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^ The Objectives of  ̂
the Dover Society

founded in  1988.

• to promote high standards of 
planning and architecture

• to interest and inform the 
public in the geography, 
history, archeology, natural 
history and architecture of 
the area

• to secure the preservation, 
protection, development and 
improvement of features of 
historic or public interest

• and commitment to the belief 
that a good environment is
a good investment.

The area we cover comprises 
the parishes or wards of 
Barton, Buckland, Castle, 
Lydden, Temple Ewell,
Maxton, Pineham, Priory,
River, St. Radigund's, Town & 
Pier and Tower Hamlets.

All members receive three 
Newsletters a year and in each 
year the Committee organises 
about ten interesting events -  
talks, tours, visits, Members' 
Meetings and usually a 
Christmas Feast.

The Society gives Awards for 
improvements to the area, 
monitors planning proposals 
and supports, joins in or 
initiates civic projects and
arts events. arts events.

Editoria'
I hope  th a t all o f o u r m em b ers  are w ell and  as h ap p y  
as th e y  can  possib ly  be. No doub t y o u  are all looking 
forw ard  to an  easing  o f th e  re s tr ic tio n s  and  re tu rn in g  
to so m eth in g  re sem b lin g  n o rm ality .

O w ing  to th e  c u rre n t u n c e rta in ty  th e  AGM th is  y e a r 
w ill take p lace  on  th e  in te rn e t, v ia  Zoom . D etails are 
o n  th e  cen tre  pages o f th is  new sletter.

A lthough  th e  co m m ittee  have n o t b e e n  able to m e e t 
n o rm a lly  th ey , a n d  th e  sub  co m m itte e s , h ave  
m an ag ed  to co n tin u e  ru n n in g  th e  soc ie ty  b y  th e  use 
o f  em ails  an d  m ee tin g  via Zoom.

It w as v e ry  d isappo in ting  th a t th e  g en era l pub lic  
w ere  n o t a llow ed to a tte n d  th e  co m m em ora tion , o f 
th e  100th a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  re tu rn  o f th e  b o d y  o f th e  
U n k n o w n  W arrior, a t th e  c ru ise  te rm in a l. H ow ever 
o u r ch a irm an  D erek  L each  w as p e rm itte d  to lay  a 
w re a th  and  show  resp ec ts  on  b e h a lf  o f all ou r 
m em bers.

A  p iece  o f good new s am o n g st th e  gloom . T h e  cost to 
b e  a m e m b e r o f th e  socie ty  rem a in s  th e  sam e for th is 
com ing  year. T he  las t tim e  it w as in c reased  w as w ay  
b ack  in  1996. W hat fan tastic  value for m oney! T h is is 
due, in  no  sm all w ay, o f th e  ex p e rt h an d lin g  o f  ou r 
fin an ces b y  ou r treasu rer, M ike W eston.

T he  Ja n u a ry  m ee tin g  and  talk, h e ld  via Zoom, w ere  
reco rd ed  an d  th e n  show n  on  th e  in te rn e t. T h is  w as 
re s tr ic ted  to ju s t  24hrs ow ing to copy righ t fears. 
D eem ed  to be  a success, it w as ag reed  th a t th e  
Society  w ill ho ld  fu r th e r  m ee tin g s  on  Zoom  w hich  
w ill in c lu d e  th e  D over S ociety  A n n u a l G en era l 
M eeting . D etails are on  th e  cen tre  pages o f th is 
new sletter.

A la n  Lee, Editor
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COPYRIGHT
All p u b lish ed  m a te ria l co n ta in ed  w ith in  th is  p u b lica tio n  re m a in s  th e  copy righ t o f its 
au thors, a rtis ts  o r pho tographers.

No artic le  o r im age can  b e  rep ro d u ced  or u sed  w ith o u t th e  specific ow ners express 
p e rm iss ion .

T he ow ners  can  be  co n tac ted  b y  w ay  o f  th e  editor.
Tel: 01304 213668 Em ail: A lan.lee1947@ ntlw orld .com

DEADLINE for co n tr ib u tio n s
T he last date for th e  rece ip t o f copy for issue 101 w ill be W ednesday 2nd Ju n e  2021. 
T he E ditor w elcom es co n trib u tio n s  an d  in te re s tin g  d raw ings o r pho tographs.

'P ap er copy ' shou ld  be  ty p ed  at double spacing. H an d w ritten  copy shou ld  be  c lea r 
w ith  w ide line  spacing. C opy on  co m p u te r disc or b y  e-m ail is accep tab le . P ic tu res 
v ia e-m ail to be  su b m itted  in  JPEG  and  n o t im b ed d ed  in  th e  tex t o f th e  artic le  and  
m u s t be  in  as h igh  re su lu tio n  as possible. P lease ring  01304 213668 to d iscuss details.

Publication in  the Newsletter does no t im ply the Society's agreement w ith a n y  views 
expressed, nor does the Society accept responsibility fo r  a n y  statem ents made.

EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION TEAM
Editor: Mr A lan  Lee
P ro o f R eaders: Mr Tferry Sutton, A n n  B. Tbm alak an d  J oh n  M organ
A d v ertis in g  Secretary: Mrs J. Marsh
D istr ib u tio n  O rganiser: Mr J. Cope
E n v e lo p es  a n d  Labels: Mr J. C ope
A rea  D istribu tors: C. B lackburn, M. Burton, C. C ollings, J. Cope, S. Cope, 

J. Luckhurst, A. M ole, C. B ond, T. B ones, J. C otton  
J. M organ, M. M orris, D. Sm ith, J. W idgery, A. U pton  
C. Taylor, D. G asking, B. V augham  an d  D. Sutton

* * * * *

DOVER GREETERS
D over G ree te rs are  v o lu n tee rs  g ree ting  v isito rs to Dover. We love doing it an d  inv ite  
yo u  to com e an d  try  it  once!

Tel: 01304  206 4 5 8

mailto:Alan.lee1947@ntlworld.com
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The E vacuation  o f  D unkerque 1940
A talk by Jon Iveson -  Reported by Alan Lee

Monday 25th Jan u ary  2021 saw the first 
ev er v irtu a l D over Society w in te r  

general m eeting  w ith  som e 30 plus people 
p resen t. This was ru n  as an  experim en t w ith 
a single talk only. The m eeting  started  w ith 
in troductions by  Jen n y  Olpin and th en  our 
C hairm an, D erek Leach.

Jo n  Iveson began by  describing som e of the 
events leading up  to the evacuation and  how 
the G erm an attack in  the w est bu ilt up  from 
the m iddle of May. He then  in troduced  the 
au d ien ce  to a n u m b e r o f th e  m ain  
protagonists:

T he G erm an G eneral H einz W ilhelm  
G uderian (1888-1954). A G erm an veteran  of 
WWI, he  p layed  a k ey  ro le in  th e  
developm ent o f G erm any's arm oured  forces 
panzer division concept and  was an early 
advocate of the doctrine o f “Blitzkrieg".

Vice Admiral Jean-M arie Charles Abrial 
(1879-1962). A French veteran  of WWI he 
w orked closely w ith  the British at D unkerque 
and  was one of the last to leave. He re tu rned  
to France and was in  Cherbourg w hen  the 
po rt su rrendered  to the G erm ans. He served 
in  the F rench V ichy G overnm ent and  was 
ap p o in ted  as th e  N aval M in iste r and  
C o m m an d er o f N aval Forces. O n th e  
downfall o f the V ichy regim e he  was charged 
w ith  collaboration, found guilty and  lost his 
pension. The H aute Cour de Justice upon 
being re-instated th en  sen tenced  h im  to 10 
years  forced labour. In  1947 he  w as 
p rov isionally  re le a sed  and  in  1954 w as 
gran ted  am nesty.

Vice Adm iral Sir B ertram  H om e Ramsay 
(1883-1945). W ith the outbreak o f WWII the 
D over co m m an d  w as re-activated . By 
O ctober it was in d ep en d en t and Ramsay

given com m and. This British officer w as best 
know n for his role in  p lann ing  the successful 
evacua tion  o f D unkerque, “O pera tion  
Dynamo". The official o rder to begin was 
issued at 18.57 on Sunday 26th May, bu t 
som e ships w ere already in  operation  before 
this. In  the  m ain  this was controlled from  the 
D ynam o room  b e n e a th  D over Castle. 
R am say left D over in  1942 a fte r  be ing  
appointed  flag officer, expeditionary force 
w ork ing  w ith  G enera l E isenhow er. T he 
follow ing year, ap p o in ted  a llied  naval 
com m ander, expeditionary force (ANCXF), 
he began p lanning  the invasion of Europe, 
“O peration Overlord". On 2nd Jan u ary  1945 
he w as killed in  a p lane crash.

Jo n  w en t on to describe  th e  C anadian  
involvem ent in  the evacuation of D unkerque 
and  m an y  o f the o ther heroes w ho took part 
in the action, bo th  on the beach  and  on the 
“East Mole". T hree routes from  D over to 
D unkerque existed, X was 55 miles, Y 87 
m iles and  Z 39 m iles -  across to Calais th en  
parallel along the coast, la te r deem ed  too 
dangerous w h en  th e  G erm ans cap tu red  
Calais. He detailed the involvem ent o f the 
RAF the RN, M erchant Navy and the fam ous 
“Little Ships".

T he RAF flew  2,739 fighter sorties, 651 
bom bing raids and  171 reconnaissance flights 
and  sustained heavy losses in  bo th  m en  and 
m achines. D uring the sea operation  a great 
n u m b er o f m en  w ere lost and  m an y  ships 
su n k  or bad ly  dam aged . O w ing to th e  
extrem e n u m b er o f vessels taking p art m any  
collisions occurred, m ain ly  at night. T he TSS 
Isle o f T hane t, a cross ch an n e l ferry  
operating as a hospital carrier, w hen  off
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D over and  heading for N ew haven, ram m ed  
the D over G uard Ship, w hich sunk  w ith  the 
loss o f all 13 hands of the RN. The M edway 
Q ueen, a T ham es estuary  ferry used  as a 
m inesw eeper in  WWII, m ade som e seven 
crossings and rescued  about 7,000 m en. It 
has b e e n  re s to red  and  is b e r th e d  at 
G illingham  Pier.

D over H arbour w as a scene o f chaos, w ith, at 
the height o f the operation, som e 60 vessels 
u n load ing  m e n  a t any  one tim e. Jon  
illu s tra ted  th is w ith  a n u m b e r of 
photographs, one show ed th e  A dm iralty Pier 
crow ded w ith  British and  French soldiers, 
G endarm es and  foreign civilians, including 
w om en and  children, all d isem barking from 
ships.

M ost sh ips re tu rn in g  from  D unkerque  
show ed a great deal o f damage. T he m en, 
including the w ounded, they  b rought back 
w ere hungry  and  tired, w ith  th e ir d irty  faces

show ing a great deal o f strain. But all w ere 
glad to be back  in  England. As soon as they  
had  b een  landed, the w ounded  m en  w ere 
taken  to local hospitals and  over 100 w ho had  
died on the retu rn ing  ships w ere taken to the 
tow n's m ortuary . W ith over 180,000 m en  
landed  at Dover, hundreds o f East Kent buses 
took m en  to destinations in  Kent. T here w ere 
also over 300 evacuation  tra ins u sed  to 
transport m en  towards London and  fu rther 
afield. Along w ith  these special trains, the 
railw ay m anaged  to keep all o f its norm al 
services running . T he WVS had  a great m any  
volunteers help ing to feed people in and 
around  the harbou r and  station areas

On the com pletion  o f the talk  Jen n y  took 
control o f the audience's questions, w ith  Jon  
supp ly ing  th e  answ ers. O ur C hairm an , 
Derek, thanked  Jo n  for his talk  and  for 
agreeing  to carry  ou t th is experim en ta l 
m eeting  and  be  the path finder for future 
v irtual m eetings.

D & L Wondercrafts
OriginaC H an d  Crofted Items

By
Denise a n d  Lynn  

We stock a wide range o f K nitted  and  Crocheted Items - A d  Handmade

For Baby
Headbands £1.50 Bootees & Mittens £2 Beanie Hats £3 

Dungarees, Matinee Tops with Nappy Pants, Cardigans, Jumpers, Waistcoats, Jackets and Dresses 
Many sizes and colours prices from £8

We also stock
Knitted Keyrings £1 Boxed sets of 5 Cotton Face Cloths Scarves from £5 Cot and Buggy Blankets from £6

Unique and Unusual Framed Hand Crafted Diamond Pictures by Denise 
&

Cuddly Soft Toys, Jewellery, Perfume, Adult Clothes and Handbags 
All at reasonable prices

I Stembrook Lane j
L  Shopping Arcade i • J

In the Co-Innovation (old Co-op) building, Stembrook

Contact 
Tel: 01304 213668 

Denise: denise.lee@ntlworld.com Mob: 07757 483501 
Lynn: lyn.lee@ntlworld.com Mob: 07787 909919

mailto:denise.lee@ntlworld.com
mailto:lyn.lee@ntlworld.com
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On line booking “same day crown"
available service available

Dover Priory Dental
EST 1928

Respectful, honest and caring dentistry from a long established 
private practice with the best of modern dental advances

One of the few dental practices offering a unique state of the art 
digital system enabling computer assisted pain free local

anaesthesia
Ages 0 -  100 years (and more) and "Not at all anxious" 
to "Been dreading this for years" absolutely welcome

BDA
British Dental Association

Dr Dorothy Riley and her team  look forward to welcom ing you! 
www.doverpriorydental.com

3 Priory Road, Dover, CT17 9RQ  
Tel: 01304 206558

http://www.doverpriorydental.com
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS Sheila Cope

SUBSCRIPTIONS A RE NOW D U E ( i f  y o u  d o  n o t  p ay  b y  S tan d in g  O rder)
£10 jo in t for tw o m em b ers  at th e  sam e address, £6 single m em b ersh ip .

M em bersh ip  sub scrip tio n s can  b e  p a id  b y  b a n k  tra n sfe r (BACS) or b y  stan d in g  order. 
T he deta ils are; T he D over Society, acco u n t no. 80864803,

B arclays B ank Ltd Dover, so rt code 20-02-62.

You can  also p ay  b y  cheque, payab le  to T he D over Society. C heques shou ld  b e  se n t to 
T he D over Society, c /o  M rs S Cope, 53 P ark  A venue, Dover, Kent, CT16 1HD. 

P lease inc lude  th e  nam e[s] to be  ren ew ed . If  y o u  req u ire  a re ce ip t th e n  w e w ould  
app rec ia te  it if  yo u  inc lude  a s tam p ed  add ressed  envelope .

T h a n k s  to  o u r  w eb  page a n d  
in tro d u c tio n s  from  existing  m em bers, 

o u r n u m b e rs  co n tin u e  to grow, a lthough  
w e have y e t to re ach  th e  m agic  500 desired  
b y  o u r C h a irm an . We n u m b e r  476 at 
p re s e n t an d  alw ays w elcom e those  w ho 
a re  in te re s te d  in  D o v er a n d  w ish  to 
su p p o rt us.

O u r m a in  links w ith  each  o th e r are ou r 
th r ic e -y e a r ly  N e w sle tte rs  w h ic h  m o s t 
p eo p le  en jo y  read in g  in  b o o k le t form . 
T im es are chang ing  h o w ever and  som e 
m e m b e rs  n o w  w ish  to  re c e iv e  th e  
N ew sle tte r on line. P lease le t u s  k now  if  
yo u  w ou ld  p re fe r  th is  fo rm at w h e n  you  
re n e w  y o u r su b scrip tio n  o r b y  em ailing  
je rem y co p e@ w ille rs ley .p lu s .co m . We have 
no  in te n tio n  o f  ab andon ing  o u r m u c h 
loved p a p e r  bo o k le t b u t n ew  m em b ers  w ill 
be  g iven  th e  choice.

U n fo r tu n a te ly  la s t y e a r 's  AGM w as 
can ce lled  an d  w e w ere  un ab le  to s tan d  as a 
m a rk  o f re sp ec t for m em b ers  w ho had  
died. T h is m a y  h a p p e n  again  an d  so it is all 
th e  m ore  im p o rta n t to list h e re  all those  
w hom  w e have re c e n tly  lost an d  to w hose 
fam ilie s  a n d  fr ie n d s  w e se n d  o u r 
co ndo lences: M r Pat C unn ingham , M r

J o h n  Kemp, M r J im  Francis, M r A lan 
Lewer, M r M ichael A nderson , M rs Sheila 
Pople, M r E rn ie  Spratling , M r W illiam  
M cC alden, M rs Carole C hurch , M r B rian 
Mills, M r Roy E vans. M iss M ay Jones, M r 
B rian S im m ons, D r M ichael H in ton , M rs 
M argare t Sharp, M r E rn ie  W h ee le r an d  M r 
Clive Batcheldor.

We have w elcom ed  as n e w  or re tu rn in g  
m em bers:- D r B rian Philp, M r Ian  Sm ith, 
M r C h ris to p h e r  C ook, M s I le a n a  
F e rn a n d e s , M rs A liso n  C h ris tie , M r 
M arcelo  W arm ling, M r C h ris to p h er B urton, 
M s Sue T im m ins, Ms C arol D uffield, M r 
D an  C odrea, M s A lison Barker, M r G raham  
& M rs J ill T utth ill an d  M rs A B urnett.

D ear Members
This is to m ake yo u  aware th a t yo u  m ay  
receive a  digital copy o f  the newsletter 
rather than the p a p e r  copy. The layou t 
o f  both editions are identical.
I f  you  w ould  prefer this to th e  p a p e r  
version do p lease contact Jeremy Cope, 
contact details are inside the fron t cover, 
who will p u t  the m atter in  hand.

mailto:jeremycope@willersley.plus.com


8

One Honorary Freeman Down
A long and full life

------------------------------ Peter Sherred -------------------------------

On  the 22nd O ctober 2020 
D over lost one o f its 

d is tinguished citizens w hen  
th e  Revd M ichael G eorge 
H inton, H onorary  F reem an 
of the town, died. H e was in 
m an y  w ays a com m anding  as 
w ell as a m uch  respected  and 
adm ired  local inhab itan t and 
his life o f som e 93 years was 
hallm arked  b y  the m any  and  
varied  roles th a t he p layed in 
the com m unity  o f D over and 
elsew here. H e was, arguably, 
best know n in  D over for his 
C hristian w ork as w ell as for being a form er 
H ead of the D over G ram m ar School for Boys 
w here he  served for eight years. In recen t 
years he m oved from  his flat in  The G atew ay 
to a clergy re tirem en t and  care hom e, St 
Barnabas, in  Lingfield, Surrey, w here he died 
peacefully  after a b rie f  spell in  hospital. He 
had  hoped  he w ould re tu rn  to D over for his 
fu n era l serv ice  b u t b ecau se  o f th e  
C oronavirus pandem ic  restrictions a service 
in  thanksgiving for his life and  m in is try  was 
held  at th e  Kent and  Sussex C rem atorium  
Royal Tunbridge Wells on T hursday  29th 
O ctober a ttended  by  four o f his five children 
together w ith  th e ir  fam ily m em bers.

Known to m an y  people sim ply as Michael, 
he was bo rn  in  Bristol on 25th M ay 1927, the 
e lder o f two brothers. His father, George, was 
a schoolm aster, his m other, M innie, a nurse. 
M innie died in  1940 w h en  M ichael was ju s t 
aged 13, b u t he w as fo rtunate in  th a t his 
fa ther was able to secure the services of a 
devoted housekeeper -  Mrs Louisa Sutton -  
w ho cared for the fam ily for m an y  years. 
M ichael a ttended  Bristol G ram m ar School 
w here he  w as so happy  th a t the shape of his

fu ture life as a teacher was 
decided. D ue to his young 
age th e  d isruptions o f the 
Second World War affected 
h im  only m arginally, and  in 
1945 he w en t up  to M erton 
College O xford w ith  a 
p o stm aste rsh ip  (academ ic  
award) and  a local authority  
scholarship . At M erton he 
read  h istory  and  continued  
h is in v o lv em en t w ith  th e  
Scout M ovem ent w hich  had 
begun  in  1935 and  was one of 
the ch ie f strands of his life 

from  th en  to his seventies. W hile at M erton 
he m e t and  fell in  love w ith  Jean  Lee w ho he 
m arried  in  1950. It w as a m arriage th a t was 
to last for 59 years and  they  w ere devoted to 
each o ther throughout.

T here  followed, in  M ichael's ow n words, 
“four h ap p y  if  poverty-stricken years" in  
Reading, du ring  w hich  tim e  M ichael and 
Jean 's  first child, C hristopher, w as born . 
Also during his period  in  R eading M ichael 
w rote his first book A History o f the Town o f 
Reading. In  1953 he w as appo in ted  H ead  of 
H isto ry  a t L ancaster Royal G ram m ar School 
and  during his tim e there  his and  Jean 's  
second and  th ird  children, D avid and  Mary, 
w ere born . M ichael also com pleted  a Ph.D. 
he  h ad  b e g u n  in  R eading  en title d  The  
General Elections o f 1806-1807. A bout this 
qualification  M ichael w as to w rite, “T here 
was a time, now  past, w h en  I knew  m ore 
about the G enera l E lections of 1806 and 
1807 th an  anyone else in  the world". To 
augm en t the fam ily incom e he  becam e an 
exam iner, and  la te r a ch ie f exam iner, in  
history. T he am o u n t o f tim e his out-of
school activities took th rew  even  g rea ter

_____ _______ I
Revd M ichae l H inton (1927-2020)
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responsibilities upon  Jean, w ho bore them  
heroically.

In  1960 M ichael w as appoin ted  H ead of 
D over G ram m ar School for Boys. T he eight 
years w hich  followed w ere so happy  for both  
M ichael and  Jean  th a t it becam e a natu ral 
decision la te r in  life to re tu rn  to the area. A 
fourth child and  second daughter, Sally, was 
bo rn  during th is tim e. M ichael com bined his 
H eadship w ith  exam ining and  w ith  being a 
D istrict Scout Com m issioner. H e also served 
as a Lay R eader at St P eter & St Paul Church, 
M innis Lane, River, an d  beg an  a long 
associa tion  w ith  th e  S tu d en t C hris tian  
M ovem ent in  Schools, la te r to becom e the 
Christian Education M ovem ent. He w rote a 
booklet titled  Ethics and  this was w idely 
used  in  school sixth forms.

In 1968 it was suggested to M ichael th a t he 
should apply for th e  H eadship of Sevenoaks 
School. H e did so and  w as duly appointed. 
Sadly, it quickly becam e apparen t th a t the 
m ove had  b een  an inappropria te  one. For 
M ichael and  Jean  the only brigh t spot o f the 
fam ily's two years at Sevenoaks was the b irth  
of th e ir fifth child, Geoffrey. It should be 
added at th is po in t th a t M ichael had  by  this 
tim e already b een  converted  to the principle 
of com prehensive education, so he w as glad 
to m ove to W eston-super-M are in  1971 to 
take on the task o f com bining th ree  schools 
to becom e a single com prehensive. M ichael 
em barked on a rapid  learn ing  curve w hich 
transform ed his views about education  and 
life and  w hich  w as to prove to be  an 
excellent p repara tion  for h is subsequen t 
church  m inistry . Life at Broadoak School 
was constantly  challenging, b u t there  w ere 
m ajor com pensations in  a flourishing fam ily 
life, happy  years at St Paul's church, and  ten  
years ' experience of dinghy sailing. M ichael 
w ro te  h is second  book, Comprehensive 
Schools: a Christian's View  and  was for som e 
years C hairm an of the C hristian Education 
M ovem ent.

From  ch ildhood  M ichael h ad  b e e n  a 
C hristian and  had  b een  a Lay R eader for the 
w hole of his adu lt life to this point, b u t it was 
no t un til 1980 th a t Jean  finally indulged his 
h an k erin g s a fte r  o rd ina tion  to the  
priesthood. From  1981 he  tra ined  for the 
priesthood in Salisbury and  enjoyed it so 
m uch  th a t he  secured early  re tire m en t in 
1984 in  order to pu rsue  a non-stipendiary, 
unpaid  and  self-supporting, m in istry  full
tim e. H e w as ordained in  Wells Cathedral. 
The th en  Bishop o f D over enabled  th e  fam ily 
to re tu rn  to K ent w hen  he offered M ichael 
the parishes of Shepherdsw ell and  Coldred 
w ith in  a new  benefice w hich also included  
E ythorne and  Barfreston. T he ten  years at 
Shepherdswell, from  1985 to 1995, w ere 
incred ib ly  h ap p y  and  fulfilling b o th  for 
M ichael and  for Jean  and, in his view, w ere 
perhaps the best years o f th e ir  lives. These 
years w ere also th e  tim e during  w hich  
M ichael and  Jean  w elcom ed the arrival o f 
g randchildren  and  it w as during th is period 
M ichael w rote his m ost substantial book, The  
A nglican Parochial Clergy: a Celebration, 
published in  hard  cover by  SCM Press. A 
distinguished rev iew er of the book, Dr Paul 
Avis, com m ented, “This book is a treasu ry  of 
pasto ra l w isdom  and  experience . It 
en sh r in e s  th e  e ssence  o f h is to ric  
Anglicanism".

M ichae l and Jean H inton
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In 1995 M ichael fulfilled an  am bition  he had 
held  since 1960; he and  Jean  retired  to The 
G atew ay flats in  Dover. Flat n u m b er 212 was 
on the very  top floor o f the b lock of flats and 
offered  a co m m an d in g  view  along th e  
seafront tow ards the Clocktower. M ichael 
w as hosp italised  at th e  W illiam  H arvey  
H ospital in  Ashford and  un d erw en t m ajor 
surgery, m aking  a w onderful recovery  and 
earn ing  h im se lf the nam e of Lazarus w ith in  
the family! O nce the m ajo r surgery  w as out 
o f the way, the first years o f re tirem en t w ere 
very  happy  ones for bo th  M ichael and  Jean, 
w ith  m ore tim e to spend  together than  ever 
before and  w ith  the con tinued  opportun ity  
for M ichael to serve the C hurch in  a variety  
o f ways. M ichael played a p art in  the life of 
St M ary's Church, C annon Street, w hich 
form ed his hom e parish  and  he w as m uch  
respected  b y  all w ho knew  him  there. He 
cha ired  th e  E cum en ica l G roup w hich  
en su red  th a t the  sp iritua l d im ension  to 
Dover's celebration of the M illennium  was 
n o t lacking. H e edited the Dover Christian 
Chronicle and  beg an  to w rite  a w eek ly  
colum n in  th e  Dover Express, w hich  he 
c o n tin u ed  even  a fte r h is m ove to St 
Barnabas in  Lingfield. He was Secretary of 
D over C hristian Aid C om m ittee and  taught 
English to im m igrants. H e jo ined  the Labour 
party  and  p layed a sm all p a rt in  its local 
activities.

Priests n ev e r fully re tire  and  so M ichael led 
w orship in  m ost o f the local churches from 
tim e to tim e and  con tinued  his service to the 
Cursillo M ovem ent, w hich had  enorm ously  
e n rich ed  h is ow n sp iritu a l life. T his 
m ovem en t o f the C hurch provides a m ethod  
by  w hich  C hristians are em pow ered  to grow 
through  prayer, study and  action and  so 
enabled  to share God's love w ith  everyone.

M ichael's last m ajor literary  effort was a 
considerab le  ach ievem en t, b e in g  an 
abridgem ent o f the Bible. The 100-Minute 
Bible w as published in  2005 and  becam e an

astonishing and  unexpected  success, bo th  in 
th is coun try  and  abroad. This publication 
w as designed to bridge th e  gap th a t existed, 
as m an y  ow ned a Bible b u t few had  read  it 
from  beg inn ing  to end. Its ab ridgem en t 
m ean t th a t M ichael's publication  w as pocket 
sized and  easily portable. It w as thought tha t 
m ost people w ould be able to read  it in 100 
m in u tes , m ak ing  it a very  accessib le 
publication  and  one th a t could be read  
during rail or a irp lane journeys, le t alone in 
the com fort o f peoples' hom es. Its real value, 
however, lay in  M ichael's am azing ability to 
reduce th e  essen tia l e lem en ts o f the Bible 
itse lf to universal language, a skill given to 
few  people.

Jean 's  health  becam e uncerta in  and  from 
early  2004 w as poor. Looking a fter h e r  
becam e a prio rity  for Michael, w ho felt 
privileged to be able to repay  in  a sm all w ay 
the debt he  ow ed Jean  for m ore th an  fifty 
years o f looking after him . Jean  died in  2009. 
M ichael's own health  gradually declined and 
he  had  to lim it his activities accordingly but, 
becau se  o f w onderfu l su p p o rt from  his 
fam ily and  his C hristian friends, he  was still 
able to lead  a full and  happy  life.

T he loss o f an  eye in  a childhood accident 
m e a n t th a t M ichael w as exem pt from  
m ilitary  service. M ichael a ttribu ted  to this 
and, in  h is ow n w ords, h is  “gangling 
physique" the fact th a t he  was hopeless at 
ball gam es. Yet this fact did no t p reven t h im  
from  adoring  rugby  football, w h ich  he 
played, th en  refereed, and  finally w atched, 
avidly. H e row ed at Oxford, and  thereafter 
tra ined  schoolboy oarsm en. H e en joyed the 
th e a tre  and  th e  c in em a  an d  w as an 
en thusiastic , if  u n in s tru c ted , lis te n e r  to 
classical m usic. However, his ch ie f leisure 
in te rest was, always reading, bo th  serious 
and  frivolous. H e loved history, theology, 
Bible study and  philosophy. In  a different 
vein  he also loved thrillers, w hich  he read  in 
vast and, in  his view, excessive num bers.
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M ichael, desp ite  h is busyness, alw ays 
seem ed  to have tim e for o ther people. He 
was a leading light in  the m ovem en t to 
enable D over to becom e a Fair Trade Town 
and  was the oldest vo lun teer associated w ith 
D over Food Bank. O n a personal level, he 
proved to be  an excellent m en to r and  guide 
to m e personally  as I tra ined  for ordination 
and  he  a ttended  the ordination service in  
C anterbury  C athedral in 2000. His support 
and  advice w as invaluable. I w as delighted 
w hen , w ith o u t h is know ledge, m y  
reco m m en d a tio n  th a t h is n a m e  be 
co nsidered  to be  added  to th e  ro ll o f 
H onorary  F reem en  was accepted  by  Dover 
Town C ouncillo rs an d  I w as equally  
delighted to be inv ited  by  h im  to be his guest 
at th e  M ayor M aking at w h ich  he was 
accorded th e  ho n o u r o f H onorary  F reem an 
in  D over Town H all on 28th M ay 2018.

Looking back  in  la te r years, M ichael felt th a t 
he had  had  an exceptionally happy  and  
fulfilling life. He had  found teaching to be 
rew arding and  m in is try  even  m ore so. He 
was proud  o f all m em bers o f his family, his 
children  and  grandchildren, b u t undeniab ly  
he  w as especia lly  p ro u d  o f Je a n  and  
understood  he  had  b een  incredibly fortunate 
in  his choice o f wife. In  m em ory  of Jean, 
M ichael com m issioned a un iquely  beautifu l 
carved w ooden statue o f the Virgin M ary 
holding the C hrist Child w hich  he p resen ted  
to St M ary's C hurch and  w hich  occupies a 
place in  its Lady Chapel. Above all it was 
M ichael's faith th a t had  stood h im  in good 
stead and  he rem ained  deeply  grateful to the 
countless souls w ho had  assisted h im  on his 
spiritual jou rney . M ichael said th a t his life 
had  taught h im  the e lem en tary  b u t profound 
lesson th a t w h a t really  m atters is love; 
“w h en  o ther things have b een  taken  away, 
n o th in g  is rea lly  lost so long as love 
remains".

M ichael and  I shared sim ilar jou rneys in  life 
-  w e w ere bo th  m em bers o f professions, he

in teaching, I in  th e  law. We bo th  exercised 
m in istries as Lay Readers in  the church  and 
we bo th  w ere ordained as self-supporting 
A nglican priests. As he  becam e enfeebled, it 
was m y  privilege to act as his personal taxi 
service to ecum enical gatherings o f local 
clergy. He was faithful in  his a ttendance  at 
such gatherings and  his views and  opinions 
w ere  m u ch  ap p rec ia ted  across 
d en o m in a tio n a l b a rr ie rs . H aving  b een  
p resen t at his 90th b irthday  celebrations, it 
was an ho n o u r and  privilege to be  asked by  
his fam ily to officiate at his funeral service in 
Royal Tunbridge Wells w here, although no 
singing was perm itted , w e w ere able to listen 
to th ree  hym ns M ichael had  chosen for his 
funeral service:- “A nd can it be" as we 
en te red  the chapel, “Lord o f the Dance" 
during th e  service and  “T hine be the glory" 
to e n d  th e  service. H is d au g h te r Sally 
S im m onds read  a Scripture extract from  1 
John  4:7-12, chosen by  Michael, and  w hich 
contained  the  w ords “My dear people, le t us 
love one ano ther for love com es from  God", 
w hile grandson T hom as H in ton  read  from  
The 100 M inute Bible the even t o f the raising 
o f Lazarus. Sadly, his daugh ter M ary was 
unable to be p resen t as she was h erse lf 
com ing  to th e  en d  o f h e r  life, hav ing  
te rm ina l cancer and, in fact, she died a w eek 
or so after M ichael's funeral. It is hoped  tha t 
at som e stage in  the future, circum stances 
perm itting, a service of in te rm en t o f ashes 
a n d /o r  a m em orial service w ill be held  in 
D over o r Shepherdswell.

H eadteacher, Author, Lay Reader, Priest, 
D istrict Scout Comm issioner, C hristian Aid 
prom oter, p ioneer o f Fair Trade for D over 
Town, Food Bank volunteer, Editor o f Dover 
C hristian Chronicle, w eek ly  C hris tian  
com m enta to r in  the  Dover Express, husband, 
father, grandfather - ju s t som e o f the roles 
carried  by  our departed  H onorary  Freem an. 
It w as a long and  full life and  a p leasure and 
a privilege for those of us w ho knew  h im  as 
a dear friend.
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Ou r  te am  co n tin u e  to m e e t v ir tu a lly  as 
w e drift in to  2021, try in g  to k eep  pace 

w ith  w h a t is h ap p en in g  in  o u r tow n. N ot 
b e in g  'o u t an d  abou t' looking  a t issu es o f 
litter, o r m aybe  an  anti-social p rob lem , has 
m e a n t th a t w e are  cha llenged  to seek  
a lte rn a tiv e  m e th o d s  o f m ee tin g  ou r rem it. 
For those  w ho  have m an ag ed  to v en tu re  
in to  tow n  it h as  b e e n  v e ry  d is tressing  to 
see  th e  to w n  so d e so la te  an d  q u ie t. 
H owever, it h as  c e rta in ly  b e e n  in te re s tin g  
to see so m a n y  o f o u r re s tau ran ts , cafes 
and  'pop u p s ' re -in v en tin g  th em se lv e s  and  
p rov id ing  take-aw ay food an d  drinks. We 
s in c e re ly  h o p e  th a t  th e y  su rv iv e  th e  
Lockdow n.

O u r focus, as I m en tio n e d  p rev iously , has 
b e e n  m o n ito rin g  th e  ro le o f th e  foodbanks 
an d  h o m e le s s  p ro v is io n , e sp e c ia lly  as 
peop le  are losing em p lo y m en t, o r are once 
again  fu rloughed  and  th e  w in te r  h as tak en  
hold. We have b e e n  p leased  to see th a t T he 
P an try  in  th e  C harlton  C en tre  h as  b e e n  
o p en ed  for peo p le  to p u rch ase  good food at 
low  prices. T he S unrise  Cafe is due to open  
in  A pril in  the  O u treach  C en tre  (once th e  
Seafarers M ission) for those  w ho are on  th e  
s tree ts  an d  n e e d  food an d  su s ten an ce . It is 
p leas in g  to see h ow  ou r co m m u n ity  is 
w ork ing  h a rd  for th e  w ell-being o f  our 
m o s t vu lnerab le , a lthough  I am  sure th e re  
is m u ch  m ore  w e m a y  n e e d  to do as th e  
p an d em ic  con tinues.

We are all tasked  w ith  'stay ing  local' and  
ou r exercise, w rap p ed  in  coats, to p p ed  w ith  
w o o lly  h a ts , an d  u n fo r tu n a te ly , in  
w elling ton  boo ts to h e lp  u s w ade th rough  
th e  m ud, is e ith e r  in  o u r lovely  local R ights 
o f Way and  bye-w ays or on  th e  rea lly  
p le a sa n t sea  fron t o r th e  fabu lous abbey. If  
th e re  are  an y  p ro b lem s a p p a re n t w ith  th e  
R ights o f Way th e n  do co n tac t K ent C oun ty

C ouncil o n lin e  to re p o r t it, as th e y  are very  
re sponsive  once aw are o f an  issue. T he 
R efu rb ish m en t te am  h as n ow  b e e n  jo ined , 
in  its  v irtu a l w orld, b y  Cllr Pam  Brivio 
w h o m  w e w elcom e b ack  an d  w ho  w ill be  a 
g rea t asset. H e r D over Walkers A re Welcome 
'h a t' is o f p a rticu la r value at th is  tim e  as w e 
look  to develop  an d  am algam ate  som e of 
o u r local w alk ing  rou tes.

We are aw are th a t desp ite  less footfall th e re  
a re  still l i t te r  d ep o sits  th ro u g h o u t th e  
tow n, a lthough  it is tru e  to say  th a t w ith o u t 
th e  schools b e in g  o p en  th e re  is a visible 
red u c tio n  in  ce rta in  areas. R efu rb ish m en t 
a re  aw are o f  th ese  'h o t spo ts ' and  th a t th e y  
n e e d  to be  m ore  pro-active in  p rev en tin g  
th e s e  l i t te r  d ep o sits . A n y  id e a s  are  
w elcom e!

In  Ja n u a ry  w e w ere  able to v irtu a lly  m e e t 
w ith  o u r n e w  K ent Police, C h ief In sp ec to r 
for Dover, D an  Carter. H e is p a rticu la rly  
e n th u s ia s tic  ab o u t c o m m u n ity  p o lic ing  
a n d  h as in h e r ite d  strong  links w ith  the  
D over D istric t C ouncil Safety  U n it and  is 
k e e n  on  develop ing  po lic ing  team s. T h ere  
have  b e e n  low  level a lcohol issues, due  to 
th e  pub lic  h o u ses  b e in g  closed, b u t th e re  
h as  b e e n  an  in c rease  in  d om estic  and  child  
p ro tec tio n  issues. K ent Police co n tin u e  to 
be  successfu l b u t v ig ilan t w ith  re sp ec t to 
co u n ty  lines  and  d rug  issues.

O nce again, I w ill u rge  you, d ea r m em bers, 
to c o n s id e r  jo in in g  o u r  R e fu rb ish m en t 
Team. O ur re m it is w ide b u t com m itted  to 
th e  fab ric  a n d  w ell-b e in g  o f  o u r 
developing, chang ing  an d  d iverse tow n  of 
Dover. Do co n tac t m e  shou ld  yo u  w an t to 
know  m ore  a n d /o r  w ish  to jo in  o u r c u rre n t 
'v ir tua l' w orld.
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Deborah Gasking

Som e w o n d erfu l new s: Iona  D ub ien ic  o f 
W hite Cliffs P a rtn e rsh ip  h as b e e n  a 
b u sy  b ee  w ork ing  w ith  T he W ild Trout 

Trust, a co n serva tion  ch a rity  w ork ing  to 
m ake  a b e tte r  w orld  for o u r rivers, lakes 
an d  th e ir  w ildlife, in c lu d in g  o u r native 
trou t. F lo u rish in g  w ild  tro u t p o p u la tio n s  
are a sign o f th e  h e a lth  o f  o u r w ate rw ays 
an d  th e  lan d  a ro u n d  th em . T he  T rust offer 
p ra c tic a l adv ice  a n d  h a n d s -o n  h a b ita t 
im p ro v em en t p ro jects. T h e ir  T rout in  the 
Town project, assessed  O ur F in e s t D our's 
levels o f a ch ie v em en t an d  ac tiv ity  as a 
co m m u n ity  group, an d  aw arded  it th e ir  
Silver Level accred ita tion .

H ere  are a few  facts:
N ot so Good (in fact, ex trem ely  concerning) 
P et flea  tr e a tm e n ts  a re  h ig h ly  toxic 
in sec tic id es u sed  on  cats an d  dogs to kill 
fleas, and  re c e n t re sea rch  show s th e y  are 
getting  in to  o u r rivers.
T h is  is w o rry ing  for o u r in v e rteb ra te  life in  
rivers, an d  th e  fish and  b ird s  th a t d ep en d  
on  th em . T h is w as h igh ligh ted  b y  Buglife

th ree  y ea rs  ago b u t no  reg u la to ry  ac tion  
h a s  b e e n  tak en : 'T h e  m ass iv e  o v e r
p o llu tio n  o f  all w ate rbod ies  w ith  fip ron il is 
shocking  and  th e re  is an  u rg e n t n e e d  for 
th e  g o v e rn m en t to b a n  th e  use  o f fip ron il 
an d  im idac lop rid  as flea trea tm en ts ."  
A m azing:
B row n tro u t have b e tw e e n  38 an d  42 pairs 
o f ch rom osom es. H u m an s  have on ly  23 
pairs.
A  typ ica l fem ale  b ro w n  tro u t p ro d u ces 
abou t 2,000 eggs p e r  k ilogram  (900 eggs 
p e r  po u n d ) o f bo d y  w eigh t a t spaw ning . 
B row n tro u t eggs n e e d  a co n stan t su p p ly  of 
cold, c lean  and  w ell oxygenated  w ater.
T he m a jo rity  o f tro u t die befo re  th e ir  first 
b ir th d ay . M ortality  ra te s  in  th e ir  first y e a r 
o f life are  typ ica lly  95% or greater, falling 
to a ro u n d  40 - 60% in  su b seq u en t years. 
B row n tro u t can  reach  th e  ripe  old age of 
20 years.
T rout scales have g row th  rings, as n ew  
h a rd  tissue  is added  a ro u n d  th e  edges as 
th e y  grow. T h ey  can  be  read  ju s t  like 
g row th  rings in  a tree.

The River Dour Steps Project
------------------------------- Alan Lee -------------------------------
T he access s tep s to th e  river, s itu a ted  

ad jacen t to the  n ew  R iver E ducation  
C en tre  a t B uckland  Bridge, have n ow  b e e n  
co m p le ted  a fte r m o n th s  o f  w e t w eather. 
T he g ro u n d  w a te r levels re m a in  v e ry  high, 
one o f  th e  h ig h es t for som e years . T he 
stream  is ev en  ru n n in g  o u t o f  th e  chalk  
cliffs on to  th e  seash o re , th is  is m o s t 
u n u su a l as th e re  h as  b e e n  so m u c h  rain . A 
sh o rt v ideo can  be  seen  on  O ur F in e s t 
D our F acebook page.

Led b y  Io n a  D u b ien iec , L an d scap e  
P a r tn e rsh ip  O fficer, W hite  Cliffs 
C oun try s ide  P artnersh ip , th e  p ro jec t w as 
fu n d ed  w ith  th e  a id  o f D over D istric t 
C ouncil an d  D over Big L ottery . It is p a r t  o f 
a th ree  y e a r  sch em e w ith  A ffin ity  W ater 
and  the  N ational L o ttery  H eritage  F u n d  to 
en h an ce  an d  ed u ca te  local peo p le  about 
th e  river, its  b io -d iv e rs ity  a n d  th e  
su rro u n d in g  en v iro n m en t.
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Desp ite  th e  virus, lockdow ns an d  stay- 
at-hom e's, C ow gate is in  p re t ty  good 

sh ap e . W e've m a n a g e d  th e  few  w o rk  
p a rtie s  w h e n  leg isla tion  allow ed and, w ith  
n a tu re  s leep ing  its  ch illed  sleep  o f w inter, 
th is  b e a u tifu l s ite  is ca lm ing , n o t so 
overgrow n and  (follow ing a few  p ru d e n t 
pick-ups) litte r  free.

A tre e  from  th e  slopes above th e  c e m e te ry  
h as fa llen  across th e  top w all an d  onto  a 
g rassed  pathw ay , and  w as re p o r te d  to a 
D over Town C ouncil m a in te n a n c e  w orker, 
(w ho w as c o n v en ie n tly  sho ring  up  a b a n k  
in  th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  a llo tm en ts).

A  little  o f w h a t yo u  m ig h t a lready  know  
(bu t th e re  again ...):
T he site  w as g ifted  b y  Mr. W illiam  M ow ll o f 
a p ro m in e n t fam ily. T he  2.25 acres o f 
p a s tu re la n d  on  th e  edge o f  th e  to w n

b ecam e  a b u ria l g ro u n d  for St M ary 's 
Parish  C hurch  w hose  chu rchyard , soon  be 
in ad eq u a te , w as on  a site now  trav e rsed  b y  
York S tre e t d u a l c a rr iag ew ay . T h is  
ex tension , u p o n  th e  low er slopes o f the  
W estern  H eights, w as co n sec ra ted  as St 
M ary 's N ew  B urial G round  and  th e  first 
in te rm e n t took  p lace  in  A pril 1837.

T he  lay o u t w as co m p le ted  w ith  a m o rtu a ry  
chape l an d  a lodge for th e  sexton.

W illiam  E b en ezer P e tchey  h ad  b e e n  b o rn  
in  th e  lodge and, su cceed ed  h is fa th e r and  
g ran d fa th e r as sexton. H e died  at th e  age of 
105, a t a W hitfield  re s id en tia l hom e, on 
21st F eb ruary  2006 and  w as th e  las t p e rso n  
to be  b u rie d  here .

T he  c e m e te ry  is enc lo sed  on  th re e  sides by  
a h igh  ragstone  wall. Its u p p e r  b o u n d a ry  
consists  o f a row  o f vau lts  excavated  in  the  
ch a lk  h ills ide . T h is  row  o f v au lts  h as 
fea tu res  in  co m m o n  w ith  th e  te rrace s  or 
ca tacom bs o f L ondon 's fam ous H ighgate 
C em etery .

At its  low er b o u n d ary , is a six fee t drop to 
a lane, w h ich  ru n s  along th e  re a r  o f the 
Sarah  G orely  A lm s houses, b u ilt in  1877. At 
th e  ju n c tio n  o f  th is  lan e  an d  C ow gate Hill, 
ta ll double  gates ad o rn  th e  en tran ce  for 
hearses. A  sm all gate (now  b rick ed  up) at 
th e  o th e r  co rn e r  o f th e  low er b o u n d a ry  
w all afforded access for h an d ca rts  o r b ie rs  
p u sh e d  up  a p a th  from  Snargate S tree t and  
th e  p o p u lo u s  dockside d istric t.

T he  N ew  B urial G round  w as closed  for 
in te rm e n ts  in  th e  1870's save to those  w ith  
ex is tin g  v au lts  o r tom bs, a n d  b e c a m e  
k n o w n  h en ce fo rth  as C ow gate C em etery .

Maison Dieu Guest House 
Dover

89 Maison Dieu Road, Dover, CT161RU
Quality affordable Bed & Breakfast guest 

accom m odation, located in D over tow n centre -  
great for friends and family. 

Single, Double, Twin & Family En-suites 
available w ith free parking & Wi-Fi.

Barry & Di French Tel: 01304 204033 
www.maisondieu.co.uk

http://www.maisondieu.co.uk
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Planning Committee
Graham Margery 

Acting Chairman Planning Committee

Wh ile  o u r  C h a irm a n  Pat S h e rra tt 
co n tin u es  h is  w ell-deserved  b reak  for 

a few  m o n th s  he  h as co n tin u ed  to b rin g  h is 
e x p e rtise  a n d  e x p e rien ce  to  b e a r  b y  
tack ling  som e o f th e  m ore  com plex  p ro jec ts 
th a t fall w ith in  o u r rem it. M ore o f th a t to 
follow b u t w e co n tinue  to w ish  h im  w ell.

D esp ite  the  c u rre n t p an d em ic , w ith  all the 
re s tr ic tio n s  im p o se d  on  u s , th e
c o n s tru c tio n  in d u s try  se e m s to be 
c o n tin u in g  u n a b a te d  w ith  P lan n in g  
A pplications com ing  th ick  and  fast. M y 
th a n k s  to Pat an d  all o f  th e  P lann ing  
C om m ittee  for th e ir  invaluab le  h e lp  and  
su p p o rt w ith  th is  very  b u sy  portfo lio .

Since th e  last n ew sle tte r  w e have rev iew ed  
a round  100 app lica tions th a t are po ten tia lly  
o f in te re s t and  m ad e  form al response  to 
D over D istric t C ouncil in  re sp ec t o f 22 of 
th e m . T he  P lann ing  C om m ittee  is alw ays 
p leased  to receive co m m en ts  and  feedback  
from  th e  m em b ers  o f th e  Society.

M em bers can  le t th e  P lann ing  C om m ittee 
know  th e ir  view s on  an y  app lica tion , o r on 
a n y  d ev e lo p m en t th a t m ay  co n ce rn  th em . 
T h is w ill h e lp  form  th e  official D over 
Society re sp o n se . A lternative ly  th e y  can  
lodge th e ir  view s as an  ind iv idual d irectly  
w ith  th e  DDC P lann ing  D ep t. in  w riting  or 
v ia th e  DDC P lann ing  po rta l at 
h ttp s : / /w w w .d o v e r .g o v .u k /P la n n in g /P la n  
n ing -A pp lica tions/H om e.aspx

In la n d  B order F acility:
In  O ctober 2020 local re s id en ts  rece ived  a 
le t te r  from  th e  D ep a rtm en t for T ransport 
th a t p lan s  w ere  be in g  m ade  to c rea te  an  
In lan d  B order Facility a t a site in  W hitfield

ad jacen t to B&Q an d  th e  n ew  L eisure 
C entre. T he p u rp o se  o f th e  facility  is to 
c rea te  custom s and  b o rd e r con tro ls for 
im p o rt and  export freigh t veh ic les w ith  a 
v iew  to it b e ing  opera tiona l ea rly  in  2021. 
W ith th e  decision  to leave th e  EU  hav ing  
b e e n  m ad e  som e fou r y e a rs  ago , th is  
a n n o u n c e m e n t has com e v e ry  late in  the  
day  leav ing  in te re s ted  pa rtie s  no  tim e  to 
engage in  m ean in g fu l co n su lta tio n  and  
b e in g  faced w ith  a “fait accom pli”. T he 
D over S ocie ty  w ro te  to th e  T ran sp o rt 
M in iste r an d  the  Local MP N atalie E lphicke 
to p ro te s t a t th e  lack  o f tran sp a ren cy  in  the 
p la n n in g  p ro cess  an d  to ob jec t to th e  
proposal. T he p rin c ip a l rou te  to D over for 
cross ch an n e l traffic is th e  A 20/M 20 and  
road  signs c learly  ind ica te  th is  b u t still a 
s ign ifican t n u m b e r o f fre ight veh icles use 
th e  A2 desp ite  th e  fact th a t m o s t o f th e  A2 
b e tw e e n  L ydden  an d  th e  docks is n o t 
su itable for such  traffic. In  th is n ew  p lan , 
fre ig h t v eh ic le s  w ill b e  in d ire c tly  
encou raged  to use  th e  A2 in  o rd e r to access 
th e  b o rd e r  co n tro l fac ilitie s , p u tt in g  
in c reased  p ressu re  on  th e  W hitfield  and  
D uke o f York's roundabou ts. I d read  to 
th in k  w h a t chaos w ill en su e  w h en  the 
inev itab le  delays arise at th e  docks. In 
add ition , re s id en ts  o f G uston  th a t live close 
to th e  site are likely  to suffer the  effects o f 
no ise  an d  ligh t p o llu tion  and  w e fu lly  
su p p o rt th e  co n cern s expressed  b y  the 
G uston  Parish  C ouncil. B elatedly  th e re  is 
n ow  a public  consu lta tion  on  th e  proposal 
a n d  th e  D over Society has m ade  form al 
response.

D over  D is tr ic t  C ou n cil L ocal P lan:
T he Local P lan  se ts  ou t p lan n in g  policies 
a n d  p roposals for n ew  d ev e lo p m en t in  the

https://www.dover.gov.uk/Planning/Plan
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D over D istric t and  a n ew  P lan  covering  the 
p e rio d  2020 to 2040 is cu rren tly  sub ject to 
p u b lic  c o n su lta tio n . T h is  is a c ru c ia l 
d o c u m e n t w h ic h  w ill b e  u se d  in  th e  
assessm en t o f fu tu re  p lan n in g  app lica tions 
so it is v ita lly  im p o rtan t that, as far as 
possible, o u r in te re s ts  are  in co rp o ra ted  
w ith in  it. Pat S herra tt has b e e n  w ork ing  on 
th e  Local P lan  A dvisory G roup to assist in  
th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f th e  P lan  b u t in  th e  final 
stages all lay  rep resen ta tiv es  w ere  rem oved  
from  th e  G roup  w ith o u t ex p lan a tio n . 
N everthe less Pat has co n tin u ed  to provide 
in p u t to th e  p ro c e ss  an d  is c u rre n tly  
w ork ing  on  o u r form al response  to the 
consu lta tion  on b e h a lf  o f th e  Society. So 
m u ch  for h im  tak ing  a break!

M arket Square Project:
You m a y  be  aw are; a £2 .9m  p ro jec t to 
revam p D over's M arket Square is se t to get 
u n d e rw ay  in  su m m e r 2021. A ccording to 
DDC “th e  w ork  w ill inc lude  a n ew  even t 
space and  w a te r feature, an d  highw ays 
im p ro v em en ts  to m ake th e  square m ore 
pedestrian -friend ly . T he w orks w ill create  
a m ore  a ttractive s tree t scene and  im prove 
links b e tw een  C annon  St, St Jam es an d  the 
W aterfront." T h is is a con troversia l m o d e rn  
d esig n  th a t  w e w ill be  fo rm a lly  
co m m en tin g  on.

K in g  S tree t/F ly in g  H orse  Lane:
Plans have b e e n  p u t forw ard to develop the 
site b o u n d ed  b y  F ishm onger Lane, King 
S treet, Flying H orse L ane an d  th e  St Jam es 
deve lopm en t. T his is an  im p o rtan t site 
that, over the  years, h as suffered  from  w ar 
dam age, in ap p ro p ria te  d ev e lo p m en t and  
repair, n eg lec t and  d ilap idation  leav ing  the 
a rea  in  m u ch  n eed  o f im p ro v em en t. T he 
D over Society is there fo re  n o t opposed  to 
th e  p rin c ip le  o f red ev e lo p m en t and  in d eed  
w ould  encourage  it b u t w e are co n ce rn ed  
th a t it shou ld  be carried  ou t carefully . T he 
orig inal charac te r o f F ish m o n g er Lane has 
a lready  b e e n  lost to w ar dam age and  the

crea tion  o f a n ew  carpark , b u t Flying H orse 
Lane is one o f th e  few  rem ain in g  D over 
s tree ts  th a t is typ ical o f th e  narro w  n e tw o rk  
o f s tree ts  th a t w ould  have existed  in  w hat 
w as the  m a in  p a r t o f th e  tow n  so w e are 
k een  to see its ch a rac te r re ta in ed  in  a 
sy m p a th e tic  w ay. T he old Post Office /  job  
cen tre  is a p a rticu la rly  in te re s tin g  red  b rick  
b u ild ing  th a t has suffered  from  n eg lec t and  
in ap p ro p ria te  m odifica tion  over th e  years  
and  also h as an  in te re s tin g  heritage  style 
la n te rn  over th e  door. T he p rese rv a tio n  of 
th e se  fea tu res, a t le a s t in  part, w ould  
p rov ide  an  in te re s tin g  lin k  for v isito rs 
b e tw een  the  n ew  re ta il d ev e lo p m en t and  
th e  old p a r t o f th e  tow n and  seafron t. T he 
p roposed  n ew  b u ild ing  w ou ld  be  a m o d e rn  
four sto rey  bu ild ing  design  b u t w ith  som e 
fea tu res  reflec ting  a m ore  trad itio n a l style. 
We consider th e  he ig h t o f th e  bu ild ing  to be 
too h igh  w h ich  w ith  th e  loss o f heritage 
fe a tu re s  h a s  led  u s to o b jec t to th e  
p a rticu la rs  o f th is  p roposed  developm ent.

B u ck la n d  Mill:
W ork co n tin u es  slow ly at th e  old p a p e r  m ill 
site to develop th e  ap a rtm en ts  associated  
w ith  th e  existing build ings. T he n ew  Co-op 
store h as o p ened  on  th e  site an d  ap p ears  to 
b e  d o ing  w ell. T h e  o u tlin e  p la n n in g  
app lica tion  for 135 dw ellings h as n ow  b e e n  
su b m itted  w h ich  is largely  in  line w ith  the 
long estab lished  expecta tions for th e  site. 
We regard  th is site as one th a t p a rticu la rly  
len d s  itse lf  to a m u ch  n e e d e d  q u a lity  
d ev e lo p m en t to a ttrac t p ro fessional people  
to th e  tow n  w hich  w ill lead  to its in creased  
p rosperity . In  add ition  it w ill open  up  the 
r iv e r  co rr id o r  for th e  b e n e f i t  o f  the  
B uckland  Mill re s id en ts  an d  th e  w id e r 
c o m m u n ity . We have  b e e n  p le a se d  to 
su p p o rt th e  schem e.

F orm er B u ck la n d  H o sp ita l Site:
T he D over Society objected  to th e  orig inal 
p lan s  to develop th is b row nfie ld  site w ith  
188 dw ellings and  co n tin u ed  to do so w h en
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th e  n u m b e r w as red u ced  to 150 on  the 
g rounds o f over in tensifica tion . A  n ew  
p la n n in g  a p p lic a tio n  h a s  n o w  b e e n  
su b m itte d  for th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  81 
dw ellings. T h e  m ix  o f  tw o an d  th re e  
b ed room  ho u ses in  four d iffe ren t types 
p ro v id es  m u c h  n e e d e d  q u a lity  fam ily  
accom m odation  w h ich  w ill he lp  en h an ce  
and  reg en e ra te  th e  area. T h ere  is also 
in c luded  g reen  am en ity  space w ith  a p lay  
area  and  landscap ing  a t th e  frontage and  
th ro u g h o u t th e  site to inc lude  a m ix  of 
trees , h ed g es  an d  sh ru b s. We have 
su p p o rted  the  proposal.

M arina Curve:
T he p rin c ip le  o f  h o te l a n d  re ta il 
deve lo p m en t on  th is  n ew ly  rec la im ed  land  
as has alw ays b e e n  p a r t o f th e  D over 
W estern  D ocks Revival p ro jec t an d  we 
w elcom e th e  benefic ia l im p ac t th a t th is 
w ould  have for th e  tow n  as a w hole. But to 
achieve th is  b y  constru c tio n  o f a m o te l and

o th e r facilities from  sh ipp ing  co n ta in ers  is 
to ta lly  in a p p ro p r ia te  fo r th e  site. T he 
app lica tion  c lea rly  regards a com m ercia l 
p o rt as an  app rop ria te  con tex t for such  a 
design b u t D over is n o th in g  like R otterdam  
and  it com p le te ly  ignores the  s ta tu s  o f the 
iconic w a te rfro n t se tting  w ith  its G rade II 
L isted bu ild ings w h ich  h as long b e e n  a 
m ajo r to u ris t a ttrac tion . We have objected  
to th e  schem e.

Shop  F ronts in  C on serva tion  A reas:
We have long b e e n  co n ce rn ed  about the 
w ay  shop fron ts in  C onservation  A reas 
have b e e n  allow ed to be  a lte red  in  such  a 
w ay  as to destroy  th e  h isto ric  ch a rac te r o f 
the  area. DDC h as a po licy  “G uidance on 
Shop F ro n ts  an d  S ignage w ith in  
C onservation  Areas" th a t is in ten d ed  to set 
c le a r g u id an ce  as to  w h a t w o u ld  be  
considered  app rop ria te  b u t all too often  
th is po licy  has b e e n  ignored  w h en  deciding 
p la n n in g  ap p lic a tio n s . H ow ever, ju s t  
recen tly , som e p lan s  th a t w e have objected  
to have also b e e n  re fu sed  b y  DDC citing 
th is po licy  as th e  reason . We see th is as a 
sign ifican t change for the  b e tte r  in  the 
quality  o f p lan n in g  decisions. In  particular, 
w ith  regard  to 43 Biggin S tree t w h ich  we 
m en tio n ed  in  th e  last new sletter, th e  re cen t 
decision  to re tro spec tive ly  approve p lans 
p laced  a n u m b e r of cond itions “In  o rder to 
p reserv e  and  en h an ce  th e  ch a rac te r and  
ap pearance  o f th e  C onservation  Area". We 
look  forw ard  to fu tu re  dec is ions be in g  
m ade  on  th e  sam e basis so th a t th e  tow n  
cen tre  can  be  w o rth y  o f th e  designation  
T he O ld Town" w h ich  DDC asp ires to 
create.

I w ish  yo u  and  y o u r fam ilies a b e la ted  
h ea lth y  and  h a p p y  N ew  Year and  look 
forw ard to a re su m p tio n  o f m ore  n o rm al 
life in  the  n o t too d is tan t future.

B & H Fireplaces
Suppliers of traditional 

and cast stoves and fireplaces

W ith  firep laces a n d  stoves  
b e c o m in g  m o re  p o p u la r  in  th e  

UK o u r  fa m ily  b u s in e s s  is  h o p in g  
to  carry  a range to  su it  

We are HETAS reg istered  
in s ta lle r s  a n d  d o  free  su rv ey s to  

su it  y o u
V is it  o u r  sh o w ro o m  a t 5 L o n d o n  

R oad,
D over  CT17 0ST 

or ca ll to  arrange a su rvey  
01304 242444 or 07872 665497
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Ma rty n  W ebster's p o rtra it o f Ja m e s  A. 
Jo h n so n , Tow n C lerk  from  1945 to 

1968 (N ew sletter, No. 99, pp. 9-12), w ill 
h ave  re so n a te d  w ith  m a n y  o ld e r readers . 
It h as  p ro m p te d  m e to add  som e b ru sh  
s trokes in  th e  hope  o f so ften in g  a few  o f 
M r W ebster's shades. I am  consc ious th a t 
m y  reco llec tio n s  have  b e e n  d is to rted  b y  
tim e  an d  b y  th e  fact th a t I w as a boy  
tak ing  care to lis ten  u n o b se rv ed  to m y  
g ra n d p a re n ts ' co n v ersa tio n s ab o u t c u rre n t 
m u n ic ip a l affairs; one le a rn s  so m u ch  
w h e n  one  is a fly on  th e  wall.

M y g ran d fa th e r, A r th u r  T. G oodfellow  
(1879-1965), w ho  first e n te re d  D over Town 
C ouncil in  N o v em b er 1930, w as M ayor 
from  N o v em b er 1945 to M ay 1949. T he 
firs t y e a r  o f  h is  m a y o ra lty  co incided , 
there fo re , w ith  th e  first full y e a r  o f  Ja m e s  
A. Jo h n so n 's  tow n  c le rk sh ip . T he  tw o m e n  
d ev e loped  a p a r tn e rsh ip  o f  m u tu a l re sp ec t 
and , I th in k , lik ing . M y g ra n d p a re n ts  
c e rta in ly  ad m ired  th e  Town C lerk 's ab ility  
a n d  th e y  w ere  ce rta in ly  aw are o f h is 
foibles, w h ich  th e y  p rob ab ly  a ttr ib u te d  to 
h is  n o r th e rn  u p b rin g in g  -  Bradford, Leeds, 
an d  South  Shields w ere  as far th e n  as th e y  
are  n ow  from  D over an d  th e  C inque Ports, 
an d  h is  tw o y e a rs  in  Poole w ere  n e ith e r  
h e re  n o r  th e re . T h ey  w ere  also aw are of, 
an d  p e rh a p s  am u sed  by, th e  d islike w h ich  
h e  in sp ired  in  som e C ouncillo rs. It w as in  
th e se  years , how ever, w h e n  Ja m e s  A. 
J o h n s o n  (a lw ays “J a m e s  A .” to  m y  
g ran d p a ren ts )  w as in  h is  p rim e, th a t th e re  
w as forged th e  sp irit w h ich  resu lted , for 
exam ple, in  th e  acq u is itio n  o f  K earsney  
A b b ey  ( re g a rd e d  as th e  h e ig h t o f 
ex travagance  b y  m a n y  o n  th e  C ouncil) 
an d  in  th e  am b itio u s co m p e titio n  w h ich  
issu ed  in  T he  G atew ay. T h e re a fte r  th e  
post-w ar m ood  o f  re c o n s tru c tio n  fa lte red

an d  th e n  d w in d led  aw ay. O r so it m ig h t 
seem .

P erh ap s th is  w as th e  las t decade  w h e n  it 
re a lly  w as so m eth in g  to be  D over's first 
an d  rep re se n ta tiv e  c itizen  (and  in  m y  
g ran d fa th e r 's  case, D over's first L abour 
Mayor, a fact o f  w h ich  m y  g ran d p a ren ts  
w ere  fierce ly  p roud ) an d  w h e n  it w as 
so m eth in g  else again  to b e  D over's Town 
C lerk. H ere  w as no  m ere  W alm ington-on- 
Sea.

To th is  I w ou ld  add  a m ore  p e rso n a l 
m em o ry . As a b o y  I w as ad d ic ted  to civic 
even ts, am o n g  th e m  th e  an n u a l m ayor- 
m ak in g . W ho co u ld  re s is t  th a t  r i tu a l 
co m b in a tio n  o f C ouncil C ham ber, red- 
robed  A lderm en , b lack -robed  C ouncillors, 
m ace , m ay o ra l chain , an d  speech ify ing?  
T he  sp e e c h e s  v a ried  in  qua lity . Som e 
C ouncil m em b ers  spoke w ell. I th in k  o f 
A ld e rm en  an d  C ouncillo rs Fish, W illiam s, 
Jo h n  B ushell, C onstable, an d  Eckhoff. I 
ra n k  m y  g ran d fa th e r w ith  th em . T h e ir  
vo ices ca rr ied  an d  th e ir  se n te n c e s  jo in e d  
up . O th e rs  w ere  an  e m b a rra ssm e n t. I 
th in k  o f A ld e rm en  N o rm an  an d  Snelgrove, 
th o u g h  th e  la t te r  w as so m an ife s tly  good- 
h ea rted . T he  d o m in a n t figure, how ever, 
ho ld in g  th e  r itu a l together, m ak in g  sense  
o f it, w as Ja m e s  A., w ith  h is  crisp, dry, 
law y er's  d raw l (o r is th e  d raw l a f igm en t 
o f m y  im ag ina tion?). It w as ce rta in ly  an  
a c c e n tle s s  voice, w ith  n o t a tra c e  o f 
Yorkshire.

P e rh ap s he  h ad  n o ticed  th a t I w as rive ted , 
b ecau se  he  in tim a te d  to m y  g ran d fa th e r -  
it m u s t have  b e e n  in  1956 o r 1957 -  th a t if  
ev e r I th o u g h t o f Law as a c a re e r he  w ou ld  
take m e on  as an  a rtic led  p u p il a n d  forgo 
th e  p a y m e n t o f a p rem iu m . It w as a
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n o tab ly  g e n e ro u s  offer an d  qu ite  u n ca lled  
for, s ince  b e y o n d  o ccasio n a lly  shak ing  
h an d s  a n d  say ing  “H ow  d 'you  do" I h ad  
n e v e r  sp o k en  to h im , b u t it te s tifie s  to the  
g en e ro s ity  o f th e  m a n  w ho  w as to en d o w  
th e  D ubris  T rust an d  w h o m  T erry  S u tton  
w as to reca ll in  1969 as one w ho  “quietly , 
cou ld  be  v e ry  k in d  an d  helpful".

A nd  yes, I h a d  th o u g h t o f Law as a 
possib le  c a re e r  b u t Ja m e s  A. Jo h n so n 's  
o ffe r w as n o t ta k e n  up  b e c a u se  in  
D e c e m b e r  1957 I w as a w a rd e d  a 
sc h o la rsh ip  to E m m a n u e l C ollege, 
C am bridge. A ny  th o u g h t o f  Law tu rn e d  
rap id ly  in to  H isto ry  an d  Law an d  even  
m ore  rap id ly  in to  H isto ry  on  its  ow n, 
w h ich  is w h e re  it h as  rem a in ed . I did, 
how ever, b e c o m e  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  
co llege 's flou rish ing  Law Society  an d  I 
have  n e v e r  ceased  to be  g ra te fu l th a t th is

Town C lerk  m ad e  th a t offer, a n d  w ith  such  
tac t. It w as a tr e m e n d o u s  b o o s t to a 
te e n a g e r 's  confidence.

A  p o s tsc rip t m ig h t be  in  order: 1969 w as 
w h e n  Ja m e s  A. Jo h n so n  rece iv ed  D over's 
H o n o ra ry  F reedom . N early  e lev e n  y ea rs  
earlier, on  15 M ay 1958, m y  g ran d fa th e r 
h ad  also b e e n  a d m itted  as an  H o n o ra ry  
F reem an  o f th e  B orough o f Dover. I still 
have  th e  oak  cask e t w h ich  w as p re se n te d  
to h im . It co n ta in s  th e  v e llu m  reco rd  of 
th e  C ouncil's  re so lu tio n  to co n v ey  th a t 
honour. It w as p ro p o sed  b y  th e  Mayor, 
A ld e rm an  W illiam s, a C onservative, and  
seco n d ed  b y  C ouncillo r Eckhoff, w ho  had  
b e e n  m y  g ran d fa th e r 's  D ep u ty  M ayor. A nd 
it w as s igned  b y  Ja m e s  A. Jo h n so n . T hose 
tw o F reedom s te s tify  to an  h o n o u rab le  
p o s t-w a r p a r tn e r s h ip  in  civ ic  
responsib ility .

Dover Society AGM 
Invitation

T he D over Society  are  p leased  to an n o u n ce  th a t th e y  are 
stream in g  th e ir  A n n u a l G enera l M eeting  on-line via Zoom  on 
M onday  26th A pril 2021 a t 7.00 p .m .

T h is w ill b e  a free ev e n t as u su a l an d  w ill b e  available for o u r 
M em bers to jo in . T h a t said, th e  E ven t w ill be  reco rd ed  an d  a fter 
th e  m ee tin g  w ill be  available for ALL m em b ers  o f T he D over 
Society  on  th e ir  Web Site at:

h ttp :/ /th e d o v e rso c ie ty .c o .u k

To a tte n d  th e  M eeting  w e ask  th a t yo u  re q u e s t a 'ticket' b y  em ail from  Je re m y  Cope 
at je rem ycope@ w ille rs ley .p lu s .com  b y  F riday  23rd A pril and  yo u  w ill be  fo rw arded  a 
lin k  to T he D over Society  Zoom  AGM.
(It is re co m m en d ed  th a t y o u  dow nload  th e  free Zoom  A pp from  th e ir  Web Site -  ju s t 
search  for Zoom!)

T he m ee tin g  w ill cover th e  last tw o years . See th e  M eeting  N otice an d  A genda on  page 
24 o f th is  new sletter.

http://thedoversociety.co.uk
mailto:jeremycope@willersley.plus.com
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GRAPHICS
DESIGN •  PRINT •  SIGNS

Established in Dover 1985

• Stationery
• Leaflets
• Booklets
• Posters
• Brochures
• Folders

• Banners
• Vinyl Graphics
• Shop Signs
• Direction Signs
• Vehicle Graphics
• Websites

Garment Printing 
and Embroidery

• T-Shirts •  Hoodies • Jackets •  Hi-Viz
• Fleece •  Polo Shirts •  Softshell
• Shirts & Knitwear •  School Uniforms
• Work Wear • Sports Wear •  Hospitality
• Towels • Children & Baby Clothing
• Hats & Caps •  Bags

New for 2021 Picture Framing
Domestic & Commercial Service
Made to measure bespoke service, 
1000s of frame styles and colours.

• Art Deco
• Ornate
• Contemporary
• Farmhouse

• Traditional
•  Vintage
• Hardwood
• Pastel

7^01304 821000 E:sales@rkgraphics.co.uk W:www.rkgraphics.co.uk 
Graphic House, Honeywood Road, Whitfield, Dover, Kent CT16 3EH.

DESIGN • PRINT • SIGNS • WEBSITES • EMBROIDERY

mailto:sales@rkgraphics.co.uk
http://www.rkgraphics.co.uk
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Application for Membership
Annual Subscription: Individual - £6

Joint membership - £10

Payable on 31st March

Name & Title .....................................................................
2nd Name & Title (joint membership) ....................................................................
Address ............................................................................................................................
.................................................................  Postcode ...............................................
Telephone ..........................................  Email ...............................................

Please make cheques payable to the Dover Society and send to the Membership Secretary,
Mrs Sheila Cope, 53 Park Avenue, Dover CT16 IHD. If you prefer to pay by bank transfer or 
standing order the details are: The Dover Society, account no. 80864803, Barclays Bank, Dover, 
sort code 20-02-62

Gift Aid
The Gift Aid Legislation allows us to reclaim basic tax rate on your subscription and any donations. 
To do so, The Dover Society will provide your details to HMRC. Please state that you are happy for 
us to do this by signing the declaration below. This will come into effect from the date of signing 
and you can change your mind and withdraw consent at any time. (You must be a UK taxpayer and 
pay an amount o f income tax or capital gains tax we re-claim on your subscription or donation.) For 
joint membership, the first named is asked to sign as the taxpayer.

I wish/do not wish* the Dover Society to benefit from the Gift Aid. (* Delete as applicable)

Signed: ........................................................ Date: ......................................

Dover Society Newsletters
Please indicate how you would like to receive your Newsletter □  Electronically □  Delivered 
You can change your preference at any time by contacting us at: secretary@thedoversociety.co.uk.

Data Protection
The Dover Society holds personal data i.e. names, addresses, email and telephone contact details 
electronically. We will only use them for sending Newsletters, related local information and news 
about our projects and forthcoming events. Telephone numbers will be used when quick contact is 
necessary relating to subscriptions or clarifying booking details for an event.

You can change your preferences or withdraw consent at any time by contacting us at: 
secretary@thedoversociety.co.uk.
I consent to my data being held and used in this way by The Dover Society. □  (*Please tick box) 
If you have a preference for how we contact you, please let us know.

Signed: ........................................................ Date: ....................................

Practical Help
I/We could sometimes give practical help with the following (please tick relevant sections) 

Social events □  Writing for newsletter □  Projects e.g. clearance, surveys □

Photography □  Any other interests or expertise .........................................................

mailto:secretary@thedoversociety.co.uk
mailto:secretary@thedoversociety.co.uk
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THE DOVER SOCIETY
33rd Annual General Meeting: 7pm Monday 26th April 2021

T he m ee tin g  will, b ecause  o f the con tinu ing  
Covid-19 lockdow n, be  h e ld  v ir tu a lly  
th rough  a link  usab le  on  devices w ith  an  
in te rn e t  co n n ec tio n . R eso lu tions for 
d iscussion and  n o m ina tions for officers and  
com m ittee  m em bers should  be  subm itted  
in  w riting  to Je re m y  Cope, 53 Park A venue, 
D over CT16 1HD b y  F riday 7th A pril 2021. 
N om inations should  be su p p o rted  b y  a 
p roposer and  seconder and  the w ritten  
co n sen t o f the p o ten tia l candidate.

B ecause o f the cancella tion  o f last year's 
A nnual G enera l M eeting, caused  b y  the 
Covid-19 lockdow n, th e  m eetin g  w ill cover 
the last two years.
AGENDA
1) Apologies.
2) M inutes o f th e  m eetin g  h e ld  on  15th 
A pril 2019 (circu lated  w ith  th e  M arch 2020 
new sletter. Should  an y  m em b er requ ire  a 
copy p lease apply  to the Secretary).
3) M atters Arising.
4) C h a irm an 's  R epo rt: (1 9 /20  R eport 
p rov ided  w ith  the M arch N ew sle tter 2020 
and  the 20/21 w ith  M arch N ew sle tter 2021).
5) T reasurer's R eport covering 19/20 and
20/21 . (19 /20  R eport an d  A ccoun ts
prov ided  w ith  the Ju ly  2020 N ew sletter).
6) E lec tion  o f O fficers
T he follow ing m em bers  are p roposed  by  
th e  Executive C om m ittee.
C hairm an  D erek  Leach
Vice C hairm an  J e n n y  O lpin
S ecretary  Je re m y  Cope
T reasurer Mike W eston
7) E lection  o f the Executive C om m ittee
M em bersh ip  S ecretary  Sheila Cope 
Social Secretary  Vacant
Editor A lan Lee
Press Secretary  T erry Sutton
P lann ing  & Local Govt. G raham  M argery

A rchivist D r G lyn H ale
A dvertising M anager Je a n  M arsh 
E xecutive M em bers D eborah Gasking, 
A lan  Sencicle, P atrick  Sherratt, W illiam  
P arker-G orm an
E lection  o f N ew  M em bers o f Executive 
C om m ittee

8) R esolution to am en d  th e  C onstitu tion . 
T he  E xecutive C om m ittee  p ro p o ses 
rev ision  o f the C onstitu tion  to describe the 
'a rea  o f b en efit' to m atch  tow n and  parish  
councils w ith  th a t u sed  b y  D over D istrict 
C ouncil. T he  a rea  as described  in  the 
rev is io n  is n o t m a te ria lly  d iffe ren t b u t 
b rin g s th e  d efin itions up  to date. T he 
C o n stitu tio n  allow s y o u r C om m ittee  to 
m ake the changes b u t requ ires m em b ers to 
approve w ith  a sim ple m ajo rity  at the 
su b seq u en t A nnual G eneral M eeting.

T he  rev ised  w ording, if  approved , w ill 
read:-
T he Society is estab lished  for the public 
b en e fit for the follow ing pu rposes in  the 
area  com prising  p a r t o f D over D istric t 
Council, p articu la rly  the areas covered b y  
D over Tow n C ouncil, G uston  P arish  
Council, H ougham  W ithout Parish Council, 
L angdon Parish  Council, L ydden Parish  
Council, R iver Parish Council, St M argaret's 
a t Cliffe Parish  C ouncil, Tem ple Ewell 
P arish  C ouncil a n d  W hitfie ld  Parish  
C ouncil, w h ich  area h e re in a fte r  w ill be 
re fe rred  to as the 'a rea  o f benefit'. T he 
E xecutive C om m ittee  m a y  a lte r  th e  
p arishes w ith in  the D over D istrict C ouncil 
a rea  and  com prising  the 'a rea  of benefit' 
and  subject to confirm ation  b y  a sim ple 
m ajo rity  vote o f the su b seq u en t A nnual 
G eneral M eeting
9) A ny  O ther B usiness
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CrH[AI RMANr / S R 5XEPPORTm
The Dover Society AGM 2021

Derek Leach

Once again m y  annual report to be presented  
form ally a t the A pril AG M  is w ith your  
March Newsletter, w hich m eans tha t I  can 
only cover up to the middle o f February 2020. 
A n y th in g  new  o f im port in March or early 
A pril I  shall add verbally a t the AG M  (almost 
certainly a zoom  meeting).

h a t a y e a r  it h as  b e e n  w ith  th e  Brexit 
s i tu a t io n  a lm o s t c o m p le te ly  

overshadow ed  b y  th e  p an d em ic  -  n o t to 
m e n tio n  th e  D onald  T u m p  saga!
T he Covid im p ac t u p o n  th e  Society  has 
been , an d  is, substan tia l, b u t th e  Society  is,
I am  p leased  to say, alive an d  w ell and  in  
som e w ays h as b e e n  ene rg ised  b y  sh ee r 
necessity .

Let m e  s ta rt w ith  th e  dow nside. O ur first 
and  las t ev en t in  2020 w as o u r trad itio n a l 
qu iz  b e fo re  th e  firs t lo ck d o w n . T he  
re m a in d e r  o f o u r  w in te r  p ro g ram m es, 
inc lu d in g  th e  AGM an d  C hris tm as Feast, 
w as can ce lled , as w e re  o u r  su m m e r 
ou tings an d  holiday . O ur gu ided  to u rs  o f 
th e  Town H all w ere  n o t possible, n e ith e r  
could  w e organise  D over's H eritage  O pen  
D ays in  S ep tem b er. T h e  tra d it io n a l 
ce rem o n ies  th a t th e  Society  a tten d s  to 
co m m em o ra te  th e  Zeebrugge Raid on  St. 
G eo rge 's  D ay  a n d  th e  to w n 's  
R em e m b ra n c e  D ay  se rv ice  w e re  also  
casualties. As yo u  know, ev ery  N ovem ber 
a ro u n d  R em em brance  Day, th e  Society 
lays a w re a th  a t th e  Society 's p laq u e  to th e  
U n k n o w n  W arrior in  th e  fo rm er M arine 
Station. 2020 w as th e  c e n te n a ry  o f those  
re m a in s  a rriv ing  in  Dover, en  ro u te  to be 
la id  to re s t in  W estm inste r A bbey. It w as to

b e  a v e ry  sp ec ia l occasio n , b u t  w as 
im p o ssib le . In  th e  e v e n t all th a t  w as 
allow ed  w as for m e, acco m p an ied  b y  the  
Port o f D over C haplain , to lay  ou r u sua l 
w re a th  in  a n  e m p ty , s i le n t  C ru ise  
T erm inal.

A gainst th e  backdrop  o f Covid w h a t w as 
possib le? Society  m em b ersh ip  stayed  very  
h e a lth y  a t 476, w ith  a good n u m b e r  o f n ew  
m em b ers. Sadly though , as usual, w e lost 
som e good  fr ie n d s  (lis ted  in  th e  
M em b ersh ip  N ew s s e c tio n  o f  th is  
N ew sle tte r) . O u r h ig h ly  re s p e c te d  
N ew sle tte r c o n tin u ed  to be  p u b lish ed  and  
d is tr ib u te d  on  tim e . O u r C ow gate 
C em e te ry  w ork ing  p a rty  m an ag ed  a few  
sessions w h en  Covid re s tric tio n s  allow ed. 
Y our E xecutive, P la n n in g  an d  
R e fu rb ish m e n t C o m m itte e s  w o rk ed  
tire le ss ly , th a n k s  to  em a il a n d  Z oom  
on lin e  m eetings, w h ich  for m o s t o f us 
m e a n t lea rn in g  fast!

T h e  in c re a se d  u se  an d  va lu e  o f th e  
in te rn e t w as also d em o n s tra ted  b y  o u r 
ab ility  now  to offer m em b ers  th e  op tio n  of 
rece iv ing  th e ir  N ew sle tte r p rin te d  as u sua l 
o r v ia  em ail. A ll b a c k  co p ie s  o f  th e  
N e w s le tte r  (b ack  to  1988) a re  n o w  
available to v iew  on  o u r w ebsite, w ith  
g ra te fu l th a n k s  to  P au l S ke lton  for 
dig itising  th e m  as w ell as all th e  p as t 
m in u te s  o f th e  Executive.

W ith no  en d  to th e  la te s t lockdow n in  sight 
befo re  Easter, th e  Executive decided  to tria l 
a n  o n lin e  w in te r  m e e tin g  in  Ja n u a ry , 
u s in g  one  o f  o u r  p re v io u s ly  b o o k ed
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speakers, Jo n  Iveson  and  h is subject, The 
Evacuation o f D unkirk. For th e  tr ia l w e 
re s tr ic ted  th e  au d ien ce  to m em b ers  only, 
b u t a reco rd ing  w as also m ad e  available for 
24 h o u rs  a fte rw ards on  o u r w ebsite. It 
w e n t v e ry  w ell w ith  a to tal au d ien ce  of 
abou t 80, allow ing som e m em b ers  in  o th e r 
p a rts  o f th e  co u n try  to a tte n d  a Society 
m eeting . M ore are  p lan n ed .

H ow  d id  w e g e t in v o lv ed  w ith  
d ev e lo p m en ts  in  th e  tow n? We m an ag e d  a 
m ee tin g  w ith  one o f th e  DDC D irectors, 
Roger W alton, to d iscuss various concerns. 
O n th e  v e ry  b u sy  p lan n in g  fron t th e re  is 
on ly  space to m e n tio n  som e head lines. A n 
u n a n n o u n c e d  b u s  an d  cycle lan e  su d d en ly  
ap p ea red  in  M aison  D ieu Road, causing  
c o n fu s io n  a n d  p o te n t ia l  d an g ers . We 
ob jected  strongly , as did m a n y  individuals, 
an d  it w as soon  rem oved . N ew  n a tio n a l 
p la n n in g  re g u la tio n s , re m o v in g  m a n y  
re s tr ic tio n s  on  p lan n in g  app lications, w ere  
re s is ted  unsuccessfu lly . W hilst w e w ere  
lo o k in g  fo rw ard  to p r iv a te  d ev e lo p e rs  
co n stru c tin g  q ua lity  bu ild ings alongside 
th e  n e w  W estern  D ocks Cargo T erm inal, 
w e w ere  d ism ayed  w ith  th e  p ro sp ec t o f 
bu ild ings m ad e  from  recy c led  sh ipp ing  
c o n ta in e rs . C o n tro v e rs ia l p la n s  for 
re fu rb ish m e n t o f th e  M arket Square are 
advanced , w ith  w ork  s ta rting  in  Ju n e  un til 
D ecem b er 2021, b u t w e feel th a t a go lden  
o p p o rtu n ity  to lift th e  pub lic  rea lm  has 
b e e n  m issed . O ur cam pa ign  to lim it th e  
n u m b e r  o f h o u ses  o f m u ltip le  occupation  
in  th e  tow n  con tinued , as did o u r lobbying 
fo r sy m p a th e t ic  sh o p fro n ts  fo r o u r 
a ttra c tiv e  b u ild in g s , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  
con se rv a tio n  areas. Brexit rea red  its  h ead  
w ith  g o v e rn m en t p lan s  to im pose, w ith o u t 
p r io r  co n su lta tio n , a C u sto m s In la n d  
B order Facility  for fre igh t v eh ic les ad jacen t 
to B & Q  w ith  all th e  co n seq u en ces  for 
n e a rb y  residen ts , th e  w id e r co m m u n ity  
an d  th e  a lread y  in ad eq u a te  road  sy s tem  on 
an d  a ro u n d  th e  A2.

T he  Society  su p p o rted  DDC's p lan n in g  
ap p lica tion  for re fu rb ish m e n t o f  th e  Town 
Hall, follow ing th e  successfu l m u ltim illio n  
p o u n d  g ran t app lica tion  to th e  N ational 
H e ritag e  L o tte ry  F und . T h e  S oc ie ty  
triggered  th is  p ro jec t b ack  in  2010; it has 
b e e n  a long an d  difficu lt gesta tion  period. 
We have b e e n  an  active p a r tn e r  w ith  DDC 
a n d  D o v er T ow n C o u n c il th ro u g h o u t, 
in c lu d in g  a £10,000 co n tr ib u tio n  m ade  
p o ss ib le  from  th e  g u id e d  to u rs  an d  
m e m b e r donations. W hilst w e have som e 
reservations, w e shall ev en tu a lly  have  far 
m ore  th a n  w e ev e r im ag ined . It m e a n s  th a t 
th e  Town H all w ill co n tin u e  to be  closed 
for n o rm a l use  to enab le  a g rea t deal o f 
p re p a ra to ry  w ork  to be  u n d e rta k e n  before  
th e  m a jo r w ork  s ta rts  in  Ja n u a ry  2022, 
w ith  co m p le tio n  sch ed u led  for D ecem b er 
2023. D u rin g  th is  tim e  th e re  w ill be  
o p p o rtu n itie s  for th e  pub lic  to see w ork  in  
p rogress an d  to be  invo lved  in  various 
activities.

We w ere  p leased  to su p p o rt a rev ised  
ap p lica tio n  for h o u sin g  on  th e  fo rm er 
B uckland  H ospita l site  since it red u ced  th e  
n u m b e r  o f dw ellings from  180 to 81, b u t w e 
w ere  n o t h a p p y  w ith  th e  app lica tion  to 
b u ild  29 flats on  th e  fo rm er n igh tc lub  site 
in  A drian  S tree t becau se  its  h e ig h t w ould  
com prom ise  v iew s o f th e  W estern  H eights. 
S im ilarly , w h ils t w e w e lc o m e d  an  
ap p lica tion  to redeve lop  th e  b lock  a ro u n d  
th e  fo rm er G enera l Post Office in  King 
Street, w e ob jec ted  to its heigh t.

A n im p o rta n t m ajo r ta sk  in  Ja n u a ry  w as to 
c o n sid e r ou r re sp o n se  as p a r t o f th e  DDC 
pub lic  co n su lta tio n  on  its  200 page draft 
L ocal P lan , co v e rin g  its  v is io n  an d  
objectives for th e  n ex t 15 years . T hese  
range from  hou sin g  to c lim ate  change and  
ev e ry th in g  in  be tw een .

In  addition , th ro u g h o u t th e  year, w e m ade  
o u r v iew s k n o w n  to DDC on  a substan tia l
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n u m b e r o f p lan n in g  app lica tions involv ing  
in d iv idua l p ropertie s .

T he Society  h as  co n tin u ed  to lobby to 
im p ro v e  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th e  to w n  
re g a rd in g  c le a n lin e s s , litte r, s ta te  o f 
p avem en ts , pub lic  to ile ts  an d  an tisocial 
behaviour. R ights o f W ay are cu rre n tly  on 
o u r agenda , w o rk in g  c lo se ly  w ith  the  
n a tio n a l W alkers are  W elcom e in itia tive. 
Twice y e a r ly  m e e tin g s  w ith  th e  local 
police co m m an d e r con tinue . D uring  th e  
pandem ic , co m m u n ity  issu es such  as th e  
F oodbank  an d  acco m m o d a tio n  for th e  
h o m eless  are p a rticu la r concerns.

F inally , m a y  I th a n k  on  y o u r  behalf, 
p a rticu la rly  d u ring  th is  v e ry  d ifficult y e a r 
and  w ith o u t n am in g  anybody, all those  
m em b ers  o f th e  Society  w ho p lay  an  active 
ro le in  th e  w ork  o f th e  Society  w h e th e r  
large o r sm all, p ro m in e n t o r b e h in d  th e

scen es , office h o ld e rs  o r n e w s le t te r  
d istribu tors.

O u r V ice C h a ir  a n d  W in te r  Social 
Secretary , B everly  H all, is step p in g  dow n 
from  th e  Executive and  w ill be  m issed , 
p a rticu la rly  for th e  re f re sh m e n ts  a t W ine 
a n d  W isdom  m e e tin g s  an d  fo r o u r 
C h ris tm as Feasts. J e n n y  O lp in  is in  line  to 
be  th e  n ew  Vice Chair. P atrick  S herratt, 
tire le ss  and  v ig ilan t C hair o f P lan n in g  for 
th e  las t 10 years , is s tep p in g  dow n from  
th e  P lan n in g  C om m ittee  b u t, desp ite  ill 
h e a lth  is p re p a re d  to s tay  o n  th e  
Executive. G raham  M argery  is in  line  to 
succeed  h im .

M ore h e lp  is a lw ays w e lco m e . In  
particu lar, can  I urge yo u  once again  to 
c o n s id e r  s ta n d in g  fo r o u r  E xecu tive  
C om m ittee?  Som e o f u s  are w ell p as t o u r 
use  b y  date  an d  th e re  are vacancies!

AGM
A reminder to all members

T he A n n u a l G enera l M eeting  th is  y e a r  w ill be  h e ld  on  Zoom  at 
7 .30pm  on  M onday  26th April.

R eso lu tions for d iscussion  and  n o m in a tio n s  for officers an d  co m m ittee  m em b ers  
shou ld  b e  su b m itted  in  w ritin g  to

H on  Secretary: Je re m y  Cope 
53 P ark  A venue, Dover. CT16 1HD 

Tel: 01304 211348 
E-mail: je rem ycope@ w ille rs ley .p lu s.com

All re so lu tio n s and  n o m in a tio n s  m u s t be  rece iv ed  b y  
W ednesday  7 th  A pril 2021

N o m ina tions shou ld  be  su p p o rted  b y  a p ro p o se r an d  seco n d e r an d  th e  w ritte n  
c o n se n t o f th e  p o ten tia l candidate .

A s this is the first AG M  since 2019 and  the m ost im portant m eeting o f the year, all 
m em bers are urged to attend by  w ay o f Zoom i f  possible.

mailto:jeremycope@willersley.plus.com
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Dover Community Radio
Barry O'Brien

DCR [D over C o m m u n ity  Radio] w as 
c o n ce iv ed  som e tim e  ago d raw in g  
in s p ira t io n  from  th e  R adio A u th o rity  
[p recu rso r to OFCOM] in itia tive  k n o w n  as 
A ccess Radio w h ich  saw  th e  in tro d u c tio n  
o f n e w  leg isla tion  for an  add itional tie r  o f 
radio  to sit b e tw e e n  C om m ercia l Radio and  
th e  BBC. T he first UK C o m m u n ity  Radio 
station , as it la te r  b ecam e  know n, w e n t to 
a ir in  N ovem ber 2005.

A lthough  th e  co n cep t o f C o m m u n ity  Radio 
is w o rldw ide , it 's  p r in c ip le s  re m a in  
c o n stan t in  th a t it is 'n o t for p rofit', is 
s ta ffed  b y  v o lu n te e rs , a n d  p rov ides, 
m o stly , lo ca lly  p ro d u c e d  co n te n t, 
in c lu d in g  new s, as w ell as offering  tra in in g  
o p p o rtu n it ie s , a t all levels, an d  an  
in tro d u c tio n  to b roadcasting .

DCR h as  v o lu n te e rs  w h o se  ex p erien ce  
in c lu d es  w ork  w ith  Radio C aroline, as w ell 
as In te rn e t Radio an d  C om m ercia l Radio 
stations, som e p rev io u sly  b ased  in  th is  p a rt 
o f Kent; w e also have v o lu n tee rs  w ho had  
no  p rev io u s ex perience  o f b roadcas ting  
p rio r to jo in in g  DCR.

H aving  b ro ad cas t o n lin e  for som e years, 
d u ring  w h ich  tim e  th e re  have b e e n  a fair 
few  'challenges ', OFCOM h as n ow  offered 
DCR an  o p p o rtu n ity  to m ove to FM b y  
m id-2022.

l i te ra lly  o v e rw h e lm e d  b y  th e  po sitiv e  
re s p o n se  an d  re a c tio n  from  th e  area , 
a lthough  th e  first ap p lica tion  for a full tim e 
licence  h igh ligh ted  p o ten tia l issu es w ith  
th e  s tren g th  o f  som e F rench  radio  signals. 
Fo rtunate ly , te ch n ica l h e lp  since rece ived  
h as o ffered  a so lu tion  to th a t p rob lem  and  
te s t  tra n sm is s io n s  sh o u ld  n o w  b eg in , 
spring, 2021.

M eanw hile  DCR co n tin u es  to grow  th e  
o n lin e  o u tp u t w h ic h  w ill, o f  course, 
co n tin u e  in  para lle l w ith  th e  tra n s fe r  to 
FM.

DCR offers an  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  a voice for 
E ast K ent an d  th e  D over d is tric t an d  a 
p la tfo rm  for th e  co m m u n ity  to ta lk  w ith  
ea c h  o ther, to  sh a re  in fo rm a tio n  an d  
p ro m o te  even ts. C o m m u n ity  Radio can  
h e lp  b u ild  a s tro n g e r  C o m m u n ity , in  
OFCOM 's w ords: “ra th e r  th a n  'ta lk  at' its 
co m m u n ity  th e  sta tion  shou ld  b ecom e a 
p a r t o f it”. It can  p rove a tr ick y  ro le to fill 
re ly ing  as it does on  in p u t and  in te rac tio n  
from  w h a t m ig h t o therw ise  be  a passive 
lis te n e r  w ho h as an  o p p o rtu n ity  n o t on ly  
to in f lu en ce  th e  s ta tion 's  o u tp u t b u t to also 
take an  active p a rt in  th a t ou tpu t.

DCR is 100% staffed  b y  v o lu n tee rs  and  
alw ays w elcom es m ore. It takes a lo t o f 
peop le  to k eep  a rad io  sta tion  on  a ir and  
n o t o n ly  p resen te rs : it n e e d s  a lo t m ore  
besides. DCR n e e d s  new s-gatherers, sou n d  
eng ineers, peop le  w ho k now  th e ir  w ay  
a ro u n d  a com puter, tra iners, fu n d  raisers, 
de s ig n e rs , e d ito rs  a n d  p le n ty  m o re  
besides; all co n tac t can  b e  m ade  via e-m ail 
to stud io@ dcrfm .co .uk

A p rev ious 28 day  FM tr ia l saw  vo lu n tee rs L isten  in  a t h ttp :/ /w w w .d c rfm .c o .u k /

mailto:studio@dcrfm.co.uk
http://www.dcrfm.co.uk/
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------------------------------------------  Alan Lee -------------------------------------------

Ou r  C h a irm an  D erek  L each m an ag e d  to lay  a w re a th  at th e  D over Society  P laque for 
th e  U n k n o w n  W arrior.

H e said  th a t it w as a strange, b u t m oving, ex perience  carry ing  ou t th e  co m m em o ra tio n  
w ith  th e  lack  o f peop le  p re s e n t in  th e  hall.

Neat ihis spot on ihe 10th November 1920 

Ibt body of the Unknown W arrior 

was brought ashore from HMS Verdun 

on the way to its final resting place 

at Westminster Abbey.
TV Oo»<( Society 19*7
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Terry Sutton
A s WE LOOK FORWARD W ITH  CONFIDENCE TO 
THE YEAR 2021, TE RRY SUTTON LOOKS BACK 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS TO D OVER, IN  TURMOIL,
IN  1921

On e  h u n d re d  y ea rs  ago, in  1921, D over 
in  tu rm o il w as facing a s lu m p  w ith  

in c reasin g  u n em p lo y m en t, th e  th re a t o f 
a n g e r  in  th e  s tre e ts , and , u n ti l  th a t  
D ecem ber, th e  d a n g e r o f civil w a r  in  
Ire lan d  to w h ere  D over-based troops w ere  
sen t.

To add to th e  tow n 's p ro b lem s th e re  w ere  
sev e re  ep id e m ic s  o f  sca r le t fev e r an d  
d ip h theria .

D over's p o p u la tio n  c o n tin u ed  to dw indle, 
dow n to 39,985 as in d u s try  suffered , b u t 
th e  n u m b e r  o f u n em p lo y ed  in  th e  tow n  
in c reased  to m ore  th a n  1,400. T h ere  w as a 
fe a r  o f  th e  sp re a d  o f  C o m m u n ism  
th ro u g h o u t th e  nation .
D over Town C ouncil, try in g  th e  devise 
sch em es to c rea te  em p lo y m en t, w as facing 
financia l p ressu res, w ith  th e  ra te s  h ig h e r 
th a n  th e y  h ad  ev er b een . O ne o f th e  job- 
c rea tio n  v e n tu re s  w as th e  b u ild in g  o f about 
200 h o u ses  on  B uck land  E state. Som e 
o th e r sch em es w ere  de layed  over th e  issue 
o f  w ho, th e  S tate o r local ra tep ay ers , 
shou ld  m e e t th e  cost.

T h is w as a t a tim e  w hen , na tionally , th e re  
w ere  po litical m oves on  th e  rig h t w ing  of 
th e  C o n se rv a tiv e  P a rty  to s lash  
g o v e rn m e n t e x p e n d itu re . N e w sp a p e r 
o w n er Lord R o therm ere  founded  an  A n ti
W aste party , dem an d in g  a cu t in  incom e 
tax.

A  g en era l e lec tio n  in  D over re su lte d  in  th e  
A nti-W aste candidate , C olonel Sir T hom as

Polson, defea ting  th e  H on. J. J. A stor 
(C onservative-C oalition) b y  13,917 vo tes to 
10,817 votes. Polson, su p p o rted  in  1921 b y  
th e  dodgy H oratio  B ottom ley, w as defea ted  
b y  A stor in  a n o th e r  e lec tio n  th e  follow ing 
year. T he D over E xpress rep o r ted  th a t in  
N ovem ber 1921 a R eceiving O rder w as 
m ad e  aga in s t Sir T h o m as Polson as a 
p a r tn e r  in  a firm  o f le a th e r  m erch an ts . By 
th is  tim e  H oratio  B ottom ley  w as o n  h is 
w ay  to ja il for m assive fraud.

Follow ing th e  w ar y ea rs  o f 1914-18, from  
w h ich  D over an d  th e  n a tio n  w as still 
re co v e rin g , th e re  w e re  a m b itio u s  
expec ta tions th a t E ast K ent w ou ld  en joy  
expansion  th ro u g h  th e  inc reasin g  n u m b e r 
o f coal m in es  b e in g  opened , re su ltin g  in  a 
b ig in c rease  in  K ent coal exports from  
Dover. But m in e rs ' s trikes cau sed  local coal 
sho rtages an d  in  D over s tre e t ligh ting  w as 
res tric ted , w h ile  D over's e lec trica l tram  
system  w as affected  w ith  no  se rv ices on 
Sundays.

T he w ave o f  strikes in  th e  m in e s  re su lted  
in  a d rop  in  th e  availab ility  o f K ent coal to 
be  exported . A m erican  coal expo rte rs  w ere  
n o t slow  to take advantage o f w in n in g  coal 
m a rk e ts  in  th e  UK and, in  a few  m onths, 
200,000 to n s o f US coal w as im p o rted  
th ro u g h  D over docks.

In  S ep tem b er 1921 th e re  w as a packed  
m e e tin g  o f  th e  u n e m p lo y e d  in  th e  
C on n au g h t H all o f the  Town Hall, w h en  
th e re  w ere  m a n y  an g ry  w ords abou t th e  
lack  o f p rogress in  job  c rea tio n  schem es. 
T h e  D o v er E x p ress  p o in te d  o u t th a t  
a lthough  up  to 200 h o u ses  w ere  b e in g  b u ilt 
o n  B u ck lan d  E sta te  th e re  w as little  
d em an d  to live th e re  b ecau se  o f th e  h igh 
re n ta l an d  ra te s  costs.
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At th e  port, w h e re  the  nava l au th o ritie s  
h ad  g iven u p  using  th e  harbour, a n u m b e r 
o f big w arsh ip s re m a in e d  to b e  b ro k en  u p  
bu t, w ith  a w orldw ide drop in  th e  d em an d  
for steel, little  d em o lition  o f sh ips w as in  
progress.
W hen the  m in e rs ' s trike began , a brigade 
o f  B ritish  a rm y  in f a n try  w as h a s tily  
b ro u g h t ho m e from  th e  occup ied  R hine to 
be  sta tio n ed  in  Dover, such  w as th e  fear o f 
a C om m un ist-led  rebellion . But b y  the 
su m m e r th a t d an g er ap p ea red  to have 
passed  an d  th e  troops w ere  sen t to Ire land , 
w h ere  th e re  w as p le n ty  o f troub le  an d  th e  
im p osition  o f m artia l law.

In  D ecem ber, a h is to ric  s e ttle m e n t w as 
re a c h e d , I re la n d  w as to  rece iv e

in d ep en d e n ce  w ith  26 so u th e rn  coun ties  
to b eco m e  th e  R epublic o f Ire lan d  w hile  
th e  o th e r  six  c o u n tie s  in  th e  n o r th  
re m a in e d  in  th e  UK.

T h ere  w as no  defin ite  p rogress in  1921 in  
th e  p rov ision  o f a 1914-18 w ar m em o ria l in  
Dover, b u t a t St M argaret's in  Ju ly , on  top 
o f th e  cliffs, th e  D over Patro l m em o ria l 
w as un v e iled  b y  th e  P rince o f Wales.

A n o th e r  b r ig h t sp o t in  1921 w as th e  
g lo rio u s  w ea th e r. I t p ro v ed  to  b e  a 
m ag n ificen t sum m er, re su ltin g  in  a big 
boost o f v isito rs to sou th  coast resorts , 
in c lud ing  Dover, desp ite  a d rough t in  som e 
p a rts  o f th e  coun try .

The Dover Lathams
------------------------------ Derek Leach--------------------------------
Based upon a Dover Express article in the Joe Harman archive

T h e  s to ry  o f  th e  D over L a th am s b eg in s  
m o d e s tly  w ith  th e  a rriv a l in  D over in  

1664 o f S am uel L a tham  from  L ew es in  
Sussex. N o th in g  is k n o w n  o f  w h y  he 
se ttled  in  D over o r h o w  he  e a rn e d  h is  
liv ing. P e rh ap s  it  w as b u s in e ss  co n n e c te d  
w ith  th e  sea, p re p a r in g  th e  w ay  for the  
first w ell k n o w n  m e m b e r  o f th e  fam ily, 
Jo h n  L atham , b o rn  ab o u t 1720.

Jo h n  L a tham  d ev e lo p ed  a large b u s in e ss  
as a m e rc h a n t, sh ip p in g  ag en t an d  sh ip  
ow ner, b eco m in g  w e a lth y  in  th e  p rocess. 
A  f re e m a n  b y  b ir th  (h is fa th e r  hav in g  
a c q u ire d  it) h e  w as  e le c te d  to  th e  
C o m m o n  C ouncil a n d  a Ju ra t/M a g is tra te . 
Jo h n  w as also m a y o r in  1767, 1779 an d  
1788. D uring  th is  p e rio d  E n g lan d  w as 
figh ting  F rance , S pain  a n d  A m erica . J o h n

h e lp e d  o rg a n ise  th e  lo ca l v o lu n te e r  
m ilitia  an d  w as in v o lv ed  in  c o n s tru c tio n  
o f fou r g u n  b a tte r ie s  each  w ith  28 g u n s  to 
p ro te c t th e  to w n  an d  h a rb o u r: N o rth 's  
B a tte ry , G u ilfo rd  B a tte ry , A m h e rs t 
B a tte ry  a n d  T ow nsend  B attery .

D o v er's  firs t P av ing  A ct in  1778 w as 
d u rin g  h is  m ay o ra lty  an d  as M ayor he 
w as C h a irm a n  o f  th e  P av ing  
C o m m iss io n e rs  re sp o n sib le  for en fo rc ing  
th e  Act, b e in g  re sp o n s ib le  for s tree ts , 
p a th s  a n d  p assag es, pav in g , c lean in g , 
ligh ting  an d  w a tch in g  (po lic ing). H e w as 
a lso  a p p o in te d  C o m m iss io n e r  o f  th e  
C ou rt o f R equests in  1784 to en fo rce  th e  
reco v e ry  o f sm a ll deb ts. T u rnp ike  roads 
a p p e a re d  d u r in g  h is  m a y o ra lt ie s  
in c lu d in g  th e  n e w  ro ad  to F o lkestone
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(c u r re n t F o lkestone  Road). As M ayor he  
w as also th e  to w n 's  sole re p re se n ta tiv e  on  
th e  H a rb o u r B oard (or C o m m iss io n e rs  as 
th e y  w e re  th e n  k n o w n ) in v o lv e d  in  
a tte m p ts  to en large, d e e p e n  a n d  im prove  
th e  ap p ro ach  to th e  harbour. H e w as 
a p p o in te d  T rea su re r o f  th e  H a rb o u r in  
1773 u n ti l  h is  d e a th  in  1800.

H is son, S am uel L atham , to g e th e r  w ith  
E d w ard  R ice a n d  C a p ta in  L ark in s , 
e s ta b lish e d  th e  D over U n io n  B ank  in  
U n io n  S tree t, w h ich  h e  m an ag e d  for 50 
y ears . U n io n  W h arf w as o w n ed  b y  h is 
fam ily . I t w as a v e ry  p o p u la r  a n d  
p ro sp e ro u s  local b an k . S h ipp ing  an d  o th e r  
in te re s ts  c o n tin u ed , a lth o u g h  a ffec ted  b y  
th e  c o m m e rc ia l s ta g n a tio n  a n d  
d e p re s s io n  fo llo w in g  th e  e n d  o f  th e  
N a p o le o n ic  W ars. T h e  in tro d u c tio n  o f 
s team  sh ip s from  1821 also m e a n t sailing  
sh ip s w ere  deva lued . S am uel d ied  in  1834.

S am u e l's  tw o sons, H e n sh aw  an d  Sam uel, 
o v e rc a m e  th e s e  p ro b le m s . H e n sh a w  
m an ag e d  th e  b a n k  an d  b ecam e  m a y o r at 
31 in  1814. A fte r W aterloo  he  o rg an ised  a 
local co llec tio n  for th e  w o u n d ed  an d  th e  
w idow s o f  th e  b a ttle . D uring  th e  n e x t 15 
y e a rs  h e  w as m a y o r tw ice  m ore . He, too, 
b e c a m e  T re a s u re r  o f  th e  H a rb o u r  
C o m m iss io n e rs , d in in g  f r e q u e n tly  a t 
W alm er C astle  w ith  th e  D u k e  o f 
W elling ton  (Lord W arden  o f th e  C inque 
P orts an d  au to m a tica lly  C h a irm an  o f th e  
H a rb o u r C o m m iss io n e rs). In  1836 he  gave 
e v id en c e  an d  w as c lo se ly  q u e s tio n e d  for 
a lm o st tw o days b y  th e  S elec t C om m ittee  
o f  th e  H ouse  o f C om m ons look ing  in to  
th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f  th e  harbour.

B ro th e r  S a m u e l c o n c e n tra te d  o n  th e  
sh ip p in g  in te re s ts . B oth o f  th e m  ac te d  as 
co n su ls  for sev e ra l E u ro p ean  c o u n tr ie s  
in c lu d in g  th e  issue  o f  p assp o rts .

L a th am s w as th e  las t p riv a te  b a n k  in  
D over. F ecto r 's  B ank  m erg ed  w ith  th e  
N a tio n a l P rov inc ia l Bank, th e  L ondon  and  
C o u n ty  B ank a rr iv ed  in  D over b eco m in g  a 
s tro n g  rival. L a tham s stru g g led  an d  in  
1846 H e n sh a w  d ied  su d d en ly . T he  b a n k  
c lo sed  an d  its  d eb ts  co n su m ed  all the  
asse ts. S am uel lived  for a n o th e r  40 y ea rs  
in  th e  P ie r D istric t, d y ing  in  1886 and  
b rin g in g  th e  L a th am s D over 'd y n as ty ' to 
an  end .

T h is  article is based on one entitled The  
Latham 's o f D over and  w as pub lished  in  the 
D over Express o f  October 1906.

In  1993 Lorraine Sencicle pub lished  a book, 
still in prin t, entitled "B anking  on Dover" 
w hich gives a more in depth account o f the 
L a tham  fam ily .

Editor
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A Unique Life of a Former Deputy Constable 
of Dover Castle

Peter Sherred

On e  o f those  a tten d in g  th e  in d u c tio n  of 
th e  215th D ep u ty  C onstable o f D over 

C astle, B rigad ie r P e te r Rowell, o n  5 th  
D ecem b er 2019 -  rep o r ted  on  page 35 in  
issue 97 o f  D over Society  N ew sle tte r -  w as 
a p red ecesso r in  th e  p o st as th e  197th 
D ep u ty  C onstable -  M ajor-G eneral Jo h n  
B adcock CB MBE DL.

l  to r: John's w ife G illian, daughter Rosie, son David, 
daughter Daphne, then John]

At th e  age o f  97 Jo h n  B adcock w as th e  
o ldest su rv iv ing  fo rm er h o ld e r o f  th e  post 
a t th e  tim e. W heelchair-bound  he  h e ld  
co u rt in  th e  tim e-h o n o u red  w ay  as 'th e  life 
and  soul o f th e  p a rty ' in  C onstab le 's Tower 
befo re  an d  a fte r th e  In d u c tio n  cerem ony . 
H e w as an  exceedingly  jov ia l character, full 
o f life and  h u m o u r  so it w as v e ry  sad  to 
le a rn  th a t he  h ad  p assed  aw ay on  th e  10th 
Ju n e  2020, hav ing  co n trac ted  Covid-19 in  
hosp ita l w h ils t b e in g  tre a te d  for a separa te  
in fe c tio n  d u rin g  th e  p a n d em ic -in d u ced  
lo ck d o w n . T he  C o n fe d e ra tio n  o f  th e  
C in q u e  P orts m o u rn s  th e  loss o f tw o 
d is tingu ished  D ep u ty  C onstab les in  th e  
space o f tw elve m on ths, for in  Ju ly  2019 
one o f J o h n  B adcock's successo rs in  post as 
D ep u ty  C onstable -  th e  200th -  M aurice

A therton , fo rm er P res id en t o f th e  D over 
Society, d ied  a t th e  age o f 92 an d  h is 
T hanksg iv ing  Service h e ld  in  C an te rb u ry  
C athed ra l on  23rd S ep tem b er 2019 w as 
rep o r ted  at pages 6 /7  in  issue 96 o f the  
N o v e m b e r D over S o c ie ty  N ew sle tte r. 
T h ese  tw o n o n ag en a rian s  gave long and  
co n sp icuous serv ice to th e  A rm y  an d  th e ir  
C o u n try  an d  w ere  co n trasting  ch arac te rs  
w ho, in  th e ir  d is tinctive ways, en rich ed  
th e  p o st o f D ep u ty  C onstable w h ere  th e y  
b o th  e x ecu ted  th e i r  d u tie s  w ith  g re a t 
d ignity . W hile M aurice w as a m ild  and  
so m e w h a t se lf-effac ing  ch arac te r, J o h n  
w as a p e rso n  w ith  an  in fec tious sense  o f 
h u m o u r  an d  ex trem ely  outgoing. Jo h n  w as 
ap p o in ted  to th e  post o f D ep u ty  C onstable 
in  1968 and  h e ld  th e  p o st d u ring  th e  Lord 
W ardensh ip  o f  Sir R obert M enzies u n til 
1970 - w hile  M aurice w as app o in ted  in  
1976 serv ing  u n til 1981 d u ring  th e  Lord 
W ardensh ip  o f  Sir R obert M enzies and  the  
b eg in n in g  o f Q u een  E lizabeth  th e  Q u een  
M other's  a p p o in tm e n t to th a t h is to ric  post. 
J o h n  Badcock a tten d ed  M aurice A therton 's  
T h a n k sg iv in g  S erv ice  a t C a n te rb u ry  
C athed ra l w h ere  h e  is p ic tu red  in  the  
C h ap te r H ouse sea ted  in  fron t o f th e  Lord 
W arden, T he Lord Boyce, stan d in g  left, 
w ith  th re e  o th e r  fo rm e r  D e p u ty  
C onstables.

J o h n  B adcock  w as b o rn  in  1922 in  
N azare th  in  w h a t w as th e n  th e  B ritish 
M andate  o f Palestine. H e w as b o rn  in to  a 
d is tin g u ish ed  an d  p ro u d  m ilita ry  heritage  
o n  b o th  sides o f  h is  fam ily  so it w as no 
su rp rise  that, a fte r  ed u ca tio n  at St P eter 's 
P rep a ra to ry  School in  Seaford and  be in g  a 
p u p il in  S h e rb o rn e  School in  D orset, 
school m otto  'D ieu  e t M on D roit' -  'God 
a n d  m y  righ t', th is  O ld S h irb u rn ian  w as
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l  to r: the Lord Warden The Lord Boyce, Trevor M inter 
(DC 1998-2001), D avid  Godsal (DC 1995-1998), 

Christopher Claydon (DC 2013-2015), seated front John 
Badcock

k een  to jo in  u p  in  th e  arm y, v o lu n tee rin g  
as a S ignalm an  in  th e  Royal C orps o f 
Signals. O stensib ly  th e  rea so n  for doing so 
w as th a t w h e n  a t S herbo rne  he  h ad  b e e n  a 
d ru m m e r in  th e  School's C om bined  C adet 
Force an d  h e  th o u g h t th a t  d ru m m in g  
rh y th m s  w o u ld  give h im  a good 
u n d e rs tan d in g  o f M orse Code! H e w as 
com m issio n ed  in  1941 follow ing a six- 
m o n th  co u rse  a t W o rces te r C ollege, 
Oxford, read in g  E lec tron ic  E ngineering , 
an d  w h ile  th e re  h e  row ed for th e  College. 
H e w as assigned  to th e  79th  A rm o u red  
D ivision  b ille ted  n e a r  P en rith  in  th e  Lake 
D istric t an d  la te r  as th e  allies m ade  th e ir  
w ay  th ro u g h  France an d  in to  G erm an y  th e  
“c h e e rfu l s ig n a ls  officer" su p p lie d  th e  
s ig n a ls  for cu s to m ise d  S h e rm a n  a n d  
C hurch ill tan k s  n a m e d  “Crocodiles", fitted  
w ith  flam e th row ers, “Crabs", fitted  w ith  
ro ta ting  cy linders o f  ch a in s  th a t exp loded  
m in e s  in  th e  p a th  o f th e  ta n k  as w ell as 
tan k s  th a t d ropped  b u n d le s  o f w ooden  
po les to fill d itches. T h ere  w as a ta n k  th a t 
fired  a 40lb m o rta r  p ro jec tile  k n o w n  as 
“th e  fly ing dustb in ." T he “D ouble O nion" 
ta n k  carried  tw o large d em o lition  charges 
th a t cou ld  be  p laced  against co n cre te  w alls 
a n d  d e to n a te d  from  a safe d is tan ce . 
S erving u n d e r  G enera l Sir P ercy  H obart, 
J o h n  B adcock w as p ro u d  o f th e  “H obart

fu nn ies" a n d  th e ir  co n tr ib u tio n  to th e  
success o f th e  E u ro p ean  C am paign. As he 
reco u n ted  in  an  in te rv iew  w ith  W arGen, 
J o h n  B adcock a p p a re n tly  k e p t a v e ry  
s tra ig h t face as h e  u se d  a zoo log ica l 
g lossary  to exp la in  to m ilita ry  top  b rass  th e  
cu s to m ised  m ilita ry  veh ic les, in c lu d in g  
tanks, th a t floated  an d  tan k s  w ith  strobe 
lig h ts  th a t  d azz led  th e  e n e m y . T he  
in te rv iew er o p in ed  th a t such  p re sen ta tio n s  
an d  d e m o n s tra tio n s  “could  have g raced  an 
ep isode o f D ad 's Army". Jo h n  took  p a r t in  
th e  N o rm an d y  land ings in  Ju n e  1944. H e 
lan d ed  a t O u istreh am  an d  co m m an d ed  th e  
signals e le m e n t o f H obart's  tac tica l HQ. 
H e took  p a r t in  th e  b a ttle s  for Brest, th e  
Scheld t estuary , th e  forced  crossing  o f th e  
R hine and  th e  drive to th e  R iver Elbe.

J o h n  w itn e s se d  th e  G e rm a n  H igh 
C o m m an d  s u r re n d e r  to  F ie ld  M arsha l 
M o n tgom ery  on  th e  4 th  May, 1945 on 
L uneberg  H ea th  an d  o n  VE day, Jo h n  
reca lled  how, as a re su lt o f th e  79th 's 
successfu l con fisca tion  o f  a v e ry  large 
stash  o f nava l ru m  found  in  a w areh o u se  in  
H am burg , th e y  en joyed  a huge bon fire  on  
th e  H ea th  and  “a t th e  en d  o f th e  n ig h t w e 
w ere  all as tig h t as ticks".

Follow ing h is ad v en tu re s  in  Europe, b e in g  
dem o b b ed  an d  th e n  co n v e rtin g  in to  a 
ca ree r soldier, he  w as sen t to C eylon  (now  
Sri Lanka) as an  acting  m a jo r in  com m and  
o f  th e  S ignals sq u ad ro n , ta sk e d  w ith  
keep in g  co m m u n ica tio n s  o p en  to th e  Far 
East. U pon  h is  re tu rn  to th e  UK h e  en joyed  
a successfu l ca ree r in  th e  G enera l Staff. H e 
w as GSO 2 (In te lligence) on  th e  s ta ff o f H Q  
1st (B ritish) C orps in  G erm an y  w hen , as a 
r e s u lt  o f  h is  tim e  a t th e  Schoo l o f 
A m ph ib ious W arfare, h e  w as m obilised  to 
p lay  a sign ifican t p a r t in  th e  Suez C risis o f 
1956. H e w e n t on  to co m m an d  a b rigade 
signals sq u ad ro n  in  C yprus and  d u rin g  th a t 
tim e  again  found  h im se lf  m obilised  to lead  
th e  signals op e ra tio n s in  O m an, before
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b e c o m in g  a S ov ere ig n  C o m p an y  
C o m m a n d e r  a t S a n d h u rs t a n d  th e n  a 
co lo n e l c o m m a n d in g  4 th  D iv is io n a l 
Signals R eg im en t in  G erm any . H e w as 
ap p o in ted  B rigadier an d  th e  first Signals 
O fficer to co m m an d  an  In fan try  Brigade, 
b ased  a t Shorncliffe B arracks, Folkestone 
w h e n  he  a ssu m ed  th e  ro le o f th e  D epu ty  
C onstable in  D over an d  a fte r 2 sh o rt posts 
w ith  th e  M OD he b ecam e  D irec to r o f 
M ann ing  (A rm y) w ith  th e  ra n k  o f Major- 
G enera l in  1972 w here, as an  in d e p e n d e n t 
th in k e r  an d  p rob lem  solver, h is  ta len ts  
w ere  d irec ted  at m ee tin g  th e  challenges o f 
u n d e r-m an n in g  a t th e  tim e. H e w as the 
first Royal Signals O fficer to be  ap p o in ted  a 
d e fe n c e  a d v ise r  an d  h e a d  o f  B ritish  
defence  lia ison  s ta ff in  C anberra , A ustralia  
in  1974. H e re tire d  from  th e  A rm y  in  1977.

In  1979 Jo h n  B adcock b ecam e  th e  C hief 
A ppeals O fficer for th e  C ancer R esearch 
C am p a ig n  an d  u n d e r  h is  le a d e rsh ip  
in co m e  to th e  C am paign  doub led . H e 
b ecam e  C h a irm an  o f th e  Royal Signals 
A ssociation  and  w as ap p o in ted  M aster o f 
Signals in  1982 rem a in in g  as such  u n til 
1989. H e w as ch a irm an  o f a large fru it
g row ing  c o m p a n y  an d  w as a D e p u ty  
L ieu ten an t o f K ent from  1980.

W hile in  C eylon  he  m e t h is  fu tu re  w ife 
G illian  A ttfie ld , th e  d a u g h te r  o f  Tea 
P lan ters. T h ey  m a rrie d  in  1948 an d  w ere 
m a rr ie d  for one y e a r  sh o rt o f a D iam ond  
A n n iv e rsa ry  befo re she  d ied  in  2007. T h ey  
h ad  th re e  ch ild ren , tw o d au g h te rs  an d  a 
son: th e  eldest, Rosie, a m ed ica l sec re ta ry  
p red eceased  Jo h n . H e is su rv ived  b y  h is 
d a u g h te r  D ap h n e , a re t ire d  P rim a ry  
S ch o o lteach er, a n d  so n  D avid, an  
In d u s tria l m an ag e r an d  trouble-shooter.
A n e x tre m e ly  in v e n tiv e  m an , Jo h n  
B adcock w ould  n e v e r  trav e l w ith o u t a 
Swiss a rm y  kn ife  on  h is person , w h ich  w as 
a hazard  w h en  passing  th ro u g h  a irp o rt 
secu rity  X -ray m ach in e s  b u t due to h is

fo re though t for so lu tions m e a n t he  n ev e r 
got caught! A fter h e  found  h is ce rem o n ia l 
sw ord aw kw ard  to c a rry  w h e n  travelling , 
he  re -en g in ee red  it b y  sh o rten in g  th e  b lade  
an d  fitted  th e  scabbard  w ith  a h inge  h a lf  
w ay  dow n its  len g th  to allow  th e  w hole 
th in g  to be  fitted  in to  a su itcase. Jo h n  
B adcock w as a m a n  o f im m en se  ch a rac te r 
verging on  th e  p rese rv e  o f th e  B ritish 
eccen tric . H e w as w ell k n o w n  for p ran k s  at 
h is  cocktail parties. In  th e  large, vau lted  
d in ing-room  in  C onstab le 's Tower, th e re  
w ere  tw o u n in h a b ite d  su its  o f arm our. In 
an  effort to p u t th is  right, Jo h n  ob ta ined  
tw o m a n n e q u in s  from  a local d e p a rtm e n t 
store. W hen  th ese  p roved  a bad  fit, th e y  
w ere  tak en  th ro u g h  a door lead ing  from  
th e  d in ing-room , carried  dow n a flight o f 
stone  s tep s an d  la id  to re s t in  th e  dungeon . 
Som e tim e  afterw ards, a deco ra to r a rriv ing  
to p a in t th e  d in ing-room  asked  w h e re  he 
could  leave h is po ts o f p a in t. Jo h n , w ith  a 
w in k  to m em b ers  o f  h is fam ily, suggested  
th a t  th e y  w e re  p u t in  th e  d u n g eo n . 
M om en ts a fte r th e  m a n  d isappeared , he  
cam e h a rin g  b ack  u p  the  sta irs  cry ing  ou t 
th a t h e  h ad  found  tw o dead  b od ies  there!

At th e  age o f 96, in  2019, he  drove to the  
an n u a l jam b o ree  w eek en d  for th e  RCS at 
B landford F orum  an d  th en ce  to D evon  to 
v is it h is  dau g h ter. R ela tives ex p re ssed  
c o n ce rn  th a t he  w as u n d e rtak in g  such  a 
long jo u rn e y  on  h is ow n  a t th a t age b u t h is 
riposte  w as th a t if  h e  w as involved  in  an 
acc id en t an d  he  w as n o t at fau lt th e  dash  
cam era  w ou ld  p rove h is  in n o cen c e  b u t if  it 
w as h is fau lt th e  dash  cam era  w ou ld  be 
th ro w n  in to  a hedge!
It is f re q u e n tly  sa id  th a t  a p e rso n  is 
fo rtu n a te  to have  h ad  a long life an d  Jo h n  
B adcock w as ce rta in ly  fo rtu n a te  in  th a t 
re g a rd  b u t  m o re  im p o r ta n t an d  m o re  
te lling  is w h a t he  p u t in to  th a t long life -  
scholar, k een  sp o rtsm an  (he re p re se n te d  
th e  C orps a t shooting , c ricket and  hockey), 
a m a n  o f d u ty  and  serv ice in  th e  arm y,
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in v en tiv e , p ra c tic a l joker, h u m o u ris t , 
h u sb an d  an d  father. Jo h n  B adcock did n o t 
w aste  h is life. H e ap p ea red  to en jo y  life to 
th e  full w ith  considerab le  zest un til, sadly, 
he  fell victim , as have  m a n y  others, to th e  
v iru s  th a t h as  sw ep t th e  w orld  re sh ap in g  
lives an d  n a tio n s  as it  w en t. Jo h n 's  funera l 
took  p lace  at B arham  C rem ato riu m  on  23 
Ju ly  2020 u n d e r  Covid re s tric tio n s  w here  
h is  so n  D avid  gave a fu lso m e  an d  
affec tionate  tr ib u te  to h is  father. Jo h n  w as 
b ro u g h t in to  th e  C hapel in  a pa lm  coffin to 
m a rk  h is  b ir th  in  N azare th  and  th e  palm  
tree s  th a t g rew  in  ab u n d an ce  there . H is 
coffin w as d rap ed  in  th e  ensign  o f th e  
Royal C orps o f  Signals on  top  o f w h ich  w as 
h is m ilita ry  cap signify ing th e  apex o f  h is 
m ilita ry  c a re e r to g e th e r w ith  h is m ilita ry  
sw ord to re p re se n t h is ab ility  to im prov ise

novel so lu tions. H is d a u g h te r D aphne and  
o th e r  m em b ers  o f th e  fam ily  w ere  also in  
a tten d an ce . Follow ing Jo h n 's  d ea th  th e  
fam ily  w as in u n d a te d  w ith  tr ib u te s  to 
Jo h n , m a n y  o f w h ich  co m m en ted  on  h is 
sen se  o f  h u m o u r. Two ex am p les from  
ou tside  th e  fam ily  w ere  “th e y  d o n 't m ake 
m a n y  like Jo h n  an d  I m iss h is  w isdom , 
frien d sh ip  an d  h u m o u r  greatly" and  “he 
w as a rem ark ab le  m a n  an d  a p e rso n  for 
w h o m  all those  w ho  h ad  served  u n d e r  h im  
h a d  g re a t affection". O ne o f  h is  
g ran d ch ild ren  said  “M um  told  m e  th e re  
w as n o th in g  I co u ld n 't do b u t G randpa 
show ed  m e th e re  w as n o th in g  I co u ld n 't 
do".
For an  all too b r ie f  perio d  D over an d  its 
castle  w as ho m e to th is  o u ts tan d in g  m a n  of 
m a n y  parts.
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Dover’s Slave Owners
Ann Tomalak

T he slave trade  is an  ignoble p a rt o f 
B ritish  h is to ry , long  ig n o red . But 

re c e n tly  w e have b e e n  fo rced  to take 
an o th e r look at it b y  public  dem onstra tions, 
th e  topp ling  o f statues, and  d iscussions of 
th e  w ays slave ow ners u sed  th e ir  w ea lth  to 
w in  prestige  an d  pow er a t hom e.

E ssentially , th e  trans-A tlantic slave trade 
involved th e  tran sp o rta tio n  o f people  from  
C en tra l and  W est A frica to th e  A m ericas, 
w here  th e y  laboured  on  p lan ta tio n s and  in  
o th e r industries. T he fru its o f th e ir  w ork  
w ere  th e n  sh ipped  b ack  to E urope to be 
sold for profit. But th e y  w ere  n o t m ig ran t 
w orkers in  the  m o d e rn  sense. T h ey  w ere 
cap tu red  in  ra ids and  sold as slaves to 
E u ropean  ow ners. We w ill n ev e r know  how  
m a n y  w ere tran sp o rted  during  the  th ree  
cen tu rie s  from  1526, b u t a re c e n t estim ate  
suggests 12 m illion, w ith  m illions m ore 
dying e n  route.

W ith the  d iscovery  o f th e  A m ericas, the 
British se ttled  along th e  east coast and  in  
th e  W est Indies. T he is lands had  th e  perfec t 
clim ate  to grow  sugar cane in  particular, 
b u t th e re  w as in su ffic ien t local labour. By 
th e  late 17th cen tu ry , one in  four sh ips 
leav in g  L iverpoo l w as eng ag ed  in  th e  
tr ian g u la r slave trade, carry ing  goods to 
A frica to be  exchanged  for slaves, w h ich  
w ere  tak en  across th e  A tlantic. T he ships 
th e n  b ro u g h t hom e item s like co tton  and  
ru m  but, above all, sugar, w h ich  w as in  
g rea t dem and.

By th e  b eg in n in g  o f th e  19th cen tu ry , 
people  such  as W illiam  W ilberforce w ere 
no isily  opposing th e  slave trade. In  1807 an

Act w as passed  w h ich  p rev en ted  slaves 
b e in g  carried  on  B ritish ships. However, it 
w as still legal to ow n an d  trade slaves un til 
th e  Slavery  A bolition Act o f 1833. Even 
th e n , m o s t w e re  re -d e s ig n a ted  as 
“appren tices" and  had  to co n tinue  w orking 
for th e ir  fo rm er m as te rs  for an o th e r  five or 
seven  years. T he 1833 Act on ly  passed  
b e c a u se  th e  B ritish  g o v e rn m e n t m ad e  
available £20m  as co m p en sa tio n  (40% of 
T reasu ry  incom e a t the  tim e, a deb t finally  
paid  off in  2015) to be  paid  to th e  ow ners, 
n o t the  fo rm er slaves!

Records o f th e  claim s for com pensa tion  
have b e e n  h e ld  b y  T he N ational A rchives 
since th a t tim e, largely  forgotten. But at the 
beg in n in g  o f th e  21st c e n tu ry  U niversity  
College L ondon beg an  a series o f pro jects 
in v e s tig a tin g  a sp e c ts  o f  B ritish  slave 
ow nersh ip . T h ey  have now  se t u p  The 
C en tre  for th e  S tudy o f th e  Legacies o f 
B ritish S lave-ow nership  and  co n tinue  to 
ex p an d  th e i r  da tabase
(h t tp s : / /w w w .u c l .a c .u k / lb s /) w h ic h  is 
available to th e  public.

O ne ugly  su rp rise  is th e  n u m b e r o f people  
w ho m ade  claim s, 46,000 in  all. N ot all 
w ere  tech n ica lly  slave-ow ners. Som e held  
an  in te re s t in  an  en ta iled  esta te  in  th e  West 
Indies, o r w ere  b an k e rs  w ho had  g iven a 
m ortgage or loan  to an  estate  owner, or 
w ere executors o f a will, b u t all w an ted  
co m p en sa tio n  for th e  loss o f “property". 
A m ong those  w ho could  be  classed as slave
ow ners, n o t all w ere  rich  and  pow erful. 
Slaves w ere  a good in v es tm en t for the 
respectab le  m idd le  classes. B ecause slaves 
w ere tre a ted  like o th e r p roperty , 25% of

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/
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c la im an ts  w ere  w o m en , w ho  in h e r ite d  
slaves from  husb an d s or fathers, som etim es 
as th e ir  sole incom e.

T he  o th e r  aw fu l t r u th  is th a t  th e  
c o m p e n sa tio n  m o n ey , like th e  in co m e  
from  th e  slave tra d e  p rev io u sly , w as 
re in v ested  h e re  in  a m u ltitu d e  o f o ther 
projects. It fuelled  the  ind u s tria l revolution , 
developed  in frastructu re , b ough t in fluence  
a n d  b o ls te re d  p h ila n th ro p y . T h e  UCL 
da tab ase  lis ts  th o u s a n d s  o f  B ritish  
com pan ies, pub lic  in s titu tions, m u seu m  
collections, s ta te ly  hom es, political legacies 
and  ap p o in tm en ts  th a t owe th e ir  existence 
to m o n e y  from  slavery. W herever w e look, 
th e  b u ild ings , in s ti tu t io n s  an d  
o rgan isations th a t give u s p ride  today  are 
likely  ta in ted  b y  slavery, ev en  in  Dover.

T he UCL database lists 214 c la im an ts  in  
Kent. O f these, six have D over addresses.

H e len a  de R ochem ont M axw ell lived at 5 
M arine Place. T he 1851 census describes 
h e r  as an  'officer's w idow ', aged 54, b o rn  in  
th e  W est Indies. She w as living w ith  h e r  
d a u g h te rs  S u san  (aged  25, b o rn  in  
Jam aica), H en rie tta  (aged 21, b o rn  in  Kent) 
and  Louisa (aged 19, b o rn  in  Ire land). By 
1861, H e len a  (now  giving h e r  age as 67) 
w as living in  M ortim er S treet, M arylebone, 
London, w ith  Susan. She d ied  th e re  in  M ay 
1868, aged  73. T h e  seco n d  daugh ter, 
H en rie tta , had  d ied  a sp in s te r  a t 5 M arine 
Place, Dover, in  O c to b e r 1863. 
A dm in istra tion  o f h e r  estate, w orth  less 
th a n  £100, w as g ran ted  te n  years  la te r  to 
h e r  sister, Susan, also a spinster, th e n  living 
in  Folkestone.

H e len a  w as aw arded  th e  co m p en sa tio n  
m o n e y  for one enslaved  p e rso n  on  C uracao 
in  1863.

T h is suggests h e r  h u sb an d  left h e r  and  
th e ir  th ree  daugh ters com fortable, b u t n o t

w ealthy , w ith  various asse ts  inc lud ing  a 
fam ily  h o u se  and , p re su m ab ly , o th e r  
inves tm en ts, am ong  th e m  a single slave. 
W ith roots in  the  W est Indies, th e y  w ould  
have h ad  first-hand  know ledge o f th e  slave 
trade.

E lizabeth Wood A rrow sm ith  n ee  Wallace, 
w as p rev iously  m arrie d  to Edw ard A therton  
(born  21 /08 /1768). E dw ard 's unc le  W illiam  
(d. 1803) ow ned  G reen  Park  and  Spring 
Vale Pen  esta tes in  Jam aica, w h ich  he 
b eq u ea th ed  to h is b ro th e r John . Jo h n  th e n  
b eq u ea th ed  to E dw ard h a lf  o f th e  Jam aican  
esta tes and  £35,000 in  tru s t to b u y  property .

Edw ard A therton  m arrie d  E lizabeth  Wood 
Sm ith , a w idow  o f  Dover, K ent, in  
M ary lebone in  D ecem ber 1818. H e w as 
b u ried  in  St Jam es, Dover, in  A ugust 1820 
and  his w ill w as p roved  th e  follow ing year. 
As h is  w idow , E lizab e th  in h e r ite d  an  
a n n u ity  from  h is p ro p e rty  (the estate  slaves 
included), even  th ough  she got m arried  
aga in  in  M arch  1821 to H a rr iso n  
A rrow sm ith  o f C am berw ell, London.

T he A therton  fam ily  re ta in ed  an  in te re s t in  
th e ir  Jam a ican  esta tes  u n til 1910. G reen  
Park  p roduced  sugar, ru m  and  cattle  and  
had  a ro u n d  550 slaves. Spring Vale Pen 
(n early  200 slaves) add itionally  p roduced  
corn, coffee, co tton  and  o th e r livestock  like 
m ules, rem in d in g  u s th a t n o t every th ing  
w as exported; m o n ey  could  also be  m ade 
from  th e  local econom y.

Jo h n  H am ilton  (1782-1859), w as tenan t-in - 
tail (i.e. n ex t in  line  to b en e fit from  an 
en ta iled  esta te) o f th e  R iseland and  Ind ian  
W alk p lan ta tio n s , Tobago, w h ic h  he  
in h e r ite d  from  h is  father, also J o h n  
H am ilton . Jo h n  Sr. (b. 1744) w as o w n er of 
sev e ra l e s ta te s  in  Tobago b y  1789, “a 
g en tlem an  o f considerab le  p ro p e rty  and  
in fluence  on  th e  island". H e also se t u p  a 
U nited  B reth ren  m in is try  there.
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Jo h n  Jr. w as b o rn  in  Tobago in  1782, b u t 
ed u ca ted  a t E ton (w here th e  n o tes  say 
“ow ned  m ost o f th e  Is land  o f Tobago") and  
C am bridge. T he co m p en sa tio n  reco rds give 
h is address as Cliff, n e a r  Rochester, b u t b y  
th e  1851 cen su s he  w as liv ing a t 8 G uildford 
Lawn, Dover, w ith  h is  daugh ters S usannah  
and  M argaret, th ree  fem ale se rvan ts  and  
one m ale  servan t. H e is described  as a 
“W est Ind ia  Proprietor", age 68. Jo h n  Jr.'s 
b ro ther, th e  Rev. Ja m e s  H am ilton , had  a 
claim  on  h is fa ther's  esta tes too.

J o h n  Jr. also h a d  sons, H e n ry  Rose 
H am ilton  an d  th e  Rev. Jo h n  H am ilton . 
H e n ry 's  w ill d e sc rib e s  h im  as 
“a d m in is te r in g  th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  th e  
Island  o f M ontserrat", an d  leaves esta tes 
th e re  (400 acres), p lu s a tow n  house, to h is 
w ife and  ch ild ren . H en ry  and  h is son, 
W illiam  (the  n e x t ten an t-in -ta il) , give 
G uildford L aw n as th e ir  address for the 
claim . T he Tobago esta tes h ad  m ore  th a n  
400 slaves, those  on  M on tserra t 276.

George M athew  (d. 1846) w as o rig inally  to 
in h e r it esta tes in  Tobago and  A ntigua from  
h is father, D aniel. But D aniel revoked  the 
b e q u e s t in  1776 and  o rdered  th e  estates 
sold, w ith  G eorge receiv ing  in s tead  £10,000 
and  the  p u rch ase  m o n e y  for a lieu ten an cy  
in  th e  G uards. H ow ever, G eorge also 
in h e rited  an  estate  called  W illoughby's on 
A n tig u a  from  one  A rch ib a ld  C ochran . 
George d ied  in  Sw itzerland, b u t h is w ill 
says he  w as “fo rm erly  o f Dover". H e left 
substan tia l sum s in  cash  and  stocks to h is 
ch ild ren . T h ere  is no  fu r th e r m e n tio n  of 
W illoughby's, b u t h is  nephew s, C harles and  
F re d e r ic k  G am bier, m a d e  u n su c c e s s fu l 
co m p en sa tio n  claim s for esta tes on  St Kitts 
w ith  300 slaves. It w ould  be  good to th in k  
D aniel h ad  a conscience  bu t, m o s t likely, 
he  n e e d e d  read y  cash.

E m m a Reignolds n ee  Absolon, (1811-1874) 
m a rr ie d  h e r  h u sb an d , R obert, in

fashionable St G eorge's C hurch, H anover 
Square, L ondon  in  1835. In  th e  1841 
census , th e y  a n d  th e ir  th re e  y o u n g  
daugh ters  w ere  living in  York S treet, Dover. 
R obert's fa th e r h ad  d ied  at W aterloo. H is 
m o th e r w as th e  dau g h te r o f R ichard Welch 
o f Jam aica.

T ogether w ith  h e r  brother-in-law , T hom as 
Scott Reignolds, E m m a w as aw arded  a 
sm all p a rt o f the  co m p en sa tio n  for the  
H yde esta te  in  Jam aica  (147 slaves, sugar 
an d  ru m ) as p a r t o f  a co n so r tiu m  of 
m ortgage holders. A bout 1855, E m m a and  
h e r  d a u g h te rs  m o v ed  to  A m erica  an d  
b e c a m e  ac tre sse s . E m m a d ied  in  
Springfield, M assachusetts  in  1874. H er 
daughter, C a therine  M ary, k now n  as Kate, 
m ade  qu ite  a n am e  for h e rse lf  on  th e  stage. 
She m a rr ie d  A lfred  W inslow  (th u s  
n arrow ly  avoiding b e in g  th e  orig inal Kate 
W inslet).

Crisp M olineux  M ontgom erie  (1783-1850) 
is described  as “o f Dover" b o th  in  h is w ill 
and  in  a fam ily  m em o ria l w indow  in  the  
c h u rc h  o f St Jo h n  th e  B aptist, 
G arboldisham , N orfolk. H e w as th e  m ain  
h e ir  u n d e r  th e  tru s t w ill o f h is grandfather, 
Crisp M olineux, as w ell as in h e ritin g  from  
h is father, George. H e m ade  a jo in t claim  
w ith  h is m other, E lizabeth, and  brother, 
T hom as, for th e  T o m lin son  e s ta te  on 
A n tigua  (145 slaves). T h o m as rece iv ed  
fu r th e r co m p en sa tio n  for th e  N icola Town 
estate  on  St Kitts (175 slaves, p roducing  
sugar). T he w ider M olineux  fam ily  also had  
esta tes  on  M ontserrat, an d  m ay  have b een  
k now n  to H en ry  H am ilton .

T h ree  o th e r local m e n  m ad e  claim s:
H en ry  D aw kins and  heirs. T he first H en ry  
(1728-1814) is listed  as “o f P o rtm an  Square 
[London] an d  Jam aica". H is son, H e n ry  II, 
w as an  MP for Yorkshire co n stituenc ies  
w h ich  h is son, H en ry  III, la te r  took over. In 
1821, th e  fam ily bu ilt E ncom be Park  at
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Sandgate, Folkestone, w ith  funds derived 
from  th e  Jam aica  trade. H en ry  III m ade 
co m pensa tion  claim s for th e  York estate 
(400plus slaves, sugar, rum , livestock and  
m etals) and  G ales Valley estate  (250 slaves, 
sugar and  rum ).

In  1924, E n co m b e H o u se  fe a tu re d  in  
C oun try  Life m agazine, w ith  n ew  ow ners 
a n d  a n e w ly  re n o v a te d  in te rio r, w ell- 
illu stra ted  b y  photographs. It w as destroyed  
b y  fire in  1978.

Ja m e s  A lured  M cLean (1871-1881), w as 
living at L anghorne G ardens, Folkestone, 
w ith  h is  m uch -younger wife, M aria, at th e  
tim e  o f h is death . H e w as described  as a 
“la n d e d  p ro p rie to r"  b o rn  in  Jam aica , 
though  claim  d o cum en ts  say  “o f Bordeaux, 
in  th e  k ingdom  o f France." In  th e  1871 
census o f L anghorne G ardens, he  is an  
“English and  foreign bondholder." H e m ade 
a claim  on  th e  M ain  Savanna estate  in
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Jam aica  as m ortgagee. T he aw ard w as split 
w ith  th e  ow ners, G eorge an d  Sarah  
Tow nsend, b u t Jam es got a lm ost all o f the 
com pensation . T he estate  p roduced  sugar 
and  h ad  140-180 slaves. M aria d ied  ten  
y ea rs  a fter Jam es, a w ea lth y  widow, leaving 
about £12,000.

George Joad, (d. 1837), w as a L ondon rope- 
m aker, sh ip p in g  ag e n t a n d  m ortgage  
lender, w ith  h o m es in  B lackheath  and  
W alm er. A m ong  h is  c lie n ts  w e re  tw o 
L ondon  m erchan ts , Jo h n  P lu m m er and  
W illiam  W ilson, and  th e  d escen d an ts  o f a 
planter, T hom as Kaylet. T he case w as quite 
co m p lica ted  as P lu m m e r a n d  W ilson 
decla red  bank rup tcy , b u t Joad  still received  
c o m p e n sa tio n  from  th e ir  e s ta te s  in  
Jam aica , A n ch o v y  B ottom  (231 slaves, 
p roducing  sugar and  ru m ) an d  “M ount 
Thirza" (the details co rrespond  to M ount 
Z ion in  St E lizabeth parish , som e 200 slaves 
o v e r th re e  p lan ta tio n s , one  o f w h ich  
p roduced  coffee and  also ren ted  ou t slaves). 
A dditionally, Joad  received  com pensa tion  
for th e  M av erly  e s ta te  (224 slaves, 
p roducing  sugar, ru m  and  m olasses).

Joad 's  son, also George, b o rn  1837, left 
m ore  th a n  £91,000 w h en  he  d ied  in  1881, 
th ough  w e can n o t know  how  m u ch  o f th a t 
in h e rited  w ealth  w as from  th e  slave trade.

British com plicity  in  slavery  w as n ev e r ju s t 
about a few  rich  people  getting  statues. It 
p e rm ea ted  th e  w hole o f B ritish society. 
M any esta tes (and th e ir  slaves) w ere  ow ned 
b y  groups o f people, each  draw ing a sm all 
incom e, sp en t on  goods and  serv ices in  
th e i r  h o m e  co m m u n itie s . By th e  19th 
ce n tu ry  m a n y  esta te s  w ere  m ortgaged , 
som e failing. T he co m pensa tion  m o n ey  
w asn 't re tu rn e d  to h e lp  the  W est Ind ies b u t 
inves ted  in  n ew  pro jects in  Britain. It kick- 
sta rted  the  d ev e lo p m en t o f th e  m o d e rn  era  
and  m ade  u s w h a t w e are. S lavery 's legacy 
is w ith  u s still, m ostly  unacknow ledged .

http://www.mowll.co.uk
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The Tale of Two Plaques in Commemoration 
of Wartime Surgeon and GP

------------------------------------  Peter Sherred ------------------------------------

A s re p o r te d  in  th e  N ew sle tte r of 
N ovem ber 2018 (no. 93 p. 31) on 17th 
A ugust 2018, the  life and  w ork  of G ertrude 

Toland, the  w ell-know n surgeon and  D over 
GP w ho saved the  lives o f m an y  D unk irk  
soldiers and  civilians during  World War 
Two, was com m em ora ted  w h en  a p laque in  
h e r  m em o ry  was unveiled  in  B uckland 
H ospital by  h e r  son G ordon Toland. The 
R o tary  C lub o f D over h ad  ta k e n  the  
initiative in  arranging for a rep lacem en t 
p laque in  m em o ry  of h is m o th e r to be 
p laced in  a location  accessible to m em bers 
of the  public in  the  new  hospital. The 
reference  to a rep lacem en t p laque arose 
because  the  R otary C lub o f D over had  
com m issioned  a m em oria l p laque in  the 
Rotary y ea r 1990-1991 to th is outstand ing  
lad y  w h ich  w as u n v e iled  b y  th e  th e n  
P residen t o f the  club  n e a r to w here  she 
opera ted  in  the  fo rm er B uckland H ospital 
and  w as th e  first fixed m em o ria l to 
G ertrude Toland's work. W hen the  form er 
hospital was d isused and th e n  dem olished 
enqu iries w ere m ade as to the  w hereabouts 
of the  p laque th a t had  b een  erec ted  in  the 
p resence  o f G ordon Toland and  his fam ily 
on ly  to be told th a t in  the  dem olition  of the 
form er hospital it had  b een  lost. W ith the 
rep lacem en t unveiling  in  2018 it seem ed 
th a t the  ch ap te r was closed on a m em orial 
to G ertrude Toland in  the  hospital so tha t 
h e r  life a n d  w orks w ere  re ta in e d  for 
p osterity  b y  the  rep lacem en t plaque.

O u t o f the  b lue in  D ecem ber 2020 the 
P residen t o f the  Rotary Club o f Dover, Tony 
Cook, received a te lephone  call from  the 
M ain tenance  M anager Estates at K ent and 
C an te rb u ry  H ospital, M alcolm
Stubbersfield, to advise th a t the  original 
p laque h ad  b e e n  recovered  am ong o ther

effects th a t h ad  b e e n  tra n s fe r re d  to 
C a n te rb u ry  from  th e  fo rm er B uck land  
H ospital. A fter consu lta tion  it w as agreed 
th a t it  should  b e  p laced  alongside the  
rep lacem en t p laque in  the  en trance  area of 
th e  c u rre n t B uck land  H ospita l. M r 
S tubbersfield a ttended  to th is im m ediately . 
O n T h u rsd ay  17th D ecem b er 2020 
P res iden t Tony Cook and  myself, as the 
P res iden t w ho had  unveiled  the  original 
m em oria l plaque, a ttended  at the  hospital 
a t the  inv ita tion  of M r Stubbersfield, to view  
b o th  Rotary p laques in  place side b y  side 
and  below  historic p ictu res o f operating  
th ea tre  activ ity  p resen ted  b y  the  League of 
F riends of the  hospital. T he thanks of the 
m em bers o f the  club for his excellent w ork 
o f d iscovery and  o f m oun ting  o f the  original 
p laque w ere g iven to M r Stubbersfield. Tony 
Cook said “It was a p leasure to see the  two 
plaques, com m issioned b y  the  Rotary Club 
o f Dover, side b y  side in  Buckland H ospital 
c o m m em o ra tin g  th e  life o f  G ertrude  
Toland, a su rgeon  h e ro in e  o f w artim e  
responsib le for the  saving of so m an y  lives. 
Together th ey  m ake a fitting tribu te  to a 
quite rem arkable  woman".

Fulsom e tribu te  should  be given to the 
H ealth  Trust for rem edy ing  the  loss o f the 
first p laque b y  offering a location  for a 
rep lacem en t and  g reat credit is due to 
M alcolm  Stubbersfield for his recovery  of 
th e  original and  for en su rin g  its siting 
beside its rep lacem en t. G ordon Toland has 
b e e n  advised b y  the  club of the  resu rrec tion  
o f the  original p laque and  its placing beside 
the  rep lacem en t in  the  hospital. N ext tim e 
y ou  have occasion  to v is it B uckland 
H ospital go and  visit th e  site o f the  p laques 
w h ich  are lo ca ted  to th e  le ft o f  the  
R eception A rea on  the  righ t-hand  wall.
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So We Say "Thank You for the Music"

During  the years 2014-2017 
D over h o sted  a m usic  

festival w hich was a ttended  by  
thousands o f people w ho w ere 
en te rta ined  w ith  exciting live 
m usic  o f all genres. The first 
tw o festivals w ere  h e ld  in 
P encester G ardens w hile the 
2016 and  2017 festivals w ere 
staged at the  D over C ruise 
T erm inal co u rte sy  o f the 
D over H a rb o u r B oard w ho 
generously  gave the space free 
o f charge an d  co llabora ted  w ith  th e  
o rgan isers o f th e  m u s ic  festival in  a 
successful partnersh ip .

T he D over M usic Festival hosted  top acts 
inc lud ing  th e  cu lt b an d  Toploader, The 
B lockheads, C hina Crisis, th e  1960s Paul 
Jones The Blues Band as w ell as Toyah 
Willcox together w ith  m an y  local bands. The 
o rgan isa tion  an d  p re sen ta tio n  o f these  
events provided form idable challenges to the 
organisers and, by  com m on consent, the 
driving force for the festivals w as Roger 
M arsden.

A seed of an  idea for a m usic  festival 
em erged  in  or about 2012/2013 w hen  the 
com pany D over M usic Productions Ltd was 
incorporated  w ith  Roger as a Director. A 
second com pany, D over M usic Festival Ltd, 
w as incorporated  in  Jan u a ry  2014 o f w hich 
Roger was also a Director. Both com panies 
have, since the last festival, b een  dissolved. 
In conjunction  w ith  his collaborators Roger's 
com panies set ou t w ith  a th ree-year p lan  o f 
providing a substantial prestige m usic  event 
on an  annual basis in  Dover. In  the even t 
th e y  w ere  able to m anage  fou r very  
successful festivals in  2014, 2015, 2016 and 
2017. By 2016, tak ing  in to  accoun t th e  
generosity  o f th e  D over H arb o u r Board

providing first-class facilities 
for the m usic festival, Dover 
M usic Festival scrapped ticket 
prices and  the general public 
b e n e fitte d  from  prestige  
p e rfo rm an ces  d u ring
afternoons and  evenings free 
of charge. T he 2017 festival 
ran  over tw o days, 26-27 
August, and  w as live from  
2pm  to 11pm each day and 
was sponsored  by  the po rt 
con trac to rs VSBW (Volker, 

Stevin, Boskalis, W estm inster). T hese dates 
coincided w ith  the D over Regatta and  also 
enabled  Roger and  the D over M usic Festival 
to p erm it appeal collectors to collect for the 
Kelly T urner F und  during the course of the 
Festival, at th e  end  o f w hich  the collection 
for the appeal am oun ted  to £11,186.

By late 2017 a decision had  b een  taken  tha t 
no m usic festival w ould take place in 2018, in 
p a rt due to opera tio n a l reaso n s o f th e  
H arbour Board and  in  p art because Dover 
M usic Festival w as n o t able to continue in its 
th en  cu rren t form. D over M usic Festival Ltd 
w as d issolved on 7 M ay 2019 hav ing  
provided D over w ith  four hugely  successful 
headline-catching m usical events.

Roger, w ho died in  August 2020 aged 66 was, 
in the w ords of one of his friends, a 'larger 
than  life character' and  his contribution  over 
m an y  y ea rs  to D over life w as am p ly  
acknow ledged by  the n u m b er o f people 
a ttending  his funeral at St Paul's RC Church, 
M aison Dieu Road and  held  concurren tly  at 
St P eter and  St Paul, Tem ple Ewell, the  
village in  w hich  he and  his fam ily had  lived 
for over 30 years. As w ell as the service being 
stream ed online people also stood outside 
the church  and  m an y  lined  the route o f the 
cortege th rough  the village.

Peter Sherred

Roger Marsden
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Roger w as born  in  Deal on 3 O ctober 1953. 
His younger b ro th e r B ernard followed in  
1956. H e a ttended  St Paul's P rim ary  School 
ad jacent to St Paul's C hurch in  M aison Dieu 
Road, D over and  con tinued  to St E dm und 's 
School, Old C harlton Road. In  essence he 
becam e a D over boy and  m an  for th e  res t o f 
his life. In  the 1970s he lived w ith  his paren ts 
on Buckland A venue Dover. H aving had  a 
successful school career Roger had  a passing 
dream  of becom ing a laboratory scientist. He 
a tten d ed  even ing  classes a t C an te rb u ry  
College before starting his first job w ith  the 
Post Office. S ubsequen tly  he  w en t in to  
business on his own account w ith  ano ther 
local p erson , P eter G rilli, b y  opening  a 
laundre tte  w hich he  ran  in  River ju s t beyond  
the old bus term inal in the  parade of shops 
opposite the village church. L ater he opened 
ano ther laundre tte  in  P encester Road in  
D over and  a fu rth er laundre tte  on the High 
Street located opposite w hat w as th en  the H. 
J. Saw yer garage and  undertaker's business 
and  w here  a portion  of the C harlton Centre 
cu rren tly  is sited. H aving spen t m an y  years 
in  the laundre tte  business he th en  started  an 
a m u se m e n t m ach in e  b u s in e ss , CBS 
A m usem ents, w ith  David Grilli w here  he 
rem ained  for 25 years. A no ther o f Roger's 
ven tu res w as u n d ertak en  in  p a rtnersh ip  
w ith  others in  establishing Dover's first Pool 
Hall in  a shop on London Road, n o t far from 
Beaconsfield Road. H e and  his long-term  
friend N ick C harlesw orth p layed in  several 
pool team s around  D over m anaging to w in  a 
few trophies.

Roger m e t his fu ture  w ife, Carole, at a social 
club party  being in troduced  by  a m utual 
friend. T hey  m arried  in  1984 at the U nited 
Reform ed C hurch in  Dover. Carole w as the 
love of his life and  th ey  w ere b lessed  w ith 
th ree daughters -  th e ir first-born Carrie was 
followed by  tw ins Jessie  and  Samm ie. At his 
funeral service Carrie, in  h e r  m oving tribute 
to h e r  father, said “he  gave us the m ost 
am azing childhood, full o f holidays and

adventures". Roger loved boats and  it seem s 
th a t every  fam ily holiday had  a boat story of 
som e k ind  attached  to it.

A part from  b u sin e ss  and  fam ily 
com m itm ents Roger undertook  m uch  w ork 
in the local com m unity . H e was passionate 
about help ing  people and  if  he  could he  did. 
He was a keen  m em b er o f th e  Rotary Club of 
D over w here his organising ta len ts w ere pu t 
to good use in  the annual Beer Festivals 
w hich raised  m an y  thousands o f pounds for 
good causes. N oticing there  w ere at least 
th ree  m em bers o f the club called Roger he 
elected  to be called Rufus for the purposes o f 
distinguishing h im se lf from  others! H e also 
took a k een  in te rest in  the Rotaract Club of 
D over and  w as often found, as the visiting 
Rotarian, at th e ir  m eetings to encourage and 
support the young  people betw een  the ages 
o f 18 -  30. H e w as proud  of his successes 
w ith  the D over M usic Festivals for w hich  he 
w orked  ex trem ely  h a rd  an d  he  w as 
im m ensely  passionate about th em  and  the ir 
ab ility  to p rov ide  e n te r ta in m e n t for 
D ovorians and  especially younger people.

His in te rest in  m usic  was longstanding and  
he was often playing the guitar and  singing. 
His en thusiasm  probably ou tstripped  his 
ta len t b u t he w as very  happy  w hen  his 
daughter C arrie agreed to duet w ith  h im  at 
hom e. As he p layed the guitar she sang. 
M usic b rough t Roger together w ith  m any  
o thers  and  w ith  N ick C harlesw orth  in 
particular, w ith  w hom  he w as a m em b er o f a 
band. Roger and  N ick p layed guitar w ith  
th e ir friends, P eter Grilli and  Phil M edgett 
on bass and  on drum s respectively. T hey  
rehearsed  at the Mill Club in  River and  the 
YMCA in  Dover. A fter several personnel 
changes the band  eventually  becam e the 
C harlesw orth  Young B and and  Roger 
b ecam e  th e  b an d 's  'roadie'. T he  b an d  
m em bers travelled  around  E ast K ent for 
various gigs in Roger's C om m er van w hich 
was loaded also w ith  all th e ir  equ ipm ent.
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T he b an d  did very  well and  supported  som e 
m a jo r acts a t th e  L eas C liff H all in  
Folkestone.

Roger's m ain  in terests in  life cen tred  on 
providing am usem en ts for o thers b u t he was 
a very  good snooker p layer him self. H e was 
in d eed  a 'larger-than-life ' ch a rac te r and  
b ecau se  o f  h is b u s in e ss  in te re s ts  and  
com m unity  engagem ents, w hich  included 
b e in g  a P arish  C ouncillor, it  w as little  
w onder th a t w hen  she w as a child his eldest 
daughter, Carrie, thought he was a local 
celebrity  as he seem ed to know  everybody 
th ey  saw. H e had  m an y  hobbies and, in  his 
youth, excelled at basketball, confirm ed by 
his b ro th er Bernard. H e also enjoyed squash, 
shooting and  poker. Roger was a m em b er of 
th e  Boar's H ead  G o lf Society  and  w as 
recognised as a good golfer. H e played at 
hom e and  abroad on holidays w ith  golfing 
friends often referring  to such holidays or 
an y  w eekends as “d rin k in g  holidays 
(w eekends) w ith  a golf problem". He liked a 
drink  and  in  la te r years w hen  restric ted  in  
m ovem en ts  w ould  often  w alk th e  short 
distance from  his hom e in Temple Ewell to 
th e  local pub, T he Fox, ru n  b y  fellow  
Rotarian Steve G rayson and  his w ife Alyson.

In his last years Roger w as no t as active as 
p rev iously  an d  w as tre a te d  for b lad d er 
cancer b u t he con tinued  w ith  his Rotary 
com m itm ents and  com m unity  activities for 
as long as he  could, be ing  very  philosophical 
about his fu ture and  life, sum m arised  by  his 
com m ent to a fam ily friend: “We've all got to 
die som etim e, so we m ight as w ell m ake the 
m ost o f it". His p rem atu re  death  h it his 
family, his m an y  friends and  acquaintances 
very  hard  for they  had  lost a jovial character 
w ho has left beh in d  m an y  m em ories and 
stories ranging from  the failed launching  o f a 
boat called “Glayvar", a caravan fire at the 
b ack  o f th e  H igh S tree t lau n d re tte , an  
exploding fire ex tin g u ish e r in  an 
u n d e rta k e r 's  p rem ises , a w an d erin g

M adonna statue at a Portuguese villa and  an 
am azing ability to fall into several rivers in  
his tim e.

Roger w as a p ragm atist and  a m an  w ho 
w ould give a considered and  honest view  on 
anyth ing  for w hich his opinion was sought. 
His opinion w as m u ch  valued as is show n by 
th e  follow ing tr ib u te  from  th e  c u rre n t 
P residen t o f the Rotary Club, Tony Cook: 
“Roger was a popu lar and  valued m em b er of 
D over Rotary. If he  undertook  a task  you 
could be  sure th a t no t only w ould it be  done 
w ell b u t w ith  panache and  his tradem ark  
love o f life. H e also had  a very incisive mind;
I recall sitting w ith  h im  at Club C ouncil 
especially during som e difficult and  lengthy 
discussion. Roger w ould sit th ere  quietly  
taking everything in  and  then , ju s t as it 
seem ed  all was concluded, he w ould com e 
ou t w ith  the m ost in tu itive com m ent w hich 
w ould sum  up the debate and  often sw ay the 
result. We m iss his fellowship, his in tegrity  
and  th a t big b ra in  too. I often used  to listen 
to h im  and  think, 'I w ish  I'd thought o f that!'

Roger's en th u s ia sm  and  en erg y  for 
co m m u n ity  en g ag em en t w ill be  m u ch  
m issed  by  m an y  people and  in  particu lar his 
fellow Rotarians b u t it is th e  four successful 
D over M usic Festivals th a t w ill live long in 
the m em ory  and  will rem ain  a significant 
tribu te  to a m an  w ho packed m u ch  into his 
life, often w ith  the benefit o f o thers in  m ind  
an d  for w h ich  D over has m u ch  to be 
th an k fu l. H is en th u s ia s tic  and  tire less 
approach to life w as an  insp iration  to others 
and  was clearly  the basis for the m ajor 
successes th a t w ere  th e  D over M usic 
Festivals. N ick C harlesw orth fin ished his 
tr ib u te  to Roger a t h is  fu n e ra l in  th e  
following w ay “I am  quite  sure th a t m any  
fond recollections will be shared  la te r today 
as w e ce leb ra te  th e  life o f th is  q u ite  
rem arkable  m an." Yes, th an k  you to Roger 
M arsden for the m usic  in  ou r lives given in 
so m an y  ways.
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Letter to the Editor

Dear Sir, n a t i o n s  on  the destructive im pact th a t the proposedE S S S S S U S E -  -  l~  ” u r i
, clam ped onto a massrve logrs.rcal operatren. The For, ot

s « r ,:;r e “ i r s  m S  «<*> ^  m iy» -

A j t t a ' i the A? London bound  carriageway, ju s t short of the
— S  S t y .  S S t l e n e ” , a h n i  a nnle long, ,s a srngle c u r r r a g e W ,.»  «

^ re c ^ o n  f a l l o w  the road to pass u nder a bridge. ^

The distance from th e  end  of the bo ttleneck  “ ^ “ ” X 5 d  HOT is about 16.5m long, 
S ^ Z d S l t T a  ,"eu °e  k l e s s  .b an  »  lo m es before the A2 ,o b o „  on

W ith HGYs arriving a . a ra te  of 16 per “ “ “ ,he  L„ d o n  bound  A2. T lreraprdly
the Dover ,  « a l  roundabout and  * .  beep  on

T he clear potent,al 6 ,  tins P ' * lem  ‘J c a ® "  “ 'the 'In land  Border Facffity-

inKaht!
O ne option  am ongst ofhers svould be  to labe , e  trafbe off , e  «  a, the byddeu hghls 

w here the H usk facility already exists.

" u f l l —

Yours sincerely 
C harles A, Lynch RIBA.
M em ber of the Dover Society
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competition took place between 

16th December 2020 and 6th January 2021 Epiphany “12th Night”

The six Cash Prize Winners were at 

103 Folkestone Road 173 Folkestone Road

8 Norman Street 11 Knights Templars

95 Maison Dieu Road Castle Hill House

About 50 consolation prizes were also awarded to residents in over 25 roads within the

competition area

Whilst judging this competition I had a serious accident, falling down a flight of steps, in 

Folkestone Road. I wish to thank the first aider at 103 Folkestone Road, who assisted me 

and called an ambulance. Her prompt professional action made a difference, for which I 

am very grateful.

Report - Updates by Cllr. Graham Wanstall 

Vera Lynn Path Project

This proceeds well and I publically wish to thank Vera Lynn’s family and Cllr. Trevor 

Bartlett, the leader of D.D.C. for their support and excellent co-operation.

Unknown Warrior Way Project

I propose that the area in front of Dover Priory station be combined with the very short 

approach road leading to it and be renamed The Unknown Warrior Way to mark the 100 

years since the train carrying the body of the Unknown Warrior passed through the station 

heading to London in 1920.

This page has been purchased by Cllr. Graham Wanstall to inform the Dover Society members o f  some o f

his activities over the last six months.
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The Pines Garden & St Margaret’s Museum 
Beach Road, St Margaret’s Bay 

Tel:01304 851737

Tea Room & Museum
Wed -  Sun & Bank Holidays 

(Daily during the summer) 
10am -  4.30pm

THE PINES Pi G d
Pines Garden

Wednesday -  Sunday 
TEA ROOM & MUSEUM 10.°°am - 4.3°pm

Dover Society 
Newsletter Binders

Available at £5.25 each 
Contact the editor at:

8 Cherry Tree Avenue 
Dover, CT16 2NL 
Tel: 01304 213668 

Email: Alan.Lee1947@ntlworld.com

B U I L D I N G  & P R O P E R T Y  M A I N T E N A N C E

For all your B uild ing & 
Maintenance Needs

P r o p e r ty  M a in te n a n c e  P a in tin g  &  D e c o r a tin g  L o ft  C o n v ersio n s
F o u n d a tio n s  &  D r a in a g e  R o a d s  &  D r iv e w a y s  R o o fs  &  F a sc ia s
In su r a n c e  W o r k  U n d e r ta k e n  N e w  B u ild s  E x te n s io n s
Free Estim ates W hy M ove ... Im prove!

01304 210565 
F ax: 0 1 3 0 4  2 0 8 8 2 2  M ob : 0 7 8 8 5  2 1 2 4 7 3

a n g e la @ d o v e r b u ild in g .c o .u k  
P le a se  ca ll in to  o u r  o ffice  an d  sp e a k  to  A n g e la  

4 L o n d o n  R o a d , D over, K e n t C T 1 7  0 S T

mailto:Alan.Lee1947@ntlworld.com
mailto:angela@doverbuilding.co.uk
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ESTABLISHED 1993

DOMESTIC & CONTRACT 
FLOORING

Please come in and browse 
or telephone for 

further information

62 London Road, Dover 
Kent CT17 0SP 

Tel: 01304 240071

il
[ \ o ° No 4 Bench Street 

Dover, Kent CT16 1JH 
Tel: 01304 211110 

www.ilrusticorestaurant.org.uk\
Traditional Italian Restaurant 

And Pizzeria 
Take-Away Menu Available

Opening Hours 12 - 2pm and 6pm - 10pm

http://www.ilrusticorestaurant.org.uk


Non-members are welcome at all meetings except that only members m ay vote at the Annual
General Meeting. You m ay join, p a y  on the night and vote at the meeting.

26 April Annual General Meeting
Monday 7pm This meeting will be held electronically on Zoom.

See AGM Reminder on page 27 and the meeting details in the centre pages of 
this newsletter.

October Meeting will be as normal or electronic depending on Coronavirus
Monday restrictions. The time and date to be notified in the next newsletter.

November Meeting will be as normal or electronic depending on Coronavirus
Monday restrictions. The time and date to be notified in the next newsletter.

December Society Christmas Lunch
Depending on Coronavirus restrictions. If this is to go ahead the time 
and date to be notified in the next newsletter.

Dover Society Summer Trips 2021 - Rodney Stone
Society Day Trips. None are planned at the present. It remains too early in the progress of 
COVID-19 to organise trips with any certainty. But the following have been provisionally arranged.

Sellindge Gardeners' Association
Monday 4th to Friday 8th October 4-night trip to Exmouth, to include trips to Exeter, the Donkey 
Sanctuary and the RHS Garden at Rosemoor, and a cruise on the River Exe. Cost: £399 per 
person, plus £88 single room supplement, if available. Deposit £50. Payments refunded if the trip 
cannot take place, but under standard travel trade conditions, there would be cancellation charges 
if members themselves withdraw after booking.
If interested please notify me on Tel 01304 852838 or Email randdstone29@gmail.com and I will 
arrange to have full publicity, application and conditions’ forms sent to them  and register their 
interest with the Gardeners’ Association.

Silver Phoenix Travel Club
30 June to 5 July. 5-night trip to the Isle of Man. Non-members, cost £645 
12 to 16 September. A 4-night trip to Snowdonia. Non-members, cost £465 
14 July - Homes of the Rich and Famous, £55 
17 August - South Pacific show in London, £65
Pick-up point for all trips is likely to be the Wincheap Park and Ride in Canterbury.

The Society is not involved in the arrangements, but members can contact Iain direct on Tel 
07842 124094 or Email tourop2002@yahoo.co.uk.

We apologise but at present we are unable to make any firm arrangements for any of our
programme of activities

A ll indoor meetings are held at St. Mary's Parish Centre

mailto:randdstone29@gmail.com
mailto:tourop2002@yahoo.co.uk
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