th e

St James Street circa 1840 drawn by  George Shepherd  
courtesy of D o ve r Library
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P ro m e n a d e , th e  V isiting  
C arriage , th e  L ad ies '
C arriage an d  sm all m ach in e s  
for y o u th s  an d  ch ild ren . T he 
p rices  v aried  b e tw e e n  £3 and  
£40.

R ailw ay co m p an ie s  saw  th e  
p o ten tia l o f ve loc ipedes for 
use  in  tra c k  in sp ec tio n s  and  
th e y  b ecam e  k n o w n  as 'Rail 
Bikes'. In  u se  from  a ro u n d  
1860 u n ti l  th e  1950's th e y  
w orked, as one w ou ld  expect, 
like a b icycle  b u t w ith  extra 
p o w e r from  'ro w in g ' th e  
c e n tra l  d ru m . N a tio n a l 
ra ilw ay  veloc ipede  ra llie s  are 
still held .

A lbeit, it  seem s th a t W illard 
ceased  p ro d u c tio n  in  D over 
ab o u t 1865 an d  b y  1871 he 
w as liv ing  a t K ent Terrace,
Deal. Ten y ea rs  later, h e  w as 
liv in g  w ith  h is  son , a 
pho tographer, o n  th e  Strand,
W alm er. By th is  tim e, th e  
s le e k e r  b o n e sh a k e r ,
in tro d u ced  from  F rance  in  
1868, h a d  su p e rs e d e d  th e  
fou r-w hee led  veloc ipede  and  
b y  1887, W illard 's fac to ry  had  
closed. A n ad v ert for an  au c tio n  follow ing 
th e  closu re  in c lu d es  50 velocipedes.

W illard  d ied  in  1892 an d  w as b u rie d  a t St 
M ary 's C hurch , W alm er. H is w orkshop  in  
D eal is n o w  th e  M aritim e  a n d  L ocal 
H is to ry  M u seu m . O n 1 9 th  S e p te m b e r  
1899, D over's Mayor, Sir W illiam  C rundall 
(1847-1934), o rg a n ise d  D o v e r 's  f irs t 
m o to rca r exh ib ition  a t th e  C rabble A th letic  
G round . M em bers  o f  th e  A u tom obile  
A ssocia tion  drove dow n from  L ondon  for 
th e  ev e n t an d  25 or 26 v eh ic les  o f various 
ty p es  took  p a r t in  a g ran d  p a rad e  ro u n d

V elocipede, Severn Valley Ra ilw ay

th e  cycle track . T he  a sso rted  v eh ic les  
in c lu d ed  a veloc ipede  - a m o d e rn  day  
q u ad racyc le  - th a t w as p rob ab ly  m ad e  b y  
D over's W illard  Saw yer!

T h a t is n o t th e  en d  o f  th e  story, for in  1937 
th e  S cience  M u seu m  ac q u ire d  a four- 
w h e e l ve loc ipede  c 1860. At th e  tim e  o f 
th e  p u rc h a se , th e  T im e s  s ta te d  th a t  
W illa rd  S aw y er w as 'th e  b e s t-k n o w n  
E nglish  m a k e r  o f velocipedes.' T he  cap tion  
a t th e  Science M useum , w h e n  I saw  th e  
V elocipede, read , 'm ad e  b y  p io n e e r in g  
cycle m a k e r  W illard  S aw yer o f  D over!'



24

ESTABLISHED 1993

DOMESTIC & CONTRACT 
FLOORING

Please come in and browse 
or telephone for 

further information

62 London Road, Dover 
Kent CT17 0SP 

Tel: 01304 240071

No 4 Bench Street 
I Ifc,. \ J \ J  Dover, Kent CT161JH

* I I  Tel: 01304 211110
| | www.ilrusticorestaurant.org.uk

Traditional Italian Restaurant 
And Pizzeria 

Take-Away Menu Available
Opening Hours 12 - 2pm and 6pm - 10pm

http://www.ilrusticorestaurant.org.uk
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B & H Fireplaces
Suppliers of trad itio n al 

an d  cast stoves an d  fireplaces

W ith  f ire p la c e s  a n d  s to v es  
b e c o m in g  m o r e  p o p u la r  i n  th e  

U K  o u r  f a m ily  b u s in e s s  is  h o p in g  
to  c a r r y  a  r a n g e  to  s u i t  

We a re  H ETA S re g is te r e d  
in s ta l le r s  a n d  d o  f r e e  su rv e y s  to  

s u i t  y o u
V is i t  o u r  s h o w ro o m  a t  5 L o n d o n  

R o ad ,
D o v e r  C T 17 0ST 

o r  c a ll to  a r r a n g e  a  s u rv e y  
01304 242444 or 07872 665497

PAINT & DECOR
Yo u r  Lo c a l  De c o r a t i n g  Ce n t r e

Dover 84-86 Lo n d o n  Ro a d  
01304 204460

ID ECOR DISCOUNT
Walmer 28 The Strand 

01304 374104
for all your decorating needs 

help a n d  advice with all your 
decorating problems 

1,000’s o f  tinted co lou rs in 
Leyland a n d  Dulux 

100’s o f  Wallpapers

DOVER
Mo n  - Fri 7.30 - 4 Sat 9 - 3

deal
Mo n  - Fri 8 - 5 Sat 9 - 4

Maison Dieu Guest House 
Dover

The Pines Garden & St M argaret’s Museum 
Beach Road, St M argaret’s Bay 

Tel: 01304 851737

Tea Room & Museum
Wed -  Sun & Bank Holidays 

(Daily during the summer) 
10.00am - 4.30pm

Pines Garden
Open all year daily 
10.00am - 5.00pm

89 Maison Dieu Road, Dover, CT161RU

Quality affordable Bed & Breakfast guest 
accommodation, located in Dover town centre -  

great for friends and family.

Single, Double, Twin & Family En-suites 

available with free parking & Wi-Fi.

Barry & Di French Tel: 01304 204033 
www.maisondieu.co.uk

Dover Society 
Newsletter Binders

Available at £5.25 each 
Contact the editor at:

8 C herry  Tree A venue 
Dover, CT16 2NL 
Tel: 01304 213668 

Email: A lan.Lee1947@ ntlw orld.com

http://www.maisondieu.co.uk
mailto:Alan.Lee1947@ntlworld.com
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Sir Edward Wollaston Nadir Knocker (1838-1907)
Part II Martyn Webster

In  p a rt tw o o f th e  fourth  in  m y  series of 
essays on  th e  K nockers o f D over h ere  I 

reco u n t the  fu lsom e local p ress repo rts  of 
Sir W ollaston K nocker's funeral.

O b itu a r y  e x tr a c te d  a n d  e d i te d  f ro m  th e  
D o v e r E x p re ss  

F rid a y  2 7 th  S e p te m b e r  1907.
I t is w ith  very  deep  reg re t th a t w e have to 
reco rd  th e  dea th  o f Sir W ollaston K nocker 
C.B. th e  Town C lerk o f D over w ho passed 
aw ay  a t C astle H ill h o u se  o n  S unday  
m o rn in g  at 2 o 'clock a t th e  age o f 69 years. 
Sir W ollaston K nocker w as first taken  ill on 
S ep tem ber 1st from  a cold, b u t he  quickly 
recovered, and  it w as on  th e  following 
S unday  and  during  th e  w eek  he  took som e 
carriag e  d rives  a n d  se e m e d  to have  
p rac tic a lly  reco v e red  h is  u su a l h ea lth . 
D uring th e  n ig h t o f th e  14th inst., he  w as 
how ever tak en  seriously  ill. D r P inho rn  and  
D r M urphy  w ith  th e  b es t nu rs in g  aid took 
charge o f the case w hich  w as as w e have 
sta ted  last w eek  w as of a serious natu re . O n 
T uesday and  W ednesday th e re  w as a slight 
im p ro v em en t and  th a t w as m ain ta in ed  on 
T hursday . O n Saturday  th e  b u lle tin  stated  
th a t th e  acu te  sym ptom s (cholecystitis and 
a s th e n ia ) h a d  su b sid ed  b u t th a t  Sir 
W ollaston w as very  exhausted . Every  effort 
w as m ade  during  Saturday  to resto re  his 
streng th  b u t the action  of h is h e a rt and  h is 
b rea th in g  gradually  becam e feeb ler and  he 
passed  aw ay very  qu ie tly  at 2 o 'clock on 
S unday  m o rn in g  in  th e  p resence  o f the 
w hole of h is  fam ily. T he sad fact w as 
p ub lished  b y  th e  following an n o u n cem en t 
“Sir W ollaston K nocker passed  aw ay very  
qu ie tly  early  th is morning". T he new s w as 
h o w ev e r ch ie fly  m ad e  k n o w n  to th e  
tow nspeople  b y  th e  flags on th e  public

Sir W ollaston Knocker (1838-1907)

build ings being  ho isted  a t half-m ast a t an  
early  h o u r and  it cam e as a g reat shock  to 
the  tow n  as, a lthough  th e  serious illness o f 
Sir W ollaston K nocker w as c lea rly  
an n o u n ced  last w eek, the  unfavourab le  
b u lle tin  o f S a tu rd ay  w as n o t g en e ra lly  
k n o w n . By a ch an ce  th a t  m u s t have  
afforded som e consolation, the w hole o f Sir 
W ollaston's surviving fam ily w ere a t hom e 
d u rin g  h is  la s t illness. C ap ta in  A rth u r  
K nocker o f th e  F irst Royal Irish  Fusiliers 
w ho is sta tioned  in  Ind ia  had  b e e n  hom e on 
leave for som e tim e and  M r Lionel K nocker 
and  M r E. Knocker, th e  fo rm er hav ing  b een  
aw ay to th e  n o rth  o f E ngland and  th e  la tte r 
at M aidstone w ere b o th  a t hom e w h en  Sir 
W ollaston w as tak en  so seriously  ill and  Mrs 
Lush h is surviving d augh ter w as also in  
Dover.
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F u n e ra l  o f  S ir E d w ard  W ollaston  
K n o c k e r  -  2 5 th  S e p te m b e r  1907

A ccount ex trac ted  and  ed ited  from  th e  
D over Express 27th S eptem ber 1907 
T he fu n e ra l took  p lace  on  W ednesday  
afternoon  the first po rtion  o f the service 
taking place in  old St Jam es's  church  p rio r to 
th e  in te rm e n t a t St Ja m e s 's  C opt H ill 
C em etery . T he church  w as filled, and  round  
to th e  en trance  there  w as a large crow d of 
people w aiting  to pay  th e ir  last tribu te  of 
respect.

T hose p resen t in  old St Jam es's  church  
included  th e  M ayor of D over (C ouncillor 
G.F. Raggett) w hose chain  o f office w as 
veiled in  crepe, the R ecorder o f D over (Mr 
A.H. Bodkin), Sir W illiam C rundall (and 
am ongst m an y  o thers b u t principally) the 
A ld e rm en  o f Dover, B orough officials, 
Clerks, C om m ander 1st V olunteer Battalion 
of th e  Buffs, H eadm aste r D over College etc.

W hilst the congregation w ere aw aiting the 
en try  of th e  coffin, the  organ p layed  the  “O 
Rest in  the Lord”. T he corpse w as m e t at the 
en trance  o f th e  church  b y  the Bishop of 
Dover, the Rector (the Rev T.B. W atkins), the 
Rev C Clarke (curate) and  th e  Rev G eary 
Knocker, b ro th e r o f th e  deceased. T he Rev C 
Clarke p ron ounced  the opening  sen tences 
at th e  en trance  and  th e  coffin w as th en  
b o rne  to a b ie r n e a r  the com m union  table 
rails followed b y  M r Reginald Knocker, Capt. 
A rthu r Knocker, M essrs Lionel K nocker and  
a W.E. K nocker (sons), M essrs V ernon  
Knocker, S.H. K nocker a n d  L ongw orth  
K nocker (brothers), Capt. Lush (son-in-law) 
and  M r W H eyn.
T here  are w as a full cho ir p re sen t and  th ey  
led  th e  singing o f Psalm  39 to a slow chan t 
and  th e n  w as sung  th e  h y m n  “N ow the 
labourer's task  is o 'e r”. T he Bishop of D over 
read  the lesson and  th e n  w as sung the h y m n  
“O n th e  R esurrection  M orning”. W ith this, 
the  service in  the church  ended, and  the 
body  w as taken  in  the hearse again for its

resting  place in  St Jam es's  C em etery . As the 
coffin left the church  choir sang the “N unc 
D im itis”, “Now  Lord le ttes t T hy  servan t 
d e p a rt in  p e a c e ”. M r Soper ac ted  as 
accom panist.

T he coffin w as placed on an  open  hearse, 
w h ich  w as covered w ith  w reaths. T his w as 
followed b y  two m ore carriages contain ing 
w re a th s  an d  th e  c h ie f  m o u rn e rs  w ho 
followed in  th e  carriages w ere as follows: M r 
R. E. Knocker, M r L.C. Knocker, C aptain 
A.G. K nocker and  M r W.E. K nocker (sons), 
M r S idney H Knocker, M r V.E. K nocker and  
M r Longw orth K nocker (brothers), Col H.P. 
Knocker, M r W.W. Knocker, M r C. M cM ahon 
Knocker, D r A.G. Osborn, M r F rederick  
K nocker (cousins), Capt. R.F. Lush (son-in- 
law), L ieutenant-C olonel J.F. H oneyball (1st 
V o lun teer B attalion th e  Buffs), M r L.W. 
Mead, M r J. Monger, M r A. W. M arsh, Mr 
F.W. Crofts, (M r A. W. W ebster w as 
p revented), M r W. H eyn  (rep resen ting  Sir 
W eetm an  Pearson), th e  M ayor and  
C orporation  of D over and  officials ;the Right 
Rev the Bishop o f Dover, th e  Rev W.G. 
K nocker (brother), th e  Revd. T.B. Watkins, 
th e  Revd C. Clarke and  m an y  others. O n the 
M ayor's carriage th e  Town Sergeant (Mr 
C hapm an) rode on  the box bearing  the 
B orough M ace w hich  w as draped  in  crepe. 
B eside th e  carriag es m a rch ed  C h ief 
Constable K nott and  Inspecto r Fox.

T he  cortege  p ro ceed ed  to St Jam es 's  
C em etery  b y  w ay  o f Castle Hill, Castle 
Street, M aison D ieu road, Park Avenue, 
Salisbury Road and  Frith  Road. T he route 
w as lined  w ith  tow nspeople and  th e  houses 
th roughou t had  th e ir  b linds draw n. The 
low er p a rt o f F rith  Road w as lined  on  e ither 
side b y  the boys of the B uckland Council 
schools. At the cem e te ry  th ere  w as a great 
crowd, and  am ongst those aw aiting the 
arrival o f the funeral procession  there, and  
w ho had  n o t b een  p re sen t at the service in  
th e  chu rch  w ere no ticed  a long list o f local
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w orthies. O n the arrival o f the cortege at the 
c em e te ry , th e  h ea rse  drove u p  to th e  
m o rtu a ry  chapel and  the coffin w as th en  
tran sfe rred  to the b earers  and  carried  to the 
grave. T he grave is situated  on the  top o f the 
steep  hill in  the south-w est co rn er o f the 
cem etery , w here  so m an y  notable D over 
m e n  are bearing  am ongst th em  being  Dr 
A stley, S ir R ichard  D ickeson, M r C.K. 
Worsfold, M r A rthu r H arby  and  m an y  m ore. 
It is s itu a ted  to th e  so u th  side o f a 
m o n u m e n t w hich  bears the inscription: “In 
m e m o ry  o f E lizabeth  M ozier Knocker, 
beloved wife o f Edw ard K nocker w ho died 
O ctober 1859 aged 51. Also H e n rie tta  
Augusta, th e ir  daugh ter and  th e ir  in fan t 
sons, in te rred  in  fam ily vaults at A lkham  
and  St Jam es's  church. Also of the above 
E dw ard K nocker Esq F.S. w ho d ied  at 
Torquay on  C hristm as D ay 1884 aged 80. His 
m orta l rem a in s are in te rre d  in  Torquay 
C em etery”.

O ver th e  grave w as a m o n u m e n ta l in  
m em o ry  o f Edw ard A ugustus w ho died 
O ctober 16, 1867 aged in  n in e  w eeks and 
Percy W ollaston w ho died A pril 21, 1876 
aged 6? m o n th s  in fan t sons o f Edw ard 
W ollaston and  Clara C aroline Knocker.

T he grave w hich  w as a b rick  vau lt w as lined 
w ith  w hite and  blue asters, ivy, yew  and 
lau res tin e . At th e  g raveside th e  fam ily  
m em bers  form ed at the foot w hile at the 
h ead  o f the graves o f the Revd. T.B. Watkins, 
th e  Revd. W.G. K nocker and  th e  Revd. 
C harles Clarke supported  b y  the suppliced 
ch o ir o f St Ja m e s 's  old ch u rch . T he 
com m itta l p rayers w ere th e n  read  b y  the 
Revd. T.B. W atkins and  at the conclusion the 
h y m n  “N earer m y  God to T h ee” w as sung by  
th e  ch o ir an d  th e  b e n e d ic tio n  w as 
p ronounced  b y  the rec to r o f St Jam es. For a 
long w hile afterw ards the crow d filed past 
th e  grave in  p rocession and  inspected  the 
lovely w reaths. T he coffin w hich  w as o f 
panelled  oak w ith  heavy  b rass fittings bore

the following inscription:
“Edw ard W ollaston N adir K nocker K.B., C.B. 
b o rn  17 Ju ly  1838 d ied 22 Sep tem ber 1907”. 
T he fu n e ra l a r ra n g e m e n ts  w ere  m o s t 
sa tisfac to rily  ca rr ied  o u t b y  M essrs 
F lashm an  & Co.

It is a m a tte r  o f im m ense  and  sad reg re t to 
have to record  th a t a fter the passage o f over 
100 years th e  p resen t ru inous condition  in  
the y ea r 2017 o f th e  grave m em oria l to Sir 
Edward has now  becom e such th a t in  the 
opin ion  o f th is essayist it does disservice to 
a m an  w ho alm ost alone created  the D over 
o f today. Such a state o f affairs is surely  
u n w orthy  o f the  tow n to w hich  he dedicated 
h is w hole life and  w as kn igh ted  for his 
efforts. T he children , a fte r 43 y ea rs  o f 
m arriage, o f Sir Edward W ollaston N adir 
K nocker an d  h is w ife Clara C aroline nee 
C hantrell, w ho h e rse lf died in  1919 at 38 
M aison D ieu Road (now  dem olished), to 
w here  she had  m oved after th e  sale o f Castle 
H ill H ouse in  1911, aged 83 years, w ere as 
follows, th e ir  lack  o f rep roduction  being 
quite rem arkable  w ith  th e  p roliferation  of 
prev ious genera tions in  contrast:
1. M abel Clara (1868-1903), la te r w ife o f 
Jo h n  H erb ert D ickson, 5th Bom bay Light 
In fan try . B uried  Q uetta , B engal (now  
Pakistan). No descendan ts
2. E dw ard A ugustus (1869-1869). In fan t 
bu ried  St Jam es (new )
3 .R eginald E dw ard M.B.E. (1870-1956) 
Solicitor, succeeded  h is father as Town C lerk 
(1907-1935). B uried  Eridge, Sussex. No 
descendants.
4. L ionel C han tre ll (1872-1953) Captain, 
C heshire Regim ent, la te r farm er after World 
War I, w ith  b ro th e r  A rth u r  G erald, on 
V ancouver Island , B ritish  C olum bia, 
Canada. D ied there  -  w as m arried  b u t no 
know n descendants.
5. Cecil (1873-1873). In fan t b u ried  St Jam es 
(new )
6. A rth u r G erald (1874- 1963) Major, Royal 
Irish  Fusiliers, la te r farm er after World War
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I, w ith  b ro th e r  L ionel C han tre ll, on 
V ancouver Island , B ritish  C olum bia, 
Canada. D ied there- w as m arried  b u t no 
know n descendants.
7. P ercy  W ollaston (1875-1876) In fan t, 
b u ried  St Jam es (new )
8. E velyn  H e n rie tta  (1877-1960). Twice 
m arried .
Firstly  to Jo h n  D udley  Scott (1898-1902) 
w ho w as found dead w ith  h is bicycle in  a 
field n e a r h is fam ily hom e at Stroud, in  
G loucestershire, m u rd e red  by  a gunsho t to 
the back  of the head. H is w ife and  two infan t 
ch ild ren  w ere in  Sevenoaks w ith  K nocker 
re la tiv es  a t th e  tim e. Such m y s te rio u s  
c ircu m stan ces  w ere  u n re so lv ed  a t th e

en su in g  in q u e s t and  n ew sp ap e r repo rts  
re fe rred  to “rum ours" said b y  Sir W ollaston 
to be  baseless. O ne son (killed in  th e  First 
War) and  one daugh ter w ith  descendants. 
Secondly to Robert Free Lush (1903-1946), 
Lt.Col. P rince o f Wales Own, West Yorkshire 
Battalion. D ied Hale, N orfolk bu ria l place 
uncerta in . O ne daughter, d ied unm arried . 
D escendan ts w ith  th e  su rn am e Bird b y  the 
second  m arriage provide the  sole line of 
slim  descen t am ong h e r  siblings from  all of 
Sir W ollaston K nocker's n in e  ch ild ren  into 
th e  p resen t day.
9. W ollaston E rnest (1879-1943) Electrical 
Engineer. M arried, no  descendants. D ied 
B ishops Stortford, bu ria l place unknow n.

River Dour Partnership Deborah Gasking

Re m e m b e r m e te llin g  y o u  w e w ere  
aw aiting good new s for D over? Well, all 

is now  confirm ed.

First, th e  BIG story: £150,000 for 'O ur F inest 
D our' project. F unders are: H eritage L ottery 
Fund  (95k), D over D istrict Council, the 
E n v iro n m en t Agency, D over Town Council, 
D over Big Local, S o u th e rn  Water, and  
A ffinity Water.

W orks w ill include:
1. C onverting  th e  d isused  B uckland toilet 
b lock in to  a p e rm a n e n t river cen tre  to 
facilitate activ ities and  provide in form ation .
2. D elivering a p rog ram m e of d ifferen t 
tra in ing  o ppo rtun ities  for volunteers.
3 . Establishing and  tra in  a core group of 
around  10-15 vo lu n tee r river rangers.
4 . C arrying ou t resto ra tion  w ork  to im prove 
hab ita ts and  c lear invasive w eeds.
5. Setting up  a 'livestream ' show ing the 
w ildlife in  th e  river.
6 . D e livering  a se r ie s  o f  ed u ca tio n  
w orkshops w ith  local schools and  colleges.
7. H osting  a series o f en gagem en t even ts 
includ ing  a River D our Festival.

8 . E stablishing an  action  p lan  to provide 
long te rm  m an ag e m en t alongside partners.

T he HLF g ran t has b e e n  aw arded  to D over 
D istric t C ouncil an d  th e  W hite Cliffs 
C ountryside Partnership , w hich  applied  for 
th e  funding. T he pro ject w ill be  delivered  
w ith  a range o f key  partners, includ ing  the 
River D our P artn ersh ip  and  South East 
Rivers Trust.

For m o re  in fo rm atio n , o r if  y o u 're  
in te re s te d  in  b e in g  a r iv e r  ranger, or 
vo lun teering  as p a rt o f th e  project, p lease 
em ail iona.dubieniec@ dover.gov.uk

A nd th e  next...
T he V ictorian railings along th e  R iver nex t 
to B eaconsfie ld  Road. T he  S tru c tu re s  
M ain tenance  Team  L eader h as recen tly  
advised  th a t he  has ju s t approved  for KCC 
H ighw ays to re fu rb ish  an d  p a in t th e  
existing railings along th e  p a th  dow n to the 
River D our to ge ther w ith  repairs and  railing 
connections to th e  b rick  w all itself. He 
says, hopefully , it w ill be b y  th e  en d  o f 
M arch 2019.

mailto:iona.dubieniec@dover.gov.uk
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1st Prize £100
Pfus many Consolation

Prizes to be won

Support a British 
tradition 

Display your tree in 
the w indow for the 

benefit of others!

Organizer/Sponsor 
Graham Wanstall 

Dover Town 
Councillor for Castle 

Ward

Christmas Trees displayed in windows w ill be judged from 
Wednesday 19th December 2018 to Saturday 5th January 2019
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Tribute to Surgeon Heroine of War 
Responsible for the Saving of Many Lives

Peter Sherred

The life and  w ork  o f G ertrude  Toland, a 
su rgeon  an d  D over GP, w ho saved the 

lives o f m a n y  D u n k irk  so ld ie rs  an d  
c iv ilian s d u rin g  W orld W ar Two, w as 
rem em b ered  on  F riday  17th A ugust. A 
p laque w as u n ve iled  in  h e r  h o n o u r in  
B uckland H ospita l b y  h e r  son, Gordon, in  
th e  p resen ce  o f th e  C ha irm an  o f th e  East 
K ent H ospitals U n iversity  NHS Foundation  
T rust P ro fesso r S tep h en  Sm ith; D ep u ty  
M edical D irec to r o f th e  T rust Jo n a th a n  
Purday; th e  Right W orshipful th e  Town 
M ayor o f D over; C ouncillo r M rs Susan  
Jones, P res id en t E lect o f th e  R otary Club of 
Dover; D avid Fisher; m em b ers  o f h e r  son 's 
fam ily; R otarians and  friends.

Fulsom e tr ib u tes  w ere  paid  to D r G ertrude 
M ary  B eatrice Toland MD, FRCS., (1901
1985) b y  P rofessor Sm ith, Jo n a th a n  P urday  
an d  C o u n c illo r Jo n e s  b e fo re  h e r  son, 
Gordon, w as in v ited  to unve il a p laque 
specially  com m issioned  b y  th e  R otary Club 
o f D over m em bers. In  h is  tr ib u te  Professor

D r Gertrude Toland in Retirement

Sm ith  ind ica ted  it w as h igh ly  app rop ria te  to 
re m e m b e r G ertrude  Toland in  th e  y ear 
w h e n  th e  NHS w as co m m em o ra tin g  the  
70th an n iv e rsa ry  o f its foundation  and  he 
p ra ised  h e r  ach iev em en ts  w hile rem in d in g  
h is aud ience  th a t th e  H ea lth  Service w as 
re lian t on  v e ry  m a n y  peop le  includ ing  
surgeons, nu rses, co n su ltan ts  and  o th e r 
h e a lth  care  p ro fessio n a ls , as w ell as 
anc illa ry  staff. M r P u rday  reca lled  th a t 
G e rtru d e  T oland tr a in e d  a t St M ary 's 
H ospital, London, w here  she qualified  MD 
in  1930 gain ing  th e  FRCS in  1931 an d  being  
one o f th e  v e ry  ea rly  w o m en  doctors to be 
aw arded  this. H e said he  and  Professor 
Sm ith  felt p riv ileged  and  h o n o u red  to be 
a tte n d in g  th e  c e re m o n y  to  h o n o u r  
G ertrude  Toland as th e y  b o th  had  a tten d ed  
St M ary 's H ospital. H e re fe rred  to h e r  
w a rtim e  w o rk  o f  co p in g  w ith  h o sp ita l 
du ties  as w ell as h e r  GP p ractice  and  
especia lly  a t a period  o f g rea t challenge 
du ring  th e  evacuation  o f D u n k irk  w h e n  she 
w orked  tire lessly  for n in e  days, w ith  o thers 
opera ting  on  severe ly  in ju red  troops landed  
a t Dover.

M ayor o f Dover, M rs Sue Jones, in  h e r  
tr ib u te  to D r Toland, re fe rred  to the  fact she 
h ad  m ad e  sign ifican t advances as a w om an  
in  w h a t h ad  h ith e rto  b e e n  v e ry  m u ch  the 
dom ain  o f m e n  and  it w as particu la rly  
w o rth y  to re m e m b e r h e r  co n trib u tio n  to 
se c u r in g  e q u a li ty  for w o m e n  in  h e r  
profession . She th an k ed  m em b ers  o f the 
R otary Club o f D over for th e ir  in itia tive in  
p rov id ing  th e  p laque and  in d ica ted  h e r  
re sea rch  show ed th a t G ertrude  served  as a 
Town C ouncillo r and  h ad  b e e n  D epu ty  
M ayor o f D over in  th e  1960's.
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H av ing  u n v e ile d  th e  p laque , G ordon  
Toland, w ho w as accom pan ied  b y  h is w ife 
E lizabeth , re a d  o u t its  in s c r ip tio n  and  
th an k ed  the  NHS T rust an d  its  C ha irm an  
a n d  M edical D irec to r for a llow ing  th e  
m em o ria l to be  p laced  in  th e  n ew  B uckland 
H ospita l and  th an k ed  th em  an d  the  M ayor 
for th e ir  a tten d an ce  and  th e ir  k ind  w ords 
abou t h is  m other. H e th an k ed  th e  Rotary 
Club o f D over for its in itia tive and  th e  
P re s id e n t E lect, D avid  F isher, for h is  
a tte n d a n c e  a t th e  c e rem o n y . G ordon  
singled  ou t m y  in itia tive in  en su rin g  bo th  
th a t an  orig inal p laque  had  b e e n  p laced  in  
th e  fo rm e r h o sp ita l in  1991 an d  for 
a rra n g in g  th e  re p la c e m e n t p la q u e  in  
m e m o ry  o f  D r G ertru d e  Toland to be  
e rec ted  in  th e  n ew  hospital, in  a location  
access ib le  to m e m b e rs  o f th e  pub lic . 
G ordon ind ica ted  h is m o th e r  w as b o rn  in  
E d inburgh  and  h ad  m arrie d  h is father, D r 
Patrick  Toland, in  1932 m oving  to D over 
w h ere  she w orked  in  th e  Royal V ictoria and  
B uckland H ospita ls as w ell as be in g  a GP at 
C lyde H ouse in  M aison D ieu Road u n til h e r  
re tire m en t. H e recalled  h is m o th e r  had  
b ro k en  th ro u g h  several glass ceilings in  h e r  
ca ree r and  th a t in  th e  war, in  add ition  to 
h e r  su rgeon  du ties in  th e  hospital, she 
sing le-handed ly  ra n  th e  GP practice  as Dr 
Patrick  w as called  u p  as a m ed ic  w ith  th e

a rm y  in  Italy, re tu rn in g  to th e  jo in t practice  
in  1945. H e recalled  h is  m o th e r  opera ted  
during  w artim e  in  u n d erg ro u n d  b u n k e rs  at 
B uckland H ospital and  during  th e  n ine  
days o f u n s tin tin g  w ork  a t th e  tim e  o f the 
D u n k irk  evacuation  o p era ted  on  m ore  th a n  
350 w o u n d ed  troops o f w hom  som e 300 
survived. She h ad  recalled  th a t th e  team s of 
surgeons, one o f w h ich  w as led  b y  her, 
w orked  side b y  side on  tw o opera ting  tab les 
m in is te r in g  to th e  w o u n d ed , m a n y  o f 
w hom  h ad  arrived  a t th e  hosp ita l w earing  
th e ir  d ir ty  fie ld  d ressings . G ordon  
m en tio n ed  h is m o th e r also a tten d ed  m an y  
peop le  in ju red  b y  th e  co n stan t shelling  of 
D over from  th e  G erm an  g uns in  Calais. She 
re m a in e d  in  Dover, k n o w n  as H ellfire  
C orner, th ro u g h o u t th e  w a r d riv ing  to 
d iffe ren t hosp ita ls in  h e r  M orris ca r o ften  at 
n ig h t in  th e  b lack o u ts , w h ic h  w as 
dangerous. In  add ition  to B uckland and  
T he Royal V ictoria a hosp ita l w as located  at 
W aldershare d u ring  th e  y ea rs  o f conflict. 
G ertrude  and  h e r  h u sb an d  re tired  from  
th e ir  p rac tice  in  1968, he  su b seq u en tly  
dying in  1979 and  she in  1985. Post w ar she 
h ad  also  w o rk ed  as a c o n su lta n t 
gynaecolog ist and  obstetric ian .

N e ith e r  G e rtru d e  or P a tr ick  Toland 
received  an y  official recogn ition  b y  the 

nation , o r the tow n, during  th e ir  
life tim es  for th e i r  m a n y  
con tribu tions to D over's life and  
w h ile  a m e m o ria l b e n c h  w as 
u n ve iled  on  th e  seafron t on  27th 
M ay 1990 b y  th e  th e n  M ayor, 
C ouncillo r W. N ew m an  as p a rt o f 
th e  50 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  
D u n k irk  ev acu a tio n
com m em orations, it w as n o t un til 
th e  R o tary  C lub o f D over 
com m issioned  a m em o ria l p laque 
in  th e  R otary y e a r  1990-1991 th a t a 
ded ica ted  fixed m em o ria l to th is 
o u ts ta n d in g  lad y  w as u n v e ile d  
n e a r  to w here  she o p era ted  in  theD r Gertrude Toland with son Gordon at C lyde House
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fo rm er B uckland H ospital. I w as priv ileged  
to be  th e  P res id en t o f the  R otary Club at 
th a t tim e. Following th e  dem o lition  o f the 
fo rm er B uckland H ospital I m ade  in q u iry  
as to th e  w h ereab o u ts  o f th e  m em o ria l 
p laque and  a scerta ined  it h ad  b e e n  lost. In  
co n junc tion  w ith  th e  H ospital T rust I set 
about to rec tify  m atte rs. T h an k s to the 
w illin g n ess  o f th e  T rust to  d isp lay  a 
rep lacem en t p laque  and  th e  co-operation  
o f A m anda  Bedford o f th e  T rust an d  w ith  
th e  ag reem en t o f G ordon Toland, a n ew  
p laque w ith  ag reed  w ord ing  w as p roduced  
w h ich  is now  on  d isp lay  in  th e  recep tio n  
area  in  th e  'n ew ' B uckland H ospital. For 
m a n y  D o vorians it  w as h u g e ly  
d isa p p o in tin g  th a t  su ch  a rem ark ab le  
w om an  w as n o t recogn ised  in  h e r  lifetim e 
so I w as p leased  to be  able to un v e il the 
orig inal p laque in  1991 as w ell as be ing  
p riv ileged  to in itia te  a rep lacem en t. Tribute 
sh o u ld  b e  p a id  to th e  H o sp ita l T rust 
genera lly  for rem ed y in g  th e  loss o f the

orig inal p laque  b y  offering a location  for a 
re p la c e m e n t w hich, appropria te ly , is sited  
b e low  som e pho tographs p re sen ted  b y  the 
League o f F riends o f th e  hosp ita l and  w hich  
in  p a rticu la r focus on  the  opera ting  con tex t 
o f th e  fo rm er hospital. I found  it satisfying 
to be  p re se n t to see G ordon Toland u nve il a 
second  p e rm a n e n t m em o ria l to h is  m o th e r 
in  th e  'n ew ' B uckland H ospita l so th a t h e r  
life and  w orks can  be  re ta in ed  for po ste rity  
a n d  in  a m ed ical en v iro n m e n t w h ich  w ould  
be  all too fam ilia r for her.

T he R otary e th ic  is b ased  u p o n  “Service 
above Self”, w h ich  w ords ap p ea r on  the 
n ew  p laque  to g e th e r w ith  the  R otary logo. 
“A  fin er exam ple o f service above se lf 
w o u ld  b e  h a rd  to fin d ” sa id  a club 
spokesm an .

In  A pril 2018 th e  D over Society in s ta lled  a 
b lu e  p laque at C lyde H ouse in  m e m o ry  of 
G ertrude  Toland.
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Death of Ian George Gill, CVO (1938-2017)
Former Dover Town Clerk

The d e a th  on  15th
D ecem ber 2017 at th e  age 

o f 79 w as an n o u n ced  early  
th is y e a r (2018) of Ian  Gill 
CVO, D over's last Town C lerk 
u n d e r  th e  old o rder w hose 
office te rm in a ted  in  1974 on 
th e  im p lem en ta tio n  o f th e  
Local G overnm en t Act 1972 
and  th e  abolition o f th e  old 
D over Borough Council. H is 
tow n  c lerksh ip  concluded  the 
cen tu rie s  old civic office th a t 
had  b e e n  defined  for D over 
in  th e  n in e te e n th  and  
tw en tie th  cen tu rie s  b y  th ree  genera tions of 
th e  K nocker fam ily. N ew s o f h is passing 
w as d issem ina ted  locally  in  D over by  an  
item  in  th e  D over M ercury  o f 24th Ja n u a ry  
2018. H is role b e tw een  1969 and  1974 had  
b e e n  responsib ility  for D over's affairs, its 
Solicitor and  Coroner, th e n  H o norary  Town 
C lerk to th e  D over C harte r T rustees un til 
1996, and  as R egistrar and  Seneschal o f the 
C inque Ports b e tw een  1979 and  2005 all o f 
w h ich  w ork  w as appreciable, and  a t tim es 
challenging, in  th e  testing  circum stances he 
had  to take on  at th e  outset. H e w as once 
described  as the  “im presario  o f D over's 
g rea test show ”.

Ian  Gill, a solicitor b y  profession, first cam e 
to D over in  1967, th e n  aged 29, w h en  
a p p o in te d  d e p u ty  to w n  c le rk  to th e  
form idable Town C lerk o f th e  tim e, Jam es 
A. Jo h n so n  (Jam es A), w ho had  held  sw ay 
in  office a ltogether for 21 years previously. 
It m u s t have b e e n  no m e a n  tu telage. O n M r 
Jo h n s o n 's  r e t ire m e n t in  1969 Ia n  Gill 
succeeded  as Town Clerk, rem ain ing  in

office for th e  nex t five years 
and  as such  w as one o f the 
youngest tow n  clerks in  the 
co u n try . In  e a rly  1979, 
a lthough  having  left D over 
b y  th is tim e, he  w as called 
u p o n  to  take  office as 
R egistrar an d  S eneschal o f 
th e  C inque Ports up o n  the 
ab ru p t resignation  from  th a t 
age old title  o f  Ja m e s  A. 
J o h n s o n  w ho, since  1949, 
h a d  d o m in a te d  its 
p ro ceed in g s; D over's  tow n  
c lerks trad itio n a lly  ho ld ing  

bo th  posts. Ian  Gill w as th ro w n  in  at the 
deep  end. For, a t th e  tim e, p repara tions 
w ere in  full sw ing for th e  Q ueen  M other's 
in sta lla tion  in  th e  su m m er o f 1979 as Lord 
W arden b u t had  b e e n  p u t in to  dire jeo p a rd y  
b y  M r Jo hnson 's  su d d en  departure , caused 
b y  a m o re  th a n  p rim a  d o n n a  sp a t o f 
p e rso n a litie s  b e tw e e n  h im  an d  c e rta in  
m em b ers  o f D over D istrict Council. It w as 
all over th e  su m m a ry  rem o v a l o f M r 
Jo h n s o n 's  n a m e p la te  as C inque  Ports 
R egistrar and  Seneschal from  w h a t w as th e n  
the  tow n clerk 's office at N ew  Bridge H ouse. 
At th e  sam e tim e M r Jo h n so n  had, it m ight 
now  be  said, alm ost ra th e r  sp itefu lly  a t such 
a crucial m om en t, re trieved  to h is  hom e in 
B o u rn em o u th  th e  S ilver O ar from  th e  
D over D istrict C ouncil offices, an  item  of 
C inque  P orts regalia , w h ich  h e  h ad  
pu rchased  som e years ea rlie r and  given on 
loan  in  1968 a fter th e  th e ft o f the  original 
and  o th er civic p ieces from  th e ir  safe at the 
old m u seu m  in  Ladywell in  1966. T he Silver 
O ar is th e  cen tu ries  old sym bol o f th e  Lord 
W arden's ju risd ic tion  in  A dm iralty  m atters.

Martyn Webster
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It therefo re  fell to Ian  Gill and  th e  C inque 
Ports F ederation  to take over at the  very  
s h o r te s t possib le  no tice  b o th  th e  
p rep a ra tio n s , w ith o u t th e  p rev io u s  
experience th a t M r Jo h n so n  had  had  at h is 
com m and, and  the  com m ission  o f a n ew  
silv er o a r re q u ire d  b y  th e  in s ta lla tio n  
cerem onials. T he n ew  oar w as h u rr ied ly  
and  skilfu lly  m ade b y  P rofessor G erald 
B enney, th e  Q ueen  M other's silversm ith. 
T his oar is in  use  to th is  day  and  paraded  
y e a rly  a t S p eak er's  D ay  (th is  y e a r  in  
H astings on  29th Septem ber). T he original 
is still lost and  the fate o f th e  re trieved  
rep lacem en t loan  item  unknow n . In  the 
event, at th e  tim e however, despite  these 
tr ia ls  an d  tr ib u la tio n s , th e  in s ta lla tio n  
ce rem o n y  “D over's g rea test show ” w en t 
ah ead  as p la n n e d  on  1st A ugust 1979 
according to th e  cerem onia l p reced en t set 
b y  Edw ard K nocker in  1861. It w as all ably 
carried  ou t w ith  aplom b and  d istinction  at 
th e  h an d s o f M r Gill, assisted  b y  staff o f 
T h an e t D istrict C ouncil to w h ich  he  w as 
th e n  C hief Executive, and  th e  C inque Ports 
Federa tion , a lm o st as th o u g h  n o th in g  
un tow ard  h ad  h ap p en ed  in  th e  run-up.

Ian  George Gill had  b een  b o rn  on  20th 
February  1938 in  D um fries, Scotland, the 
son of a civil servan t. It is be lieved  th a t his 
b ack g ro u n d  w as n o t e n tire ly  S co ttish  
how ever. A  graduate  of D urham  U niversity, 
he  began  h is legal ca reer as a tra in ee  w ith  
P e te rb o ro u g h  C ouncil w h ere , a fte r  
qualifying, he  b ecam e assistan t solicitor to 
th a t council. H e th e n  m oved  on  as sen io r 
ass is tan t so lic ito r w ith  L inco ln  counc il 
w here  he  w as th e ir  sen io r assistan t solicitor. 
H e m oved  to D over in  1967 from  w here  in  
1974, a fte r  local g o v e rn m e n t 
reorganisation , he  b ecam e ch ie f executive 
of T h an e t D istrict Council. H e still re ta in ed  
stro n g  D over a sso c ia tio n s h o w ev er as 
h o n o ra ry  tow n  c lerk  to the  D over C harter 
T rustees before th e  estab lishm en t o f the 
c u r re n t D over Tow n C ouncil in  1996

w h e re b y  th e  office o f  to w n  c le rk  w as 
re insta ted . A part from  th e  installa tion  o f the 
Q u een  M o th e r as Lord W arden o f  th e  
C inque  P orts an d  a tte n d in g  u p o n  h e r  
th e rea fte r  in  h is full capacity  as R egistrar 
and  Seneschal, he  also p resided  over the 
in s ta lla tio n  ce rem o n ia ls  o f h e r  c u rre n t 
successor, th e  Lord Boyce, at D over in  2005.

H e re tired  from  office th e  following year. In  
recogn ition  of h is service to th e  C inque 
Ports he  w as appo in ted  first as a L ieu tenan t 
o f th e  Royal V ictorian  O rder and  th e n  
p rom o ted  to a C om m ander o f th e  Order. 
T he  p h o to g rap h  acco m p an y in g  th is  
o b ituary  depicts Ian  Gill (on th e  left) taken  
a t a re tire m e n t d in n e r he ld  in  h is honour, 
on  13th Ja n u a ry  2006. It show s h im  being  
p re sen ted  b y  the  Lord W arden w ith  a scroll 
signed by  all th e  m ayors and  officers o f the 
C inque Ports. H is te rm  o f office had  b een  
b e tw een  1st F ebruary  1979 and  21st O ctober 
2005.

Ian  Gill had  b een  in  failing hea lth  for a 
decade, la tte r ly  a t a n u rs in g  h o m e  in  
B eltinge, n e a r  H e rn e  Bay. A  w idow er, 
w hose w ife G loria d ied  in  2007, he  leaves 
th ree  children , th e  you n g est o f w hom  is 
D ovorian  b y  b irth . H is funera l on  22nd 
J a n u a ry  2018 a t St A n d rew 's  c h u rch  
B roadstairs w as a tten d ed  b y  a n u m b e r o f his 
fo rm er colleagues from  th e  C inque Ports, 
includ ing  th e  cu rren t Lord W arden, the 
Speaker and  Ian  Russell, h is successor and  
fo rm er jo in t solicitor colleague, the  p resen t 
R egistrar and  Seneschal. Ian  Gill w as b u ried  
in  M argate cem etery . H e had  done good 
service for D over in  h is various em in en t 
capacities.

I  a m  indebted to M r Ia n  Russell fo r  his 
k ind  help to m e in  contributing  to this 
ob ituary. O ther detail has been culled  
fro m  contem porary editions o f  the D over 
Express, D over M ercury a n d  the public  
record.
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Traditional, Eco-friendly, Alternative and Pre-Paid funerals available
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Jenn y O lpin

The past few  m o n th s have seen  our 
R e fu rb ish m en t m e m b e rs  b u sy  

d iscussing th e  fo rthcom ing  visit b y  our 
D over D istrict C ouncil portfolio ho lder for 
tourism , Cllr. M J  Holloway. We w ere no t 
d isappointed. H is visit, p resen ta tion  and  
subsequen t d iscussion w as so energetic  and 
inform ative it w as refresh ing  to h ea r o f the 
positive, cross p a rty  p lans th a t included  
funding for a n ew  Tourism  Team. We are 
looking forward to sharing  the n ew  th ink ing  
w ith  you as th e  Tourism  Team develops and  
publishes its stra tegy  in  a few  m on ths ' tim e 
n o t o n ly  for th e  D over D istric t b u t 
particularly , o f course, for Dover.

R efurb ishm ent have also progressed in  the ir 
efforts to im prove th e  signage for D over 
Castle on  th e  ER32 Right o f Way from  
L angdon Cliffs th rough  to U pper Road. We 
are w orking in  partn ersh ip  w ith  Cllr Pam 
Brivio o f th e  W alkers are W elcome initiative 
and  Neil M cC ullum  o f English H eritage in  
hoping  to give our visitors d irections for an  
alternative access to th e  Castle.

L itter issues are our very  m u ch  our m ain  
b usiness and  contact has b een  m ade to our 
local au tho rity  regarding rubb ish  outside the 
old Sainsbury  building, G uston lay-by and  
L im ekiln  S treet. L itter m an ag e m en t has 
taken  R efurb ishm ent into enqu iring  o f our 
local stores th e ir policies on  plastic. O ur 
R efurb ishm ent m em b er Mike M cFarnell is 
leading on th is and  is cu rren tly  in  contact 
w ith  Tesco and  is looking to com pare th e ir 
ac tiv ity  in  reduc ing  th e  use  o f plastic. 
H opefully  m em bers w ill support u s  on  this 
and  any  help  w ith  th is initiative w ill always 
be  welcome!

We are p lann ing  for ou r O ctober m eeting  
w ith  C hief Inspecto r M ark W eller at D over 
Police S tation. Item s for d iscussion  are 
rough  sleepers, d ru n k en n ess  and  anti-social 
language. I w ill feedback in  ou r M arch issue. 
M eanw hile w e continue w ith  our m on th ly  
R efu rb ishm en t agenda th a t inc ludes the 
appearance  o f the tow n, clean liness and  
litter, h ighw ays and  pathw ays and  anti-social 
behaviour.

Letter to the Editor
O tta w a y  A r t ic le  P ag e  9, I s s u e  N o. 92

I v e ry  m u ch  en joyed  read ing  the  artic le  on  D over h e ro  C u th b e rt 
O ttaw ay. H ow ever th e  artic le  s ta ted  th a t C u th b ert w as th e  on ly  
m a n  ever to have p lay ed  five d iffe ren t sp o rts  to b lue  level.

T h is  shou ld  have read  th a t he  w as th e  first p e rso n  to do so, an d  th e  o n ly  O xford s tu d en t 
to ach ieve this.

Five y ea rs  a fte r C u thbert, A lfred L y tte lton  b ecam e  a C am bridge b lue  in  th e  sam e five 
sports. L y tte lton  la te r  w e n t o n  to beco m e  a QC, L iberal MP, and  S ecre ta ry  o f S tate for the  
C olonies.

Best regards
M ichael Jeffrey , 4 Battle o f B ritain  Flats, D over
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Peter Sherred

o th e  b u rn in g  question  was, 
w ho w ould  find  h im se lf  or 

h e rse lf  M ayor a fter th e  M ayor 
M aking  m e e tin g  in  D over 
Town H all on  T hu rsd ay  14th 
M ay 2015? T he com plexion of 
th e  C ouncil w as su ch  th a t 
anyone  from  th e  th ree  groups 
th a t  m ad e  u p  D over Town 
C ouncil on  th a t n igh t could 
em erge  as th e  n ex t lead ing  
to w n  rep re se n ta tiv e  for the  
civic y e a r 2015 - 2016 th ere  
b e in g  fo u r In d p e n d e n t 
C ouncillo rs, six L abour 
C ounc illo rs a n d  fou r 
C onservative C ouncillors all o f w hom  had, 
on ly  a few  days earlie r on  7th May, stood 
for e lec tion  for th e  various w ards th a t m ake 
u p  th e  D over Town C ouncil e lectorate. 
C hris topher Jo h n  Precious, k now n  m ore 
u sua lly  as C hris Precious, w as e lec ted  as 
one o f th e  Town C ouncillors for Town and  
P ier w ard  along w ith  Jo h n  H eron . H e w en t 
in to  th e  key  C ouncil m ee tin g  know ing he 
w ould  be  p roposed  as Mayor, b u t w ho 
w ould  suppo rt h im ? A L abour C ouncillor 
w as also proposed  and  as h is  p a rty  w as the 
la rgest p a r ty  o n ly  tw o vo tes w ou ld  be 
n eed ed  on  top o f the  L abour votes to see 
h im  elected . A lternatively , if  a couple o f the 
others, In d ep en d en ts  and  C onservatives, 
failed to tu rn  u p  for the  m eeting , Labour's 
hold  on  the  M ayoralty  w ould  con tinue  as it 
h ad  since th e  Town C ouncil had  b e e n  
form ed. In  th e  even t every  e lec ted  person  
a tten d ed  and  w ith  th e  In d ep en d en t and  
C onservative councillors jo in ing  together 
C hris found h im se lf e lec ted  as M ayor for 
w h ich  he says he  w as “p leasan tly  surprised". 
H isto ry  w ill reco rd  C hris P recious becam e 
D over Town C ouncil's first In d ep en d en t

Mayor, ce rta in ly  since th e  1974 
re -o rg an isa tio n  o f  local 
governm en t, p u tting  a b reak  
on  the  estab lished  m onopo ly  
o f  th e  p o sitio n  b y  po litica l 
parties. H e w as to serve ju s t 
one  te rm  as M ayor befo re  
h an d in g  o v er to a n o th e r  
In d ep en d en t Councillor, Neil 
Rix, b eco m in g  th e  D ep u ty  
M ayor for th e  m un ic ipal y ear
2016 - 2017.

C hris P recious w as bo rn  on 5th 
Ju ly  1953 in  N orth  London. He 
w as one o f four ch ild ren  of his 

paren ts, E lizabeth and  W illiam  Precious, 
C hris hav ing  two b ro thers  and  one sister. 
H is sister, sadly, d ied at th e  age o f three. 
E ducated  a t St Paul's P rim ary  School, Swiss 
Cottage and  Q u in tin  G ram m ar School in  St 
Jo h n 's  Wood, C hris left school w ith  the  w ish  
o f en te ring  advertising. In itia lly  he  obtained  
e m p lo y m e n t in  a m u s ic  lib ra ry  befo re 
spend ing  e igh teen  m o n th s  in  advertising  in  
C ovent G arden  and  th e n  som e eigh t years 
ru n n in g  a v a rie ty  o f pubs and  bars in  
London. Following a persona l traum atic  
ex p erien ce , re su ltin g  in  a n e rv o u s  
b reakdow n in  London, he  m oved  dow n to 
D over in  th e  1980s. H is p a ren ts  lived in  
D y m ch u rch  and  he  found  e m p lo y m en t 
ru n n in g  T he Bell public house  in  Lydden.

It w as w hile in  D over C hris first m e t h is 
w ife-to-be, S tephan ie , w ho  h a ils  from  
C hatham . H is first m arriage hav ing  failed, 
C hris and  S tephanie  w ere  m arried  in  1999 
and  th e y  have four ch ild ren  together, the 
e ldest be ing  H onor A nn  aged 19, b o rn  w ith  
D ow ns Syndrom e and  cu rren tly  at East 
K ent College. N ext in  line is Robin Thom as,

Chris Precious - 4th Ju ly
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17, w ho has an  in te re s t in  IT  and, m ost 
recen tly  catering, w hile Lilith Eve a t 15 and  
T halia  R uth at 10 are b o th  a t school, A stor 
an d  A ycliffe P rim a ry  resp ec tiv e ly . 
S tep h an ie  w orks for Im m ig ra tio n  
E nforcem ent.

C hris b ecam e in te re s ted  in  local politics 
and  stood as an  In d ep en d en t C ouncillor in  
a by-election  som e fifteen  years  o r so ago. 
Before he  w as e lec ted  M ayor in  2015 he  had  
p rev iously  b e e n  p roposed  as D epu ty  Mayor. 
E lection  y e a r 2015 th rew  up  a n u m b e r o f 
challenges as a G eneral E lection  w as held  
on  th e  sam e day  as th e  e le c tio n s  for 
councillors o f D over D istrict C ouncil and  
also o f D over Town Council. T he coun t for 
all these  elec tions w as to be  h e ld  in  the 
Cruise T erm inal at D over W estern  Docks 
w hich  proved  unsatisfac to ry  because  the 
G eneral E lection  coun t did n o t p roduce a 
resu lt u n til early  in  th e  m o rn in g  o f th e  nex t 
day, 8 th  May, and  th e  D istrict C ouncil votes 
w ere to be coun ted  next, w ith  th e  Town 
Council votes coun ted  last o f all. A  practical 
p rob lem  w as th a t the day following E lection 
D ay a cru ise ship w as due to dock a t the 
Cruise Term inal! In  C hris's w ords it all 
b ecam e a som ew hat “chao tic” co u n t as the 
co un t for th e  Town C ouncil rep resen ta tives 
w as tran sfe rred  to W hitfield, so it w as no t

Stephanie and Chris Precious in lavender field

u n til th e  follow ing M onday, 11th May, th a t 
th e  outcom e o f th e  elec tions in  the various 
Town w ards w as kno w n  - ju s t th ree  days 
before  th e  M ayor M aking th a t w as to b reak  
th e  m ould!

From  h is though ts o f h is y ear as M ayor it is 
c lear that, like o thers w ho have tak en  on 
th e  role, he  found  for th e  nex t tw elve 
m o n th s  he  w as a very  b u sy  p erso n  indeed. 
As M ayor he  w as th e  C hairm an  o f the 
C ouncil and  in  charge a t all full Town 
Council m eetings. In  addition  he  w as the 
C ha irm an  o f th e  P lann ing  C om m ittee  and  
ex-officio a m em b er o f all o th e r com m ittees 
o f th e  Town C ouncil m ee tings w h ich  he 
endeavou red  to a tten d  un less he  w as on 
M ayoral d u tie s  e lsew h ere . W ith  few  
m em b ers  o f th e  public be ing  in te rested  in, 
or even  attending, com m ittee  or C ouncil 
m ee tin g s th e  significance and  w orth  o f a 
M ayor is m easu red  b y  public engagem en t 
an d  in  th is  C hris, like m a n y  o f h is 
p redecesso rs in  post, w as excellent.

H e recalls h is very  first engagem en t w as a 
visit to the D uke o f York's Royal M ilitary 
School at th e  inv ita tion  of th e  Executive 
H ead, C hris Russell, w h ich  w as an  ideal 
s ta rt as it proved  to be  ak in  to a fam ily day 
out! H is first officia l fun c tio n , w h ich  
b rough t hom e to h im  the significance of the 
role he had  tak en  on, w as a visit to D over 
C astle  on  th e  occasion  o f  th e  75th 
a n n iv e rsa ry  o f th e  D u n k irk  evacuation , 
O pera tion  D ynam o, for th e  unveiling  of a 
p laque w hen , along w ith  o ther dignitaries, 
he  found  h im se lf  in  th e  close com pany  of 
Lord and  Lady Ram sey. T hroughou t the 
y ea r he  had  m a n y  official du ties to perfo rm  
and  functions to a tten d  in  addition  to those 
considered  fix tures in  the M ayoral year, 
such  as R em em brance D ay parades and  
co m m em o ra tio n s  in  N o v em b er and , in  
A pril, th e  v a rio u s St G eorge 's D ay 
com m em ora tions o f th e  ra id  on  Zeebrugge 
and  O stend  in  1918. In  Ju n e  2015 C hris
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a tte n d e d  W alm er C astle for th e  
com m em ora tion  o f th e  B icen tenary  o f the 
W aterloo D ispatch.

H e and  S tephanie w ere  inv ited  b y  the H igh 
Sheriff o f K ent to an  an n u a l tea  p a rty  given 
for rep resen ta tiv es  from  all w alks o f life and 
it w as at th is  function  th a t S tephanie and  
C hris found them selves in  a large field o f 
lavender w here  a lovely  p ic tu re  o f the  two 
o f th em  w as taken.

T h ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r  C hris a tte n d e d  
n u m ero u s  M ayor M akings and  even ts in  
m a n y  of th e  n ea rb y  tow ns. O ther notable 
even ts he  recalls inc lude  th e  R em em brance 
Service on  D over seafron t in  Ju n e  2015 for 
th e  58 C hinese v ictim s found dead  in  a 
D utch refrigera ted  tru ck  com ing in to  the 
p o rt o f D over and  w hich  he  found m ost 
m oving. H e w as p re sen t at T he H erald  
Express H eart o f th e  C om m unity  A w ards at 
th e  P ort o f D over C ru ise  T erm inal 
recognising th e  con tribu tions o f people  to 
th e  tow n 's local com m unities. G rand D ay at 
th e  D uke o f York's Royal M ilitary School 
w as a very  special full day  co m m itm en t at 
th e  end  of w h ich  w as schedu led  the  D over 
Festival Prom  w hich  he  had  to ask  his 
D epu ty  to a tten d  in  h is p lace as he  had  
an o th e r function  to w h ich  he  had  b een  
inv ited  and  to w h ich  he  w as com m itted . 
A fter all a M ayor can  on ly  be in  one place 
at an y  given time!

A n exam ination  o f a sam ple o f th e  M ayor's 
E ngagem ent List in  Ju n e  2015 reveals the 
ex ten t and  scope o f the  d em an d s u p o n  his 
tim e w ith  co m m itm en ts  in  m a n y  differen t 
places. T he first w eek  o f th a t p a rticu la r 
m o n th  saw  C hris a t W alm er Castle for the 
official re-opening  of the  castle and  its 
gardens, follow ed b y  an  ev en t in  Faversham  
for M agna C arta R ediscovered and  th e n  
h ead ing  across th e  C hannel to Calais for the 
D over/C ala is  Festival o f Sport and  th e n  
b ack  to St M argaret's Bay for a “Big Lunch"

at T he P ines Calyx, in  add ition  to m ee tings 
at th e  C ouncil offices. L ater in  th e  m o n th  
h is w eek  inc luded  even ts in  D over (the sea 
fron t m em oria l p laque for the 58 C hinese 
v ictim s re fe rred  to above, the  H eart o f the 
C om m un ity  A w ards also re fe rred  to above 
and  the  A rm ed  Forces w eek en d  (H ellfire 
C orner), th e n  in  Calais he  a tten d ed  the 
inaugu ra tion  o f La H alle before v en tu ring  to 
Broadstairs for the 200th an n iversa ry  o f the 
an n o u n cem en t o f th e  outcom e o f th e  Battle 
o f W aterloo and  all these  even ts in  addition  
to C o m m ittee  an d  C ouncil w ork . T he 
following w eek  C hris w as in  D eal for F ly the 
Flag for A rm ed  Forces, ru sh ing  b ack  for a 
m eetin g  a t th e  Town C ouncil offices and  
nex t day  a ttend ing  a m eetin g  to discuss 
disabled access to buildings, th e n  chairing  
the  Town C ouncil m ee tin g  and  a ttend ing  
the  D over G ram m ar School for Girls for its 
A rt and  Photography  E xhibition and  th e n  a 
D ru m h e a d  Serv ice an d  C e rem o n y  for 
A rm ed  Forces D ay in  Deal. T he M ayor's list 
g ives a sn a p sh o t o f  th e  ac tiv itie s  and  
com m itm en ts  a Town M ayor o f D over is 
obliged to un d ertak e  in  the role o f leading 
citizen  and  for flying the  flag for Dover.

In  addition  to all th e  form al and  official 
functions and  duties, C hris w as above all 
th ings a people  p erso n  and  u n d erto o k  a vast 
ran g e  o f  fu n c tio n s  in c lu d in g  official 
open ings o f pubs and  shops and  a ttend ing  
boo t fairs and  school fetes all b y  invitation . 
To m a in ta in  a good contac t w ith  m em bers  
o f th e  public C hris b ecam e th e  first D over 
Town M ayor to open  a Facebook page, being 
aw are th a t m an y  people now adays obtain 
th e ir  new s from, or com m un ica te  through, 
social m edia. T hrough  th is m ed ium  C hris 
w ould  publish  h is schedu le  of activities for 
a w eek  or m o re  an d  th is  w ay  o f 
com m un ica tion  proved  to be  very  popu lar 
an d  e n h a n c e d  h is  e n g a g e m e n t w ith  
m em b ers  o f th e  public. F requen tly , he 
found he  had  b e e n  inv ited  to a function  
w ith  a specific aim  o f cu tting  a ribbon  or
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declaring  a fete open  b u t th e n  organisers 
had  a d ilem m a as to w hat one does w ith  a 
Town M ayor a fter th a t po in t. C hris h ad  the 
answ er - he  w ould  go ro u n d  each  function  
and  ta lk  to stallholders o r rep resen ta tives 
p re sen t and  engage w ith  people, show ing a 
k een  in te re s t in  w h a t th e y  w ere  doing and  
w hy. H e rem em b ers  in  particu la r receiv ing 
a n o te  from  th e  R everend  D r M ichael 
H in ton  (who th is y ea r has ju s t b e e n  m ade 
an  H o norary  F reem an  of D over) thank ing  
h im  p ro fusely  and  congratu lating  h im  on 
h av in g  ta k e n  tim e  to sp eak  to all 
sta llholders and  spending  tim e w ith  th em  at 
a particu la r event. For C hris it seem ed  the 
n a tu ra l th ing  to do! In  tru th  C hris w as 
clearly  n o t a perso n  im pressed  b y  th e  titles 
or th e  sta tus o f people, b u t trea ted  everyone 
w ith  equal a tten tio n  and  in terest. H e w as a 
M ayor for th e  people. W hen inv ited  to 
W alm er Castle b y  th e  Lord W arden, C hris 
took w ith  h im  h is sea cadet, O livia M oroni, 
re a so n in g  th a t each  m a y o r h a d  an  
appo in ted  cadet and  it w as on ly  righ t th a t 
cadet should  be  involved w ith  th e  m ayoral 
y e a r  ra th e r  th a n  ju s t  be  a n o m in a l 
appointee.

At th e  close of h is y ear he  received  a 
te le p h o n e  call from  Lord Boyce 
com m en ting  on  th e  fact, he  had  b rough t his 
cad e t to su itab le  fu n c tio n s  and  
congratu lating  h im  for so doing.

Reflecting on  h is y e a r C hris co m m en ts  on 
h is increased  aw areness o f ju s t how  m an y  
people  in  all w alks o f life are engaged in  
un d ertak in g  jobs and  various tasks and  
organising events, all on a v o lun ta ry  basis 
and  for the  good o f th e  tow n. H e b em o an s 
th e  lack  of engagem en t w ith  groups in  the 
tow n  b y  som e local councillors. D uring h is 
y ea r he  had  as h is n o m in a ted  charities the 
D over smART Project for young  carers and  
th e  W estern  H eights P reservation  Society 
w ho b e n e fite d  from  h is  su ppo rt. C hris 
adm its he  w as “sad to le t go” at th e  end  of

h is M ayoral y ea r b u t w as appo in ted  D epu ty  
M ayor for th e  ensu ing  year. H e con tinues to 
en joy  life as a councillor. H e rem ain s very  
active in  h is  local co m m u n ity  and  w ith in  
th e  tow n 's affairs, b e ing  a m em b er o f D over 
Tales, a m em b er o f th e  D over Society and  of 
th e  Royal British Legion and  rem ain ing  
Vice C hairm an  of th e  P lanning  C om m ittee 
on  D over Town Council. A dditionally, on 
th e  dom estic  front he  is th e  m a in  care r for 
h is  an d  S tep h an ie 's  ch ild ren  w hile  she 
re ta in s  h e r  im p o rtan t role w ith  Im m igration  
E nforcem ent. In  sho rt he leads a full life.

It m ay  have on ly  b e e n  one y ea r in  the  role 
o f M ayor b u t C hris has th e  know ledge th a t 
it w as he  w ho b roke th e  m ou ld  of 'political 
p a rty ' M ayors b y  b e in g  th e  first 
In d e p e n d e n t an d  n o n -p a r tis a n  e lec ted  
M ayor and  th e  first M ayor to em ploy  fully 
Facebook and  social m ed ia  to engage w ith  
and  keep  in  con tac t w ith  th e  people. Like 
th e  late Ronnie P hilpo tt he w as above all 
th ings a peop le 's  M ayor and  w ho is to te ll he 
w ill n o t take up  th e  role again in  th e  fu ture? 
No doubt th a t w ill b e  d e te rm in ed  b y  the 
political com plexion o f th e  Town Council, a 
body  w here  som e take th e  view  th a t p a rty  
politics should  have no  place!

A n un assu m in g  and  sociable individual, 
C hris can  look b ack  on  h is experience as 
M ayor an d  com fo rt h im se lf  w ith  th e  
know ledge o f a job  w ell done and  w ith  
dignity.

A t last the late night and early m orning has caught up
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Britannia 
Coaches

BRITANNIA H O U SE 
HOLLOW WOOD ROAD 

DOVER C T 1 7  0U B

Tel: 01304 228111 
Fax: 01304 215350

8 -  16 seat 
Luxury Minicoaches

Wheelchair-accessible 
Vehicles available

Mowll & Mowll
S O L I C I T O R S  ■ ■

Residential & Commercial Property 

Wills Probate & Trusts 

Elderly Client Advice 

Civil & Commercial Litigation 

Company & Business Law  

Family 

Family Mediation

Telephone 01304 873344
Fax 01304 873355

www.m owll.co.uk

Trafalgar House Gordon Road Whitfield 
Dover Kent CT16 3PN

B U I L D I N G  &  P R O P E R T Y  M A I N T E N A N C E

For all your B uilding & 
M aintenance N eeds

P r o p e r ty  M a in te n a n c e  P a in tin g  &  D e c o r a tin g  L o ft  C o n v e r s io n s
F o u n d a tio n s  &  D r a in a g e  R o a d s  &  D r iv e w a y s  R o o fs  &  F a sc ia s
In su r a n c e  W o r k  U n d e r ta k e n  N e w  B u ild s  E x te n s io n s

Free Estim ates W hy M ove ... Im prove!
01304 210565 

F ax: 0 1 3 0 4  2 0 8 8 2 2  M o b : 0 7 8 8 5  2 1 2 4 7 3
a n g e la @ d o v e r b u ild in g .c o .u k  

P le a se  ca ll in to  o u r  o ffic e  an d  sp e a k  to  A n g e la
4 L o n d o n  R o a d , D over , K e n t  C T 1 7  0 S T

http://www.mowll.co.uk
mailto:angela@doverbuilding.co.uk
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Pets Arcadia &
Aquatics

Es t . 1937
16 High Street, Dover, Kent, CT16 1DR 

Tel: 01304 206432 
Email: petshopsteve@gmail.co.uk 

Website: www.petsarcadiaquatics.com

Wild Bird Requirements
Bulk Peanuts, Seeds, Sunflower Hearts

Pond Fish Specialists
Tropical and Cold Water Fish 

and much, much, more!

10% discount for Dover 
Society Members

Curiosity of lourr
17 Cannon Street, Dover CT16 1BZ Tel 01304 202621 «
Curiosity of Dover probably have one of the largest collections of 

Swarovski Silver Crystal in East Kent. They also have 
Border Fine Arts, Florence Figurines and Capo Di Monte.

Call in to see the extensive range of Moorcraft Pottery and 
top quality jewellery, including Murano Glass,

Freshwater Pearls and Amber Jewellery.

We have designer sunglasses and exclusive hand-made handbags 
and many other quality gift items for you, or for you to give.

Come and have a browse and discover why it’s called

“Curiosity of Dover”
Ar7£_^3

mailto:petshopsteve@gmail.co.uk
http://www.petsarcadiaquatics.com
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Application for Membership
Annual Subscription: Individual - £6

Joint membership - £10 

Payable on 31st March

2nd Name & Title (joint membership) ................
Address .......................................................................
................................................................  Postcode
Telephone .......................................... Email

Please make cheques payable to the Dover Society and send to the Membership 
Secretary, Mrs Sheila Cope, 53 Park Avenue, Dover CT16 IHD. If you prefer to pay by bank 
transfer or standing order please contact us.

Data Protection
The Dover Society holds personal data i.e. names, addresses, email and telephone contact details 
electronically. We will only use them for sending Newsletters, related local infor-mation and news 
about our projects and forthcoming events. Telephone numbers will be used when quick contact is 
necessary relating to subscriptions or clarifying booking details for an event.

I consent to my data being held and used in this way by The Dover Society. □
(*Please tick box)

If you have a preference for how we contact you, please let us know.

Signed:.......................................................  Date: ....................................

You can change your preferences or withdraw consent at any time by contacting us at: 
secretary@thedoversociety.co.uk.

Gift Aid
The Gift Aid Legislation allows us to reclaim basic tax rate on your subscription and any donations. 
To do so, The Dover Society will provide your details to HMRC. Please state that you are happy for 
us to do this by signing the declaration below. This will come into effect from the date of signing 
and you can change your mind and withdraw consent at any time. [You must be a UK taxpayer and 
pay an amount of income tax or capital gains tax we re-claim on your subscription or donation.] For 
joint membership, the first named is asked to sign as the taxpayer.

I wish/do not wish* the Dover Society to benefit from the Gift Aid. (* Delete as applicable)

Signed:.......................................................  D ate :........................................

Practical Help
I/We could sometimes give practical help with the following (please tick relevant sections)

Social events □  Writing for newsletter □  Projects e.g. clearance, surveys □

Photography □  Any other interests or expertise .....................................................................

mailto:secretary@thedoversociety.co.uk


PR O G R A M M E  2018/19
Guests are welcome a t all meetings except the Annual General Meeting which is for members only. 

You m ay p a y  on the night before the AGM and attend the meeting.

2018
19 Novem ber 
M onday 7.30

Speakers: Charles H olland “ChalkUp21 Trail”
John  Pegg “W estern Heights Com m onw ealth War M em orial”

2 D ecem ber The Dover Society  Christm as Lunch
Sunday O ur C hristm as L unch will be held  in  the  Stone Hall in  the  Maison Dieu,
12.30 Drinks our m agnificent historical Town Hall. T here  will be  a w elcom e drink  and
1pm  Lunch a th ree  course m eal w ith coffee and m ints. O ther drinks m ay be purchased
£25.00 pp at the  Bar. E n tertainm ent will be  by  3’s Company.

To b o o k  p lease  com p lete  and  retu rn  th e  en closed  form  w ith  your paym ent, cheques  
payable to “T he Dover Society” to: B everley Hall, 61 Castle A venue Dover, CT16 1EZ. Tel: 

01304 202646. If a rece ip t is required p lease  en close  a S.A.E.
P lease Book early  to avoid d isap p o in tm en t.

2019
21 Jan u ary  
M onday 7.30

18 February 
Monday 
7.15 for 7.30pm 
£10 pp

Speakers: Chris Valdus “Fort Burgoyne - The Way Forward”
J e ff  H owe “Locating the  Round Towers”

Dover Society  “W ine and W isdom ” Q uiz N ight
Our ever popular light-hearted quiz evening held  in  St.Mary’s Church Hall 
w ith Clive Taylor and his team .
Price includes food and com plim entary  w ine on each table. Make up your own 
table of six. If  you are unable to m ake up  a table, we will fit you in  w here 
appropriate. Prizes for first and second place (in  the  event of a tie, there  will be 
a play-off).

To b o o k  p lease  com p lete  and  retu rn  th e  en closed  form  w ith  your paym ent, cheques  
payable to “T he Dover Society” to: B everley Hall, 61 Castle A venue Dover, CT16 1EZ. Tel: 

01304 202646. If a rece ip t is required p lease  en close  a S.A.E.
P lease Book early  to avoid d isap p o in tm en t.

18 March Speakers: Linda A ldred “Dover Big Local - A chievem ents and P lans”
M onday 7.30 Sim on Le Fevre “The Knights Tfemplar”

15 April A n n u al G eneral M eeting
M onday 7.30 Speaker: Paul P attison “Dover Castle Keep 1625-1930

D etails o f  th e  so c iety  sum m er outin gs for 2019 w ill appear in  the n ex t ed itio n
o f  the new sletter.

A ll indoor meetings are held at St. Mary's Parish Centre 
Non-members are welcome on all society outings, please book as early as possible
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