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^ The Objectives of  ̂
the Dover Society

founded in  1988.

• to promote high standards of 
planning and architecture

• to interest and inform the 
public in the geography, 
history, archeology, natural 
history and architecture of 
the area

• to secure the preservation, 
protection, development and 
improvement of features of 
historic or public interest

• and commitment to the belief 
that a good environment is
a good investment.

The area we cover comprises 
the parishes or wards of 
Barton, Buckland, Castle, 
Lydden, Temple Ewell,
Maxton, Pineham, Priory,
River, St. Radigund's, Town & 
Pier and Tower Hamlets.

All members receive three 
Newsletters a year and in each 
year the Committee organises 
about ten interesting events -  
talks, tours, visits, Members' 
Meetings and usually a 
Christmas Feast.

The Society gives Awards for 
improvements to the area, 
monitors planning proposals 
and supports, joins in or 
initiates civic projects and
arts events. arts events.

Editoria'
I take th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to re m in d  m em b ers  to read  
th e  p ro g ram m e inside  o f th e  b ack  cover. Inc lu d ed  
a re  deta ils o f th e  4 n ig h t S ep tem b er ou ting  to York as 
w ell as th e  C hris tm as m eal.

T h e  book ing  form  for th e  C h ris tm as m ea l is p r in te d  
o n  th e  cen tre  page o f th is n e w sle tte r  so th a t anyone  
w ish ing  to book  ea rly  m a y  do so.

I f  an y o n e  req u ire s  a copy  o f th e  C h a irm an 's  o r th e  
T reasu re r's  re p o r t from  th e  AGM th e n  p lease  con tac t 
th e  Editor, de ta ils in side  th e  fron t cover.

O ur n ex t in d o o r m ee tin g  is n o t u n til 21st O ctober. A 
sm all n u m b e r  o f o u r m em b ers  m e e t u p  for a m eal 
b e fo re  each  o f th e  w in te r  m ee tin g s , w ith  th a t 
ev en ing 's  speakers n o rm a lly  b e in g  p re sen t. I f  you  
w ou ld  like to be  in c lu d ed  in  th is  ge t-together th e n  
p lease  con tac t th e  ed ito r for fu r th e r  details. You w ill 
b e  m o s t w elcom e.

T he  D over Society  is again  th is  y e a r  h e lp in g  in  th e  
o rgan isa tion  o f  th e  local H eritage  O p en  D ays. T hese  
w ill take p lace on  tw o consecu tive  w eekends, th e  
14 /15  and  21/22 Septem ber. E n try  is FREE to visit 
som e o f D over's icon ic  an d  h is to ric  bu ild ings. Full 
de ta ils  are co n ta in ed  in  th e  H eritage  O pen  D ays 
artic le  w ith in  th is  new sletter.

Lastly, b u t m o s t im p ortan tly : Do yo u  have a sm all 
n u m b e r  o f ho u rs  to spare  each  m o n th  as th e  Society 
is still in  n e e d  o f w illing  he lp e rs?  N eed ed  are 
v o lu n tee rs  to take a m ore  active in v o lv em en t in  an y  
o f  o u r sub-com m ittees, p ro jects, events, m ee tin g s  
a n d  su b m ittin g  a r t ic le s  a n d  re p o r ts  for th e  
new sletter.

Alan Lee, Editor
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COPYRIGHT
All p u b lish ed  m a te ria l co n ta in ed  w ith in  th is  p u b lica tio n  re m a in s  th e  copy righ t o f its 
au thors, a rtis ts  o r pho tographers.

No artic le  o r im age can  b e  rep ro d u ced  or u sed  w ith o u t th e  specific ow ners express 
p e rm iss ion .

T he ow ners  can  be  co n tac ted  b y  w ay  o f  th e  editor.
Tel: 01304 213668 Em ail: A lan.lee1947@ ntlw orld .com

DEADLINE for contributions
T he las t date  for th e  re c e ip t o f copy for issue 96 w ill be  W ednesday  2nd  O ctober 2019. 
T he E ditor w elcom es co n trib u tio n s  an d  in te re s tin g  d raw ings o r pho tographs.

'P ap er copy ' shou ld  be  ty p ed  at double spacing. H an d w ritten  copy shou ld  be  c lea r 
w ith  w ide line  spacing. C opy on  co m p u te r disc or b y  e-m ail is accep tab le . P ic tu res 
v ia e-m ail to be  su b m itted  in  JPEG  and  n o t im b ed d ed  in  th e  tex t o f th e  artic le  and  
m u s t be  in  as h igh  re su lu tio n  as possible. P lease ring  01304 213668 to d iscuss details.

Publication in the Newsletter does not imply the Society's agreement with any views 
expressed, nor does the Society accept responsibility for any statements made.

EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION TEAM
Editor: Mr A lan  Lee
P ro o f R eaders: Mr Tferry Sutton, A n n  B. Tbm alak an d  J oh n  M organ
A d v ertis in g  Secretary: Mrs J. Marsh
D istr ib u tio n  O rganiser: Mr J. Cope
E n v e lo p es  a n d  Labels: Mr J. C ope
A rea  D istribu tors: C. B lackburn, M. Burton, C. C ollings, J. Cope, S. Cope, 

J. Luckhurst, A. M ole, C. B ond, T. B ones, J. C otton  
J. M organ, M. M orris, D. Sm ith, J. W idgery, A. U pton  
C. Taylor, D. G asking, B. V augham  an d  D. Sutton

* * * * *

DOVER GREETERS
D over G ree te rs are  v o lu n tee rs  g ree ting  v isito rs to Dover. We love doing it an d  inv ite  
yo u  to com e an d  try  it  once!

Tel: 01304  206 4 5 8

mailto:Alan.lee1947@ntlworld.com
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MARCH MEETING
--------  First Speaker --------
The Knights Templar
A talk by Simon Le Fevre

R ep o r ted  b y  Terry S u tto n

An  artist's  im p ress io n  of th e  possible 
design o f th e  K nights T em plar farm  

th a t once p ro spered  on  th e  h ills above 
T em ple Ewell w as sc reen ed  a t ou r packed  
public  m ee tin g  at St M ary 's p a rish  cen tre  in  
M arch.

G uest speaker, S im on Le Fevre, to ld  how  
th e  h illto p  cen tre , th e  T em p lar 's  
p recep to ry , in c luded  a farm  w h ich  grew  
g ra in  and  p roduced  w ool from  sh eep  th a t 
w ere  so ld  to h e lp  b u ild  u p  th e  
organ isa tion 's  fortunes, w h ich  ev en tua lly  
led  to its supp ressio n  and  dem ise.

S im on gave a ru n  dow n on  the  h is to ry  o f 
th e  c rea tion  o f th e  K nights T em plar b y  n in e  
k n ig h ts , w h o se  vow  w as to p ro te c t 
C hris tians v isiting  th e  H oly  Land. In  1128 
th e  Tem plars w ere  recogn ised  b y  th e  Pope 
as a m ili ta ry  an d  m o n a s tic  o rd e r  o f 
chivalry.

T he T em plars first cam e to th e  B ritish Isles 
in  1128 an d  over tw o cen tu rie s  
th e ir  p recep to ries  and  farm s w ere 
w oven  in to  m ed iev a l life. T he 
T em plars and  th e ir  follow ers no t 
on ly  prayed: th e y  farm ed. A nd 
th e i r  in co m e  re v e n u e  h e lp e d  
finance  th e ir  m ilita ry  colleagues 
sa feg u ard in g  C h ris tian s  in  th e  
H oly  Land.

M r Le Fevre told h is aud ience  th a t 
th e  cen tre  above Tem ple Ewell 
w as n o t th e  on ly  D over base  for 
th e  Tem plars. T h ey  also had  a

little  ro u n d  chapel on  th e  W estern  H eights 
(the  re m a in s  o f  w h ich  are  still th e re ) 
w hich , suggested  M r Le Fevre, could also 
have ac ted  as a lookout post in  association  
w ith  th e  T em plars' flee t o f ships.

O ver the  y ea rs  th e  fo rtunes o f th e  K nights 
T em plar p ro sp e red  so m u ch  th a t th e y  w ere 
able to open  b an k s and  issue w h a t w ould  
now  be  described  as cheques, w h ich  could 
be  cashed  in  th e  H oly  L and and  elsew here. 
T h ey  also p ro v id ed  lo an s  to E u ro p ean  
m onarchs, b u t ea rly  in  the  14th cen tu ry  
th e y  dec lined  to prov ide a loan  to King 
P hilip  o f France, w ho w as ru n n in g  sh o rt o f 
m oney!

Philip  w as so offended  th a t in  1307 he 
o rdered  th e  a rre s t o f a n u m b e r o f the 
leade rs o f th e  T em plars an d  in  1312, w ith  
the  ag reem en t o f th e  Pope, o rdered  th e  
supp ression  o f th e  Order. T he follow ing 
y e a r som e o f th e  leade rs  w ere  b u rn t a t the 
stake in  Paris for alleged h e re sy  offences.
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M r Le Fevre d e ta iled  th e  m o d e rn  day 
legacy o f th e  m ed ieval order, inc lud ing  the 
fo rm a tio n  in  1982 o f  th e  T em plar 
Pilgrim age Trust lau n ch e d  b y  th e  O rder o f 
th e  Tem ple o f Je ru sa lem , and  th e  T em plar 
H eritage Trust, tasked  w ith  increasing  the 
h is to ry  an d  u n d ers tan d in g  o f th e  K nights 
Templar.

The Knights Templar or the medieval Order of 
"The Poor Fellow-Soldiers o f Christ and o f the 
Temple o f Solomon" (Pauperes commilitones 
Christi templique Salomonic) was founded in 
1119 by nine Frankish Crusaders led by 
Hugues de Payens, whose aim was to protect 
pilgrims visiting Christian shrines in

It is p leas ing  to k now  th a t th ese  rep o rts  
are  re ad  b y  som eone. In  m y  las t re p o r t I 

m en tio n e d  th a t w e have  no sy s tem  of 
c ro ss -re fe re n c in g  o ld  N e w sle tte rs  and , 
m ore  in  h o p e  th a n  expec ta tion , asked  
w h e th e r  a n y  m e m b e r w ou ld  be  w illing  to 
take on  su ch  a m a m m o th  task. To m y  g rea t 
su rp rise  and  p leasu re, Paul S kelton  cam e 
forw ard  an d  offered  to do th e  job. H aving  
co m p le ted  it in  tw o o r th re e  w eeks, he 
said:

“A fter jo in in g  th e  socie ty  a couple  o f years  
ago, I w as m o s t p leased  to le a rn  th a t th e  
Society  still h ad  a com p le te  se t o f  old 
new sle tte rs  going b ack  to th e  v e ry  first. 
E ven b e tte r  w h e n  Sheila  Cope offered  to 
pass th e m  on  to an  in te re s te d  p a rty  for th e  
possib le  c rea tio n  o f a re fe ren ce  or m a s te r  
index  o f co n ten ts . W hat an  o p p o rtu n ity  for 
m e  to see w h a t I have  m issed , I though t, 
and  so offered  m y  serv ices to take on  th is 
no m e a n  task . H owever, n o t w an tin g  to do 
th is  w ith  p e n  an d  paper, I to o k  to 
co m p u te risa tio n  to do th e  ta sk  for m e, and  
h av e  ju s t  c o n v e r te d  th e m  all in to

Jerusalem. This holy brotherhood lived under 
austere vows o f poverty and  chastity, 
according to the rule o f St Bernard of 
Clairvaux. They can be well described as a 
band o f fighting monks. The order comprised 
four ranks: servants, chaplains, sergeants, 
and knights, the latter wearing white surcoats 
with the red cross of St. George. In 1147 Pope 
Eugenius III ordered them to bear the familiar 
eight pointed cross, which is said to be older in 
history than the St George's cross. By the 13th 
century there were as m any as 20,000 knights. 
King Baldwin II o f Jerusalem gave the Order 
its headquarters on Temple Mount, hence the 
popular name, "Knights Templar".

Editor

searchab le  digital files th a t fit onto  one 
DVD."

So th e re  it is! T he C om m ittee  is m ost 
g ra tefu l to Paul an d  h as y e t to decide how  
to m ake  the  b e s t u se  o f th is  valuab le  
reso u rce  b u t it w ill u n d o u b ted ly  co n trib u te  
to w ard s  o u r  m a rk e tin g  s tra te g y  an d  
advertise  w h a t T he D over Society  an d  the  
to w n  itse lf  has to offer.

T hanks, as alw ays, to all those  m em b ers  
w ho  have p a id  th e ir  subscrip tions on  tim e. 
I am  cu rre n tly  send ing  o u t re m in d e rs  to 
th e  r e s t  an d  h o p e  th a t  o n ce  o u r 
m em b ersh ip  lis t h as  b e e n  tran sfe rred  to a 
da tabase  th e n  th a t p a rtic u la r ta sk  w ill take 
h o u rs  ra th e r  th a n  days.

T h ere  are 473 o f u s at p re s e n t inc lu d in g  15 
w e lco m e  n e w  m e m b e rs :-  Toby O akes, 
B arry  O 'B rien, N icholas L ockhart, G raham  
& V anessa Futcher, D avid & Ju d ith  Sm ith, 
J e f f  H ow e, M elv y n  D u rra n t, G rah am  
L eadbeater, B rian  & C h ris tin e  W alton, 
Jo a n n a  W alton an d  G ary  & A nita  Jo rd an

MEMBERSHIP NEWS Sheila Cope



6

MARCH MEETING
------------- Second Speakers --------------

Dover Big Local - Achievements and Plans
A talk by Linda Aldred and Marina White 

Reported by Alan Lee

Linda  beg an  w ith  a b r ie f  h is to ry  o f the 
D over Big Local (DBL) and  b y  outlin ing  

how  it is set up  and  th e  w ay  it operates.

A fter a series o f local m ee tings in  2014 a 
com m ittee  w as fo rm ed to w ork  on creating  
a 'vision ' for th e  area. T he 'v ision ' w as 
co n cen tra ted  in to  five m a in  areas:

B usiness and  Tourism  
E nv ironm en t and  G reen  Spaces 
A rts and  C ulture 
H ealth  and  W ellbeing 
C om m unications

Following a series o f focus group  m eetings a 
basic idea o f w h a t th e  local peop le 's  view s

and  am bitions w ere about th e  fu ture  o f the 
tow n, em erged.

By th e  follow ing y e a r  th e  com m ittee  had  
reached  the stage w here  th e y  felt th a t th ey  
w ere read y  to m ove forward. T hese  view s 
and  am bitions along, w ith  th e  w ay  DBL w as 
to be  m anaged  and  run , w ere th e n  w ritten  
into a form al d o cu m en t as requ ired  b y  the 
N ational L ottery  to allow  access to D over's 
£1 m illion  funding  and  th e y  w ere th e n  
subm itted  to th e  Local T rust for approval.

D over's p lan  for th e  DBL area and  th e  tow n 
w as approved. By 2016 the  com m ittee  had  
decided on som e quick  s ta rt p ro jects and

Co-Innovation Thursday Market
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drew  dow n the  first am o u n t o f m o n ey  from  
th e  £1m . At long last, a fter n ea rly  2 years  o f 
p lann ing , th e  'v ision ' could  s ta rt to be 
realised.

M any pro jects in  th e  arts, g reen  spaces and  
env ironm en t, sports and  leisure, econom y  
and  tou rism  and  com m un ica tion  are all 
m ak ing  a d ifference in  D over w ith  m ore 
exciting ideas for all th ese  a reas being  
developed  all th e  tim e. W hat w ould  you  like 
to see happen?  T he staff and  com m ittee  are 
alw ays w illing to assist w ith  th e  p lann ing  
stage and  th e  g ran t app lication  form.

M artina th e n  co n tinued  b y  giving details o f 
th e  largest pro ject u n d e rtak en  so far. D over 
D istrict C ouncil (DDC) offered use o f the 
old CO-OP build ing  on  a short te rm  lease to 
DBL. W orking closely w ith  DDC, and  after 
m a n y  m o n th s  o f p lan n in g , DBL h as 
co nverted  th e  bu ild ing  in to  an  a rea  to 
encourage people  to s ta rt up  th e ir  ow n 
businesses. C harging v ery  low  fees for a 
space to open  a shop, th e  aim  is to allow 
people  to start and  grow  a bu sin ess  w hile 
cu tting  dow n th e  risks. It is h oped  th a t 
these  w ill th e n  be  able to m ove onto the 
h igh  street.

N ow  re n a m e d  as 'C o -Innova tion ' th e  
bu ild ing  h as ju s t about reached  capacity  for 
office start-ups and  sm all shop units, open  6 
days a w eek  - M onday to Saturday. T here  is 
also a ch ild ren 's  area, a cafe an d  th e  
'E scape' room s. A  m ark e t consisting  o f over 
30 stalls is ru n  on  every  T hu rsday  and 
Saturday.

A m ajo r success w as the open ing  o f th e  DBL 
H ub in  th e  C harlton  C entre. Run b y  Linda 
and  3 part-tim e staff, th is has b e e n  so 
successful and  b u sy  th a t a second  u n it has 
h a d  to be  o p en ed . A  w h o le  ran g e  o f 
activities and  advice is available includ ing  
housing , h ea lth , b en e fits , w elfare, job- 
seeking, fitness and  m en ta l health . Also

included  are coffee m o rn in g s/so c ia l g roups
- such  as DBL S titch ing /K nitting  Group, free 
advice sessions, advice clinics, cookery  
sessions and  fitness sessions. A  w ide varie ty  
of form al Training C ourses are run . T here  is 
the chance to vo lu n tee r o r ru n  y o u r ow n 
projects. Pop into th e  H ub to find ou t m ore 
and  to connect.

A  R epair Cafe in  p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  Future 
F oundry  and  T ransition  D over has b een  
launched . T his prov ides th e  opp o rtu n ity  for 
people to get a large varie ty  o f househo ld  
item s repa ired  and  to share and  le a rn  new  
skills. T his takes place each  m o n th  in  the 
early  even ing  at th e  Biggin Hall.

DBL is involved w ith  D estina tion  Dover, a 5 
y ea r p ro ject to a ttrac t m ore tou rists and  for 
th em  to stay  in  th e  tow n for a t least two 
days. T h ey  have links w ith  the River D our 
Group, H ill at th e  H eart Project (Old Park 
H ill N a tu re  R eserve), th e  W hite Cliffs 
C o u n try s id e  P a rtn e rsh ip , K ent W ildlife 
T rust, D over sm ART an d  m a n y  m ore  
o rgan isa tions. T he  Big Draw, th e  
M ulticultural Festival, th e  U rban  Fete and 
the D over M usic Festival, 'U nlim ited ' and 
Pop-Up B usiness Schools have all b een  
p rojects assisted  b y  D over Big Local.

At p re sen t DBL has about h a lf  o f the  m o n ey  
rem ain ing . I f  an y  read e r has a p ro ject o r an  
idea th e y  th in k  th a t m ay  be  o f b en e fit th e n  
do p lease con tac t L inda or an y  o f the 
com m ittee . DBL is alw ays open  to fresh 
suggestions th a t w ill im prove the  tow n.

A lthough DBL started  w ith  £1m  th is has so 
far a ttrac ted  m u ch  m ore  m o n ey  from  o th er 
sources, all o f w h ich  has, and  will, b en e fit 
the  people o f Dover.

2024 w ill see the  10 y ea rs  o f DBL com e to an  
end  and  it is h oped  th a t a benefic ia l long 
lasting  legacy o f im p ro v em en t to th e  tow n 
w ill have b e e n  ach ieved  and  continue.
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I APRIL MEETING ]
The Dover Castle Keep 1625 - 1930

A Talk by Paul Pattison  
R ep o r ted  b y  A la n  L ee

East and West Profile Square Tower Dover Castle

The ta lk  covered  th e  perio d  a fte r th e  
G reat Tow er ceased  to be  a p lace o f 

occasional royal residence .

T h e  D uke o f  B u ck in g h am  h ad  
re fu rb ish ed  th e  royal a p a rtm e n ts  for th e  
u se  o f H e n rie tta  M aria o f F rance  on  h e r  
w ay  to m a rry  C harles I. T h ey  w ere  
m a rrie d  b y  proxy  o n  M ay 11th, 1625 and  
m a rrie d  in  p e rso n  on  Ju n e  13th, 1626 at 
St. A ugustine 's  C hu rch  in  C an terbu ry . 
H e n rie tta  w as ra ised  and  ed u ca ted  as a 
R om an C atholic and  as th e  co rona tion  
serv ice w as an  A nglican  one H en rie tta  
could  n o t be  crow ned  as queen .

T he Board o f Trade th e n  took  over th e  
G reat Tow er for use  as a fo rtification . 
U n d er th e  lead e rsh ip  o f the  Lord W arden 
o f th e  C inque Ports th e y  su p p lied  a sm all 
p e rm a n e n t s ta ff o f gunners , a rtille ry  and  
am m u n itio n .

By 1697 m u ch  o f D over C astle lay  in  
decay  an d  ru in s . T he G reat Tow er w as in  
se rious decline  w ith  on ly  3 or 4 o f th e  
G overnor's  room s b e in g  habitable.

D uring  th e  N ine  Years War, 1888-97, Lord 
S hrew sbury , S ecre ta ry  o f S tate for the 
S o u th e rn  D e p a rtm e n t a rran g ed  for D over 
C astle to ho ld  p riso n e rs  u n til th e y  could 
be  exchanged.

In  Ju n e  1702 d u ring  th e  W ar o f S panish  
Succession, 1701-14, M r M orris, M arshal o f 
D over C astle w as in s tru c te d  to take as 
m a n y  p riso n e rs  as possible. O w ing to lack

o f room  at th e  castle th e  M ajor o f D over 
w as also in s tru c te d  to house  p riso n e rs  in  
th e  tow n  goal. T he  n u m b e r h e ld  a t D over 
flu c tu a ted  b e tw een  160 an d  604. As D over 
C astle w as a naval p riso n  th e  m a jo rity  o f 
p r iso n e rs  w ere  n av a l o r m e rc h a n t 
seam an . G raffiti th a t th e y  left can  still be 
seen  carved  in to  th e  soft C aen  stone o f th e  
G reat Tower.

In  1717 W illiam  O sb o u rn e , m a s te r  
carpen ter, su p e rv ised  re p a ir  w ork  to th e  
G reat Tower. In  1726 tim b e r rem o v ed  
from  th e  tow er w as re-u sed  in  w ork  at 
C onstab les Gate.

A gain b y  1736 m o st o f the  castle  w as in  
ru ins. O n ly  th e  G reat Tower, a g u n pow der 
m agaz ine  on  th e  n o rth  side o f th e  b a iley  
and  a stable against th e  o u te r east b a iley  
w all w ere  usable.

Paul th e n  show ed the  au d ien ce  a n u m b e r
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o f slides o f w h a t th e  G reat Tow er looked 
like in  the  C18th.

T he War o f A ustrian  Succession, 1740-48, 
saw  ex tensive ren o v a tio n  as D over becam e 
a m ilita ry  garrison . T he in n e r  b a iley  and  
Palace G reen  w ere  ad ap ted  to serve as 
b a rra c k  a c c o m m o d a tio n . A  n e w  g re a t 
s ta irw ay  w as c o m p le te d  in  1751, th e  
m a jo r ity  o f  re n o v a tio n s  h a d  b e e n  
co m p le ted  b y  1755. By early  N ovem ber 
1756 th e  castle could  accom m odate  14 
co m p an ie s , ab o u t 1050 m a n . T he  
re m a in d e r  o f  th e  2 b a tta lio n s  w ere  
q u a rte red  in  D over tow n  or in  th e  new  
b a rrack s at A rchcliffe Fort.

B etw een  1797 an d  1815, ow ing to th e  
co n flic t w ith  F rance , th e  g a rr iso n  
in c reased  d ram atica lly  as did th e  n u m b e r 
o f g u n s  o n  th e  G reat Tower. Separa te  
m agaz ines h e ld  8740 b a rre ls  o f gunpow der, 
each  w eigh ing  100lbs. T he  m a in  m agaz ine  
on  th e  side o f th e  tow er su rv ived  un til 
1930, th e  in n e r  doorw ay  is still in  use 
today. At th e  en d  o f th e  w a r cam e an o th e r  
25 y ea rs  o f neg lec t.

In  1853 and  for th e  n ex t 17 y ea rs  Palace 
and  K ing's gates w ere  developed, b o th  w ith  
co u n te r-b a lan ced  drop b ridges over deep  
pits. Towers and  a m u sk e try  p a rap e t w ere  
co n stru c te d  a ro u n d  th e  in n e r  ba iley  wall.

By 1892 th e  10 g uns on  th e  ro o f o f th e  
tow er h ad  b e e n  rem oved . Fort B urgoyne 
h ad  tak en  over. T he re m a in s  o f 2 gu n  arcs 
are still v isible on  th e  roof.

U p u n til 1930 the  G reat Tower co n tin u ed  
as an  O rd n an ce  store th a t now  in c lu d ed  
c h e m ic a l exp losives, sm a ll a rm s, 
am m u n itio n , e q u ip m e n t an d  clo th ing. In  
th e  1920's th e  1st an d  2nd  floors h e ld  racks 
con ta in ing  som e 20,000 rifles.

room  on  th e  second  floor h ad  b eco m e  a 
'B anqueting  H all' for officers.

T h rough  WWI th e  g round  floor o f the  
tow er w as u sed  as a g en e ra l sto re  for the  
A rm y  O rd n a n c e  D e p a r tm e n t. A 
search lig h t w as in s ta lled  on  one o f  the  
tu r re ts , o p e ra te d  b y  th e  R oyal N aval 
V o lun teer R eserve AA Corps. It se rved  the  
Royal G arrison  A rtille ry  an ti-a ircraft guns 
sited  n e a r  St M ary-in  Castro.

O w ing to th e  in c reased  fire risk  th e  War 
Office h ad  rem o v ed  all o f th e  m ilita ry  
sto res b y  Ju ly  1930. By S ep tem b er o f th a t 
y e a r  th e y  h ad  ceded  th e  b u ild ing  to the  
O ffice o f  W orks. R esto ra tio n  w o rk  
c o m m en ced  im m ed ia te ly  so th a t th e  G reat 
Tow er could  be  o p en ed  to m em b ers  o f the  
p u b lic . In  1931/32  25,000 p eo p le  h ad  
v is ited  th e  tower.

By 1935 m o st o f th e  ev idence  o f th e  250 
y e a r  m ilita ry  te n u re  h ad  gone. M uch o f the  
p re s e n t ap p ea ran ce  o f th e  G reat Tower 
stem s from  th is p e riod  o f w ork.

In  1888/89  th e  e a s te rn  en d  o f th e  m ain Great Tower from  Curtain Wall
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On line booking "same day crown"
available service available

Dover Priory Dental
EST 1928

Respectful, honest and caring dentistry from a long established 
private practice with the best of modern dental advances

One of the few dental practices offering a unique state of the art 
digital system enabling computer assisted pain free local

anaesthesia

Ages 0 -  100 years (and more) and "Not at all anxious" 
to "Been dreading this for years" absolutely welcom e

BDA
British Dental Association

Dr Dorothy Riley and her team  look forward to welcom ing you! 
www.doverpriorydental.com

3 Priory Road, Dover, CT17 9RQ  
Tel: 01304 206558

http://www.doverpriorydental.com
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SO C IETY  O UTING

The Bluebell Railway
25th April 2019

Rodney Stone

Ou r  friend, Leo's Pride d river 
Iain, re co m m en d ed  a tr ip  on 

th e  B luebell Line w ith  
p loughm an 's lunch . T hirty -four of 
u s  set forth  w ith  h is in trep id  fellow 
d river Janet.

is a v iew  o f s ta ff  m a in ta in in g  
engines, p e rh ap s  m ore a p leasure 
th a n  a job. P lus there  is, o f course, 
a pub  for the th irsty , o f w hom  we 

had  som e.

B ritish Rail (rem em b er them ?) 
closed th e  Lewes to East G rinstead  line as 
p a r t o f th e i r  p u rge  o f a p p a re n tly  
unprofitab le  services in  the 1950s. A  local 
w o rth y  p o in te d  o u t th a t th e  lin e  w as 
sa feg u a rd ed  b y  an  a n c ie n t A ct o f 
Parliam ent, and  BR had  briefly  to re-install 
it, acqu iring  th e  n am e 'the  su lky  service'. 
T hey  persu ad ed  P arliam en t to an n u l the 
Act and  d eparted  b y  1959. A  p reservation  
society  rose up  prom ptly , and  th e  Bluebell 
Line has grow n ever since, one of the 
la rg est o f  su ch  socie ties. T he  ro u te  is 
Sheffield Park  to East G rinstead, and  th ey  
p la n  to c o n n e c t to th e  m a in  lin e  a t 
H ayw ards H eath, ru n n in g  to Lewes again 
being  now  im practicable.

Sheffield Park  Station has all th e  m em orab le  
fea tu res , b r ic k  s tru c tu re , b o o k ing  hall, 
sm artly  un ifo rm ed  staff (all vo lunteers, o f 
course) and  w ooden  destina tion  boards. 
T he M useum  is full o f h is to ry  and  of 
artefacts lovingly m ade as th e y  w ere  in  
those days; and  the jo y  is to get up  close to 
p re se rv ed  en g in es  in  th e  eng ine  shed, 
beau tifu lly  p re sen ted  and  fully deserv ing  to 
be  called 'she ' ra th e r  th a n  'it' (w hatever 
th e y  now  call sh ips e lsew here). F rom  there,

Bluebell Railway 
Coat o f Arms

T here  is som eth ing  special about 
a m eal on  a train , in  com pany  and  

in  w ell-preserved  rolling stock, m ost pre- 
1939, and  w ith  the steady  chug o f the 
engine u p  front. T he views, passing  slowly, 
w ere  o f g reen  an d  leafy  (arboreal and  
econom ic) coun tryside  and, w h en  w e w ere 
there, rich  abundance  o f b luebells. Spring 
had  arrived.

T hanks go to those a ttend ing  w ho p u t up  
w ith  th e  cru sh  for e levenses a t th e  tea  room  
w h en  w e arrived  w ith  an o th e r coach p a rty  
w ho w ere  due before us, and  to unfazed  
Janet, w ho had  to c ircum ven t a m otorw ay  
crash  on th e  w ay  back, in  con trast to h e r  
sm ooth  ou tw ard  jo u rn ey .

BR Class Standard Four No80151 Horsted Keynes
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Terry Sutton

Eigh ty  y ea rs  ago, in  1939, w as a d ram atic  
an d  w o rry in g  tim e  in  D over and  

th ro u g h o u t th e  n a tio n . T h ro u g h o u t th e  
e a r ly  m o n th s  of th e  y e a r  D over w as 
p re p a r in g  fo r a th re a te n e d  w a r w h ich  
ev en tu a lly  cam e in  Septem ber. For those  
s till alive to d ay  w ho  can  fo rg e t th o se  
f r ig h te n in g  w ords in  S e p te m b e r from  
p rim e  m in is te r  N ev ille  C h a m b e rla in : 
"consequen tly  th is  co u n try  is at w ar w ith  
G erm any."

M em ories o f 1939 w ere  rev ived  for m e 
w h en  two jo u rn a lis ts  from  F in land  v isited  
D over in  a h u n t for an y o n e  w ho could 
re m e m b e r  th o se  days. T h e y  w ere  
e sp ec ia lly  in te re s te d  b ecau se , in  1939, 
F in land  and  R ussia w ere  a t war. I w as able 
to te ll th e m  o f m y  m e m o ry  th a t ea rly  in  
1939 th e re  w as m y s te rio u s ta lk  in  D over 
abou t a 'd ea th  ray ' be ing  b eam e d  from  
w ooden  m as ts  e rec ted  at Sw ingate. We 
w ere  to ld  it  w as top  secre t, n o t for 
discussion , b u t ca r drivers c la im ed  th e ir  
veh ic les h ad  su d d en ly  b e e n  b ro u g h t to a 
standstill on  th e  D eal-D over road  n e a r  the 
m asts. We now  know, o f course, these  
w o o d en  m as ts  ( la te r  rep laced  b y  s tee l 
m asts) w ere  involved w ith  radio location, 
now  k n o w n  as radar.

T hese  w ere  th e  days o f fears o f possible 
G erm an  spies in  and  a ro u n d  th e  Town, Port 
and  G arrison  o f Dover. As ten-year-o ld  I 
w as alw ays on  th e  look-out for them !

In  A pril 1939 th e re  w as a serious c lash  o f 
v iew s about evacuation . T he g o v ern m en t 
decided  th a t the  D over a rea  w ould  be  ju s t 
th e  p lace to receive evacuees from  th e  
M edw ay tow ns. D over Borough councillors, 
som e w ith  m em o ries  o f th e  1914-18 war,

told W hitehall th is  w as a daft idea  because  
D over w as su re  to be  th e  ta rge t o f a ir raids. 
E v en tu a lly  W hiteha ll ag reed  an d  m ade  
D over a n eu tra l area: n e ith e r  receiv ing  
ev a c u e e s  n o r  m ak in g  th e  to w n  an  
evacua tion  zone. By 1940, w ith  th e  en em y  
on  th e  cliffs a t Calais, th e re  w as a rap id  
ch an g e  o f  m in d  as D over b e c a m e  an  
evacua tion  area.

In  1938 an d  in  1939 w e q u eu ed  u p  a t the 
fire sta tion  w h ere  vo lu n tee rs  fitted  u p  w ith  
gas m asks - ho rrib le  sm elling  th ings. I f  w ar 
cam e, gas attacks w ere  expected.

In  February, D over's a ir raid  s iren s w ere 
sounded  for th e  first tim e, la te r  also to be 
u sed  for shelling  raids. Bags of sand  w ere 
p rep a red  to d am p en  an y  fire bom bs th a t 
m igh t be  d ropped  on  th e  tow n.

T he D over au th o ritie s  decided  to m ove th e  
s ta ined  glass w indow s from  th e  Town Hall, 
th e  w indow s w e still en jo y  today. In  1939 
th e y  w ere  tak en  dow n and  stored  for safety

Trocadero Bars
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in  tu n n e ls  u n d e r  D over Castle.

Work, s ta rted  in  1938, co n tin u ed  in  1939 on 
th e  ex tension  o f tu n n e ls  th a t h ad  earlie r 
b e e n  excavated in  th e  cliffs and  in  quarries. 
T h ere  w as con troversy  b e tw een  th e  D over 
au th o rities  an d  W hitehall over w ho  should  
p ay  for th is w ork. In  th e  m o n th s  ahead  
these  tu n n e ls  w ere  to b ecom e th e  ho m e for 
m any .

D over's  m en fo lk  re tu rn e d  to  g a rd en s  
w here, in  th e  crisis o f 1938, th e y  had  
w orked  to g e th e r to dig co m m u n a l she lte rs  
in  case th e re  w ere  a ir raids. Som e o f these  
m e n  had  served  in  th e  tren ch es  in  World 
War O ne and  th e y  rem em b ered  th e  danger 
o f fly ing  sp lin te rs . T h e  d esig n  o f th e  
sh e lte rs  w as in te n d e d  to give p ro tec tio n  
against sp lin te rs and  sh rap n e l falling from  
anti-aircraft guns.

A s th e  m o n th s  o f 1939 d rifted  tow ards the 
dec la ra tion  o f w ar in  Septem ber, shops 
w ere  b u sy  selling  m a te ria l th a t could be, 
a n d  was, u sed  as b lack-ou t cu rta in s  to 
en su re  no h o u se  ligh ting  h e lp ed  guide 
e n e m y  pilots. L ater m a n y  D over w indow s 
w ere  criss-crossed  w ith  s trip s o f sticky  
p a p e r  to p rev en t glass sp lin te ring  if  bom bs 
fell.

H ow  w ell I re m e m b e r  th a t S u n d ay  
m o rn in g  o f S ep tem ber 3rd in  1939 w hen , 
m in u te s  a f te r  th e  d e c la ra tio n  o f war, 
D over's s iren s w ailed  out. I w as scared . A ny 
m o m en t, I feared, en e m y  a ircraft w ould  be 
zoom ing over th e  h ills to bom b Dover. M y 
teacher, 'B arney ' Taylor a t B arton Road 
School, h ad  to ld  u s  one  b o m b  w o u ld  
com ple te ly  w ipe ou t Dover. A nd in  1939 w e 
believed  w h a t teach e rs  tau g h t us!

COWGATE CEMETERY Je rem y  Cope

Su m m e r has arrived, a lthough  looking 
ou t o f th e  w indow  a t th e  ra in  rem in d s  

m e o f th e  variable n a tu re  o f o u r w eather. 
However, ra in  w ill get th e  grass grow ing 
w ith  ev er m ore  vigour!

W ith the  closure o f th e  N ight S he lte r in  
M arch, th e  te n ts  h av e  re tu rn e d  an d  
although  m ost o ccupan ts  are tidy, it on ly  
need s  one care less p erso n  to m ake the 
w ork  o f o u r litter-clearers, led  b y  D eborah, 
som ew hat onerous. A  co m m en t on  the 
tim e s  w e live in! A p art from  th is  w e 
co n tinue  to m anage the  “bullies" -  A ngelica 
and  likem inded  p lan ts  th a t te n d  to crow d 
ou t so m a n y  sm alle r ones. O ver the  years  
w e have seen  a large increase  in  p rim roses 
and  sim ilar p lan ts  an d  o f course grasses, 
w h ich  says som eth ing  for o u r efforts! Jo h n  
and  Je a n  co n tinue  w ith  th e  n ev e r end ing  
job  o f try ing  to contro l th e  ivy, particu la rly  
th a t covering tom b stones. T h is he lp s  if

v isitors are looking for ev idence  in  th e ir  
genealog ical researches.

We h ave  h a d  fu r th e r  feed b ack  from  
M elanie at WCCP on  the  m a in ten an ce  of 
th e  site in  such  a w ay  as to encourage  its 
u se  b y  w ildlife. I w ill up d a te  as w e develop 
th e  ideas she h as provided.

A  big 'th an k y o u ' to D over Town C ouncil for 
p ro v id in g  u s  m e a n s  to  s to re  o u r 
e q u ip m en t. It is v e ry  m u ch  app rec ia ted  
w ith  a special th an k y o u  to Jim  P eacock for 
h is in p u t and  help .

I f  you  w ould  like to jo in  ou r h ap p y  b an d  
th e n  p lease  con tac t m e on  01304 211348 or 
e m a il je re m y c o p e @ w ille rs le y .p lu s .c o m . 
We u su a lly  w o rk  th e  firs t T h u rsd a y  
m o rn in g  an d  th e  second  Satu rday  m orn in g  
in  th e  m o n th  b u t th is  varies according to 
th e  w e a th e r an d  holidays.

mailto:jeremycope@willersley.plus.com
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Dover’s Volunteers Keep The Town Tidy
Peter Sherred

D esp ite  be ing  su rro u n d ed  b y  a p le tho ra  
o f h is to ric a l an d  scen ic  asse ts, 

a rg u ab ly  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t a sse t 
p ossessed  b y  ou r tow n  o f D over is quite 
s im ply  th e  peop le  w ho m ake  up  th is  g reat 
tow n  o f ours. T his cam e to m e forcibly once 
again  th is y e a r  in  th e  n a tu re  o f th e  tow n's 
response  to th e  Keep B ritain  T idy  Spring 
C lean  C am p a ig n  w h ich  ra n  fo rm ally  
b e tw een  M arch an d  A pril nationw ide. T he 
response  o f D over w as tru ly  rem arkab le  
w ith  m a n y  D over Society m em b ers  being  
involved . In  short, th e  KBT C am paign  
ga lv an ised  an  in c red ib le  v o lu n te e r  
response  from  th e  peop le  o f D over w h ich  I 
w as p riv ileged  to observe, o r form  a p a rt of, 
in  m y  role as a Keep B ritain T idy  L itter 
H eroes A m bassador.

A long w ith  several o th e r ind iv iduals I have 
b e e n  a litte r  p ick ing  activ ist for y ea rs  bo th  
w ith in  an d  outside o f th e  tow n  and  I w as 
p leased  to be  ap p o in ted  b y  Keep B ritain 
T idy  to m y  n ew  role d u ring  2018.

John Morgan, Peter Sherred and Ken Read 
prom ote the campaign

Ju s t ahead  o f th e  official s ta rt o f th e  2019 
cam p a ig n  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  to w n 's  tw o 
R otary clubs, th e  R otary Club o f D over and  
th e  R otary  C lub o f S ou th  F oreland , 
u n d e rto o k  a substan tia l c lean-up  p ro jec t in  
the  B uckland Estate ta rgeting  G reen  Lane 
from  its  top  en tran ce , a lm o st opposite  
C hrist C hurch  A cadem y, dow n in to  the 
Estate and  over the  railw ay  bridge th e n  
dow n as far as B rookfield A venue. T his 
en tire  rou te  had  b e e n  tho rough ly  c leared  
b y  R otarians ju s t tw o y ea rs  p rev iously  so it 
w as so m ew h at d isappo in ting  to find  th a t at 
the  en d  o f th e  exercise a w hopp ing  total o f 
over 70 full refuse  bags h ad  b e e n  co llected  
along w ith  a large n u m b e r o f ind iv idual 
item s such  as a w id esc reen  television , a 
p u sh  chair, large ch ild ren 's  toys, a chair, 
vases an d  o th e r artefacts. T he b u lk  o f the 
bag rubb ish  co n ten ts  in c lu d ed  tin  cans, 
p lastic  and  glass bo ttle s  an d  o th e r item s 
associated  w ith  fast food or take aw ay 
ou tle ts  b u t also in c lu d ed  several dom estic  
ru b b ish  bags th a t h a d  b e e n  filled  and  
sim p ly  th ro w n  aw ay in to  th e  verges o f the 
ro u te . T he  R o tary  e ffo rt w as a good 
k icksta rt to th e  follow ing C am paign.

P rio r to th e  c o m m en cem en t date o f the 
C am p a ig n  i ts e lf  I d e liv e red  to  ev e ry  
P rim ary  and  S econdary  School in  th e  tow n 
a p e rso n a l le t te r  a d d re sse d  to th e  
H e ad teach e r h igh ligh ting  the  C am paign  
and  encourag ing  partic ip a tio n  in  it in  som e 
form . H opefully , the  p erils  o f th e  litte r 
ep idem ic  focussed  in  th e  env iro n m en ta l 
s tud ies o f these  in s titu tio n s  b u t as on ly  one 
school re sp o n d ed  it is h a rd  to know. A  large 
A3 sized p o ste r p rom o ting  th e  C am paign  
w as delivered  at th e  sam e tim e  to each  
school.



15

In  addition , I em ailed  th e  clerks o f as m an y  
local p a r ish  c o u n c ils  as I co u ld  to 
encourage  co m m u n ity  partic ip a tio n  in  the 
C am paign  an d  p ro m o tio n  o f it. T h ere  w ere 
a few  re s p o n se s  o n e  o f w h ich  w as 
pa rticu la rly  heart-w arm ing  com ing  from  
Tem ple Ewell w h ere  I w as advised  a local 
organ isa tion  for peop le  u n d e r  a d isability  
w ould  be  p a rtic ipa ting  w ith  th e ir  charges.

W h en  th e  C am p a ig n  b e g a n  o ffic ia lly  
vo lu n tee rs  in  g roups or associations and  
in d iv id u a ls  ro se  to  th e  occasion  
m agn ificen tly . M em bers o f th e  L ondon 
Road C o m m u n ity  Form , u n d e r  th e  
leade rsh ip  o f its charism a tic  lead e r D eacon  
M ichelle Legum i o f the  B eacon C hurch, 
w ere  im m ed ia te ly  active p ick ing  u p  litte r 
in  the  top en d  o f th e  tow n  and  pa in tin g  ou t 
graffiti w h ich  h ad  b e e n  p laced  on  th e  w alls 
o f a local business. It w as am azing  to see 
th e  q u an tity  o f d rin k  co n ta in ers  (cans and  
bo ttles) th a t had  b e e n  d u m p ed  in  th e  fron t 
area  o f the  old fo rm er M ethodist C hurch  in  
L ondon Road. Full m a rk s  to ou r tow n  
m ayor, T he R ight W orshipful th e  Town 
M ayor o f  Dover, M rs Sue Jo n es , w ho 
p artic ip a ted  in  th e  exercise. O ver in  St 
M argaret's Bay th e  local W om en's In s titu te  
m em bers, w ith  local le ad e r B renda Paul 
and  WI C oun ty  C hairm an  Gill Crone, he ld  
th e  first o f a series o f litte r p icks conduc ted  
over th e  w hole perio d  o f the  C am paign.

As th e  days p assed  people, b o th  young  and  
n o t so young, ga th e red  to g e th e r to c lea r 
B arton Path  alongside th e  R iver D our w hile 
th e  T ow er H am le ts  F o rum  m e m b e rs  
u n d erto o k  a sign ifican t li tte r  p ick  over a 
w ide a rea  w ith in  Tower H am le ts  and  in  
th a t a c tiv ity  w ere  tw o o th e r  Tow n 
C ouncillors - A nn  Je n n e r  an d  Pam  Brivio - 
as w ell as Paul Pearson  w ho is w ell know n  
for h is  reg u la r litte r p ick ing  activ ities in  the 
tow n  a rea  ad jo in ing  Bridge Street. Paths 
and  roads w ere  n o t th e  on ly  sub jects o f 
c lean  ups b y  vo lu n tee rs  for D over Society

m em bers, led  b y  Je re m y  Cope, d escended  
u p o n  C ow gate C e m e te ry  (w h ich  is 
reg u la rly  c lea red  b y  Society m em bers) and  
th e n  m ore  vo lun teers, inc lud ing  Society 
m e m b e r Jo h n  M organ, took  to th e  w ate rs  o f 
th e  R iver Dour, u n d e r  th e  leade rsh ip  and  
d irec tion  o f Iona  D ub ien iec  o f th e  W hite 
Cliffs C oun tryside  Partnersh ip , to c lea r ou r 
lovely  chalk  riv e r o f rubb ish  th ro w n  in  to it 
or on its b an k s  b y  though tless  o r unca rin g  
people. T he Land T rust tid ied  up  th e  Fort 
B urgoyne b o u n d a ry  n e a r  B urgoyne H eights 
w hile  unsig h tly  re d u n d a n t b a n n e rs  w ere 
rem oved  from  s tree t side railings at th e  top 
o f C onnaugh t H ill and  C astle Hill. W hy do 
organ isa tions w ho e rec t these  b a n n e rs  n o t 
take th em  dow n again  once an  ev en t has 
passed?

V olunteers u n d e rto o k  b each  c lean ing  as 
w ell as P rom enade clearing, w hile  o th e r 
vo lu n tee rs  u n d erto o k  w ork  a t Shakespeare 
Beach. R ubbish co llected  from  Castle H ill 
Road, from  its ju n c tio n  w ith  D over Road, 
G uston  dow n to L aureston  Place, filled 
seven  big bags w ith  cans an d  bo ttles  as w ell 
as y ie ld ing  up  som e h a lf  a dozen  car w heel 
hu b  caps! H ow  sad  such  a p rinc ipa l rou te  
for tou rists  to o u r m a in  to u ris t a ttrac tio n  in  
th e  form  o f th e  Castle should  be  so heav ily

Castle H ill Road Clearance 15 A p ril
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despoiled  b y  rubb ish  w ith  no-one b o th erin g  
to p ick  it up!

T he v o lu n tee rs  o f D over resp o n d ed  to th e  
challenge o f th e  C am paign  m agn ificen tly  
and, o f course, m a n y  ind iv iduals an d  o thers 
co n tin u e  these  civic activ ities th ro u g h o u t 
th e  year. It is to be  h oped  th a t m a n y  o thers 
w ill consider u n d ertak in g  m ore  freq u en t 
c lean  u p s  ra th e r  th a n  ju s t  m ak in g  an  
an n u a l appea ran ce  becau se  those  w ho drop 
all th is  rubb ish  do n o t re s t on  th e ir  lau re ls  
as it w ere  con tin u in g  w ith  th e ir  anti-social 
b eh av io u r all y e a r round .

Two notable negatives in  th is C am paign 
w ere  lack  o f partic ip a tio n  b y  N etw ork  Rail 
an d  th e  H ighw ays A gency  w ith  D over 
D istric t C ouncil th e  la t te r  in  re sp ec t o f the 
A2. H aving con tac ted  N etw ork  Rail and  
show n officials a round  b lack  spots a t P rio ry  
Hill, Tower H am le ts  and  G reen  Lane, it w as 
d isappo in ting  to le a rn  no step s w ould  be 
tak en  to c lea r th e  p iles o f rubb ish  show n to 
th e  officials because  o f th e  n a tu re  o f the 
sites concerned . In  fa irness the  cond ition  
o f th ese  sites w as n o t caused  b y  N etw ork  
Rail b u t b y  local people. H ow ever I in ten d

to keep  p ressing  for action. T h is is also the 
case for th e  A2 w h ich  m u s t look like a th ird  
w o rld  c o u n try  co n d itio n  to v is ito rs  o r 
to u ris ts  to th is  C o u n try . T he  p rac tica l 
p ro b lem  se e m s to b e  th e  d iv is ion  of 
re sp o n s ib ility  b e tw e e n  DDC (the  l i tte r  
co llec tio n  a u th o r ity )  a n d  HE (as th e  
stra teg ic  rou te  operator) as w ell as cost. 
D esp ite  p rom ises from  HE o f c lea rance  as 
a t th e  tim e  o f  w ritin g  n o th in g  h as 
m ate ria lised  b u t w h y  shou ld  th e  cond ition  
o f verges and  th e  cen tra l rese rv a tio n  o f th is 
p rinc ipa l rou te  be  allow ed to fall in to  such 
a p a rlo u s  sta te  in  th e  firs t p lace?  
C on tinu ing  m on ito ring  an d  c learance  are 
n eed ed  or, perhaps, HE shou ld  lose its 
responsib ility  for th e  m ajo r ro u tes  in  the 
first in stance?

But these  negatives shou ld  no t be  allow ed 
to d is trac t from  the  w onderfu l re sp o n se  of 
the  v o lu n tee rs  w ho p a rtic ip a ted  in  the 
C am paign  an d  m ade  such  a significant 
co n trib u tio n  to th e  im p ro v em en t o f the 
am en itie s  and  th e  e n v iro n m e n t o f th e  
tow n . W ell done  D over's  C h am p io n  
V olunteers for w h ere  w ould  w e or th e  tow n  
be  w ith o u t them ?

Dover Society members at Cowgate Cemetery
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Memorial for B-17 Bomber Crash
St Margaret’s-at-Cliffe — Denise Lee

A t 2pm  on  Saturday 18th M ay 
2019 m e m b e rs  o f  th e  St 

M argaret's H istorical Society and 
relatives unveiled  a p laque to m ark  
the spot o f a WWII B-17 [Flying 
Fortress] p lane  crash. O rganised by  
M r Brian Cole th e  p laque is fixed to 
a 1 m etre  high m em oria l n e a r  to 
the ju n c tio n  o f S tation Road and 
N elson Park Road.

In  the  early  hou rs o f 8th Ja n u a ry  1945 the 
A m erican  B-17 bom ber, p a rt o f th e  837 
B om bardm ent Squadron, 487 B om bardm ent 
Group, took off from  Lavenham , Suffolk for 
a raid  over G erm any. T he b o m b er suffered 
dam age over F rankfu rt b u t m anaged  to 
reach  England. As it crossed the coast the 
engines failed and  ju s t before 2pm  the pilot 
Lt F rank  C asey b rough t it in  for a crash 
land ing  on farm land. In  all he  flew  54 
m issions w ithou t any  o f h is crew  being

487 Bomb Group

picked up.

injured.

M r C ole's father, an  A ir Raid 
P ro tec tio n  [ARP] w a rd en  a fte r 
hearing  the  crash  w as first on the 
scene. H e w as very  su rp rised  to 
see all eight crew  w alk  aw ay from  
th e  c rash  u n in ju red . H e th e n  
inv ited  th em  in  for tea  w hile a 
n e ig h b o u r co n tac ted  th e  
au th o r itie s  for th e  crew  to be

Frank  Casey w as b o rn  in  Cave Springs, 
F loyd  C ounty , G eorgia USA on  16th 
D ecem ber 1919. In  2011, th e n  a res iden t of 
C edartow n , Polk C ounty , G eorgia he 
received  a shard  of m etal from  th e  p lane 
after it had  b een  dug up  in  the field at the 
crash  site. H e d ied 3rd N ovem ber 2013 at 
C edartow n  an d  is b u rie d  a t th e  local 
cem e te ry  at Cave Springs.

Casey C re w  - 837th Squadron

Back Row L to R:

T/Sgt Robert W. Keene (radio 

operator), S/Sgt Roy E. Emery 

(nose-turret gunner), S/Sgt 

Bruce R. MacFarland (ball 

turret gunner), T/Sgt George 

M. Ogle (flight engineer)

Front Row L to R:

2nd  Lt Charles P. M undo rf 

(navigator), S/Sgt A lbert C. 

Harmon (tail gunner), 2nd  Lt 

Edward J. W ilkowski (co

p ilot), 2nd  Lt Frank L. Casey 

(pilot)
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W ednesday 27th M arch  2019 

Terry Sutton

The n igh t o f M arch 27th 1977: I rem em ber 
it well. As a resu lt o f an  early  tip-off, I 

w as the only rep o rte r on the scene as fire 
r ip p ed  th ro u g h  th e  w ell-know n C rypt 
R estau ran t. I w a tch ed  as bod ies w ere 
rem oved  from  th e  charred , sm ouldering  
debris.

O n M arch 27th 2019, the 42nd ann iversary  o f 
the disaster, nearly  200 D over people and 
firefighters re tu rn ed  to the ugly rem ains o f 
T he C rypt in  Bench Street for a cerem ony  to 
rem em b er the seven, including a firem an, 
w ho died as a resu lt o f the blaze th a t terrible 
night.

H ighlight o f the cerem ony  was the unveiling  
of a p laque carry ing the nam es o f those died 
including Leading F irem an Jo h n  Sharp w ho 
gave his life try ing to save the others. The 
plaque, on the w all o f th e  A20 underpass, 
w as unveiled  by  the firem an 's widow, Mrs 
G lenda Sharp.

T he cerem ony, a ttended  by  m ore than  th irty  
K ent Fire and  R escue firefighters, serving 
an d  re tired , w as th e  in itia tive  o f tow n 
councillor G raham  Wanstall, w hose efforts 
resu lted  in  th e  form ation of a support group

Crypt Fire Plaque Unveil

including re tired  firem en.
H e recalled the nam es o f those w ho died tha t 
te rrib le  n ig h t in  M arch 1977: Leading 
F irem an John  Sharp (31), M arion Clay (32), 
Shane Clay (6), 18 m on th  old Charlotte Clay, 
A nita Lee (19), Janusia  A shton (7) and 43- 
year-old Phyllis Conlon, h e r  grandm other.

Fire service officer Sean Bone-Knell, on 
beh a lf o f the K ent fire and  rescue service, 
spoke of M r Sharp's bravery, w hile retired 
firem an Jam es Wraight recited the Firem an's 
Prayer. D over's m ayor Sue Jones was am ong 
those  in  th e  large congregation , w hich  
included relatives o f those w ho died in the 
fire.

Father Je ff  Cridland of St Paul's RC church 
led prayers for those w ho died tha t night. It 
w as said six o f the seven  w ere Roman 
Catholics.

The scene of the com m em orative cerem ony 
once m ore rem inded  everyone of the terrible 
state o f the site w here The Crypt once stood. 
Forty-two years after the disaster vegetation 
and litter still covers charred  w ooden frames, 
w hile scaffolding covers a neighbouring wall; 
all this in  D over's m ain  street.

M r W anstall and  h is p laque  organising  
com m ittee w ould be delighted to see the site 
tu rned  into a com m em orative garden.

T he D over Society pays tr ib u te  to the 
initiative o f M r Wanstall in  organising this 
event. A proud  Dovorian, he has cam paigned 
for a nu m b er o f issues, no t always w ith 
success. W hen others doubt h im  in  the future 
he  can  alw ays p o in t to th e  success o f 
organising this event.
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Jen n y  O lp in

Sin c e  C h ris tm a s  th e  R e fu rb ish m e n t 
C om m ittee  h as c o n tin u ed  to lobby for 

'C liff Path ' and  'D over C astle ' d irec tion  
signs a t each  en d  o f the  ER32 R ight o f Way. 
In  p a r tn e rsh ip  w ith  W alkers are W elcom e 
and  English  H eritage, w e are p leased  to 
re p o r t th a t  fu n d in g  for th e  signs w as 
a g reed  b y  N eil M cC ollum  o f  E n g lish  
H eritage and  h as in c lu d ed  a finger p la te  
safe ly  d irec ting  w alkers o ff L angdon C liff 
and  dow n th e  C liff Path, th u s  avoiding th e  
d angerous b en d s  o f U p p er Road. H owever, 
R efu rb ish m en t h as  ag reed  to fu r th e r  lobby 
K ent H ighw ays, D over D istric t C ouncil 
(DDC) an d  o th e r  ag en c ies  to u rg e n tly  
c o n s id e r  th e  sa fe ty  o f  th e  in c re a s in g  
n u m b e r  o f visito rs daily  u sin g  U p p er Road 
to access th e  C liff and, vice versa, D over 
Castle. We w ill k eep  yo u  u p d a ted  o f any  
progress.

D eborah  G asking, R efu rb ish m en t m e m b e r 
and  v e ry  active w ith  th e  Dour, h as  b e e n  
re p o r tin g  on  th e  re n o v a tio n  o f  th e  
V ic to rian  ra ilin g s  o n  B arto n  Path , o ff 
B eaco n sfie ld  Road. T h is  is w o rk  in  
progress, w h ils t th e  Bridge S tree t ra ilings 
h av e  b e e n  rem o v ed , re n o v a te d  an d  
re tu rn ed , looking v e ry  sm art.

K eeping o u r focus on  li tte r  issues 
is a n  e n d le s s  ta sk  an d  w e 
reg u la rly  co n tac t DDC v ia  th e ir  
w eb site to re p o r t concerns. We 
urge yo u  to use  th e ir  site  if  you  
h av e  a n y  l i t te r  c o n c e rn s .
C u rre n t ly  R e fu rb ish m e n t are  
develop ing  a focus on  recycling  
and  w e are  looking forw ard to 
w elcom ing  Liz H ayes o f 'P lastic  
F ree D over' to m e e t w ith  us.
M ike M cF arn e ll k e e p s  u s

re g u la r ly  u p d a te d  o n  th e  Tow n Team  
activities, th e  C o-Innovation  p ro jec t and  
o th e r  Town C en tre  in itia tives and  ideas.

H av ing  a re m it to review , m onitor, su p p o rt 
a n d  lobby for an y  issu es regard ing  tou rism  
w e h av e  b e e n  p le a s e d  to re c ru it  to 
R efu rb ish m en t D en ise  S m ith  o f th e  D over 
G reeters. In  o u r e n g ag em en t w ith  K ent 
Police, D en ise  h as v o lu n tee red  to jo in  the  
PCSO's in  th e ir  'su rg e rie s ' in  an d  a round  
th e  M ark e t S quare . We lo o k  fo rw ard  
h ea rin g  o f h e r  experiences.

In  M arch w e w ere  p leased  to be  in v ited  to 
b e  p a r t o f th e  in au g u ra l m ee tin g  o f the 
D over C o m m u n ity  N e tw o rk  h o s te d  b y  
D over T echnical College. T h is  in itia tive  is 
a im ed  a t b rin g in g  to g e th e r a ran g e  of 
g roups to w ork  in  p a rtn e rsh ip  for o u r 
co m m un ity .

F inally , R efu rb ish m en t h as tak en  u p  the 
c h a lle n g e  o f  lo b b y in g  re g a rd in g  th e  
appalling  sparsity  o f Public C onven iences 
in  Dover. W atch th is  space, re sp o n ses  to 
d a te  have b e e n  encourag ing , so fingers 
crossed!

Stembrook Toilet B lock



20



21

Britannia 
Coaches

BRITANNIA HOUSE  
HOLLOW WOOD ROAD 

DOVER C T 17 0UB

Tel: 01304 228111 
Fax: 01304 215350

8 - 1 6  seat 
Luxury Minicoaches

Wheelchair-accessible 
Vehicles available

Mowll & Mowll
S O L I C I T O R S  ■ ■

Residential & Commercial Property 

Wills Probate & Trusts 

Elderly Client Advice 

Civil & Commercial Litigation 

Company & Business Law 

Family 

Family Mediation

Telephone 01304 873344
Fax 01304 873355

www.mowll.co.uk

Trafalgar House Gordon Road Whitfield 
Dover Kent CT16 3PN

B U I L D I N G  &  P R O P E R T Y  M A I N T E N A N C E

For all your Building &
Maintenance Needs

P ro p e r ty  M a in te n a n c e  P a in tin g  &  D e c o ra tin g  L o f t C o n v e rs io n s
F o u n d a tio n s  &  D ra in a g e  R o a d s  &  D riv ew ay s  R oofs &  F a sc ia s
In s u ra n c e  W o rk  U n d e r ta k e n  N ew  B u ild s  E x te n s io n s
Free Estim ates W hy M ove ... Im prove!

01304 210565  
F a x : 01304 208822 M o b : 07885 212473

a n g e la @ d o v e rb u ild in g .c o .u k  
P le a se  ca ll in to  o u r  o ffice  a n d  s p e a k  to  A n g e la  

4 L o n d o n  R o a d , D over, K e n t C T 1 7  0S T

http://www.mowll.co.uk
mailto:angela@doverbuilding.co.uk
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Application for Membership
Annual Subscription: Individual - £6

Joint membership - £10

Payable on 31st March

Name & Title ................
2nd Name & Title (joint membership) ................
Address .......................................................................
................................................................. Postcode
Telephone ..........................................  Email

Please m ake cheques payable to the Dover Society and send to the M embership Secretary,
M rs Sheila Cope, 53 Park Avenue, Dover CT16 IHD. If  you prefer to pay by bank transfer or 
standing order please contact us.

Gift Aid
The Gift Aid Legislation allows us to reclaim  basic tax rate on your subscription and any donations. 
To do so, The Dover Society will provide your details to HMRC. Please state that you are happy for 
us to do this by signing the declaration below. This will come into effect from the date o f signing 
and you can change your mind and withdraw consent at any time. (You m ust be a U K  taxpayer and 
pay an amount o f income tax or capital gains tax we re-claim on your subscription or donation.) For 
jo in t membership, the first nam ed is asked to sign as the taxpayer.

I wish/do not wish* the D over Society to benefit from the Gift Aid. (* Delete as applicable)

Signed: ............................................................  Date: .........................................

Data Protection
The D over Society holds personal data i.e. names, addresses, email and telephone contact details 
electronically. We will only use them  for sending Newsletters, related local inform ation and news 
about our projects and forthcom ing events. Telephone num bers w ill be used w hen quick contact is 
necessary relating to subscriptions or clarifying booking details for an event.

You can change your preferences or w ithdraw  consent at any tim e by contacting us at: 
secretary@ thedoversociety.co.uk.

I consent to my data being held and used in this way by The D over Society. □
(*Please tick box)

I f  you have a preference for how  we contact you, please let us know.

Signed: ............................................................  Date: .......................................

Practical Help
I/We could sometimes give practical help w ith the following (please tick relevant sections) 

Social events □  W riting for newsletter □  Projects e.g. clearance, surveys n
Photography □  Any other interests or expertise

mailto:secretary@thedoversociety.co.uk
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THE DOVER SOCIETY CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Sunday 2 December, 2018

Our Christmas Lunch will be held in the Stone Hall in Maison Dieu, our magnificent historical Town Hall.

There will be a three course meal with coffee and mints. A welcome drink of mulled wine or tropical fruit 
punch is included in the price of £25.00 per person. Other drinks may be purchased at the Bar. After lunch we 
welcome Quadlibet who will be providing entertainment for us.

Welcome drinks will be available from 12.30pm and lunch will begin promptly at 1.00pm.

Menu
Starter:
[A] Quenelles of mushroom pate served with red 

onion chutney, rocket, tomatoes and granary 
bread

[B] Plump prawn and crayfish cocktail served on a 
bed of seasonal leaves with malted granary 
bread

[C] A traditional brie & asparagus cheesecake 
served warm on a bed of baby leaf spinach

Main:
[D] Roast turkey breast with port, cranberry and 

orange stuffing, chipolata sausage, roast 
potatoes and vegetables

[E] Roast beef with Yorkshire pudding and a rich 
horseradish gravy, roast potatoes and

vegetables
[F] Butternut squash filled with roasted 

Mediterranean vegetables, roast potatoes
[G] Paupiette of plaice with asparagus and a light 

hollandaise sauce, roast potatoes and 
vegetables

Dessert:
[H] Traditional Christmas pudding with brandy 

cream
[I] Selection of cheeses, celery and dried fruits 
[J] Mango and Passionfruit Bavarois served with

pouring cream 
Welcome Drink:
[K] Mulled wine 
[L] Tropical fruit punch

To book your place(s), please complete the form below and return it together with your cheque made 
payable to THE DOVER SOCIETY to: Beverley Hall, 61 Castle Avenue, Dover CT16 1EZ Tel: 01304 

202646. If a receipt is required please enclose a S.A.E.

Christmas Lunch -  Sunday 1 December, 2019 -  £25.00 per person

Name: ........................................................................................................................................

Address: ..................................................................................................................................

Telephone: ..........................................................  No. of places @ £25.00 each ........

Please select for each person, your choice of menu and welcome drink (mulled wine or fruit punch). 

Name(s) Starter Main Dessert Drink
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Pets Arcadia &
AquaNcs

Est. 1937
16 High Street, Dover, Kent, CT16 1DR 

Tel: 01304 206432 
Email: petshopsteve@gmail.co.uk 

Website: www.petsarcadiaquatics.com

Wild Bird Requirements
Bulk Peanuts, Seeds, Sunflower Hearts

Pond Fish Specialists
Tropical and Cold Water Fish 

and much, much, more!

10% discount for Dover 
Society Members

Curiosity of iouer
17 Cannon Street, Dover CT16 1BZ Tel 01304 202621 «
Curiosity of Dover probably have one of the largest collections of 

Swarovski Silver Crystal in East Kent. They also have 
Border Fine Arts, Florence Figurines and Capo Di Monte.

Call in to see the extensive range of Moorcraft Pottery and 
top quality jewellery, including Murano Glass,

Freshwater Pearls and Amber Jewellery.

We have designer sunglasses and exclusive hand-made handbags 
and many other quality gift items for you, or for you to give.

Come and have a browse and discover why it’s called

“Curiosity of Dover”

mailto:petshopsteve@gmail.co.uk
http://www.petsarcadiaquatics.com
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Memories - A Boy’s War in Hell Fire Corner
------------------------------------- Barry Fincham -------------------------------------

I w as b o rn  in  B uckland in  th e  early  1930's 
and  a tten d ed  Barton Road School.

1936: early  m em ories  o f th e  tram s standing 
b u m p e r to b u m p e r in  R iver (now  Lew isham  
Road) aw aiting  d isposal. M y p a re n t 's  
concern  listen ing  to C ham berlain 's speech  
and  h is decla ration  o f w ar against G erm any  
on 3rd S ep tem ber 1939. E arn ing  rebukes 
from  m y  fa ther as he  struggled  to e rec t the 
A nderson  sh e lte r in  o u r b ack  garden. T he 
first a ir raid  w arning, w h ich  w as a false 
a larm , b u t th e  so u n d  o f th e  s iren s  
frigh tened  all o f u s and  w e took sh e lte r in  
th e  nex t door neighbour's  w ooden  garden  
shed! Fun  try ing  on  ou r gas m asks; m y  
y o u n g er s is te r had  one w ith  a M ickey 
M ouse design and  th e  baby  o f th e  fam ily 
w as p laced  in  a sealed  canopy  w hich  he 
d idn 't like one bit. M oving into a bigger 
house  in  S hrubbery  Cottages and  w atching 
soldiers drilling in  th e  road outside. W ith 
m y  sister w atch ing  soldiers cam ouflaging 
them se lves in  hedgerow s all a round  our 
locality, tan k  trap s construc ted  alongside 
th e  ra ilw ay  lin e s  an d  w ith  co n cre te  
obstacles at th e  bo ttom  o f C rabble H ill (now  
th e  D aihatsu  Garage).

T he schools closing, ta lk  o f invasion  and  
m an y  o f ou r friends being  evacuated . M y 
m o th e r told u s  w e should  all stay  together 
w h en  th e  G erm ans cam e and  n o t to be 
afraid. Being tak en  to W aldershare hospital 
for a tonsil extraction. W ounded soldiers 
seem ed  to be  everyw here. Being se n t hom e 
straigh t aw ay after th e  opera tion  as every  
b ed  w as n eed ed  - everyone talk ing about 
th e  re tre a t from  D unk irk  - w h en  w ould  the 
dreaded  G erm ans com e?

T he Battle o f B ritain - w atch ing  from  our 
shelter, th e  skies full o f aerop lanes. G unfire

- and  being  told to stay  in  th e  she lte r 
because  o f falling sh rapnel.

W ith no school th ere  w as p len ty  o f tim e to 
w atch  barrage balloons and  searchlights 
be ing  installed  and  the  one in  C herry  Tree 
A venue (now  Kwikfit garage) w as one of 
m y  favou rite  p lace s  w h e n  ge ttin g  th e  
g ro ce rie s  from  th e  C o-operative Store. 
Ration books and  no  m ore sweets, b an an as  
o r oranges! D ark  bread.

T he n ig h t o f th e  12th J u n e  1941: the  
dropping  o f an  aeria l lan d m in e  on Dover. 
A n air raid  w arn ing  h ad  b e e n  sounded  b u t 
no en em y  p lan es heard , so a fter an  h o u r or 
so w e w en t back  to bed . A  huge explosion 
occurred  som e ho u rs  la te r and  th e  sky w as 
seen  to be  glow ing over th e  U nion  Road 
area, b u t on ly  a d is tan t h u m  o f a p lane  w as 
heard . Trying to see th e  n ex t m orn in g  w hat 
had  happened , b u t n o t able to get v ery  far 
up  U nion  Road (now  C oom be Valley Road) 
as th e  road  and  p avem en ts  w ere  ankle  deep 
in  debris. R andolph Road w as obliterated  
an d  I could  see m a n y  rescue  w orkers 
search ing  th e  rubble  and  feeling sick w ith  
fear as m y  G randparen t's  house  once stood 
there.

Very little w as found o f m y  G randfa ther and  
m y  G randm other d ied a few  w eeks la te r 
from  h e r  in ju ries. 15 people perish ed  th a t 
night.

T he coffins w ere draped  w ith  U nion  flags as 
th e y  w ere  tak en  for bu ria l in  B uckland 
cem etery . Feeling deep  sadness and  shock 
at th e  loss o f m y  G randparen ts b u t also a 
sense  o f p ride th a t th e  tw o o lder sons, bo th  
in  uniform , stood to a tten tio n  and  salu ted  
th e ir  p a ren t's  coffins as th e y  passed  by. 
A cquired two n ew  m em b ers to o u r family:
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m y  G randparen t's  two surviving teenage 
sons (from  th e  R andolph Road disaster), so 
a m ove to a b igger house  in  L ondon Road 
w as necessary .

Part tim e schooling com m enced  in  1942 at 
B uckland School. Boys in  th e  m orn ing , girls 
in  th e  a fte rn o o n . N ow  a m e m b e r  o f 
B uckland C hurch  C hoir and  g raduated  from  
th e  C ubs in to  th e  S couts 15th, S ain t 
A ndrew 's. E very  m orn in g  I did a p ap er 
ro u n d  serv ing  K earsney and  River districts 
from  E ddy Mills P aper Shop (now  Crabble 
Post Office). E arly  m o rn in g  s ta rt and  a t the 
end, a cup  o f ho t w eak  tea, no sugar, from  
O liver's Tea B arrow  (2d p e r  cup), parked  in  
th e  ARP yard  nex t to th e  tram  sheds (now  
H ollis M otors).

Scout cam ps in  K ent countryside, alw ays 
u n d e r  canvas and  fun  fru it p icking and  
finding o u r w ay  a round  w ith  all road  signs 
etc., rem oved  as a w ar secu rity  m easure.

M ore an d  m o re  ev acu a ted  ch ild ren  
re tu rn in g  to D over from  th e ir  b ille ts in  
W ales (excep t C o u n ty  school pup ils). 
C onversely, m ore  D over re s id en ts  leaving 
th e  tow n as th e  shelling  increased . T he 
D over popu la tion  a lm ost ha lved  and  I knew  
p rac tic a lly  ev e ry o n e  in  o u r locality .

Robin H ood  Townwall Street

Randolph Road 1941

Surprisingly, very  little th e ft rep o rted  from  
vacated  p ro p e rty  -  a com bination  o f heavy  
policing (the en th u siastic  Specials) p lu s 
people  w ere  too pre-occupied  w ith  looking 
after th e ir  ow n safety  to be  b o th e red  w ith  
thieving.

B uckland School reco m m en ced  full tim e 
education  in  Ja n u a ry  1943. Miss Radford as 
h ead  teacher. I w as tran sfe rred  b ack  to 
B arton Road School la te r in  th e  year.

F req u en t a ir ra ids and  shelling  from  the 
G erm an  guns in  th e  Pas de Calais now  a 
regu lar occurrence  - m ost n igh ts d istu rbed  
and  sp en t in  the  shelters. O ne frightful 
aspect o f shelling  w as th a t a shell h ad  to fall 
before th e  a ir raid  siren  could be  sounded  
and  people could take shelter. In  Buckland, 
a fore-w arning o f an  im m in e n t shelling 
attack  w as to h e a r  th e  hoo ters o f th e  a rm y  
d iesel tra in s u sed  to h au l th e  shells etc., for 
the  long range guns h id d en  in  th e  G uston 
railw ay tu n n e l. We k n ew  th a t w h en  our 
guns fired th e  G erm ans w ould  retaliate.

1944: a shell fell a t th e  back  o f ou r house 
and  b ad ly  dam aged  th e  re a r  half. O ur 
fam ily had  tak en  refuge u n d e r  th e  stairs, 
be ing  too frigh tened  to ru n  to th e  B uckland 
School shelter. D espite debris, m y  m o th e r 
lit the gas stove to m ake u s tea  and  the 
rescue w orkers w en t b e rse rk  as th e re  w as 
gas leak ing  everyw here  b u t w e had  the  tea  
never-the-less! M oved to a n ew  hom e on



27

St James Street

C rabble H ill w ith  on ly  a few  bits and  p ieces 
salvaged from  o u r shell dam aged  hom e -  
th e  u tility  fu rn itu re  pu rch ased  w as o f poor 
quality  and  th ere  w as no  Social Security  or 
counselling  in  those days. A ir ra ids and 
sh e llin g  n ow  m o re  in te n se . O ld P ark  
Barracks b ecam e full o f A m erican  G l's and  
F rench  C anad ians as w ell m a n y  British 
R eg im en ts. T he  G l's w ere  ex trem e ly  
generous and  a g rea t favourite w ith  the 
ch ild ren  - alw ays read y  to give u s sw eets or 
gum  an d  th e  b la c k  A m erican s  w ere  
esp ec ia lly  n ice  a n d  w o u ld  a lw ays be 
in te res ted  to ta lk  and  listen  to y o u r new s.

T he Royal E ng ineer's  R egim ent occupying 
B uckland Mill H ouse beg an  to m ove ou t in  
M ay 1944 and  it w as com m on know ledge 
th a t an  invasion  of E urope w as im m inen t. 
Crabble H ill w as jam  packed  w ith  tanks and  
heav y  eq u ipm en t. As a p ap e r delivery  b o y  I 
w as alw ays u p  to date w ith  th e  la test w ar 
new s and  k een ly  follow ed th e  p rogress 
m aps in  the  papers, o f th e  A llies advance 
in to  F rance  fo llow ing th e  in v as io n  of 
E urope on Ju n e  6th 1944 - and  w e w ere 
longing for th e  long range guns in  th e  Pas 
de Calais to be  cap tu red  and  silenced: 
ea rn ing  extra m o n ey  by  selling new spapers 
to th e  tran s it troops as th e y  m oved  from  Old 
Park  B arracks and  alw ays g iven som e extra 
ra tions from  th e  cookhouse! C om pleting  
m y  p ap e r ro u n d  tow ard th e  end  o f th a t

m o n th  I w as terrified  to w atch  a low  flying 
G erm an  p lane  roar overhead  w ith  flam es 
shooting  ou t from  its tail end. T he noise w as 
trem en d o u s and  I d idn 't realise th a t I w as 
w itnessing  the  sight o f th e  first doodle bugs 
(V1's) en  rou te  for London.

T he shelling  in  the tow n  during  A ugust and  
S ep tem ber w as in ten se  and  in  one day in 
S ep tem ber over 50 shells fell on  th e  tow n. 
We stayed and  slep t in  th e  deep  a ir raid 
sh e lte r  in  B uck land  M ill g rounds. In  
O ctober th e  C anadians finally  cap tu red  the 
G erm an  cross ch an n e l guns and  for us it felt 
like peace at last. A long w ith  100 o th er 
D over ch ild ren  w e w ere  g iven a fortnights' 
ho liday  in  Brighton, cou rtesy  o f th e  N ew  
Z ealand R egim ent sta tioned  in  th a t tow n  -  
it w as m arvellous.

G erm an  POW's s ta rted  w ork ing  in  th e  town, 
digging a large tren ch  u p  L ondon Road and  
Old Park  Road to install a n ew  drainage 
system . T h ey  w ere  un g u ard ed  and  seem ed  
a su llen , d o w n -tro d d en  lo t - m a n y  
housew ives gave th em  tea  and  show ed 
th em  sy m p ath y  although  th e y  w ere still ou r 
sw orn  enem ies: I le a rn t m y  first G erm an  
w ord -  'Jau se ' (so u th e rn  G erm an  for b reak  
tim e).

V1's and  n ow  V2's ra in ing  dow n on  London

Stembrook 1947
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w ith  no defence at all against th e  V2 rockets
- fo rtunate ly  D over on ly  experienced  3 V1's 
and  th e y  landed  on  the  outskirts.

M ay 8th 1945: v icto ry  a t last w ith  G erm any  
having  to accep t u ncond itiona l surrender. 
Jub ila tion  all over tow n. A  huge bonfire  on 
th e  beach  w ith  p len ty  o f w ood from  w ar 
dam aged  p ro p e rty  to keep  it going. Singing 
in  B uckland C hurch  cho ir at a m assed  
chu rch  service in  C harlton  Parish C hurch  to 
celebrate  V ictory in  Europe.

Follow ing th e  d ro p p in g  o f th e  a tom ic  
bom bs, Jap an  su rren d ered  on  15th August. 
Feeling im m en se  re lie f th a t th e  A m ericans 
had  developed  these  ho rren d o u s w eapons 
before th e  Nazis.

Food ra tion ing  still in  force and  th e  w in te r 
o f 45-46 w as p articu la rly  severe and  fuel 
w as hard  to com e by. T he council decided 
to rip  ou t all th e  hardw ood blocks be tw een  
th e  old tram  lines in  L ondon Road and  
Crabble H ill and  these  provided  a m u ch  
n e e d e d  h e a tin g  sou rce  for m a n y  
h o u seh o ld s  -  b u t also cau sed  m a n y  
ch im n ey  fires! Singing in  th e  cho ir in  St. 
M ary 's in  C astro at th e  C astle for th e  
inaugu ra tion  of W inston C hurchill as Lord 
W arden o f the C inque Ports. I w as th rilled  to 
be  sitting  on ly  a few  feet aw ay from  th is 
g rea t m a n  w ho h ad  in sp ired  us all during 
th e  long terrib le  years  o f war.

N ow  w ork ing  for m y  liv ing assisting  a 
b lack sm ith /p lu m b e r a t the  W estern  H eights 
C itadel an d  w ork ing  a longside G erm an  
POW's w ho w ere  im p riso n ed  u p  there . 
D espite every th ing  I felt a certa in  p ity  for 
som e o f th e  y o u n g er POW's and  he lped  
th em  b y  selling th e ir  c leverly  m ade  w ooden  
toys in  exchange for cigarettes for friends 
a n d  fam ily . W alking a long  th e  fo rm er 
L iverpool S treet to the  D rill hall for the Sea 
C adets' pa rades and  b an d  practice  (now  the 
fo rm er le isure  cen tre). No s tree t lights and

th e  u t te r  d eso la tio n  an d  sh a tte re d  
silhouettes o f th e  once p roud  B urlington 
ho te l and  G ranville G ardens (now  G atew ay 
flats and  p a rt o f Townw all Street).

A ppren ticesh ip  at th e  D over Packet yard  
an d  re s ta r tin g  m y  e d u ca tio n  aga in  in  
e a rn e s t at th e  D over T echnical College 
(now  b e in g  c o n v e rted  in to  lu x u ry  
apartm en ts). A ttending  even ing  classes four 
tim es a w eek  and  sitting  alongside the 
re tu rn in g  C oun ty  School boys, realising  th a t 
I had  a m o u n ta in  to clim b if  I w as to achieve 
any th ing  in  m y  life.

T he jo y  o f be ing  able to sw im  in  th e  sea 
once m ore and  the  beach ed  s te rn  h a lf  o f 
HMS C odrington m ade  a first class diving 
p latform . Being a m em b er o f PC P un ter 's  
P enguin  Sw im m ing Club and  using  the 
D uke o f York's sw im m ing  pool.

Reflections: w ar in  any  form  is te rrib le  and  
for civilians caugh t up  in  it is especially  
te rrify ing  and  shelling  from  an  u n se e n  
en em y  is horrific. D uring those w ar years 
2,226 shells fell on  D over and  everyone in  
the  tow n  h eard  each  terrify ing  explosion 
and  th an k ed  God th e y  w ere  n o t on  the 
receiv ing end. Even a fter 60 years  I still feel 
m y  stom ach  tu rn  over w h en  a low  flying 
aircraft goes overhead  and  su d d en  loud 
explosions cause m y  h e a rt to m iss a beat.

A nyone w ho th inks o r says th e y  had  a good 
w ar is e ith e r ly ing or sim ply  stup id  - for 
those w ho suffered  it leaves p e rm a n e n t 
scars a n d  g lo rify ing  w a r is to ta lly  
incom prehensib le  to m y  m in d  and  has no 
p lace in  a m o d e rn  society. T he Second 
W orld War cost the  lives o f 55 m illion  people 
and  I w ill alw ays be  grateful to all those 
young  m e n  and  w o m en  from  all over the 
Free W orld w ho gave th e ir  lives to defeat 
N azism . We could n o t have m ade it alone.

D over had  th e  h e a rt ripped  ou t o f it and  it
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h as n e v e r  re a lly  recovered . T h e re  w as 
n e v e r  a n y  m o n e y  availab le  from  th e  
G o v e rn m e n t o r p riv a te  in v e s tm e n t to 
res tru c tu re  th e  tow n b ack  in to  its pre-w ar 
elegance and  character. Old, m u ch  loved, 
dam aged  p ropertie s  w ere  dem olished  and  
cheap, colourless buildings, lacking an y  sort 
o f character, w ere substitu ted . T he one 
exception is th e  G atew ay flats w hich, over 
th e  years, have slow ly m erged  in to  the 
seafron t landscape and  now  ap p ea r quite

D enys Le Fevre, w ho w as w ell k now n  in  
D over and  across the  C oun ty  as an  

a rtist fam ed for h is p e n  and  in k  draw ings 
en h an ced  b y  h is use o f w a te r colours, died 
on  A pril 9th in  a W iltshire hosp ita l at the 
age of 89.

Living p rev iously  in  R am sgate he  m oved  for 
reasons o f hea lth  and  age w ith  h is wife 
Barbara a couple o f years ago to be  n e a r  his 
son and  d augh ter in  law  in  W iltshire. He 
and  B arbara w ere  m arrie d  for over 60 years 
ce le b ra tin g  th e i r  d iam o n d  w ed d in g  
an n iversary  in  2015 in  Sandw ich.

D enys w as a freq u en t v isitor to D over and 
had  a close association  w ith  th e  late Jo h n

acceptable.

T he one jew el in  D over's crow n - rem ain s 
th e  sea fro n t an d  p ro m e n a d e  - and  
thank fu lly , ev ery  effort to tu rn  it in to 
an o th e r Sou thend  has b e e n  resisted . W hen 
I w alk  along the  seafron t and  gaze u p  at the 
m agn ificen t D over Castle, (w here, in  1907 
in  a rm y  m arrie d  quarters, m y  fa ther w as 
born). I feel a sense of p ride in  th e  tow n 
w hich  is still v e ry  d ear to m y  heart.

T u rn p en n y  w ith  w hom  he often  com m uted  
daily  to Calais on  th e  occasions o f th e  Calais 
Foire in  th e  1980s a n d  1990s an d  in  
association  w ith  th e  D over C ham ber o f 
C om m erce.

D uring  h is  life h e  rece iv ed  m a n y  
p res tig io u s  co m m iss io n s  an d  h e ld  
exhibitions a t th e  B arbican A rts C entre in 
L ondon and  in  various p laces in  France. H e 
w as a Fellow o f th e  Royal Society of A rts 
and  his p ic tu res  grace private  and  public 
collections across th e  w orld. A m ong his 
m an y  creations w ere  aspects o f D over bo th  
Town and  Port and  he  prov ided  w ork  for the 
C onfederation  of the C inque Ports over the 
years. So po p u lar w ere  h is  w orks th a t in  his 
re tire m en t exhibition  in  2014 over 50% of 
h is p ic tu res  w ere  snapped  u p  b y  th e  tim e  of 
closure o f th e  exhibition.

D enys leaves a w ife B arbara and  two sons, 
S im on and  G raham . A long serv ing  m em b er 
of th e  K nights T em plar D enys served as 
G rand P rior o f E ngland for e leven  years 
before becom ing  G rand P rior E m eritus. A 
fu ller apprecia tion  of h is life and  w ork  
a p p ea red  in  D over Society 's n e w sle tte r  
n u m b e r 81 in  N ovem ber 2014.Denys Le Fevre

Death o f D enys Le Fevre
Peter Sherred
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Hritage Open Days in Dover 2019
FREE!

Derek Leach

This y ea r a round  th e  co u n try  H eritage 
O pen  D ays w ill be  sp read  over two 

consecutive w eekends on  14/15 and  21/22 
Septem ber. O nce again T he D over Society is 
coord inating  a rran g em en ts  in  Dover. T his 
e v e n t ce le b ra te s  E n g land 's  fan tastic  
arch itec tu ra l heritage b y  encourag ing  free 
access to bu ild ings th a t are usua lly  closed to 
th e  public  or w ould  no rm ally  charge an 
ad m iss io n  fee. In  D over th is  y e a r  10 
bu ild ings w ill be open  to th e  public free of 
charge.

W estern H eig h ts  N orth  E ntrance R oad  
T unn el G uided  Tours: Access to th e  N orth  
E n tran c e  Road T unne l on  th e  W estern  
H eights D over w ill be  op en ed  specially  
aga in  th is  year. B uilt in  th e  1860s, it 
prov ided  veh icu lar and  p ed estrian  access to 
th e  m ilita ry  defences from  the tow n  o f 
Dover. It w as closed a round  1967 w h en  a 
n ew  road w as cu t th rough  th e  ram p arts  and  
public access stopped  a few  years  later.

Pre-booking is essen tia l as p laces are stric tly  
lim ited  on  these  guided tours. D ue to the 
te rra in  the tou rs are unsu itab le  for p ram s 
and  w hee lcha irs  and  for young  children . 
T he to u r rou te  covers u n ev en  g round  w ith  
low  levels o f lighting so stu rdy  footw ear 
should  be  w orn . L im ited park ing  w ill be 
available on  n ea rb y  D rop R edoubt Road. 
Booking details w ill be  available from  1st 
S ep tem ber and  publicised  via th e  W estern 
H e ig h ts  P re se rv a tio n  S ociety  w ebsite : 
h ttp ://w w w .doverw este rnhe igh ts .o rg  and  
Facebook:
h ttp s://w w w .faceb o o k .co m /g ro u p s/W este r
nH eights.

Grand Shaft Staircase: T his u n iq u e  trip le  
staircase w as started  in  1804 and  fin ished  in  
1807. It c o n n e c te d  th e  b a rra c k s  and  
fo rtif ica tio n s o n  th e  W estern  H eigh ts  
th rough  th e  250 foot h igh cliff to sea level, 
Snargate  S tree t a n d  th e  P ie r D istrict, 
enab ling  troops to m ove quick ly  u p  or dow n 
its 140 steps w ith in  th e  cliff p lu s an o th e r 59 
into th e  b a rrack  yard . In  1812, a M r Leith o f 
W alm er rode a horse up  the  staircase for a 
bet. T he en tran ce  is in  Snargate Street.

D over  Tow n H all fo rm er ly  th e  M aison  
D ieu: Founded in  1203 b y  H u b ert de Burgh, 
th e n  C onstable o f D over Castle, th e  p rim ary  
purpose  o f th e  M aison D ieu w as to provide 
free board  and  lodging for p ilgrim s on  th e ir  
w ay  to th e  sh rine  o f T hom as B ecket at 
C an te rbu ry  and, later, to care for th e  elderly  
poor and  sick of Dover. A  chapel w as added 
in  1227, w h ich  w as adap ted  in  th e  19th

M aion D ieu ©  Alan Lee

http://www.doverwesternheights.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wester


cen tu ry  as a court. M ore bu ild ings w ere 
added  over the  cen tu ries . In  1536, the 
religious house  w as suppressed  b y  King 
H en ry  VIII, becom ing  th e  King's property . 
T he bu ild ings b ecam e a v ictualling  depot 
for the  navy  un til 1830, w h en  it w as taken  
over b y  th e  Board o f O rdnance. P u t u p  for 
auction  in  1834, it w as bough t b y  th e  D over 
Corporation. R estoration and  adap ta tion  of 
th e  im pressive 13th c en tu ry  Stone H all took 
place b e tw een  1852 and  1862. T he 19th 
cen tu ry  sta ined  glass w indow s in  the  Stone 
H all dep ict episodes in  the h is to ry  o f the 
tow n  and  th e re  are a n u m b e r o f po rtra its  o f 
fam ous people connec ted  w ith  the  tow n. 
T he C ouncil C ham ber w as added in  1868 
and  th e  ad jo in ing  C on n au g h t H all w as 
opened  in  1883.

M aison  D ie u  H ouse: T his fine Jacobean  
house  in  Biggin S treet is th e  oldest dom estic 
bu ild ing  in  Dover. It w as bu ilt in  1665 as the 
A gent V ictualler's residence  close to the 
M aison Dieu, w h ich  King H en ry  VIII had  
re q u is itio n e d  as a sto re  for th e  N avy  
V ictualling Office follow ing the  D issolution. 
In  1834, it b ecam e th e  residence  o f the 
c o m m a n d e r o f th e  Royal E n g in ee rs  in

St Edmund's Chapel

D over before becom ing  a private  residence. 
T he Kingsford b rew ing  and  m illing  fam ily 
and  the  M u m m ery  fam ily w ho ow ned  the 
S tem brook ta n n e ry  lived h ere  during  the 
19th c e n tu ry . B ought b y  th e  D over 
C orporation  in  1899, the  house  becam e 
council offices u n til a fter th e  Second World 
War, w h en  it becam e the  public library. 
Following th e  m ove o f th e  lib rary  to the 
D iscovery  C en tre , th e  p re m ise s  w ere  
p u rc h a se d  an d  b e a u tifu lly  re s to re d  b y  
D over Town C ouncil for its use. T he tow n's 
regalia w ill also be  on  show.

St. E dm und's Chapel: T his tin y  cem e te ry  
chapel in  P rio ry  Road w as consecra ted  b y  St 
R ichard o f C h ichester in  1253 in  m em o ry  of 
h is  friend , St. E dm und , A rchb ishop  of 
C an terbu ry  1234-45, and  w as probably  used  
as a c em e te ry  chapel for the M aison D ieu 
close by . H id d en  for m a n y  y e a rs  b y  
d e v e lo p m e n t a ro u n d  it  an d  u se d  as a 
w orkshop, it w as revealed  again  following 
w ar dam age to the  su rround ing  buildings. 
T he chapel w as res to red  and  reconsecra ted  
in  1968.

D over C ollege: Incorpora ting  th e  rem a in s 
of St. M artin 's Priory: bu ilt in  th e  12th 
cen tury , b u t supp ressed  in  1535 as p a rt o f 
King H e n ry  V III's D isso lu tio n  o f  th e  
M onasteries. T he site w as th e n  leased  for 
farm ing and  m ost o f th e  bu ild ings fell into 
disrepair. Fortunately , th e  g rand  N orm an  
refec to ry  w as u sed  as a b a rn  and  survives 
today. D over College opened  on  th e  site in 
1871 w h en  the  refec to ry  and  gatehouse 
w ere resto red  and  th e  king 's hall becam e 
the college chapel. P art o f th e  clo ister also 
survives. T he en tran ce  is from  E ffingham  
C rescent.

C hurch o f  St. M ary th e  V irgin: T his 
p ro m in en t bu ild ing  in  Biggin Street, dating 
from  Saxon tim es, w as bu ilt o rig inally  by  
the secu lar canons of St. M artin  Le Grand, 
th e n  re b u ilt b y  th e  N o rm an s. A t th e
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D issolution  it w as saved from  dem olition  
w h en  King H en ry  VIII g ran ted  it for use  as 
a parish  and  civic church . U nfortunately , 
because  o f its w eak  foundations, it w as 
rebu ilt in  1843, a lthough  its original arches 
a n d  co lu m n s  w ere  re in s ta te d . T he 
m agn ificen t tow er surv ived  th is  resto ration .

B ell Tower o f  St. M ary th e  V irgin: In  the
gallery  o f th is N o rm an  tow er visitors w ill 
see how  the bellringers operate  and  in  the 
clock ch am b e r th e y  w ill see th e  clock 
w orkings and  various artefacts.

U n ita r ia n  C hurch : T h is  b rick -b u ilt
octagonal chu rch  sitting  above York S treet 
w as construc ted  in  1820 and  its w orship  
a rea  reflec ts th e  shape o f th e  building. T he 
origins o f the  chu rch  go b ack  to 1643 and  a 
local c o m m u n ity  o f  B aptists w ho 
estab lished  a m eetin g  house  in  1655, b u t 
w ere persecu ted  follow ing th e  resto ra tion  o f

the  m o n arch y  in  1660. In  1692 S am uel 
T averner m ade p a rt o f h is house  available 
for w orsh ip  and  p a rt o f the  garden  as a 
bu ria l ground. F reedom  o f be lie f  and  form  
o f w orsh ip  as a U n ita rian  C hurch  w as 
ag reed  b y  m em b ers  in  1916. Following 
Second  W orld W ar dam age, th e  chape l 
reo p en ed  in  1952. T here  w ill be  an  art 
exhibition  and  dolls' house  show, as w ell as 
refreshm en ts.

St. R ad eg u n d 's  A b b ey: T his
p rem o n stra ten s ian  abbey, founded  in  1191, 
w as v isited  b y  several m onarchs. Following 
its D issolution in  1538, the  g rea t abbey 
chu rch  w as dem olished  and  th e  rem ain ing  
buildings, w ith  its lands, w ere leased  to 
te n a n t farm ers by  th e  m onarch . Today the 
refec to ry  is the farm house su rro u n d ed  b y  
abbey  ru ins. A  gatehouse and  a guest house 
survive.

O p en in g  tim es w ill be:
W eekend 1 4 /15  Septem ber St. Edm und's Chapel -  Saturday only, 10am to 4pm
St. M ary's C hurch -  Saturday only, 10am to 4pm
Bell Tower of St. M ary the Virgin -  Saturday only, 1pm  to 4pm
St. Radegund's Abbey -  Guided tours on Sunday only, 10.30 to noon and 2.30pm to 4pm
U nitarian C hurch -  Saturday and  Sunday, 10am to 4pm
Town H all/M aison D ieu -  Guided tours Saturday only, 10am to 4pm

W eekend 21/22  Septem ber W estern H eights N orth Entrance tu n n e l -  Saturday and  Sunday, 
pre-booked tours only 10am to 3pm.
G rand Shaft Staircase -  Saturday and Sunday, 10am to 4pm
D over C ollege/D over Priory ru ins -  Guided tours only at 11am and 2pm  on Saturday and 
Sunday. M aison Dieu H ouse -  Saturday only, 10am to 4pm

P u b lic ity  lea flets are available from the Visitor Inform ation C entre (now  located in  Dover 
M useum ), Dover Town Council Offices (M aison Dieu H ouse), Dover Town Hall and  Dover 
Library.

To find out about o ther buildings open in  the region visit w ww .heritageopendays.org

Local contact for m ore inform ation:
D erek Leach on 01304 823926 or em ail derekriverdale@ btinternet.com

http://www.heritageopendays.org
mailto:derekriverdale@btinternet.com
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Secret Dover
Jeff Howe

R eview ed by Terry Sutton
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D over Society  m e m b e r J e f f  H ow e is to 
b e  c o n g ra tu la te d  o n  h is  d e ta ile d  

re sea rch  w h ich  revea ls  a range o f little  
k n o w n  facts abou t o u r tow n. Jeff, a garage 
m an ag e r an d  an  active m e m b e r o f th e  
W estern  H eigh ts P reserv a tio n  Society, is 
th e  au th o r  o f th e  m o s t read ab le  book  
S ecret D over (A m berley: 2019 £14.99).

H e delves in to  th e  back g ro u n d  o f D over's 
long-dem olished  P ro m en ad e  Pier, lead ing  
citizens w ho in v es ted  in  it, w h y  it  failed 
financ ia lly  an d  h igh ligh ts th e  a rtis te s  w ho 
en te r ta in e d  tow nsfo lk  an d  v isito rs there .

Jeff, w ho gave a ta lk  to o u r socie ty  about 
th e  lo ca tio n  o f th e  A rchcliffe ro u n d  
to w ers  th a t  once  d e fe n d e d  D over's  
w e s te rn  harbour, p rov ides m ore  details 
about these  h is to ric  forts dep ic ted  in  the 
w e ll-k n o w n  p a in tin g  o f  H e n ry  VIII 
se tting  sail from  D over for th e  Field o f 
C loth o f Gold.

H e u n e a r th s  m o re  fac ts  ab o u t th e  
W este rn  H e ig h ts  an d  re c a lls  th e  
m ilita ry  hosp ita l th a t once stood on  the 
low er slopes o f th e  W estern  H eigh ts 
and  som e o f th e  s ta ff w ho w orked  
there . T h is  hosp ita l w as d em o lished  
n o t all th a t long ago. I w as g iven 
in je c tio n s  th e re  in  th e  la te  1940s j 
befo re  em b a rk in g  for N o rth  A frica 
m ilita ry  serv ice. I

A llied  a n d  A m e ric a n s  jo u rn a l is ts  ju s t  
w a itin g  fo r th e  G e rm a n  in v as io n . H e 
reca lls  th e  ra id  th a t v irtu a lly  destroyed  
T he  G rand  H otel in  W ellesley  Road an d  the  
re scu e  o f jo u rn a lis ts  from  th e  debris. H is 
m ap  o f the  B ritish an ti-invasion  defence  
zones is am ong  th e  w ide range o f  excellen t 
illu s tra tio n s in  th e  book.

In  m y  o p in ion  m a n y  o f Je ff’s “secrets" 
have  b e e n  cu lled  from  th e  pages o f the  
D o v er E x p ress  (an d  p o ss ib ly  o th e r  
new sp ap ers) b u t w h e re  th e  au th o r  sh ines 
is h is de ta iled  follow -up re sea rch  w h ich  
m ak es S ecre t D over such  a good read .

I w as v e ry  in te re s te d  in  h is re sea rch  
abou t H ellfire C o rner D over at th e  
tim e  o f  th e  D u n k irk  E v acu a tio n , 
w h e n  th e  tow n  p layed  h o st to British,

‘

SECRET- 
DOVER

JEFF HOWE



34

SULLIVAN & SON
Independent Funeral Service

Traditional, Eco-freindly,Alternative and Pre-Paid funerals available 
Direct Cremation and Burial Service

PAUL SULLIVAN, Dip FD, Proprietor 
In funeral service since 1992

FAIR
FUNERALS

WE HAVE SIGNED  
THE PLEDGE

24  Hour Service

Recommended by the Good Funeral Guide and the Natural Death Centre 

12 Beaconsfield Road, Dover, CT16 2LL 

Tel/Fax: 01304201322 

Email: office@sullivanandson.co.uk 

Get an instant estimate at our new website 

■'ii.nifiM www.sullivanandson.co.uk
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mailto:office@sullivanandson.co.uk
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Planning Committee
Patrick Sherratt

More and  m ore  ap p lica tions are  b e in g  
m ade  for C hange o f Use (COU) to 

Town C en tre  p ro p ertie s . We co n tin u e  to 
m ake  co m m en ts  that, in  general, su p p o rt a 
COU ra th e r  th a n  see a b u ild in g  beco m e  a 
d ere lic t eyesore, how ever, w e strive to seek  
q u a lity  conversions. Sadly m a n y  are  for 
sub-standard  flats and  H ouses o f M ultip le 
O c c u p a n c y  (H M O 's) th a t  w e s tro n g ly  
oppose. I cover th is  sub jec t e lsew here  in  
m y  repo rt.

D over  W estern  D o ck s R ev iva l (D W D R )
A date  to re m e m b e r 3rd M ay 2019 a t 4pm . 
T h is is w h e n  th e  n ew  M arina  P ie r op en ed  
to th e  public. E arly  co m m u n ity  co m m en ts  
are positive regard ing  th e  s tru c tu re  b u t o f 
c o n ce rn  is D over H arb o u r Board h as n o t 
re s tr ic ted  cycling  o r skateboard ing  and  th is  
is causing  p ro b lem s for those  tak ing  a 
w alk. It is h o p ed  th a t som e sea ting  w ill 
also be  p rov ided  a t a fu tu re  date.

T he m a rin a  cu t is a lm ost com pleted , and  
th e  design  w ill en h a n c e  th e  safe ty  from  
tida l flooding. T he b ascu le  b ridge is also 
com plete .

P art o f th e  facilities w ith in  th e  cargo a rea  is 
a b e r th  th a t w ill accom m odate  “Port o f 
Call" cru ise  ships, th is  b e r th  classified  as 
“B erth  C". T h is w ill enab le  u p  to th re e  large 
c ru ise  sh ips to be  h a n d led  a t an y  one tim e 
at th e  “W estern  Docks".

It w ill be  in te re s tin g  to see if  th is  b e r th  is 
first u sed  on  th e  9 th  Ju ly  as H apag Lloyds 
MV E uropa is sch ed u led  to use  b e r th  “C". 
T h ree  sh ips w ere  o rig inally  to u se  th e  p o rt 
on  th is  date  b u t now  o n ly  tw o are show n  as 
calling  a t D over on  th is  date.

A fter th is  date  th e  n ex t occasion w h en  
th ree  sh ips are schedu led  is th e  30th Ju ly  
w ith  th e  A idaaura on  “C" b e rth  and  V iking 
Ju p ite r  on  CT1 w ith  Pacific P rincess on 
CT2. We w ish  th is  n ew  facility  all good 
w ishes for th e  fu tu re  in  o rder to a ttrac t 
m ore  cru ise  sh ips to Dover.

DTIZ (S t Ja m es D e v e lo p m e n t)
N ow  over one y e a r since opening . Still 
e ig h t u n its  ava ilab le  (4 re ta il an d  4 
ca te ring ) a lthough  still one retail and  one 
c a te r in g  “u n d e r  offer" for th e  la s t six 
m on ths. D uring  th e  p lan n in g  p rocess we 
e m p h as ized  th e  n e e d  for good q u a lity  
lan d scap in g , as lan d sc a p in g  h a d  b e e n  
considerab ly  red u ced  possib ly  to reduce  
th e  overall cost o f th e  project. T he very  
lim ited  landscap ing  is far from  satisfactory  
as m a in ten an ce  is neglec ted , w e hope th is 
w ill im prove in  th e  future.

C astle S tree t/B ig g in  S treet
P la n n in g  a p p lic a tio n s  c o n tin u e  for
p ro p e r tie s  from  “co m m erc ia l"  to
“residential". O ne app lica tion  (re 13 Castle 
S treet) m ade  app lica tion  for COU last y ea r 
for tw o re s id en tia l u n its  and  has n ow  re 
su b m itted  for FIVE room s (possibly 10 + 
o ccu p an ts) as a HMO. E x p erien ce  h as 
show n m a n y  bad ly  m anaged  HM O's create  
anti-social b eh av io u r and  w ith  on ly  one 
sm all k itch en  for all re s id en ts  a h ig h e r level 
o f rubb ish  due to re ly ing  on  take-aw ays.

It is recognized  Castle S tree t has a very  
h igh  v isito r footfall and  pho tos are taken  
from  th e  M arket Square tow ards the  Castle. 
A s such  w e consider th is  app lica tion  w ith  
HMO facilities is n o t desirable. It shou ld  be 
n o ted  in  close p rox im ity  th ere  are already
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15 HM O p ro p ertie s  capab le o f housing  up  
to  227 o ccu p an ts . We h av e  s tro n g ly  
objected  an d  since w e have m ade  th e  local 
c o m m u n ity  aw are 15 m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
public  have also objected.

C on serv a tio n  A reas
C om m en ts  to DDC b y  b o th  P lann ing  and  
R efu rb ishm en t C om m ittees co n tin u e  in  th e  
a tte m p t to  v isu a lly  im p ro v e  th e se  
im p o rtan t areas.

S ec tio n  21 5  o f  T ow n a n d  C ou n try  
P la n n in g  A ct 1990  a n d  E n fo rcem en t
T h an k  you  for th e  positive co m m en ts  to 
m e follow ing th e  artic le  on  th is sub jec t in  
th e  M arch new sletter.

F arth in g loe  a n d  W estern  H eig h ts
C u rren t p lans show  v e ry  little  varia tion  to 
those  p rev iously  subm itted . We recognize 
th e  h e rita g e  b e n e f its  to  th e  W este rn  
H eigh ts b u t are co n ce rn ed  as to the  volum e 
o f housing  in  F arth ingloe desp ite  som e 
im proved  landscaping . As such  w e rem a in  
u nab le  to to tally  su p p o rt th is  application .

C o n n a u g h t B arracks D ev e lo p m en ts
A “H ybrid" app lica tion  th a t in  effect is 
ou tline  p lan n in g  for up  to 300 dw ellings. 
Phasing  o f developm ent, and  details o f a 
n ew  road  ju n c tio n  from  th e  d ev e lo p m en t 
(and  G uston) onto  th e  A258. It w ould  
ap p ea r som e b locks o f flats could be  up  to 
five storeys in  he ig h t and  n o t suitable in  
c lose p ro x im ity  to th e  castle . T he  
o p p o r tu n ity  fo r h ig h  q u a lity  “m a rk e t 
housing" seem s to have b e e n  m issed  on 
th is p an o ram ic  site w ith  v iew s o f th e  castle 
and  E nglish  C hannel.

H o u ses  o f  M u ltip le  O ccu p a n cy  
(H M O 's)
I have alluded  to som e o f th e  p rob lem s 
these  c rea te  if  n o t w ell m anaged . T hose 
w ith  “bo n afid e"  o rg an isa tio n s  su ch  as 
Porchlight, th a t have 2 4 /7  superv ision , in

g enera l have few  problem s. It is those  th a t 
are m an ag ed  b y  A gents th a t are n o t on  the 
p ro p e rty  th a t are th e  m o s t prob lem atic .

L atest sta tistics b y  DDC confirm  th a t now  
ALL w ards in  D over are w ith in  th e  top  20% 
o f deprived  w ards in  England. T he lack  of 
p la n n in g  co n tro l h a s  to be  a m a jo r 
co n tribu to r and  sad ly  reflec ts th e  failure of 
DDC to deliver its s ta tem en t con ta ined  in  
th e  2010 C ore S tra teg y  o f  th e  Local 
D eve lopm en t F ram ew ork  “H ave no  areas 
fa lling  w ith in  th e  20% o f th o se  m o s t 
deprived  in  England".

W ith in  th e  D istric t th e re  are 47 licensed  
HMO p rem ises  o f w h ich  41 (87%) are in  
Dover. T he to tal p e rm itted  HM O occupan ts 
in  th e  D istric t b e in g  510 w ith  91% (465) in  
Dover.

It h as  long b e e n  rep o rted  in  re sp ec t o f 
HMO p rob lem s in  T hane t. T h an e t D istrict 
C ouncil for several y ea rs  h as  re s tric ted  the 
g ran ting  o f HMO's. We have sought sim ilar 
re s tric tions in  D over as “absent" land lo rds 
now  see D over as a soft to u ch  to exploit 
p rivate  sector housing .

T he Socio-econom ic profile  o f D over has 
considerab ly  dec lined  an d  is restric tive to 
q u a lity  inw ard  d ev e lo p m en t w ith in  th e  
tow n.

O f in te re s t is th e  co m m en ts  m ade  b y  one 
m e m b e r o f th e  public  in  re sp ec t to th e  13 
Castle S tree t HMO application . “M argate 
w ith  a po p u la tio n  o f 58,000 and  20 HM Os 
c o m p ared  to D over 41 H M O 's an d  a 
p o p u la tion  30,000"

Let u s all hope  D over D istric t C ouncil start 
to take con tro l o f th is  p rob lem  and  deliver 
th e  Local D e v e lo p m e n t F ram ew o rk  
s ta tem en t to have no  areas w ith in  th e  20% 
o f those  m o s t deprived  in  England.



River Dour Partnership
----------------------------Deborah Gasking-----------------------------
W hite  C liffs C o u n try s id e  P a r tn e rsh ip 's  
(WCCP) g reengang  h as p u t on  m ore  riv er 
labs w ith  A ffin ity  W ater th a n  y o u  can 
shake a tro u t at. T ogether w ith  A ffinity,
B arton an d  W hite Cliffs schools, th e  D our 
is be in g  p u t in to  th e  cu rr icu lu m  th ese  two 
te rm s  w ith  th e  hope  th is w ill beco m e  a 
se lf-sp aw n ed  p e rm a n e n t  to p ic  for 
fo llow ing  y ears . WCCP have 32 active 
v o lu n tee r r iv e r w ard en s  w ho  are rep o rtin g  
issues, c o u n tin g  w ild life  a n d  a tten d in g  
co u rse s  so th a t  th e y  m a y  g a in  v ita l 
know ledge.

It is n o t long n ow  u n til th e  R iver C entre, at 
B uckland  Bridge, w ill b e  open ing . W ith 
som e bespoke in s ta lm en ts  n eeded , a sign 
and  som e basic  e q u ip m e n t it could  w ell be 
o p en  in  tim e  for th e  su m m e r holidays.

37

Volunteers in the Dour!

T he litte r  clear-ups have b e e n  u n d e r  w ay  
fo r a co u p le  o f  m o n th s  n o w  - a n y  
v o lu n tee rs  am ongst you? Tea, coffee, cakes 
a n d  b an an as  p lu s good co m p an y  alw ays on 
o ffe r - em a il m e  for info: 
deb4 tune8@ yahoo.co .uk

T he B arton Path  railings w ill v ery  soon  be 
fu lly  re s to re d  b a c k  to th e i r  V ic to rian  
b eau ty . All th is  sounds great, b u t... b e in g  a 
k een  D ourite, I have to sad ly  say  th a t I have 
n o t seen  one tro u t th is  year. I've rep o rted  
th is  to th e  South E ast Rivers Trust. Could 
those  of you  w ho w alk  th e  r iv e r - a n y  p a rt 
o f it - p lease  le t m e  k now  if  you  see ANY 
tro u t, co u ld  y o u  th e n  em ail m e  at 
deb4tune8@ yahoo .co .uk  and  le t m e know  
w h ere  y o u  saw  th e  fish, p lu s tim e  o f day

mailto:deb4tune8@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:deb4tune8@yahoo.co.uk
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Dover Society Newsletters
Paul Skelton

Being  a b o n a  fide 'D over S hark ' (one 
w ho  w as b o rn  an d  b re d  in  D over) a 

coup le  o f  y ea rs  ago I decided  th a t it  w as 
ab o u t tim e  I jo in e d  th e  D over Society  and  
did so in  2017. I w as v e ry  g lad  to receive  
m y  first ed itio n  o f th e  new sle tter, w h ich  I 
b e lieve  w as n u m b e r  90, N o v em b er 2017. 
“W hat a w o n d e rfu l read ," I though t, and  
w ish ed  I h a d  jo in e d  ea rlie r  an d  w o n d e red  
ju s t  w h a t I h a d  m issed  in  p rev io u s issues.

Two y ea rs  later, a t th e  s ta rt o f 2019, I w as 
c o n te m p la t in g  a sk in g  th e  c o m m itte e  
w h e th e r  th e y  h ad  a n y  b ack  issu es th a t I 
cou ld  'bo rrow ' in  o rd e r to ca tch  u p  on  
m issed  a rtic les. T h e n  saw  in  th e  la te s t 
n e w s le t te r  th a t  o u r  M em b e rsh ip  
Secretary , Sheila  Cope, h ad  a su rp lu s  o f 
old ed itio n s th a t she  w a n te d  to red u ce  and  
she  said  she  w ou ld  o ffer th e m  a ro u n d  at 
s u b s e q u e n t m e e tin g s . W h a t an  
o p p o r tu n ity  for m e  to g a in  th e s e  
w o n d erfu l a rch ives. W hat w as also m ade  
clear, though , w as th a t if  so m eo n e  w as 
looking  for a p a rt ic u la r  article, a t p re se n t 
it w as im possib le  to find  it  as th e re  w as no  
full index, an d  she  asked  w h e th e r  th e re  
w ere  a n y  v o lu n te e rs  w ho  w ou ld  like to 
take on  th e  ta sk  o f c rea tin g  one?

I env isaged  so m eo n e  sitting  dow n in  fron t 
o f  a desk , w ad in g  th ro u g h  th e s e  
n ew sle tte rs  page b y  page, an d  m ak in g  
n o te s  reg a rd in g  th e  c o n te n ts  on  a ro lodex 
or som e so rt o f da tabase  on  a com puter, 
an d  th e n  try in g  to p u t th e m  in to  an  o rd e r 
th a t cou ld  b e  searched .

T h a t so u n d ed  like tim e  co n su m in g  w ork  
to m e  an d  m o s t c e rta in ly  a lab o u r o f  love, 
e sp ec ia lly  to ge t it  righ t. But in  a m ad

m o m e n t I d e c id e d  o ffe r m y  se rv ices, 
m u c h  to th e  d ism ay  o f m y  fam ily  and  
friends, w ho  to ld  m e th a t I d id n 't have  th e  
tim e, th a t it w as too m u c h  w ork  an d  th a t 
I'd  n e v e r  get it  fin ished , a long  w ith  all th e  
o th e r  ac tiv ities I w as c u rre n tly  doing.

To give a few  s ta tis tics  o f th e  size o f th is 
p ro je c t th e re  a re  94 e d it io n s  o f  th e  
n e w s le tte r  to date, m o s t co n ta in in g  over 
50 pages and, a qu ick  ca lcu la tio n  te lls  m e, 
over tw o an d  a q u a r te r  m illio n  w ords in  
total.

T h ey  say  th e re 's  a sm all line  b e tw een  
in sa n ity  an d  gen ius. T h ey  to ld  m e I w as 
b a rm y  in  tak in g  o n  th is  task , b e in g  in  full 
tim e  w o rk  as w ell. S u re ly  it 's  so m eth in g  
for so m eo n e  w ho  is re tired ?  T h e n  again  
yo u  have  o n ly  got to see m e in  th e  s tre e t 
to k n o w  th a t I am  a little  b it  u n o rth o d o x  
an d  find  it  d ifficu lt to h ide  in  a crow d. 
E ccentric , som e call it, n o t q u ite  th e  n o rm  
o thers. I th in k  I k now  w h ich  side o f th e  
line  I stand .

T he ta sk  th a t I b e lieve  th e y  req u es ted , 
w asn 't qu ite  w h a t I h ad  in  m in d  for an  end  
re s u lt. I w a n te d  b e tte r . I w a n te d  to 
re fe ren ce  n o t ju s t  ev e ry  article, b u t ev ery  
w ord, 2.5 m illio n  o f th em . W hat th e  devil 
am  I tak in g  on  h e re?  M adness h as  finally  
cau g h t m e, su re ly . I alw ays seem  to take 
on  huge  an d  seem in g ly  im possib le  tasks.

As soon  as I p icked  th e  ed itio n s up, I k n ew  
th is  w ou ld  be  a b it  o f a challenge, b u t it 
w as Easter, an d  I h ad  tw o w eek s o ff w ork  
as th e  schools w ere  closed, so I k n ew  I had  
a b it  o f free tim e. I h a d  a n o th e r  th in g  in  
m y  favour as w ell. A  com puter, scanner,
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a n d  p ro g ram s th a t w ou ld  h e lp  m e  w ith  
th is  ta sk  and, b e tte r  still, I h ad  done 
sim ila r w ork  before .

But ju s t  how  m u ch  w ork  h ad  I ac tua lly  
ta k e n  on? I'll le t y o u  decide  w ith  th e  
follow ing acco u n t o f  w h a t w as n ecessa ry . 
I w ill k eep  th is  as te ch n ica lly  sim ple  as I 
can, b y  th e  w ay.

M y first ta sk  w as lite ra lly  to scan  ev ery  
page to c ap tu re  a d ig ital im age. T he  las t 
few  copies, I w as g lad to find, w ere  a lready  
av a ilab le  as PD F files  (P r in ta b le  
D o cu m en t Form at), so th e y  w ere  read y  for 
c o m p u te r  m a n ip u la t io n . T h e  p a p e r  
n e w s le t te r s  a lre a d y  b e in g  b o u n d , I 
scan n ed  tw o pages a t a tim e, side b y  side. 
T h a t to ta lled  no  less th a n  2,279 scans. 
H ow ever, I re a lly  w an ted  ev e ry  page to be  
able to b e  v iew ed  sep a ra te ly  an d  in  th e  
co rrec t order, n o t tw o a t a tim e. I could  
have  sc a n n e d  each  page separa te ly , b u t 
th a t w ou ld  h av e  doub led  th e  scan n in g  
tim e. I n e e d e d  ev e ry  page o n  its  ow n, and  
s ta r te d  to do th is  w ith  an  im ag e  
m a n ip u la t io n  p ro g ram  P a in t Shop Pro 
(very  sim ila r to P ho toshop). H ow ever, th e  
n e x t p ro g ra m  I u se d  w o u ld  do th is  
au to m atica lly  for m e  I d iscovered , th u s  
saving m o re  tim e  in  sp litting  over 2,000 
im ages I am  glad to say.

T h is  n ex t p ro g ram  w as an  OCR (O ptical 
C h a rac te r R ecognition) p rogram , w h ich  
li te ra lly  id e n tif ie s  th e  sc a n s  I h a d  
p ro d u c e d  a n d  d is tin g u ish e s  b e tw e e n  
p ic tu re s  an d  text. T h is  is v e ry  im p o rta n t 
an d  m ak es  th e  c o n te n ts  o f th e  files it 
p ro d u ces  searchab le . T he im ag es w ere  
n ow  n o t ju s t  b itm aps , (a p ic tu re  m ad e  u p  
like a huge sh e e t o f g raph  p a p e r  w ith  
ev e ry  sq u a re  co lou red  in  a d iffe ren t co lou r
- y o u  on ly  have  to en large  one to see w h a t 
I m e a n  b y  th is), b u t th e  p a r t o f  th e  scan  
th a t looks like a le t te r  is n o w  ac tu a lly  
reco g n ised  as a le t te r  o f th e  a lp h ab e t and

n o t a se rie s  o f dots. T h is  p rog ram  n o t on ly  
does th is, b u t also sp lits  th e  im ages w h ere  
th e re  are tw o pages on  a sc a n n e d  im age, 
giv ing sep a ra te  pages, an d  also allow s m e 
to change th e  o rd e r if  re q u ire d  an d  ro ta te  
th e m  too. O f course, I h ad  to m ove th e  
scan  o f  th e  fro n t an d  b ack  cover in to  th e  
co rrec t order. T h ere  w as also one ed ition  
tha t, for som e u n k n o w n  reason , h ad  its 
pages p r in te d  in  th e  w rong  order. T h a t h as  
n o w  b e e n  co rrec ted . T he  p ro g ram  re fe rre d  
to, b u t th e  w ay  is ABBYY F ine  Reader, b u t 
th e re  are  o th e rs  on  th e  m ark e t.

H av ing  n ow  p ro cessed  all 94 n ew sle tte rs , 
p u t th e m  in  th e  co rrec t order, page b y  
page, an d  co n v e rted  th e m  in to  a co m p u te r  
read ab le  form at, I saved  each  com ple te  
n e w s le tte r  as an  in d iv id u a l PDF file, each  
in d iv id u a lly  search ab le  on  th e  co m p u te r  
u sin g  th e  “F ind  co m m an d  (C trl F)" from  
w ith in  th e  p rog ram  th a t w ill o p en  th e  file.

H ow ever, th is  still w asn 't th e  en d  re s u lt I 
w an ted  an d  I still d id n 't have  th e  facilities 
to sea rch  all n ew sle tte rs  94 a t once  for a 
re q u ire d  artic le  or, in d eed , a u th o r  o r w ord.

I also w an ted  th is  to b e  u s e r  friend ly , 
o th e rw ise  w ho w ou ld  k now  w h a t to do 
w ith  a d isk  co n ta in in g  n o th in g  m ore  th a n  
files w ith  title s  such  as 001.pdf, 002 .pdf 
a n d  so on.

N ext w as to c rea te  an  index  page th a t 
w ou ld  allow  y o u  to o p en  each  file on  an y  
w eb  v iew er su ch  as In te rn e t E xp lo rer o r 
G oogle C hrom e, (or Safari etc. for those  
w ho  p re fe r  an  A pple m ach in e ), an d  to do 
th is  I n e e d e d  to go in to  w eb design  m ode 
a n d  w rite  som e HTM L (H y p ertex t M arkup  
L anguage) files. T h is  a c tu a lly  is n 't  as 
d ifficu lt as it sounds, I u se  a p rog ram  
called  M icrosoft F rontpage, a lth o u g h  if  
y o u  k now  y o u r cod ing  yo u  could  do th is  in  
a p rog ram  as b asic  as N otepad .
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I th e m  h ad  a n o th e r  file b u rn t  on to  th e  d isk  
th a t co n ta in s  a m e n u  sy s tem  view able ju s t 
like a w ebsite, b u t w h ich  w ill ru n  from  th e  
disk, so is tran sp o rtab le  to a n y  com puter.

Now, I have  a lread y  said  th a t each  file is 
in d iv id u a lly  searchab le  u sin g  th e  “Find" 
com m and , an d  w e all k n o w  th a t yo u  can  
also sea rch  for th in g s  on  th e  w eb u sin g  a 
p ro g ram  like Google, b u t Google d o esn 't 
k n o w  th is  d isk  exists, an d  I w a n te d  all files 
to be  sea rch ed  a t once, d irec tly  from  th e  
d isk  an d  for a n y  w ord, ju s t  like Google.

I h av e  a n o th e r  p ro g ra m  ca lled  Zoom  
S earch  E ng ine  Indexer, w h ich  w ill look  at 
all th e  PDF an d  w eb files on  th e  disk, an d  
c rea te  its  ow n  S earch  E ng ine  from  th e  
data  n o w  co n ta in ed  w ith in  th o se  files. 
T hose  files are  also saved  to th e  d isk  and  
w ill ru n  it ju s t  like th e  Google search  
en g in e  so I w ro te  a little  m ore  HTM L into  
th e  m e n u  to p o in t to th a t sea rch  file.

H ere  I n e e d  to exp la in  in  m ore  deta il w h a t 
th is  s e a rc h  en g in e  a llow s y o u  to  do. 
S hould  you, for in s tance , w ish  to find  a 
specific  w ord  o r w ords, th is  sea rch  eng ine  
w ill te ll y o u  ev e ry  n e w s le tte r  in  w h ich  
th e y  ex ist an d  allow  y o u  to o p en  th a t 
new sle tte r . A lthough  quick, th a t 's  n o t as 
good as I re a lly  w ant, as y o u  w ou ld  th e n  
have  to do a seco n d a ry  search  u sin g  th e  
“Find" co m m an d  to find  w h e re  in  th a t file 
y o u r ch o sen  w ord  occurs. But, again  I 
h av e  th e  so lu tio n . A nd  a n o th e r  m a d  
m o m e n t, p ro b ab ly , as s u re ly  I h ave  
co m p le ted  th e  o rig inal task . Yes, b u t n o t to 
th e  s tan d a rd  I h ad  p lan n ed .

T he  n ex t stage m a y  seem  to som e like as 
i f  I w as going backw ards, b u t th is  w as 
n ecessa ry , u n fo rtu n a te ly , to enab le  m e to 
m ak e  th e  sea rch  re su lts  u s e r  friend ly . I 
u sed  a p rog ram  to sp lit each  n e w sle tte r  
in to  in d iv id u a l pages again  an d  save th e m  
as in d iv id u a l files, th is  tim e  n o t scan n ed

JPG  p ic tu re  files b u t as search ab le  PDF 
files.

T h e n  cam e th e  m a n u a l w o rk  I w as try in g  
to avoid a t th e  beg in n in g , I h ad  to id en tify  
each  artic le  b u t, lu ck ily  for m e, each  
e d itio n  o f  th e  n e w s le t te r  h a s  its  ow n 
“c o n te n ts"  page . M y o rig in a l m e n u  
id en tified  o n ly  each  e d itio n  b y  date  and  
o p en ed  th a t n e w s le tte r  w ith  a click  o f  th e  
m ouse, I chan g ed  those  lin k s to o p en  a 
su b -m en u  co n ta in in g  th e  co n te n ts  lis t o f 
all th e  a rtic le s  th a t ap p e a re d  in  each  
ed ition .
F rom  m y  n o w  sp lit files ju s t  saved, I 
co llec ted  on ly  those  pages for each  article, 
A gain, is w rit te n  o n  an d  k in d  o f stitch  
th e m  b ack  to g e th e r again  an d  save th a t as 
a n o th e r  file. T h u s  p ro d u c in g  an  in d iv id u a l 
file for each  artic le . AMMYY does th is  very  
w ell. T h is  se co n d a ry  m e n u  p o in ts  to each

Paul Skelton
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article, a llow ing y o u  to access ju s t  th a t and  
n o t th e  w ho le  new sle tte r . O f course, th e  
search  en g in e  w ill now  find  n o t o n ly  th e  
ed itio n  in  w h ich  th e  ch o sen  artic le  w as 
w ritten , as I still have  a file co n ta in in g  th e  
co m p le te  n e w s le tte r  as p rin ted , b u t also 
in d iv id u a l files  c o n ta in in g  o n ly  th a t  
artic le . T h is  m e th o d  also allow s m e to 
rem ove  all th e  ad v ertise m en ts , i f  th e y  
sp lit an  artic le  in  half.

S om e m a y  th in k  th a t  w o rk  is n o w  
co m p le te , b u t  I c a n  g u a ra n te e  th a t 
a lth o u g h  it h as  b e e n  done  w ith  u tm o s t 
care, th e re  w ill alw ays be  a few  errors, so 
th e  n ex t step  is to te s t th a t all th e  links 
w ork . I am  glad to say  that, a lth o u g h  th is  
could  b e  done  m an u a lly , w ith  th e  aid o f  a 
p rog ram  called  X enu  L ink S leu th  I am  able 
to ch eck  au to m atica lly  th a t ev e ry  link  
p o in ts  a t le a s t to an  artic le . W hat c a n 't be  
checked , though , is th a t th e y  all p o in t to 
an d  o p en  th e  co rrec t file. A lthough  th e

m e n u  from  th e  search  en g in e  is accurate , 
lin k s  from  m y  w eb b a sed  file m e n u  w ill 
have  to b e  ch ecked  m an u a lly , b u t I'll leave 
th a t to peo p le  using  th e  d isks an d  ask  
th e m  to re p o r t b ack  to m e an y  an o m alie s  
found.

So, th a t 's  all it  takes rea lly . Oh, and, if  I 
have  c rea ted  th e  d isk  co rrectly , add ing  
one  las t file, it sh o u ld  o p en  au tom atica lly  
w h e n  y o u  p u t th e  d isk  in to  y o u r  com puter, 
p re se n tin g  y o u  w ith  th e  m a in  m e n u  in  
y o u r ch o sen  in te rn e t brow ser.

M y m o m e n t o f  m a d n e ss  is now  com ple te
I reckon . It 's  now  over to th e  co m m ittee  to 
d ecide  w h e th e r  th e y  w a n t th e  e n tire  d isk 's 
co n te n ts  u p lo ad ed  to th e ir  w eb site  to be 
availab le  to th e  w orld , o r w h e th e r  th e y  
w ish  to p ro d u ce  d isks to b e  u sed  w ith o u t 
in te rn e t access for an y o n e  w ho  w ish es  to 
acqu ire  a copy. T h is  shou ld  w o rk  e ith e r  
w ay.

Dover Society Badges

Available at £2 each
Contact the editor at:

8 Cherry Tree Avenue 
Dover, CT16 2NL 
Tfel: 01304 213668 

Email: Alan.Lee1947@ntlworld.com

WEARING A BADGE ASSISTS IN OUR DRIVE FOR 

INCREASED MEMBERSHIP

Unit 6, Charlton Centre, High Street 
Dover CT16 ITT  
Tel: 01304 208491 

E-mail: doverknitandstitch@outlook.com  
Facebook: Dover Knit and Stitch

mailto:Alan.Lee1947@ntlworld.com
mailto:doverknitandstitch@outlook.com
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B & H Fireplaces
Suppliers o f traditional 

and cast stoves and fireplaces

- • M ' \.
W ith  firep la ces  a n d  stoves  

b e c o m in g  m o re  p o p u la r  in  th e  
UK o u r  fa m ily  b u s in e s s  is  h o p in g  

to  carry  a  ran ge to  su it  
We are HETAS reg istered  

in s ta lle r s  an d  d o  free  su rv ey s to  
s u it  y o u

V is it  o u r  sh o w ro o m  at 5 L o n d o n  
R oad,

D over CT17 0ST  
or c a ll to  arrange a  su rv ey  

01304 242444 or 07872 665497

PAINT & DECOR
Y o u r  Lo c a l  D e c o r a t in g  C e n t r e

Do v er  84-86 Lo n d o n  Ro a d  
01304 204460

DECOR DISCOUNT
Wa lm er 28 The Stra n d  

01304 374104
f o r  a l l  y o u r  d eco ra tin g  needs  

help a n d  advice w ith  a l l  y o u r  
d eco ra tin g  problem s 

1,000’s  o f  tin ted  c o lo u r s  in 
Ley lan d  a n d  Dulux  

100’s o f  Wa llp ap ers

D O V E R
Mo n  - Fri 7.30 - 4 Sa t  9 - 3

d e a l

Mo n  - Fri 7.30 - 5 Sa t  9 - 4

Maison Dieu Guest House 
Dover

89 Maison Dieu Road, Dover, CT161RU
Quality affordable Bed & Breakfast guest 

accommodation, located in Dover town centre -  
great for friends and family.

Single, Double, Twin & Family En-suites 
available with free parking & Wi-Fi.

Barry & Di French Tel: 01304 204033 
www.maisondieu.co.uk

The Pines Garden & St Margaret’s Museum 
Beach Road, St Margaret’s Bay 

Tel:01304 853173

Tea Room & Museum
Open Every Day All Year Round 

April - Sept 10.am - 4.30pm 
Oct - March 10am - 4pm

THE PINES P. G d
Pines Garden

Open all year daily 
10-00am - 5-°°pm

Dover Society 
Newsletter Binders

Available at £5.25 each
Contact the editor at:

8 Cherry Tree Avenue 
Dover, CT16 2NL 
Tel: 01304 213668 

Email: Alan.Lee1947@ntlworld.com

http://www.maisondieu.co.uk
mailto:Alan.Lee1947@ntlworld.com
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ESTABLISHED 1993

DOMESTIC & CONTRACT 
FLOORING

Please come in and browse 
or telephone for 

further information

62 London Road, Dover 
Kent CT17 0SP 

Tel: 01304 240071

mm 11 No 4 Bench Street
I WL Iff J  Dover, Kent CT161JH

* 1 1 ^  Tel: 01304 211110
|  |  www.ilrusticorestaurant.org.uk

Traditional Italian Restaurant 
And Pizzeria 

Take-Away Menu Available
Opening Hours 12 - 2pm and 6pm - 10pm

http://www.ilrusticorestaurant.org.uk
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ANOTHER DAD PROJECT

DISCOVER 21st CENTURY 
ART & ARCHITECTURE ALONG 
THE STRAIT OF DOVER

Contact Dover Arts Development via info@dadonline.eu or 078 55 83 26 38

mailto:info@dadonline.eu


Non-members are welcome a t all meetings except that only members m ay vote a t the Annual 
General Meeting. You m ay join on the night and vote at the meeting.

M onday 9 A 4-n ight stay in  York: The price includes; Coach travel from  Dover
to Friday 13 H alfboard  at the  Parsonage Hotel and Spa
Septem ber You will have a full day to explore the  ancient City of York at your leisure.
£395 pp A day excursion to Harrogate: This offers the  opportunity  to visit the  Royal

H orticultural Society G arden at Harlow  Carr (there  will be  an en trance fee for 
non-RHS m em bers). A day out w ith adm ission to the  fam ous Beam ish M useum  
O pen Air M useum, telling life in  the  North East in  the  1820’s, 1900’s and the 
1940’s. An outing to Barnsdale Gardens: This consists of 38 separate gardens 
created by  the  late Geoff H am ilton of G ardeners’ World fame. The services of a 
Tour M anager is included. This short b reak  is a shared tour w ith the  Silver 
Phoenix Travel Club.
A £100 su p p lem en t single occu p an cy  o f  a tw in /d o u b le  room  app lies
T  book or for fu rth er details contact: Rodney Stone Tfel: 01304 852838

21 October Speakers:
M onday 7.30 J e ff H owe “The Sun Fire Insurance and Archcliffe”

Chris Tbwnend (DDC Tourism  Strategy M anager)
“The D istrict Tourism Strategy”

18 Novem ber Speakers:
M onday 7.30 D oug B annister (CEO DHB) “Port of Dover U pdate”

Lynda Pearce (A ssistan t Curator Dover M useum ) “Local M em ories of WW2”

2 D ecem ber Dover Society  Christm as Lunch
Sunday 12.30 Our C hristm as L uncheon will take place in  the  Stone Hall of the  M aison Dieu,
for 1pm  the  historical Tbwn Hall.
£25.00 The price includes a th ree  course meal, coffee, m ints and a w elcom e drink  of

m ulled w ine or fruit punch. O ther drinks m ay be purchased at the  bar. 
Q uadlibet will be providing the m usical en te rta in m en t of course there  will be 
our end of year raffle.
A booking form  is available on the  centre page of this newsletter. More details
and a fu rth e r booking form  will be available in the  next new sletter or you can
contact Beverley. Please m ake sure you com plete the  booking form  w ith your 
choice of m enu  and welcom e drink.
To book: C om plete th e  en closed  form  and  retu rn  w ith  your p a y m en t, 
cheques m ade payable to “The Dover Society”, to: Beverley H all, 61 
Castle A venue Dover CT16 1EZ Tbl: 01304 202646

All indoor meetings are held at St. Mary's Parish Centre 
Non-members are welcome on all society outings.

For all outings and events please book as early as possible.
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